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LLOYD BARBEE COMMENTS

Wisconsin state legislator Lloyd
Barbee has consistently been one of
the few elected officials in the United
States who truly represents the
masses of peoPle. We present here
an informative and perceptive com-
mentary, authored by Representative
Barbee, on the independence of the
Bahamas proclaimed July 10, 1973.

soldiers who had been transported

here and had already surrounded the

village, invaded it with ferocity, in-

creasing the terror of the inhabit-
ants already terrorized by the bombs.

Once inside the village the soldiers

started ransacking the huts, and this

was followed immediately by the mas-

sacre of the people.

.'One group of soldiers got to-

gether a part of the people inacourt-

yard to shoot them. The villagers were

forced to sit in two groups, the men

on the one side and the women on the

other, so that they could more easily

see those that were being shot. By

means of a signal, a soldier indicated

\vhom he wished, either a man or

woman.

.'The indicated person stood up,

seperating himself from the group.
The soldier shot him. This procedure

brought about the largest number of

victims. Many children at the breast
and on the backs of their mothers were

shot at the same time as their mo-

thers." (The names of 86 people who

were among those-shot in this manner

followed.)
The report continued: .'One woman

called Vain~ was invited to stand up.
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(London, England) -A British Ro-
man Catholic priest has recently di-
vulged the PortltgUese army massacre
of more than 400 Mozambique Afri-
cans, including women and children.
In a July front page story in The
Times of London, Father Adrian Bast-
ings, recently returned from Mozam-
bique and the source for The Times
story, said that the growth of guerrilla
activity by FRELIMO, the Mozam-
bique Revolutionary L iberation Front,
has sparked Por~ese government
forces to systematically massacre
peoPle in villages thought to have
helped FRELIMO.

The information about the massacre
at the village of Wiriyamu came to
Fr. Bastings from Spanish mission-
aries who themselves buried many
of the victims. Two priests, who also
personally met and talked with sur-
vivors of the massacre are now in
jail in Lourenco Marques, caPital of
Mozambique, held by the Por~ese
administrators for exposing this atro-
city to the world.

Excerpts of Father Bastings des-
cription of the December 16, 1972,
massacre, as it appeared in The
Times of London, follows:
"Following a bombardment, the

The Bahamas, an archipelago con-
sisting of approximately 700 islands
between Florida and the island of
Haiti, became an independent nation
on Tuesday. By becoming the world's
143rd sovereign country, the Bahamas
ended more than 300 years of British
rule and eventually white domination.

Change for independence became
manifest when Lynden Pindling be-
came Prime Minister of the Bahamas
and leader of the majority Progres-
sive Liberal Party in 1967. This was
the first time that a Black was chosen
to lead this country .Considering the
fact that 85% of the island groups'
population is Black, it was about time.

Now that the July 10, Independence
Day celebration is over, I cross my
fingers in hopes that the country will
now be able to deal with its economic
development besides the promotion of
white tourism. Pindling, it appears,
is already on the road to solving the
economic situation in the Bahamas.
The new leader is planning on nego-
tiating with Cuba about the new coun-
try's sea boundaries and fishing
rights, as well as settling with foreign
investments.

The prime minister of the Bahamas
is also considering raising the rent
on the U.S. government for the mi-
litary bases which are situated on the
island. Because of past British-
American relations, the U.S. govern-
ment was getting off easy as far as
reimbursing the Bahamas government
for use of their land for military in-
stallations. Now, hopefully, the Ba-
hamas will be able to settle for a
more adequate reimbursement.

Racism, however, still exists in the
Bahamas. A secessionist movement
was started just prior to the island
group's independence on the island of
Abaco. Approximately 3,000 whites,
comprising about half the population
on the island, want to become a
separate unit attached to the British
Commonwealth. Some observers say

that certain U,S, interests have come
out in support of this move because
of the fear that the islands will be-
come a.'second Cuba",

Critics of the Bahama government
have charged that Pindling has been
carrying out a .'Blacks only'. policy,

especially in regard to employment.
Government policy there bans the

importation of foreign workers to
perform jobs that Bahamians can do
just as well. Previously, however,
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