


I. The Problem

Recently i~ the Black colony of Harlem a 12.\'(;'aY
old Black boy was murdered b)~ an overdose of heJ'oirl.
Less than two weeks later a 15 -\~ear old Black g'irl
met the same tragic fate. During the .\'ear 1969 in Ne1~'
York City alone there were over 900 deaths resulting
from drug addiction. Of these, 210 were youths ranging-
in age from 12 to 19. Of the over 900 dead, the ov('r-
whelming majority were Black and Puerto Ricar,. Ii
is estimated that there are at least 25,000 youths ad-
dicted to narcotics in New York City--and that is a

conservative estimate.
Drug addiction in the colonized ghettos of .tlmf'I'ica

has constituted a major problem for over 15 years. Its
use is so widespread that it can--without fear of exag-
geration--be termed a "plague ." It has reached epidemic
proportions, and it is still growing. But it has only
been within the last few years that the racist U.S. gov-
ernment has considered drug addiction "a matter of
grave concern." It is interesting to note that this growing
conce-rn on the part of the government is proportionate
to the spread of the plagll-e into the inner sanctums of
the ~ite middle and upper-class comm-unities. As long
as the plague was confined to the ghetto, the government
did not see fit to deem it a problem. But as soon- a"

college professors, demagogic politicians, money-crazed
finance capitalists and industrialists discovered that their
own sons and daughters had fallen .victim to the plague,
a virtual "state of national emergency" was declared.
This is significant, for it provides us with a clue to the
unde-rstanding of the plague as it relates to Black peoPle.

From the Federal Bureau of Narcotics, to the clergy.
to members of the medical profession, so-called ed'uca-
tors, psychologists, right on down to the chemically
enslaved addicts on the street corner, the hopes for
effectively curbing the spread of the plague are dis-
hearteningly dim. Despite the stiffer jail sentences being
meted out to those whom the law defines as 'd-rug pro-
fiteers'--a euphemism for illegal capitalists--there are
more dnpe dealers now than ever before. Despite the
ever increasing number of preventive and rehabilitative
programs the plague proliferates; it threatens to devour

an entire generation of youth.
The basic reason why the pwgue...cannot be stopped
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" the drug prevention and rehabilitation programs is

'at these programs, with their archaic, bourgeois
reudian approqch and their unrealistic therapeutic com-
lunities, do not deal with the causes of the problem.
'hese programs deliberately n6gate or at best deal
ippantly with the socio-economic origin of drug addic-
on. These programs sanctimoniously deny tJ-~e fact that
:zpitalist exPloita"tion and racial oppressilJn ure the main
)ntributing factors to drug addiction in regard to Black
~ople. These programs were never intended to cure
lack addicts. They can't even cure the White addicts

!ey were designed for .
This fascist government defines the cause of addiction

)' the importation of the plague into the country by smug-
!ers. They themselves even admit that stopping the entry
f the plague is impossible. For every kilo (2.2 lbs.) of
eroin they confiscate, at least 25 kilos get past customs
gents. The government is well aware of the fact that
ven if they were able to stop the importation of heroin.
ope dealers and addicts would simply find another drug
:> take its place. The government is totally incapable
{ addressing itself to the true causes of drug addiction,
(}r to do so would necessitate effecting a radical trans-
ormation of this society. The social consciousness of
his society, the values, mores and traditions would
lave to be altered. And this would be impossible without
otally changing the way in which the means of producing
;ocial wealth is owned and distributed. Only a revolution

:,an eliminate the plague.
Drug addiction is a monstrous symptom of the malig-

wncy which is ravaging the social fabric of this capital-
ist system. Drug addiction is a social phenomena that
9ruws organically from the social system. Every social
1henomenon that emanates from a social system that is

t>redicated upon and driven by bitter class antagonisms
that result from class exploitation must be seen from (i

class point of view.

Escapism and Self-Destruction

lTI. regard to Black people, our problems are com-
)unded and take on appalling dimensions as a result
r the racist dehumanization that we are subjected to.
o understand the plague as it relates to Black peoPle,
e must analyze the effects of capitalist economic ex-

roitation and racist dehumanization 2. ' .1



The heinous and sadistic program of annihilating the
humanity of Black peoPle that was initiated over 400
years ago by money-mad slave masters and that has
continued unabated until this very day is deliberate and
systematic. It is done for the purpose of justifying and
facilitating our exploitation. Since the reality of our
objective existence seemed to confirm the racist doc-
trines of W11ite superiority and its antithesis, Black
inferiority, and since we lacked an understanding of our
condition. we internalized the racist propaganda of our
qppressors. We began to believe that we were inherently
inferior to Whites. These feelings of inferiority gave
birth to a sense of self-hat1'ed which finds expression
in self-destructive behavior patterns. The wretchedness
of our plight, our sense of powerlessness and despair
created un"thin our minds a pyedisposition toward the
use of any substance which produces euphoric illusions.
We are inclined to use anything that enables us to suffer
peacefully. We have developed an escapist complex.
This escapist complex is self-destructive.

The depraved capitalist-racist oppressor exploits these
psychological and emotional deficiencies for all they- are
worth. The oppressor encourages our participation inany
activity that is self-destructive. Our self-destructive
behavior patterns and our escapist tendencies consti-
tute a source of profits for the capitalists. Theyalso,
by weakening, dividing and destroying us, reinforce the
strength of the ~pressor enabling him to perpet -
uate his dominatio1& over us.

Fratricidal street-gang fighting is a direct manifes-
tation of a self-destructive behavior pattern. It is also
a form of escapism by which Black youths vent their
rage, frustrations and despair on each other rather than
dealing with the true enemy. Pathological religionism or
the fanatical indulgence in religion is essentially es-
capist because it encourages the victim to concentrate
his attention, energy and hope for salvation and freedom
upon a dubi()C..;S, mystical force. It disencourages con-
fronting the actual causes of our misery and depriva-
tion. It encourages the focusing of attentjon upon pie
in the sky, rather than the securing of more lamb chops
right here on planet earth. It also serves as a source
of profits for those religious charlatans, preachers and
ministers who exploit it.

Alcoholism is both self-destructive and escapist. It
is also a source of tremendous profits for the capital-3. .


















