Malcotm X Was 4 Black Wan

Eldridge Cleaver, Minister of
Information of the Black Panther
Party, states that Huey P. Newton’s
genius is that the Minister of De-
fense took up where Brother Mal-
colm X left off when he was
assagsinated, Huey was successful
in creating an organization unique

in the history of Afro-America. A
revolutionary political party with
self-perpetuating machinery. This
is a historic achievement. Anditis
the thoughts of Huey P, Newton
runderscored by the ideology and

hilosophy seeded by N X,
that holds the Black Panther Party
together and constitutes {ts found-
atfon,

Early in1964 Malcolm denounced
the racist demagogy of Elijah Muh-
ammad’s Quasi-Islamic organi-
zatjon and had what can be called
a second rebirth when he decided
his place was with the Black mass~
es, As a Black Musiim leader,
Malcolm X had rejected the cor-
ruptAmericansociety, Buthe pass-
ed from merely rejecting it (a
negative, passive position) to re-
belling against it and organizing to
change its decadent nature (aposi-
tive, active position) by any means
necessary-Revolution,

It was the awakening into self-
consciousness of twenty-two mil~
lion Black people which was so
compelling. Malcolm articulated
their aspirations better than any
other Black man of his time. To
many persons within the Black
community, however, ‘‘the new
Malcolm X' was understood in
some ways, misunderstood in
others. Some of his ideas ch d,

19,1925 in Omaha, Nebraska. His
father was a Baptist Minister,
who spent as much time preaching
*‘Back to Africanism'’ as he did
religion, and his family suffered
the financial consequences inevi-
table in a capitalist society under
such circumstances. The father
was an advocate of Marcus Gar-
vey's Universal Negro Improve-
ment Association, andhe was proud
and militant, He was killed, when
Malcolm was six, by White racist
night riders.

Eight children were too many
for Malcolm’s mother to care for
alone, When he was twelve, Mal-
colm went to Boston to live with
a half-sister, who tried to
encourage him to mingle with the
middle-class Black people ‘‘on
the hill” in Roxbury. But it was
to the "*hip* and the *‘sharp’’
hangouts in the Black ghetto of
Boston that Malcolm was lured,
In no time he was processing his
halr, wearing the wildest sytles,
and escorting White girls about
the town.

Malcolm got a job as a sand-
wich and ice—cream vendor on the
Boston-New Haven railroad when
he was sixteen, He came to New
York, especially Harlem, wherehe
soon was a regular in the most
grooving niteries. He was hired
as 2 waiter in Small’s Paradise,
where, listening attentively to the
patrons, he became expertly
&chooled in the art of “*hustling”’,

Because of his red hair, Mal-
colm became known as ‘‘Detroit
Red."” In a couple of years he

others did not.

But America’s racist, fascist
power structure and fts flunky
spokesmen understood exactly
what was happening, and they were
mere hostile to Malcolm after the
splitfwith Muhammad's Nation of
Islam than before when his mes-
sages were also irresistable, And
the capitalist ruling class had
greater reason to hate and fear
Malcolm, as it likewise does the
Black Panther Party today, when
he set out to build & new revo-
lutionary movement, That is why
as William F. Warde puts it, Mal-
colm X *‘was crucified by the paid
press (mass media) long before
he was martyred by the assassin’s
bullets."

When Malcolm X died, there was
virtually nothing of what he had
said in print. But since then many
thousands and thousands of people
the world over have hadthe chance
to read and hear what Malcolm
X said, including large numbers
who had never heard of Maicolm
while he was alive. Nevertheless,
the essence of Malcolm’s revo-
lutionary ideology can be summed
up as follows: that Black people
can get their freedom only by
fighting for it; that America’s
decalent government is a racist
government and is not going to
grant freedom to its oppressed
Black people; that gradualism, the
program of non-violent liberals,
White and Black, is not the road
to either equality or lberation
from oppression; that Uncle Toms
the slavemaster's boot-licking
‘““House Niggers'’, must be ex-
posed and opposed; that Black
people must rely on themselves
and control their own liberation
struggle; that Black people must
determine their own Strategy and
tactics; and that Black people

must select thefr own leaders from
‘within, thelr own communities,

- Malcolm
“arimis

X had beeri a so~called
2t =i P T
(o 1

I & liatag,
vally believed Wirs
T “dewil." Bur &l thas
Had changed, two days before his

death, in commenting to Gordon
A\ Pgrks about his past life, he said:
L *frhat was a inad scefie. The sick-
M ness and madness of those days,
S1I'm glad to be free of them.’
Peo  Maleottw  Littte * was born May

ma wis 4

was d by the
vices of capitalism; known to al-
ways be packing a piece, a dope
peddier, a pimp, and a numbers
runner - one of the sharpest,
toughest of the teen-age Harlem
hustlers on the sweets. Returning
to Bostor, he was. arrested for
armed robbery and sentenced to
ten years in jall. Malcolm was
then twenty-one

In jail, Malcolm took a corres-
pondence course in English and
through the efforts of his brother,
Reginaid, was introduced to '*The
Nation of Islam.’” Malcolm became
4 Muslim and for the first time
in his lfe acquired a sense of
dignity and self-worth, He changed
his name, in line with organization-
al policy to reject names imposed
by former slave masters, He be-
came Malcolm X,

When he was released from pri-
son  he went immediately to
Chicago to meet Elijah Muhammad,
Elijah ok Malcolm under his
private tutelage, and Malcolm be-
came totally devoted to the ‘‘Mes-
senger of Allah™ and his preach-
ings. In the years that followed

the depth of the hypocrisy and
falsehood thatcovers the real soclal
relationships in this decadent
Americansociety. To him, the key
was not 80 much the lies that the
racist ruling class and fts lackeys’
propagated, but the lies and the
falsehoods about Black people
per se, their past and their pot-
entialities, which Black people ac-
cepted,

Malcolm’'s message to the
ghetto, his agitation against racism
was a special kind, What he did
stemmed from a study of the
history of Afro-Amerficans, Heex-
plained that in order for oppressed
Black people to know what to do
to know how to go about winning
freedom, they had to first answer
three questions: Where did you
come from?How did you get there?
Who is responsible for your con-
dition?
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Malcolm X became the leading
pok for the Musl He
appeared more frequently in pub-
lic than Muhammad himself, and he
began to speak out on topics that
went beyond 'Muslim precepts.
Malcolm X believed the organi-
zation could play animportant role
in the struggle for civil rights.
On November 22, 1963, John F,
Kennedy was assassinated. During
the question and answer period of
a meeting in New York, Malcolm
X was asked what he thought about
the assassination. He answered
that it was a case of ‘*The chick-
ens coming home to roost’’, and
went on to explain that he meant
that the same hate in the White
racist power structure that allowed
them to wantonly murder frnocent
Black people had spread so far
that ‘it finally had struck down
this country’s chief of state.’
The newspaper played up Mal-
colm’s remark but not his inter-
petation. Muhammad suspended
Malcolm for ninety days, and other
Muslim leaders mounted an un-
remitting attack against him.
Malcolm left the Nation of Is-
lam and began to formulate the
ideology and philosophy of a new
revolutionary movement. He saw

h ized, He pubi the facts
that have been suppressed from
regular White racist history books
and kepe out of schools.

While in the Muslims and after
he left, Malcolm X taught that
the process by which Africans were
made into slaves was one of de-
humanizing them. Through barbar-
ous cruelty, comparable to the
worst Nazi concentration camps,
Black people were taught to fear
the White man. They were syste-
matically stripped of their lan-
‘guage, culture, history, names,
religion, of all connections with
their home n Africa, and their
true identity, Black people were
named ‘Negro’ signifying this lack
of identity and this flagrant de-
nial of African origin,

Malcolm asked the Black Amer-
{can: Who taught you to hate your-
self? Who taught you to be a paci-
fist? Was he a pacifist? Who said
Black people cannot defend them-
selves? Does he defend himself?
Who taught you not to go too far
and too fast in your fight for free-
dom? Did he stand to lose some-
thing by the speed of your vic-
tory? Who taught you to vote for
the fox to escape the wolf? What
does the fox give in return?

All of these questions and so

many more needed no answers. All
the questions were directed to the
Black masses who had nothing to
lose and no stakes in the corrupt
system as it exists now.

Malcolm spoke of self-defense,
and the real meaning of viclence,
He continually pointed out that the
source of violence was the op-
pressor, not the oppressed. Out
of one side of its mouth the gov-
ernment and the press preached
pacifism to Black people while
out of the other side comes the
cold announcement that they will
destroy as many North Vietnamese
as they wish, Malcolm X never
tired of pointing out the hypo-
crisy of this form of pacifism,
its ineffectuality and its degrad-
ing and masochistic character,

Malcolm always sought to ex-
pose those who were responsible
for really maintaining the racism
of this socfety rather than direct-
ing hin fire at the puppems, He

never tired of explaining sod de-
monstrating that it was the fed-
eral government headed by the
pr that was responsible for
maintaining racism in the North
and South, He point out that LB]’s
closest friendin the Senate, Rich-
ard Russell, was leading the fighs
agafnst the civil rights bill. Mal~
colm was challenged by areporter
who doubted that Jobnson’s friend-
ship with Russell proved anything.
Malcolm looked at him with his
usual smile and sald, off the cuff,
‘“¥ you tell me you: are against
robbing banks, and your best friend
is Jesse jJames, I have grounds
to doubt your sincerity.’”

The final point in his political
development which was so impor-
tant was Malcolm’s revolutionary

could only be won everywhere, th
Africa, Malcolm said, *Our
problem is your problem...your *
problem will never be fully solved
until and unless ours are solved.
You will never be fully respected, .
until and unless we are also re-
spected. You will never be recog-
nized as free human beings until
and unless we are also recognized
and treated as human beings,”

Although Malcolm came from
the ghetto, spoke for the ghetto
and directed his message to the
ghetto first of all, he was a figure-
of world importance, and developed
his ideas in relation to the great
events of world history in his
time,

So now Malcolm is no more.
The bootlickers, Uncle Toms,
lackeys, and stooges of the racist
power structure have done’their
best to disfigure Malcolm X, to
root him out of his people’s hearts
(=]

terndsh hi ery. Tut thelr

million-worded les fal] e cesd
ears. As Ossie Davis so eloquently
expressed it in his immortal eu-
logy of Malcolm X:

‘‘¥ you knew him you would know
why we must honor him: Malcolm
was our manhood, our lving Black
manhood, This was his meaning to
his people. And, in honoring him,
we honor the best in ourselves....
However, much as we may have
differed with him-or with each
other about him and his value as
a man, let his going from us serve
only to bring us together, now.
Consigning these mortal remains
to earth, the common mother of
all, secure in the knowledge that
what we place in the ground is

no more now a man-but a seed-
which, after the winter of our
i will come forth again

inter: H gave at
least three reasons for his inter-
national outlook. First, was the
common {identity of the power
structure which practiced racism
in this country and which prac-
ticed imperijalism abroad, Second,
only through Afro-Americans
realizing that they were part of a
great majority of non-Whites in
the world who were fighting for
and winning freedom, would Black
people have the courage to fight
the battle for freedom at home

to meet us. And we will know
him then for what he was and {5~
a Prince- our own Black shining.
Prince| Who didn’t hesitate to die

because he loved us so,"”

We shall have our manhood. We
shall have {t or the earth wili
be leveled by out attempts to gain
it,

Cim e meid

MALCOLM X LIVES ONI
SEIZE THE TIME
Raymond Lewis

C News Service
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