
On Oct. 3 white students at Gallaudet
University in Washington, D.C., report-
edly held a Black student hostage for over
an hour and repeatedly wrote "KKK" all
over his body with markers.

Seen in this national context of rac-
ist attacks, the gruesome details of the
Williams incident can hardly be imagined
outside the legal framework of a "hate
crime."

Prosecutors said, "Every time they
stabbed her, they called her 'n--r."
Carmen Williams told the Charleston
Gazette regarding her daughter's ordeal,
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What kind of house does a man dream
of who has lived in a six-by-nine-foot cell
for more than 30 years?

This question is at the heart of "The
House That Herman Built," an exhibit
now showing at Artists Space, 38 Greene
St., third floor, in New York City. The
exhibit will end on Dec. 8.

It began as a conversation between
Jackie Sumell and political prisoner
Herman Wallace. Wallace is one of the
Angola 3-three prisoners who were
framed up after joining the Black Panther
Party while confined at Louisiana State
Penitentiary .

The exhibit contains a maquette of the
house that Wallace and Sumell designed,
as well as a replica of Wallace's cell and
timelines and correspondence linking the
research on this case to the dialogue and
architecture. Also part of the exhibit is
a trailer for a film being made about the
friendship between Wallace and Sumell
and the actual realization of the develop-

ment of "The House That Herman Built."
The voice of Robert "King"

Wilkerson, the third prisoner in the
trio, who has been released, is heard
reading Wallace's letters to Sumell.
Wallace has dedicated this exhibit to all
political prisoners and the Jena Six, in
memory of the Angola Three's staunchest
supporter and donor, Dame Anita Roddick,
who tragically passed away in October .
In September 2006, after a new eviden-
tiary hearing, the court commissioner
recommended that Wallace's conviction
on charges he had killed a prison guard
in 1972 be overturned. After sitting on
the recommendation for over a year, the
Louisiana Supreme Court has denied it;
now the case will be reviewed by the First
Circuit Court of Appeals.

The Angola 3 are awaiting a court date
for a suit they have initiated, through the
American Civil Liberties Union, charging
the state with cruel and unusual punish-
ment they suffered while in prison.

For more information, visit www .
Angola3.org, www.hermanshouse.org and
www.anitaroddick.com. D

this type of hatred. [We have] to recog-
nize everyday hatred that goes on in West
Virginia that manifests in bigger events
like what happened to Megan Williams.
Everyday name-calling builds up to big
events such as this."

More and more movements across the
country are springing up to respond to
these attacks. The people united will nev-
er be defeated!

Strobino is a member of the Raleigh
chapter of the youth group FIST (Fight
Imperialism-Stand Together). Contact

fist@workers.org.


