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Little Bobby Hutton
held as role model for
African Americans

B W. Oakland library to celebrate young
Black Panthers figure killed by police

By Cecily Burt '
STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — The West Oakland library on
Saturday will celebrate the life of Bobby Hutton,
national treasurer of the Black Panther Party who
was shot and killed by police in West Oakland 37
years ago this month, two weeks shy of his 17th
birthday. |

For some, Bobby Hutton's name and his asso- RON RIESTERER — Staff file
ciation with the Panthers rekindle bad memories. THIS FAMOUS 1968 photo of
They’ll likely recall newspaper photographs of a Black Panther Party member
sharp-dressed young man toting a shotgun in “Little” Bobby Hutton holding
front of Oakland police headquarters or a court- a shotgun in front of the Oak-
room somewhere. : o

Yet the more than 2,000 mourners who Iasré(\j/ :n(:gcaengegr%rggﬁgya;lagt
packed his funeral remembered him as much taken just a few months be-

Please see EVENT, Local 8 fore he was shot and killed.
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ALTHOUGH THE VIOLENT, qun-toting image of the Black Panther Party was and still is pervasive,
the organization started many programs to aid poor communities. They held food and
clothing giveaways, such as the one pictured here at the Qakland Auditorium,
started free breakfast programs for students, opened schools and medical
clinics and spearheaded efforts to test people for sickle call anemia.

Bobby Hutton Day on Saturday




b EVENT, from Local 1

mﬂégy than that, as "Little”

Bobby Hutton, a self-laught
man who worked hard to
hel and’s poor and instill
p‘kiﬂ in Oakland’s disenfran-
chised African-American com-
munities.

“We are trying to reach oul to
young people and get them to
participate In their commu-
nities, to tell them who Bobby
Hutton was, the first Black Pan-
ther, a young man who made a
difference, and look up to him
as a role model.” said Billy X
Jennings, a former party
member and historfan who Is
organizing Satu s evenl

Bobby Seale Himy P
Newton formed the Black Pan-
ther Party in 1966, during a tur-
bulent. watershed era of clvil
rights, free speech, war profests
and black power,

Hutton was 15 years old
when he met Seale and Newton,
who were working for the
mayor's antl-poverty jobs pro-
gram in North Oakland and

ROMN RIESTERER — Staf fit
THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY
had supporters across eco-
nomic and racial spectrums.
Actor Marlon Brando at-
tended a 1968 Panther rally
in Qakland and attended Hut-
ton's funeral the same year.

asked to join the Panthers as
their first member. He was so
young they had to ask his
;clﬁhtr*s permission, Jennings

Hution became the Panthers'
first national (reasurer and
along with other early members
helped set the bar for the
party’s progressive agenda. Jen-
nings said.

Although the Black Panthers'
tation as a revolutionary
black militia is the one that
sticks, the arganization should
also receive eredit for lis
groundbreaking social justice

i

P that turned the na-
tonal spotlight on neglectiul
policies that left poor African-
American communities behind,
Jennings sald.

They started free breakfist
programs for studenis and gave

away clothing, shoes and food (o
the needy. They opened schools
and medical clinics and pushed
for education and testing for
sickle cell anemia. a deadly
blood disorder that prioarily
strikes African Americans.
education, housing and johs]
regisiered thonsands of new
voters and patrolled Ouaklind's
poor nelghborhoods and pro-
vided escorts lor the elderly.

They even forced the clty of
Oakland o puta tata
dangerous North Oa ol Inter-
section where three children
had been Killed erossing the
streei (o school.

West Oukland Cily Coun-
climember Nancy Nadel said the
frec breakfast program starfed
by the Panthers was one of their
most important achievements.

As far as holding up Little
Bobby Hutton as & role model
for young peaple, as Jennings
Hu%u-m Nadel said those ef-
foris should focus on his posi-
tive contributions and not in aoy
way arelurn o an era
of confrontation with the Pollee
Department.

*T think-his legacy asa young
man who had pride in himsell
and his community is a very lm-
portant legacy Lo leave,” she
said. "Especially as it encour:
ages shimilar activism and serves
as Inspiration to value yourself
and to llc]p Improve your com-
munity.”

Saturday’s event will feature
live music, poetry and a Panther
photo exhibit by llka Harfmann.
Elhert “Big Man" Howard. au-
thor and the party's former na-
Uonal spokesman, will serve as
keynote speaker.

Thewmnerul'the L{'l Bobhy
Hution Essay and Poetry Con-
test will read from (he entry
with the theme, “Why is Bobby

BOBBY SEALE,
who co-
founded the
Black Pan-
ther Party
with Huey P.
Newton,
speaks ata
rally in Oak-
land in 1968,

RON RIESTERER
~ Sluff filz

Hutlgn an Oakland Legend?”

Melvin Dickson, a former
party member and head of the
Commemoration Committee for
the Black Panther Party who
rnums the Little Bobby Hulton
Literacy Program in South
Herkeley, said Hutton's legacy
lives on through the youngsiers
in the progrem.

“Little Bobby Hutton came
from a poor economic situation
Ik lots of people today, For in-
stance, he couldn't read, he had
to'teach himself (o read. IU's not
unigue, bui he was insplred by
the Black Panther Pariy, none
other than Huey and Bobby,”
Dickson said.

“He was reading W.E.B. Du-
Bois, he had advanced himself,
he userd to knowthe 10-paint
program by heirt,” he sald.
“He's already &n'inspiration o
the kids we work withe

Bobiby Hutton Day will be held
Saturday st the West Oakland Li-
bwary, 1801 Adeline St., 1 p.m. For
riore information visit waw. itsabout-
timebpp.com.
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WILLIAM LEE BRENT, a
member of the Black Panther
Party, at an Oakland rally
in 1968. He later hijacked
a ptane to Cuba.




gt the West Oakland Library, 1801
enmole spaaker for this year's Ll Bobby Hut-
15 memoir, “Panther on the Prowl.™

@ Man this Saturday, April 16, 1 pm.,
St Dakland, where he'll be k
Big Man has just published h
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NE: (415) 671-0780
{415} 671-0316

L: editor@sibayview.com

Yhen I jomed the Black Panther Party

M eet Big Mﬂn, keynote
speaker at Lil Bobby
Hutton Day this Saturday,
Ipm, West Oakland
Library, 1801 Adeline St.

by Elbert “Big Man"
Howard

There were many reasons why
| joined the Black Panther Party
Some are easy to explain and talk
about and some are not so easy.

See BLACK PANTHER, page 5

Remember Lil Bobby Hutton tlﬂs Saturd.;

Bobby Hutton was only 16
years old when he joined the
Blagk Panther Party in December
1966. He was arrested in May

1967 when he led a Black Pan-
ther march in Sacramento to
protest a new gun bill. The Mul-
ford Act made it illegal to carry
guns in public and was a direct
response (o the Panthers' police
patrols in the cmnmumtjr

On April 6, 1968, with cities
ac:msstlw.us on fire two days
after the assassination of Martin
Luther King, eight BPP mem-

See REMEMBER, page 5
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In Margh 2005
www.slhayview com
was visitad
647,976 times
Hit us up today!




