OPEN LETTER

FROM A PANTHER MOTHER

As Panther Mother to Bobbie
Heard, 1 thank all the people for
coming to court for moral support.
It helped lighten the burden that
Bobbie must carry in his heart,
for a crime he did not do, You

Panther Mother
L.M, Owens

Bobble is charged with armed
robbery of $10.00 of a Negro girl,
who states she was coming home
from work when Bobbie and a
Puerto Rican man supposedly stuck
a gun and a knife into her side,
took her money and walked away.
She sald that she reported it two
days later, and whilé in a police
car she spotted out Bobbie in Dud-
ley Street Station as the man who
had robbed her.

Now we all know that the Black
Panthers have rules they live up
to. 1 won't go into them, but if
you have read any of the Black
Panthers newspapers, you'llalways
see on the last two pages the rules
set up by the Minister of Defense,
and founder of the Black Panther
Party, Huey P, Newton, if therules
are not carried out by each and
every member, he or she is ime|
miifjately expelled; So fo say that
Bobbie or any of the other mem=-
bers has to. steal is a le in it-
self. Everyone knows that donations
come to the offices of the Black
Panther Party across the nation,
Also they sell newspapers. Schools
and colieges ask them to come out
and speak, The Party members live
together as one large family; and
what one needs, he gets without
any questions.

All of the members are dedi-
cated to the people, all people.
Blg Bobbfe 18 a teacher and very
dedicated to the cause of freedom
and justice for all, he gerves the
people, not robs them.

This trial is still going on; and
we have faith in the people to judge

Historically, all people who have
been subjécted to oppression, pov-
erty and Injustice, have risen up

'to cast off the chains of involun-

tary servitude to achieve libera-

the wilt and determination for free-
dom cannot be smashed, The Black
Panther Party has met with con~
tinued police harassment, brutality,
murder and jalling of its members
because of our selfless devotion
to educating the people to the cor-
rect methods of resisting those who
keep our people oppressed.

Members of the Black Panther
Party from coast to coast under-
stand that it is necessary for some-
one to make sacrifices so that
others will someday have a better
way of life.

Thousands of people are aware
and angered by the blatant attempt
to destroy the Black Panther Party
and its work. The outrage of the
people since the murders of Depu~
ty Chairman Fred Hampton and De-
fense Captain Mark Clark in Chi-
cago shows us that the pigs, not
the Black Panther Party, are the
ones’ that are fsolated from the
people. Many people are not aware
of the many harassments and jail-
ings of members of the Black
Panther Party that have not re-
celved national attention. (As bro-

is an organ to bring this news to
the people.)

Such is the case of Robert *'Big
Bob’ Heard, a member of the
Boston Chapter of the Black Panther

ber 9, 1969, while other Panthers
were picketing the construction site
of the new pig statlon at Dudley
Terminal, M,B,T.A, pigs (employed
by the public transportation com-

pany) surrounded Bob as he passec

““Big Bob’’ Heard
Political Prisoner

Party, Bob dedicates his entire life
to serving and educating the people.
The power structure is in fear of
Bob because of the message thathe
brings to our people and his will-
ingness to lay down his life to
achieve our goal of liberation. Bob
stands 6'7"" and weighs 390pounds,
Giving the naturé of these weak’
racist police, it is easy to under-
stand why they are desperately try~
ing to keep Bob off the streets.
These gutless racists are afraid
to death of this Black man who
is guided by the teachings of Huey
P. Newton and the Black Panther
Party.

On August 20, 1969, Bob was
arrested and charged with grand
larceny for taking scraps of metal
from an open field. Then on Septern-

out leaflets about the new pig sta-
tion and arrested him for (1) as-
sault and battery on a pig, (2
lojtering, (3) idle and disorderly
d and (4) resspassing. For
both cases, Bob received a three
month without findi
The M,B.T.A, pigs were furious
because the scheme did not work.
Later in September, Bob stepped
off the bus and the same M.B.T.A,
pigs arrestedhim andagain charged
him with assault and battery on a
pig, (@) loitering, and (3) idle and
disorderly conduct. After arresting
him, Bob was taken to Station 9
where the pigs beat him (One pig
supposedly broke his arm in at-
tempting to beat Bob), The pigs
then planted a knife on him and add-
ed the charge of carrying e con-

cealed weapon, This case was con-
tinued.

The pigs reacted wildly when they
realized that their attempts tokeep
Bob off the streets, serving the
people had falled. They then con-
cocted a wild story and charged

Bob with armed robbery, As
throughout our history, the pigs
used one of our people to aid in
their story.

The pigs triedto isolate the Black
Panther Party from the people by
alleging that the *'victim’’ hadbeen
harassed and beaten Dby people
claiming to be Panthers. However,

that we are constantly

Many people from the community

port and solidarity. The wrial was
postponed, moved toa smaller
courtroom, and postponed again,
But the people withstood these ob-
stacles and crowded into the tiny
courtroom, All evidence clearly
showed Bob’s innocence, Atthe time
of the alleged crime, Bob was at
a WBUR radio station, the sup-

posed victim's  story shqwed
repeated contradictions, and the
plgs ly had not g eir

own story together,

After ten hours of deliberation,
the jury could not reach a unani-
mous decision; and the judge de-
clared a mistrial, Such a verdict
is & partial victory in the racist
court system, but we recognizethat
the pigs will use any means neces-
sary to railroad Bob when his trial
comes up again.

Big Bob's spirit is higher than
ever and his drive to serve the peo-
ple even greater, He knows that he
is following the right path for iih-
eration for our people because he
has met with such great hostiiity
by those who are protectors of this
unfust system,

We say “RIGHT ON, BIG BOB"
because the days of the Thin Blue
Line are numbered. The power lies
in the hands of the people and the
people will bring about peace and
prosperity for all mankind,

Boston Chapter
Black Panther Party

Bobbie,

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE
SEIZE THE TIME

L.M. Owens
Mother Panther

BOSTON
FREE CLOTHING PROGRAM

The Free Clothing P
started by the Black Pan
because of the need for clothing in
the Black communities. Following the
guidance of our Minister of Defense,
Huey P. Newton, who says that we
must serve the people wholeheartedly
and become ‘“‘an oxen to be ridden
by the people’’, the Free Clothing
Program began on the West coast
and has since been implemented by
most chapters and branches of the
Black Panther Party.

The Boston Chapter of the Black
Panther Party started a Free Cloth-
ing Program in the Mission Hill Dis-
trict of Roxbury on January 9, 1970,
After two months of hard work, the
progr- m was ready to open so that
peopl- from our community could
com. ¢ad get clothing for their fami-
e, aring the course of the day,
peopie came to get dresses, shoes,
hat , coats and other necessities to
end: re the cold winter weather. The
response of the people in the com-
munity was great enthusiasm; and
we see the need to expand the Free
Clothing Progam throughout the en-
tire Black community.

The Black Panther Party is truly
dedicated to meeting the needs and
desires of the people. We recognize
that the Unlted States government
spends billions of dollars a year on
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space {mq war research; and is not
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implemented by the people because
the United States government has
made no attempt to eradicate the
hunger in ameriKKKa,) This is why
the United States government is try-
ing to destroy the Black Panther
Party. We, in fact, expose the true
nature of this racist decadent ameri-
KKKan soclety. But Black people are
learning by the correct examples set
by the Black Panther Party: and the
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The Boston Chapter of the Black Panther Party

a Free Clothing Progvam in the
Roxbury
power structure cannot destroy the
ideology set forth by the Black Panther
Party because our ideas and pro-
grams come from the historical ex-
periences of our people.

SEIZE THE TIME

Mission
BLACK PANTHER PARTY

Boston Chapter

Free Clothing P rogram
Coordinator, James Young






