In most states throughout the A-
merican Empire, the only eligibilicy
requirement for jury duty is that a
person be a registered voter, Aleo,
genarally the porendal juror comes
to court to be questioned by the de-
fense who may be able to exempt him,
0f course,  even with this method,
most jurles across the U.S, end up
dominated by white, middie-aged, mid-
die class people, This naturally ex-
plalna the large number of convic-

tiens across the L5, of Black and
other poor psopls. In Massachusetts,
however, o jurer {s not required to he
1 Tag state has con-
truct i excluaive process of

jury r‘]rﬂn r1| n. Mnesachusetts doas not
even make the slightest pretense at
creating even the {(1lusion of a jury of
one's peers, The same vicious men who
miginterpret and arbitrarily carry out
their veraion of the law are choosing
the jurors too,

In Massachusetts, local policemen
draw up a lisr that allegedly includes
the names and addresses of all citl-
zena In their (the policemen’s) parti-
cular county, CGenerally, we know that
the police [ollow a certain pattern;
they are consarvative inpolitical view-
point, usually white, working-class
men, We are able tw know from that
that the people they select for the
prospective jurcrs’ lisr will be most
probably thoge who have most clozely
assimilated the values and thought pat-
terns of this rocist society, They do

not wish o see the very people that
have balstered their arrest quotas walk
away from the court room, Tt would
benefit their private Interests, and
those of rhe atate, If the police listed

for Jury duty those people in the com-
munity who are of the same mind as
themselves, This flracstep inthis form
of jury eelection recks of out-right
fasciam (the police state).

The policernen’s list goes on to an
glection. commissioner, He “'aslecta’’
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(eccording to state law) that 10%, of the
citizens over the age of twenty -one for
whose personal and moral integricy he
can personally vouch, Here again, the
state imposes upon the people the
value judgements and character analy-
ges of one man, What would be the
logical conclusion of a white, middle
class, public official when *‘consi-
dering"’ an ""uneducated’’, Black man,
living in indecent ghetto housing, 'with
under-nourished children, etc, It would
reasonably follow that his racism would
make him conclode that a Black wasaof
too low moral character to be on
jury. This phaae '.'1-- selection pri
cess also |1[;-r1-1;_n the age of 21 as
minimum for the mature development
of the homan mind, The age Hmit
is used as the basis for a person
being able to judge between ‘‘right
and wrong, good and bad", Therefore
Massachusarns jury selection not only
discriminates on the basis of color,
but also on the basis of age,

The County Clerk then handles the
list, Maore people are excluded, This {3
done, seemingly, at the mere discre-
tion of the County Clerk, The first
group of people he excludes are doc-
tors, nurses, (eachers, mothers of
amall children, and the clergy - peo-
ple whoss position or profession might
meke them prone to be understanding
and compasslionate: in others words,
those with the potential for a human
response, In additlon, the clerk may
also loock down the llsr of names and
addresses and exclude people from a
certain geographical area, [ nothing
alse this will exclude the poor and op-
pressed, especially Black people;

Alter this blatant expression of ra-
cist maneuvering, that {8 sure Io rid
rhf' juries of any resemblance of 2

group for the average dﬂfemlun the
I’lnﬂ.l step In the process, the so0-
callad random selecrion of twelve
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jurors tikes place, However, by the
iime the list has reached the court-
ot floor and is availsble for the
'Fundom " sampling, tha prospeative
prors, for the most part, will be
nlddle-goad, middle-clasa white men
ind women.

Certalnly that group of pecple, onthe
whole, does not like change of any
sort, Therefors, if the defendant were
of the fomentors of change, he would
be autcmatically gullty, in their (the
jurors') minds, long before the start
of a rrlak,

A clear example of how the sa-called
Jury selecdon systam in Massachusetrs
really works occurred recently in Boa-
ton: In September, 1971, the civil and
human rights of Peter Almeida and

Robert "'Big Bob' Heard, two mem- -

bers of the State Chapter of the Black
Panther Party wereviolated, They were
both seéntenced to 5 months in prison
following a 2 hour trial for allegedly
burning matrresses, Thecharge of arson

grama from an incident which cccurred
in.Billerica House of Corrections, over
one year ago when the brothers pro-
tested thelr 24 hour a day restriction
to the 5 by 7 foor cells in which they
ware baing held, Their illegal con-
yletlon and sentence can only ba fully
understosd within the context of an
unfinished sequence ol avents which the
vast diffsrence between the theory
pnd practice of American ‘'de-
mocracy'' clearly exposed. They ars
not the flret nor will they be the last,
victima of a raciat fjudlcial system
which openly holds Black defendants in
contempt: whare the outcome of the
trial by jury s inherently strucrured
to produce convictions,

While being illegally held ar Bil-
lerica on excesslvely “*high and out-
rageous'’ bail ($10,000,) for a charge
last year thar stemmed from a po-
lice rald on a Black Panther office,
Peter and ''Big Bob"' began to protest
the racial slurs and general inhuman
characteristics of most penal Instim=
tions in this country. in open and di-
rect violation of both the 6th and

14th Amendments (hoth defice the righ
of the individual to o trial by jury of
thelr peer group - peet being some-
one from the same economic, racisl
and social ‘background), a Jury of .
men and 9 women, all white, sentenced
these brothers to jafl,

The juries in Mazsachusatis arve |
fact and by law picked by the polic
and the cowrts to serve the Interpst
of the ruling clasg circles in main
taining wealth and power. They pic
jurors to try the very people they hav
arrested, often beaten, and brought t
trial, Massachusetts i3 like the othe
atates in that poor and oppressed pec
pie there cannot receive a falr an
impartial trial. The difference {a th
there the courts have become so ble
tant with their means of instant re
pression, that the people have no cholc
hut to destroy that decadent judicl
system and bulld o new,

ALL POWER TO THE PEQOPLE

Massechuserts State Chapter
Black Panther Party




