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WHO IS
BOBBY RUSH?
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RECENTLY ORDAIMED AS A MIMISTER, HE SAYS HIS MEXT MOVE IS UP TO GOD.

S OO

Bobby Rush has two vivid memories about the death four years ago of his son Huey Rich. He remembers the
screams of one of his daughters, and he recalls his feelings of utter powerlessness. = Rich, 29 years old and
a recent cosmetology school graduate, was gunned down in a robbery by two men on a South Side stroet in
mid-October 1999, He died four days later at Christ Hospital and Medical Center in Oak Lawn, the victim of
multiple organ failure brought on by massive blood loss. M Rush, the congressman from lllinois’ 1st District,
says that when the doctor attending his son told the family that it was all over, “My daughter Fanon fell to the
floor and just screamed: 'Daddy! Daddy! Can you help, Daddy? Don't let them take him away."“ “That was
the most impotent moment of my life,” says Rush, 56, “because what can you say? You know you don't
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by killing leaders and mambors,
Ruish savs he wias well aware that his leader-
ship role with the Chicago Panthers was danger-
mis Daring this whole period ol my-involvement
with the Panther Party, 1just did not believe 1
wonld Thve to e 30 vears old,” he saidl Matter of
fact, Tstavted [ocusing onmy-life from season 1o
season in Chicago, When it was winter and start-
ed gotting cold, | would feel asense of reliof
becauze [ lnew thal things kind of 2hat down'in
Chicagn in wintertime. 1o stimmertime, [ would
gl this tension, ‘cause that's the tme a lotmore
things-would b happening on the sireet ™
Iromically, when the hammer finally did drop
on the Chicago Panthers; it was almost wintor:
e, 4, 1868, Dsing information sopplied by an
informant in the Panthers” ranks;: a squad. of
Chicagoe police officers detailed to then-State’s
Atty. Edward V. Hanrahan staged @ pro-dawi raid
on Pantherheadguarters on the West Side; firing
dozens of shots into the bullding and killing
Mmoo b Rt 0
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*thugs That's

ingwith police brutality, which was the dssue that
wi hiad here" No other issue—voting rights, hotts-
ingz—tiad the salience that police brutality did.

“Bul." he savs, "the mtellectual SEulf had to be
meaningul fo-me too: Fdide't want 1o be just a
what separated the Panthers from
the strest pongs, to 2 greal extent: We had opolib-
cal philosophy, o political
ideofogy. The 10-
Pl platiorm
AN PreETHm Wi
the  heart and
centerof.. . our
goal: That was
our - mission
statement, 5o
tospealk.”

The platiorm
ringed from the specific
and intensely practical—"Wa
wint atl hla rm.=_'n 1 b et .f'::,r.r.rmirm

e
tor Foolisty Blind and Ignorant.” "

Today he is part and pareel of the establish-
ment, o faker of the Jaws that police of feersand
the FRIenforee, How did i happen?

With the deaths of Hamplon and Clirk, the 15
nois-Black Panther Party began (o come dpart,

ant within.a couple of years it ceased to
funetion asa politicalforoe
- Chicago. &
EdgarFoover had
Hit& victory:

Leess  promi-
nent members
of ‘the : group
wore able o dis-
appear back into

sociely and huild
fairly normal
lives. Rush, hiowever,
wig -,.af]l[l-,,rl with hia repurutmn .1~= i Fu
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to Lthe post-Pantlier Bobby Rush. T conldn't Tike,
campuflage mysellbacl intothe overall seciety”
Roshsavs he pretty much had no eceupational
choite except -to et into electoral politics. Not
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mial mb_]enb. will b allowed to pdrtldp‘atﬁ [t |
determing] the-will of binck people @5 Lo their |
niiticnel destiny.”

Her'nm'd li‘.jm ﬁ:ramies.umme'.' dn:l Hanr, ﬂhnn
previonshy seen a5 the hoirsapparent to Mayor
Richard.l, Baley, wis castont of-office

Bobbor fush wasn'tat Panther headguariers o

LTy ir'{ Al Tr g’{F'qIﬁ rdi T -‘ﬁr'rrr'.n_':'n'#rﬂj'u,‘r'rnf:-_‘i"-u CORAE e
nuarters to ths day, He acenowledzes that there
are other ex-Panthers wha have suggested e was
somehow in eollusion with the police, But others,
sueft a5 -Rev, eorge Clements, former pastor aof
Holy Angels Catholic Churel, who gave Rush
“suneruary” in Lhe days just after, the raid; and
Demoeratic politieal consultant Don - Rose, wha
has known Rush for decades; say they are con-
vineed such charpes are baseless

Hush says the explanation of his whereabouts 1=
quite-simple: He wias at home with his family in
their apartment at the Statéway Gardens housing
developrment. With Panthers from all over the state
in Lo for o retrest and politeal edueation worl-
shops, ke says, the headquarters apartment. where
Hampton lived, was full So be went Bome to sleep,

The day after the headguarters raid, the police
came to Stateway Gardens “and shot down my
door he savs “And If my family and | had been
thire, we'd have been dead.” His wife and children
had fled o her mother's home, and Rush took
sanetiuary at Holy Angels: Eventually, lu: says, his
lawyer, Kermit Coleman, and Renanlt Rolinson
and Howard Salfold, of thee Afro-Amcrican Patrol-
men's Leagoe, arranged for him to surrender fo 4
black police commander af a Saturday mesting of
Rewv. desse Jaclson's Operation Brendbasked.

“They kept me [or less than an hour-and then
thiw released me,"hie says

Iy Rush ynd neostothers, the initial appeal of
the Panthers was in their appearancse, “The Pan-
thers were very dramatic, Theyv appealed to the
urban youth with the leather jackets, dark glass
ex; black berets.." Thelr rheltoric was a second
source ofappeal, ' They were identified with deal-

O Wik is the Trbune s putiic editor
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served - Hix months
an g misdemeanor
wedpons chirge—
— bt he'says e was
ot deawn to vio-
lenee, There wire
members “who
wonlil go oot aned

ol &nd that kind of

thing; = but: ‘that

wasn't me | was

more like the intel-
lectuad kind of guy: | was the kind of petson who
would love toread o book and think about, not just
the practice, but the theary behind things, how
things work."”

He credits Huey Newton, the party’s co-fmmder
and chief theoretictan: with aliempling 1o cult:
vilbe an abmosphera that emphasized the intellee-
tual underpinnings of the parly platform; “Huey
had us readine dot only Mary and Lenin and Mag
Tse-tung and Franz Fanon: He had 15 poad Hegel,
He bad s tead Nietzsele, He Had oz read Sartre
The Panther Party was stimulating (o me, being in
that environmoenl,

"The one thing it dido’t have intecms of what 1
have now," he says, © ‘I& spirituality. That's reafly
whitl wis missing,”

Rush's career gives the lie to-novelist F. Seott
Fitzgerald's ahservation that there are no second
aets in American life. He burst indo public con-
seimisness as a radical, spouting superheated
rhitorie agdinst the *pigs™ and 'the Amercan
establishment. One of higlinos, delivered ata Tee

Huey Newton rally in the Loop and reported in

Chivago Today on May 1, 1968: “Pollcemen me
pigs of a limy-natured character, and TBT stands
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ing as o Panther: community empowerment,

Hisfirst campaign was in 1975, against incun-
hent 2nd Ward Ald William Barnett, a stalware of
the Daley machine and the Dawson organizton,
Rush lost that contest but finished close enough Lo
be encotraged. He tried several oecupations over
the next eight vears, and eventually made 8 living
az an nsurancde agent, Then n 19835 with Diaw-
aomanid Daley both gone, Jane Byroe an the fifth
floor of City Hall @nd Harold Wishin pton leading
an msurgency against Her, Rushchallenged Bar-
Nt agsin and won,

The next four years were the season of the
Council Wars, and Rush was a loval member of
the Wishington'hloe Tn 1987, Washington won
cntright eantral of the councll, and Rosh became
chairman of the Committee on Energy, Environ-
méntal Protection and Public Utilites. He threw
himsell into the committes’s warl and, by the
aceonnts of both supporters:and critics, did a
creditable job. Rushrecalls holding & committes
hearing tn Bridgeport about @ quarry and gotting
astamidingovation from the residents who attend-
ed. Musingon that evént now, he chuclkles and
says inamazement, "They gave me a standing
ovation I Bridgeport!”

Bush has ruffied feathers and made cnomies
too—rmist of them, oddly, in the black commiumity.
And when he talks politics, It quickly becomes
apparent thaf this ofd pantherstill has claws and
Isn't reluctant to bare them

Rush's election'to the 15t Congressional Dis:
trict seat in 1992 1s considered by more than a few
blicks a5 having been at the expense of a decent,
well-regarded man, the late Charles Hayes, who'at
rhe time needed only one more term in the House
to qualify for a comfortable and, many fecl, well-
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" deserved ension.

Rush brushes aslde such criticisms, and he
bristles when asked about the Haves race. Haves,
he savs, failed to show the sort of leadership block
Chicagoans neetded when the community was
teartng its political base apart™ after Washing-
ton's death, The occupant of the 1t District seat
hacl a special obligaticn to exert leadership and
influence by bringing feading community Eaders
together to try o waorks ot theie differences,

Then hie adds Impatiently, " Oh, come on, thizis
politics, you know! If [Hayves] had announced this
wias going bo be [his] st term, things would have
bean different. . Buol
there was no public
announgement - that
Lhis was going {o-be
his last term, And it
hadn't been for the
House banlk problem,
[ check-cashing
problem; he might
still be-in there"—a
reforence to the 10982
controversy over
Heapse members,
inchiding Haves, who
repeatedly overdrew
their gecounts at-the
Hoursehank.

What, his critics
really - are. angry
about, zays Ruosh, is
that “strategically, 1
upped them:?" Hayes
and his pension-ane
“what they're saving
fs i rationale for why
they  didn't [run]:
Because when T did it,
when T announced, 1
was a-long shot.: How
many - peaple fake
long | shols nowa-
dlilys

Rush's: approdcia-
tion for leng shots doesn’t extend tethosze taken
against him: Following Rush's unsuccezsiul race
against Richard M. Daley for mavorin 1999, Stalo
sien, Barack Dbama mounted a-long-shot chal
lenge to Rush and lost, overwhelmingly, in the
2000 primary election: Even though Bush says hoe
15 “not vindietlve ar [pursuing &) vendetia,” his
bihavior toward Obama ever since has looked
suspicioosly punitive. Indeed,. his decision this
viar [osign on as campaign chairman for Blair
Hull, the milliopaine investor, instead of support-
fg Obama inthe race for the Democratc nomin:d-
fion for the .S Senate has inspired bitter anger
anid desp snapicion among many opinion leaders
in Chieaen's hlack community,

James Montgomery, the city’s corporation
counsel during the Washington administration, 5
credited by Rush with helping him in some criti-
4] situations during his Black Panthér days. But
Montgomery could searcely contain his bitterness
when heowas-asked recently about Rush's dal-
liance with Hull, “1 think,” he said, snapping his
words off, “that probably Bobhby i5 making:a big

mistake in endorsing a candidate with noddeclogl-
cal or historieal te to the black community.”” Kspe-
cially, he added, when there is-a candidate like
Obama available who does have such Lies andis
regarded as having a resalistic chance ol winning.
Obama now admits that he was impetuous in
taking-Hush on in 2000, but delicately, avoids
commenting substantively on his.current rela-
tionstip with him. He says only, I am looking
forward to receiving Congressman Hush's sup-

portinthe general election.”

If Rush is hothered by any of the eriticism, he
doesn't let on: He savs African-Americins must
“deliberately and. intelligently develop some
allianees in statewide races” and his support of
Hutl1sa way to dothat He ssays he lilees:Hull por-
sonally andfeels heswould be the Kind of senator
whio windld “shake the pliace up, " Qbiama, he says
in a5y referonee to the younger man's Harvard
Law school credentials] “is very educated™ but
“therais o common touch that needs to be deveal-

apid, nurtared.”

Political insiders assume that Rush iz
getting something more tangible than o
sense of personal satistaction inretuen for
hig support of Hull Asked at an August
news conferencewhether Finll had donated
any money tohim in retumn for his endorse-
ment, Rush denied it indignantly. “1 wani
o to know there has not been.a -red
cent—not . one  red | cent—exchanged

Between Blair Hull and myself with regards
to this campaign.”

But inan interview he acknowledged thal
Hull has vislted -his church and made an
oifering along with all the othersin atien-
dance ot the service. He dectined to say how
miuch Hull gave, but notied that “some mem-
hersof the church were disappointed.” Addi-
tiorally, he said, one' of his-hrothers, Marlon
Hush, works as 8 deputy campaign misager
for Hull, But he noted that Marlon was hired
before the endorsement of Hull and was not a

guid pro quoartangement
Comtéinued on page 26

Clochwise from lehs Rush:stonds over the catfin of Fred Hompton, ane of twe Binck
Pomiers killad inthe Dec. 4, 1269, police raid on' pory headguorers; Rush
announces his condidacy for alderman in 1974 sming he would finance his
carmpaign swith degosits from pop bottles: outside the Copital (1 September, he
encourters former UN - AMbozsodor ond Atlanta Mayor Andrew Young
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assune alo [.'thgz responsibility  ment

14 ,.it;canhnlp-delwéﬂﬁ%—
saurces, but it doesn't have the
B | _.,\qusﬂ:rmiiﬁ'ﬂsanﬂtrﬂns
sixth ﬂsi'mrJt Ceommunities.  Ultimately,
Ve .ﬂmgﬁttum&k&upmurnﬂndtu

e hias 'ﬁms&,ﬂuﬁh sotnds more ke
COMm- W. Bush, or even Honald
il % thian i liberal black Demoe-

t' 'lnmmﬁly district. Indeed,
g anid Hush got on

uﬂl:g;.r Cammarte : :

He moves comfortatily through. rﬂmbﬁsl}.rwhen.thepr\eshlmtimlted'
the hal'[:ways,uimtnrs and meeting him and several -other members of
rooms, flinging an arm argund aeol- ﬂ@ﬂmﬁs cﬂngrmrunai delegatinn
league's shoulder K-t
a5 they exchange

-:unﬂde.ueui:m o
way to fhe H:ruaiz' :
floar for a8 vt

sﬁtermg with
_ﬂ:lﬂmbars i
mmwpeﬁmﬂ& i
of offices on the
t‘am‘tltﬁnur of the
Ru].tbu:r_rr. office
huilding; exerois-

inga member«,t
totake

IEEH:IEH!I‘FE.

halfl & dozen
puesis ﬁhﬂmﬂ e
“m&,mbl&rs nn],?" :
elevator and in- |
troduce them to

. A 3 i ; -
gﬂlien to I:p_ s e uppmanhes ]‘ns [u gﬂﬁ wlt!;. ]um al;:;}::qd Air l'L‘urm
. 7th birthday: Uneto Tﬂnmappeurannein

And vet Ruﬁ:, talks almost as June;l:ﬁeimfmre“ﬂ devation (o reli-
e these day&ﬂ:ﬁmtwhutpuﬁﬂns : :

can't do as about what it can. Here,  “The
 for example, wiﬁmh,nn ﬂ:e pm'bfmn ~church :md state, o,
_.ur urhn ﬂoaénw i bh,w aﬁeaai-,a Rt u::élle'.w that poli-

c mﬁﬁ:ﬁﬂd m a pmph-:uc

!m:vp rg.;mh&uméjmhhn
ke e]‘gcm:sa‘r fitles far
[ ?’E@hnhmd. aE:a'IE&mlgur
wa]ﬂngrur

i : _.J. e it .’.
“Eluol utck oo my life, 1 find st

al;'!n Where] reﬁ!l}whnuid hiave
Ei"nmnnt heen) i ;
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the Highl when Ii‘mﬂ was
| They came 101 ;




