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THE BLACK PANTHER

MONDAY, FEB, 17, 1869

EDITORIAL STATEMENT

By FRANK JONES

Deputy Minister of Information

This week we will have a nation- inthe pursuit of our political goals,
wide celebration Tor the hirthday of our
Minister of Defense, Huey P. Newlon
While celebrating Huey's birthday, we
must maintun the proper perspective
We cannot allow the success of Huey's
birthday weekend 1o be construed o be
as o goal accomplished. The birthday
celebration is 1o symbolize the love and

respect that we have for our Minister
of Defense and can serve (o inspire us

The birthday celebration is a sym-
bol. The substance of our political ef-
forts is freedom - (reedom for the op-
pressed and immediate  freedom for
Huey P. Newton. We should all unite
in wishing Huey a happy birthday and
then resolutely seek to give Huey the
gift he sought for us - freedom
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We must be dynamie, always mov-
ing, changing. We must study
thoroughly, separately, every ris-
ing development, each given situa-
tion and apply those truths, those
theories which are applicable to
i,

But there are 2 basic qualifica-
tions which are the foundation
upon which all of the above are
built. They are obvious and I'm
sure will ignite no ferment of
opposition, But each one of us
must look to himnself honestly,
objectively, critfcally, and ask:
Am | really THERE? The first,
of course, is commitment to the
revolution, Commitment is there-
sult of politicalknowledge, gleaned
from study and experience; com-
plete commitment and ACTIVE
involvement. (An intellectual,
‘arm-chair revolutionary’ is
simply not a revolutionary). Mao
quotes Stalin - RED BOOK, page
231: ‘‘theory becomes purpose-
less if it is not connected with
revolutionary practice” and
“practice gropes in the dark if
its path is not illumined by rev-
olutionary theory’’. Two insepar-
ables: theory. and practice. Com-~
mitment must be based on poli-
tical knowledge, and the under-
standing of the economic basis -
the NEED in a capitalistic society

- for the exploitation of the ma-
jority by a minority: PROFIT:
the value of a product produced
by the workers, in surplus of their
wages; the money stolen from the
workers and pocketted by the
bosses, for THEIR welfare; wheras
it should be placed in a People’s
Fund for the benefit of the people,
And action based on this knowe
ledge; not action for the sake of
action, but action for the pur-
puse of furthering the cause of
revolution; action designed to in-

dance all around it and never
see it. It is truth, blindingly ob-
vious: 1 believe feverently that al-
though one can learn much from
books - facts, statistics, dates -
one learns nothing - NOTHING!
~ about people from books. People
are, after all, emotional beings,
and must be understood emotfon-
ally, not intellectually. One doesn’t
love intellectually, One. doesn’t
*think’* people; one '‘feels’
people, One experiences people.
And therein lies THE CAUSE:
450 years of separate experiences,
separate lives, :

Love is a misused, worn-out, de-
crepit phase, but it has to be re-
born, bundled in the warmth of
what is for me fts true mean-
ing; the coming together - the
touching - of two separate entities
into a third whole,

You know it now; perhaps you
knew it all the time. The second
necessary component of & revolu-
tionary 18 love for the people.
You cannot win without the people
and you cannot winthe people with-
out love. Too many radicals to-
day spend too much time shower-
ing contempt upon the American
working people and their *‘middle-
class'” values. These endless,
wasted hours would be better spent
in study, in teaching, in organiz-
ing the people without whom their
radicalism will come to no frui-
tion, It give one pause to re-
flect: do they really want change
or are they merely seeking atten-
tion and the opportunity to mouth
pretty, 10-syllable words?

Have | the right - is there a
reason for my writing a series
of articles expressing my views
about Huey and how he and the
Panthers affect me, a white rev-
olutionary? Malcom said that a
bridge must be built, a bridge
between the black and white com-
munittes and Huey said that the
Panthers could be- that bridge.
I must stand ON that bridge and
transmit my thoughts and feel-
ings in both directions because
I know that the survival of the ex-
tremeties, on both sides of the
bridge, depends on their coming

crease the political consci

of the working class, increase its
knowledge of the enemy and his
strategy -particularly his strategy
of divide and conquer’’: RACISM-
which, In turn, allows him to rule
- with 2 distinct sets of rules:
one for the conqueror, another for
the conquered. The first basic
need; total cominitment and in-
volvement,

Before 1 reveal what I think
(what 1 KNOW) is the second basic
qualification, let me share with
you - in a sentence - my life
philosoply. Itds an odd philoso-
phy; the simplest of all philoso-
phies; the core, the seed of truth,
The only true life philosophy, so

gether as 2 aut ies - and
touching one another. 1 know that
today it is necessary for a Black
Panther Party and an Asian =
American Political Alljance and a
Brown Berets and aNative Ameri-
can Group and If we're sharp
enough, a White Panther Party, but
I must fight for the day when we
will have not a black, nor a white,
nor a colorless - but a COLOR-
FUL PARTY.

I have no doubt that someone
who knows Huey well can write
of him better than I, but I know,
too, and will shout the truth of
the title of this series: HUEY
IS MY BROTHER, TOOI Huey is
the brother of all people, if they
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