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[ : overtAction Quarterly has always at-

tempted to present an alternative per-
4 spective that goes directly to the heart of
political issues. When tyrannical governments
infringe on the basic fundamental rights of indi-
viduals and groups through both domestic and
foreign counterinsurgency programs, their vic-
timization has been reported in this magazine.
Revelations over the years have exposed, for ex-
ample, the vicious methods of the FBIs Counter-
Intelligence Program (COINTELPRO) used
against U.S. political activists. Many innocent
individuals have been entrapped and then rail-
roaded through a hostile court system, criminal-
ized for no other reason than speaking out and
acting on their political beliefs. Forgotten in gen-
eral by the American public, more than 200 of
these men and women currently languish in pris-
ons throughout this country, some for more than
25 years.

One person who was able to escape horren-
dous persecution, after being convicted in 1977
by an all-white jury and sentenced to life plus 33
years in prison, was Assata Shakur (formerly
known as JoAnne Chesimard).

In her written statement to the 54th Session
of the United Nations Commission on Human
Rights, held in Geneva, Switzerland in March
1998, Assata Shakur testified:

The U.S. Senate’s 1976 Church Committee
report on intelligence operations inside the
U.S.A. revealed that, “The FBI has attempted
covertly to influence the public’s perception of
persons and organizations by disseminating
derogatory information to the press, either
anonymously or through ‘friendly’ news con-
tacts.”

In 1978 my case was one of many cases
brought before the United Nations..., exposing
the existence of political prisoners in the Uni-
ted States, their political persecution, and the
cruel and inhuman treatment they receive in
U.S. prisons.... [See sidebar.]

I was falsely accused in six different “crim-
inal cases,” and in all six of these cases I was
eventually acquitted or the charges were dis-
missed. The fact that I was acquitted or that
the charges were dismissed, did not mean that
I received justice in the courts; that was cer-
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tainly not the case. It only meant that the “ev-
idence” presented against me was so flimsy
and false that my innocence became evident.
This political persecution was part and parcel
of the government’s policy of eliminating po-
litical opponents by charging them with
crimes and arresting them with no regard to
the factual basis of such charges. ...

On May 2, 1973, 1, along with Zayd Malik
Shakur and Sundiata Acoli, were stopped on
the New Jersey Turnpike, supposedly for a
“faulty tail light.” Sundiata Acoli got out of the
car to determine why we were stopped. Zayd
and I remained in the car. State Trooper Har-
per then came to the car, opened the door, and
began to question us. Because we were black,
and riding in a car with Vermont license
plates, he claimed he became “suspicious.” He
then drew his gun, pointed it at us, and told us
to put our hands up in the air in front of us,
where he could see them. I complied and in a
split second, there was a sound that came from
outside the car, there was a sudden movement,
and I was shot once with my arms held up in

the air, and then once again from the back.
Zayd Malik Shakur was later killed, Trooper
Werner Foerster was killed. I was left on the
ground to die and when I did not, I was taken
to a local hospital where 1 was threatened,
beaten, and tortured....

Even though trooper Harper admitted that
he shot and killed Zayd Malik Shakur, under
the New Jersey felony murder law, 1 was
charged with killing both Zayd Malik Shakur,
who was my closest friend and comrade, and
charged in the death of Trooper Foerster. Nev-
er in my life have 1 felt such grief. Zayd had
vowed to protect me, and to help me to get to
a safe place, and it was clear that he had lost
his life trying to protect both me and Sundiata.
Although he was also unarmed, and the gun
that killed Trooper Foerster was found under
Zaydss leg, Sundiata Acoli, who was captured
later, was also charged with both deaths.
Neither Sundiata Acoli nor 1 ever received a
fair trial. We were both convicted in the news
media way before our trials. No news media
was ever permitted to interview us, although

THE U.N. PETITION

On December 11, 1978, attorney Lennox Hinds, on behalf of the National Conference of
Black Lawyers, the National Alliance Against Racism, and the Commission for Racial Jus-
tice of the United Church of Christ, sent a petition to the United Nations Commission on
Human Rights alleging a “consistent pattern of gross ... violations of human rights and fun-
damental freedoms of certain classes of political prisoners in the United States because of
their race, economic status, and political beliefs.”

The petition, referring to the case of Assata Shakur, stated that, “The FBI and the New
York Police Department, in particular, charged and accused Assata Shakur of participating
in attacks on law enforcement personnel, and widely circulated such charges and accusa-
tions among police agencies and units. The FBI and the NYPD further charged her as being
a leader of the Black Liberation Army, which the government and its respective agencies de-
scribed as an organization engaged in the shooting of police officers. This description of the
Black Liberation Army and the accusation of Assata Shakur’s relationship to it was widely
circulated by government agents among police agencies and units. As a result of these ac-
tivities by the government, Ms. Shakur became a hunted person; posters in police precincts
and banks described her as being involved in serious criminal activities; she was highlight-
ed on the FBI's most wanted list; and to police at all levels she became a “shoot-to-kill’ tar-
get.”

In response to the petition, seven international jurists visited a number of prisons on
August 3-20, 1979, and reported their findings. They listed four categories of prisoners, the
first of which were political prisoners, defined as “a class of victims of FBI misconduct
through the COINTELPRO strategy and other forms of illegal governmental conduct who
as political activists have been selectively targeted for provocation, false arrests, entrapment,
fabrication of evidence, and spurious criminal prosecutions. This class is exemplified by at
least: The Wilmington Ten, the Charlotte Three, Assata Shakur, Sundiata Acoli, Imari Oba-
dele and other Republic of New Africa defendants, David Rice, Ed Poindexter, Elmer "Ger-
onimo’ Pratt, Richard Marshall, Russell Means, Ted Means, and other American Indian
Movement defendants.” -

“One of the worst cases,” they wrote, “is that of Assata Shakur, who spent over twenty
months in solitary confinenent in two separate men’s prisons subject to conditions totally
unbefitting any prisoner. Many more months were spent in solitary confinement im mixed
or all-women’s prisons. Presently, after protracted litigation, she is confined at Clinton Cor-
rectional Facility for Women in maximum security. She has never on any occasion been
punished for any infraction of prison rules which might in any way justify such cruel or un-
usual punishment.”
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