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ularly faced the wrath of the notorious Oukland Police Departmint, so they decided to strike out on - July 1967:
gin al the center, they studied Malcolm X, Frantz Fanon,  Beobby
Seale, lcft,

Blick residenis 1

their own. As Newton and Seale plunned strategy;, usaally ar p
Rowiamne MErmeih, Nelson Mondela and the T

“Followmg the Watls riots in ‘63, there wis o group called the Community Alert Patrol. They would ride sround and — and Huey
observe police officers 1o make them think twice about brutalizing someone,” recalls Seale, 69, “Bul thev got beat up Newton at
a violation of the First  the Panther

by the police and were dragged (o the precinet and locked up. Huey
Amendment beenuse they had o right 1o assemble, He found @ California Stae Supreme Court reling that said all citi- Party head-

2ens have the right o observe officers carrying oul their dury ™ gquarters.

But that wasn't all he foupd. Newton also discovered an obscure Californds statute that allowed ¢itizens o carry

londed rifles and shotguns in public as long as the wenpons weren't directly painted toward another individual, “We
struck upon something very legol with the rght 1o defend oorselves if the police attacked us. Those BLIS Pive us egunl-
tzers,” says Seale, The men crifled an agendn dubbed the Ten-Poimt Program. which listed as goals everything from
afforduble bousing and universal healtheore 1w (Ul employment and military service exemption for Black men

One afternoon, Newton and Seale reviewed drafis of thewr unnamed 5_:[||||[|'_x stated objectives: 1 was looking

through some mall from the day before,” remembers Seale. “1 wrote 1o other organizations o send me information on
their efforts, and | received o sheet from the Lowndes ( vunty Freedom Organization with a picture of o black panther
oA When they Bner reconyened, Seale wold Newton that he was lixated on the (eline creature's ntiributes.

ol who

Lrald Huey that i you push o panther into o corner and don’t Jet it out, sooner or later it's going 10 wi
s Tike Black folks being pushed into a cormer.’ We need

EVEr Is opprassing i, " he recalls, 1 said, *Domn | I.I'L'_'.
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May 2, 1967:
Panthers argue
with a police-
man at the state
Capitol in Sacra-
mento; Jaly 22,
1968: Panthors
march in New
York; July 30,
1968: A Pantheor
protest at the
Alameda County
Courthouse in
California.

ed a name for the organization, so Huey said, ‘What about the Black Panther Party?””

On a coin toss, the men adopted militaristic titles, with Newton becoming the minister of defense and Seale the chair-
man. “I was the organizer and Huey was the leader. I told Huey, ‘You be the designated leader under one condition —
that crap with [Nation of Islam leader] Elijah Muhammad and Malcolm X not getting along, that’s not me. So we shook
hands and that’s how we kicked it off,” says Seale.

Later that night, Seale’s brother, John, came to the antipoverty center and asked him to return home to discuss “fam-
ily business.” When Seale and Newton arrived at the house hours later, they were taken aback. “The door was open and
the lights inside were out. When I went in, the lights came on,” Seale explains. “Guess what was happening inside? It was
my surprse birthday pary.”’ The date was Oct, 22, 1966, On the day Seale wmed 30, the Black Panber Party for Self-
Defense was bom. “We stirted handing out some Ten-Point Programs while everyone was dancing,” says Seale. “But all
they siid was, “Yeah, yeah, Bobby." Nobody was mterested.”

INTEREST HAS UNLY GROWN since then, Four decodes luer, from universities o legions of Internet

Websites, the Black Panther Party remains a subject of both intense analysis and fierce debate. For yoars, detnls on the
inner workings and history of the party have been revealed mainly throwgh the writings of prominent former Panthers,
muny of whom, like Emory University luw professor Kathleen Neal Cleaver and University of California-Santn Cruz
professor Angela Davis, have long been in high demand on the lecture circait. But now, new volces are emerging o pro-
vide insight a5 a stream of books begins hitting store shelves this fall,

The new titles inglude Wil Yor Dhe With Me? : My Life and the Black Panther Parey (Atrin Books ), an engrossing account
from Flores Forbes, the voungest member of the onganization’s central committee; The Black Panthers (Apenure), o photo-
griphic with by
Stephen Shames; and fn Searcl af
the Black Panther Puarty (Duke
University Press), in which histori-
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political impict both in the United States and abroad. Several full-
length documentary projects are also in production ey

T mark the pary’s 40th anniversary, the Ooklund-based Huoey P
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Mewton Foundation plans o convene o panel af the University of *r
Mew Mexico m October. Deavid Hilliard, the former Puanthers chief- \ ;

of-staff, and Elaine Brown, o former Panther chairman., established

-

thie founidation with Newton s wife, Frednka, in 19496, The event will
feature Seale, other former Panthers amd sctor Roger Guenveur
Smith, whose hounting oné-man stage portrival of Newton was
a film for PAS by Spike Lee in 2001,

“It"s a good thing that academics are starting (o study our move-
nuent,” savs Halliad, a childhood friend of Mewton's, “Thene"s

Y

adapted into

been so much revisionist history by people who were not there and
know nothing other than what they read in o few books,”

Also in Ociober, former rank-and-file members will attend a revnion at Oaklond’s Malongn Center for the Arts, The §

Cetaber 13-15 assembly, organized by the 10's Aboot Time Commities, 1 Black Panther alumni association formed in 1995,
will include & bangeet, flms and forums on issues rmnging from criminal justice refomm o reparmations. 106 About Time has
glso coordinated severnl anmiversary-reluted exhibits throughout Califomnia, including one that begins i Seplember at the
Crakdandd Main Library showeasing vintage cditions of the groap’s weekly newspaper, The Black Pantier

“We want people o know what we were really all abow,” says Billy X Jennings. director of It"s About Time, who §
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served in the party’s Oukland headquarters from 1968 10 1974 A lot of as were imvolved m different socinl programs, §
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THE BLACK PANTHERS MARK 40 YEARS

BO B BY SEALE has told this story more times than

he’d care to remember. It’s the tale of how he and Huey P.
Newton, a friend from his days as an engineering student at
Merritt College, held meetings over the course of several
frenzied weeks in October 1966 in Oakland, Calif. Their
mission: to set up an organization committed to the philos-
ophy of Black resistance and building a broader social and
political empowerment movement.
Seale first offered an account in his searing 1970
memoir, Seize the Time: The Story of the Black Panther
Party and Huey P. Newton. The book was adapted from several audio recordings he
made in the San Francisco County jail while being held: for two separate trials on
charges of conspiracy to commit murder and incitement to riot, both of which were later
¢ dropped. He’s also shared the narrative with countless journalists, documentary film-
makers, entertainers, activists and college students who have asked him about it over the years.
. But on this morning in mid-June, after a rigorous workout at an Oakland gym, a rejuvenated
Seale reflects upon the turbulence of the 1960s and contemplates something that few outside his
immediate circle realize -— namely, that he and the organization he co-founded were essentially
born on the same date.
By the fall of 1966, despite more than a decade of aggressive desegregation efforts and passage
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the

B Y C UR T | S : s T EP HEN | Voting Rights Act of %965,widespread dis-

. enchantment prevailed among Black

‘Americans. In the South, the Ku Klux Klan
and White citizens councils maintained a terrifying grip, and in the North urban life was general-
ly defined by poverty, housing inequality and police brutality. As the demand for “Black Power”

u grew, the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) underwent a volatile transition
S £ when its chairman, John Lewis, now a Congressman from Georgia, was ousted by the fiery
; Trinidad-born activist Stokely Carmichael. Still, SNCC remained engaged in its core issue of voter

a

BOBBY SEALE AND HUEY
NEWTON FOUNDED THE
PANTHERS OUT OF FRUSTRA
TION WITH ORGANIZATIONS
THEY FELT WERE INACTIVE
AND NOT CONNECTED

TO THE STREETS.

Z registration and waged a new drive to establish an independent political party in Lowndes County, Ala.

Ch

&  Newton, an evening student at San Francisco Law School, and Seale, who worked at the North Oakland

w Nelghborhood Service, were also in search of something new. After brief stints in groups such as the Afro-American
¥ Assoc1at10n both were frustrated by organizations they felt were inactive and lacking a connection to the streets, where
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