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Interview with Bobby Lee by James Tracy

The (original) rainbow coalition

Photo Credit: S. Shames

Bobby Lee moved to Chicago in the late 1960s as a VISTA volunteer, and joined the Black Panther
Party. He was instrumental in bringing together the first Rainbow Coalitiona€”a teaming of the Puerto
Rican Young Lords and the white Young Patriots Organization. This is a short excerpt of a longer
interview with Lee, for an upcoming book on white working class New Left groups.

In Chicago, you formed the first Rainbow Coalition with the Young Lords and the Young Patriots
Organization. Was this controversial in the Black Panther Party? I donda€™¢ think it could have been
easy for Black Radicals to accept working with whites who wore the Confederate Flag on their
uniforms.

First of all, the PatriotsGE™ leader William a€aeePreachermand€ Fesperman was one of the best
human beings I have ever met. He was originally from North Carolina before he moved to Chicago.
However, many of the Panthers left the group when we built alliances. Some didnG€™%¢ like the Patriots,
some just didng€™ like white people in general. They were heavy into nationalism. To tell the truth, it
was a necessary purging, except for these niggers took themselves out of the organization. The Rainbow
Coalition was just a code word for class struggle. Preacherman would have stopped a bullet for me,
and nearly tried. Once, I was in a meeting up in Uptown, and I decided to leave by myself. I
immediately determined that the police were following me. I made the mistake of leaving alone. The cop
called out G€eeYou know what to do,G€ dnd I put my hands up against the wall. Preacherman came
outside and saw what was going on, and in the cold of winter brought the men, women and the children









