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| move her from her seat on a train as she rode from

o
Hear tel Tubman

Philadelphia to New York City. She was traveling
fouaht other batiles with a soldier's pass, and the conductor assumed

Rl

her papers were either forged or stolen, Display-
ing characreristic grit, she refused to budge, After
iy Mare Perris Tubman called the conductor a racist scoundrel. he
started to choke her. Two other men jumped in,
and during the scuffle her arm was broken. No one
came to her aid. Eventoally, the conductor and his
cohorts pushed her into the bagpage car. Afrer
arriving at her homestead in Auburn, New York, lier
arm in a sling and her ribs bruised, she and her
friends considered suing the railway company, but

once she'd recovered they abandoned rhe idea,
Born into slavery around 1820, Tubman certainly  Harriet Tobman, go years old, in

deserved a rest. During her teenage years in Mary Auburn, New York, 1o11. She apent her
last years in the home for the aged (top)

land, her owner hired her our to work on a nearby
that she herself had founded.

farm. When the overseer there once threw aheavy
weight at another person, it accidentally hir-Tub-
man in the head; as a result, she would suffer from
narcolepsy and recurrent seizures for the rest of her
life. She escaped from slavery in 1849 but returned
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South more than a dozen times to lead
others to freedom by the Underground
Railroad, undertaking daring rescues, of
which she later boasted, “I never run my
train off the track . . . never lost a pas-
senger.” Folldore has it thar she brought
jo0 people up North, but she hersell es-
timated thar the number was closer 1o 6o.

Almost every American is familiar with
fubman’s role as the "African-American
Moses." Less well known, however, is
the rest of her story. Tubman lived for go
years after the adoption of the Emanci-
parion Proclamarion, and until ber death
in 113, she fought for women'’s righes; she
joined the temperance movement and
donared 25 acres o her local AME. Zion
church to establish a nursing home. All
the while, she supported her extended
family along with scores of poor and sick
people who showed up ar her door, many
of them strangers,

OR “PASSENGERS" AND “CON-
ducrors” aboard the Underground
Railroad, the corridor berween Al-
bany and Niagara served as the express
track to Canada. In 1857 Tubman brought
her parents, Benjamin and Harriet, from

Tubman | far left] poses with family members focluding her husband,

IN HER LATER
YEARS SHE FOUGHT
FOR WOMEN'S
RIGHTS AND JOINED
THE TEMPERANCE
MOVEMENT.

Maryland (both were free), along the
route, settling them i St Catharines,
Onrario. While crisscrossing the region,
she mert several prominent citizens, in-
cluding William H. Seward, a former
New York povernor and ULS. senator
and President Abrabiam Lincoln's sec-
retary of state, who in 1859 sold Tubman
a seven-acre farm for 1,200, The trans-
action was illegal ar the time, since the
Supreme Court’s Dred Scotr decision of
1857 miled that slaves, runaway or other-
wise, were not citizens, and rhus had no
right to own property.

After the Civil War, Tubman moved
her family, including her infirm par-
ents, six other relatives, and a boarder,
to Auburn. Privation marked their frs

winter there. Not only did Tubman need
time to recover from her fight with the
conductor, but the family had so little
money they had to burn their fence for
firewood. When word circulated about
Tubman's problems, her wealthy friends,
including Seward and other abolitianists
such as William Lloyd Garrison and Lu
eretia Mort, offered her money. Though
proud, she had no choice but 1o accept.

Known universally as Aunt Harriet,
Tubman vexed her bencfactors by con-
stantly putting the needs of others before
her own. In 1867 and 1868, for example,
she organized Freedmen's Fairs, which
collected clothing and hundreds of dol-
lars for two schools in South Carolina,
even though she had o support hersell
by bartering crops and taking in boarders.

Based on her three years of service
to the Union Army in the Civil War, dur-
ing which time she had worked as a
nurse and helped lead a raid against
a Rebel position in South Carolina,
lubman unsuccessfully applied for back
pay and, later, a pension from the federal
ZOVErTment,

In 1868 her friends hired the author
Sarah Bradford 1o write her biography,

Nelson Davis (seated, with bat), and residents of her home, aroand 1557,










