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The following manifesto outlines the aims and program of one of the
two underground organizations in Brazil which were responsible for the
p of U.S. Ambassador Elbrick. Carlos Marighella is the leader of

Acdo Libertadora Nacional (National Liberating Action). F. ly he’

was a leading member of the Communist Partv of Brazil. —The Editon.

From somewhere in Brazil, I address myself to Brazilian
public opinion, especially to workers, poor farmers, students,
teachers, journalists and intellectuals, priests and bishops, youth
and women.

The military took power by violence in 1964; they them-
selves opened the way to subversion. Thus, they should not com-
plain nor be surprised that patriots are working to oust them
from the positions of authority which they so brazenly usurped.
Just what kind of order do these gorillas wish to preserve?
Assassinations of students in public squares? Executions by the
Death Squadron? Tortures and beatings by the Department
of Public and Social Order and the military?

The government has denationalized the country, surren-
dering it to the United States—the worst enemy of the Brazilian
people. North Americans own the best tracts of land in Brazil.
They own a large part of Amazonia and of our mineral wealth,
including atomic minerals.* They have installed strategically
placed rocket-bases in our territory. Agents of North American
espionage, of the CIA, have ensconced themselves in our coun-
try, guiding the police in manhunts of Brazilian patriots and
advising the government on how best to repress the people.

The MEC-USAID Agreement [between the Brazilian
Ministry of Education and Culture and the U.S. Agency for
International Development] has been put into effect by the

dictatorship for the purpose of imposing the North ‘American *

system of education in our country and transforming our uni-
versity into a private institution where only the wealthy may,
study. Meanwhile, students must face the bullets of the mxhtary!
police and defend their right to study with their blood.

For the workers: wage freezes and unemployment; for the
peasants: evictions, illegal usurpation of their land, extortionary
rents; for those of the Northeast: hunger, misery, discase.

Freedom does not exist in Brazil. Censorship is exercised
for the purpose of restricting intellectual activity. Religious

/ persecution is intensified daily: priests are arrested and expelled
from the country; bishops are attacked and threatened.

Inflation flourishes uncurbed. There is too much money in
the hands of the big capitalists, while less and less goes to the
workers. Along with such low wages and such frequent decreases
in real wages, rents and the cost of living have reached a
new high.

Governmental corruption is rampant. It is shameful that
the most corrupt individuals are to be found among cabinet
ministers and officers of the armed forces. Members of the gov-
ernment live like potentates, indulging in contraband and
robbery; meanwhile, government employees have been granted
a mere 20 percent wage increase.

The orgy of inflated money has given rise to a wave of
petty crime, a social phenomenon in a country where nabobs
squander fortunes and impoverished millions plead for work,
food, and skelter, The dictatorship, lacking moral vigor, cannot
command respect and its authority is being threatened. It can-

. not even guarantce money in banks nor its distribution. Further-
' “more, it invites ridicule when it attempts to present a patriot

{Marighella himself] as Superman, attributing to him the gift

of ubiquity and the perpetration of all the terrorist assaults
and other acts that are being carried out throughout the
country.

In the face of the scandalous avalanche of lies and the
acutely slanderous accusations made against me, I have no
alternative but to answer the government—and its despicable
police' agencies who are determined to capture me, dead or
alive—with bullets. Things have changed since 1964, when
I was unarmed: the police fired on me and I was unable to
repay them in kind.

Ultra-right organizations organize attacks, throw bombs,
kidnap, kill. But we never hear that the government is pursuing
any of the terrorists of the CCC [Communist-Pursuit Com-
mandos]. ‘

The dictatorship claims that a subversive plot exists. a
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perately to track down the leadership. But the leadership is
to be found in popular discontent, for nobody can tolerate a
government such as this one.

The movement which evokes such terror among the gorillas
comes from below; it does not come from the politicians de-
prived of their rights but from the innards of a disaffected
people, now determined to use mass foree. This is the source of
its unity and organization. :

We shall not overthrow the dictatorship by means of mili-
tary coups, elections, redemocratization, nor with any of the
other panaceas of the tolerated bourgeois opposition. We do
not believe in a compliant, submissive parliament, maintained
with the approval of the dictatorship, and ready to yield on
every point so that deputies and scnators can survive, with their
subsidies intact.

We do not believe in a peaceful solution. The conditions
for violence are not in the least artificial. They have existed
in Brazil ever since the dictatorship used force to take power.

Violence generates violence. And our only way out is to
do what we are now doing: using violence against those who
used it first, and who used it to the detriment of the national
interest and the people. The violence that we proclaim, defend,
and organize is the violence of armed struggle by the people,
of guerrilla warfare.

The gorillas think that Che Guevara’s death meant t'he
end of guerrilla struggle. On the contrary, we in_Bmzil, in-
spired by the example of this selfless, heroic guerrillero, carry
on his patriotic struggle, working together with our people,'
with a confident spirit and’ with history on our sidés .~

A vast movement of resistance to the dictatorship is taking'
place in our country. And from within it guerrilla operations
and tactics have emerged. Accepting the homorable title‘of
Public Enemy Number One, bestowed on me by the gorilla

" government, I assume responsibility for the eruption of such

guerrilla operations and their tactics.

Who will unleash future attacks? Where, how, and when
will they crupt? This is the guerrilla movement’s secret, wlnch
the enemy will try in vain to discover. Revolutionary initiative
is in our hands, We are already on the move and we shall
wait no longer. The gorillas will remain in their dark ln_byrin'xth
until they are forced to transform Brazl’s political situation
into a military one. )

In unleashing the people’s revolution, in using guerrilla
‘tactics, our aim is to organize a just and necessary war against
‘the United States, a total revolutionary war of the Brazlian
people against its enemies.

The Brazlian Revolutionary War is a long war—not a
conspiracy. Its history is already being written with the blood
of studcnts in the sireets, In priscns where patriots are tortured
and masacred, in the actioms of persceuted and humiliated
priests, in workers' strikes, in peasant represtton, in strugplee
delined by violence in rural areas and urban centem.
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In rural or urban areas, there are three big options open to
revolutionaries; they can choose to work with the guerrilla
front, with the masses, or in the support and maintenance net-
work, In all of these fronts work must be clandestine; under-
ground groups must be organized; vigilance against police
infiltration must be maintained; informers, spies, and stool-
pigeons must be punished by death; no information must filter
through to the enemy.

Whatever the situation, arms and ammunitions are neces-
sary; the revolutionaries’ fire-power must be increased and used
effectively; decisiveness and rapidity are necessary, even n small
actions such as leaflet distribution and wall painting.

Among the measures considered necessary for the well-
being of the people, to be instituted after the triumph of the
revolution, are the following:

We shall abolish privilege and censorship,

We shall institute freedom of creative expression and religion.

We shall free all political prisoners and others sentenced by
the present dictatorship.

We shall abolish the political police, the National Information
Service (SNI), the Naval Secret Service (CELIMAR), and other
repressive police agencies,

We shall, after summary public trials, sentence to death all
CIA agents found within the country, as well as those police agents
responsible for torture, beatings, shootings, and executions of
prisoners.

We shall expel North Americans and confiscate their property,
including companies, banks, and landholdings.

We shall confiscate the holdings of those private, domestic,
capitalist enterprises that collaborated with the North Americans
and opposed the revolution. _

We shall restore effective state control over monetary ex-
change, foreign trade, mineral wealth, communications and basic
public services.

We shall confiscate latifundio holdings, putting an end to
land monopoly, guaranteeing property titles to those farmers who
work the land, ending forms of exploitation such as share-
cropping, tenant farming, privileges and exemptions, payment in
script, company stores, evictions of peasants and usurpation of
their land; and we shall punish all those who have committed
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crimes against peasants.

We shall confiscate all illicit fortunes of the big capitalists and
exploiters of the people.

We shall abolish corruption.

‘We shall guarantee employment to all workers and to women,
liquidating unemployment and underemployment, and applying the
slogan: “From each according to his ability; to each according
to his work.”

We shall, for the protection of the tenant, revoke the current
rent laws, abolishing evictions and reducing rents; we shall offer
facilities for home ownership. )

We shall reform the entire educational system, nullifying the
MEC-USAID Agreement and all other vestiges of North American
interference, giving to Brazilian education. the focus needed for the
liberation of our people and their independent development.

We shall encourage scientific research.

We shall free Brazil from its condition of a satellite of North
American foreign policy, so that we may be independent of the
policy of military blocs; we shall follow a line of full support
for the underdeveloped countries and for the anti-imperialist
struggle.

All these measures will be supported by the armed alliance
of workers, peasants, and students; from this alliance will arise
the Revolutionary Army of National Liberation, of which the
guerrilla force is the embryo.

We are on the threshold of a new epoch in Brazil, mark-
ing the radical transformation of our society and the achieve-
ment of true dignity for Brazilian men and women.

We are fighting to win power and for the substitution of
the bureaucratic and military machinery of state by the armed
people. A popular-revolutionary government will be the great
objective of our strategy.

Hatred unto death for the North American imperialists!
Down with the military dictatorship!
Viva Che Guevara!

Brazil, December 1968
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