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CHICAGOANS UNITE FOR
COMMUNITY CONTROL

OF POLICE

Bobby Rush, coordinator of the 11-
linois Chapter of the Black Panther
Parry and moderator of the upcoming
Community Control of Police Con<
fersnce, to be held on June 1stand 2nd
in Chicago (see last week's [asue of
THE BLACK PANTHE R) recently out-
lined a proposed ordinance for the
gstahlishment of community control
of Chicagn's pollce and explained the
scheduled conference In terms of
ghort and long range goals,

In a telephone converaation just this
past week with THE BLACK PAN-
THER, Bobby detailed the control of
police ordinance propogal, showing
exactly how [t would function, Minor
pointa remain to be worked out for
positive structure for ending police a-
buse'of Chicago's citizenry.

“Of course'’, Bob Rush stated,
“implementation of the ordinanceisa
long range goal of the scheduled con-
ference, to b= reached around 1975."
He stressed thatimmediately after the
conference a short range goal of cam-
palgning for voter registration will
begin. "'We will have Community Con-
trol of Police petitions which 10
of all Chicagoans who voted in the last
election (about LOO,000) must sign in
order for the ordinance o be placed
on  the ballot,"” Bob Rush further
stated that about 600,000 people eli-
gible o vore in Chicago are current-
Iy unregistered,

“Wa have filed sulr o force the
Board of Election Commlissioners to
deputize mambers of the Cliy-Wide
Campaign for Community Control of
Police (as the moveimnment ls called)
a0 that we can begin o register peo-
ple to vote,"' he said, *'The 600,000
unregistered people are mostly Black
and poor,””

** Another short range goal s to get
up special ward and precinctstruc-
tures andcommittees™ he said.'Pre=
cinct  Committess would conduct
monthly meetings and investigate clri-
zens complaintsof police abuse, Sur-
wival programs, such as food buying
clubs and the SAFE program{Senlors
Againsr A Fearful Environment - &
program to protect Senfor citizens
against muggings, originally imple-
mented in Qekland, Californis by Bob-
by Seala) would be established on the
precinct level."

The far-reaching and progressive
control of palice ardinance proposed
begins with:

The powers of the Mayor, Super-
{ntendant of Folice, Police Board and

DRAFT ORDINANCE T0 HIGHLIGHT
JUNE 1st AND 2nd CONFERENCE

City Council...are hereby superceded
in the following respecta, This or-
dinance shall transfar the power of
superviging and administrating the
Chicago Police department and all
[ts affairs to the citizens of Chicago
at large via the following structures
and provisions,..

A, There is herebhy created ineach
of the 21 police districts in Chicagoa
Digtrier Citizen's Police Board, Said
Board shall have the powers, duties,
composition, and shall be chosen as
get forth below:

Fach District Board shall have nine
members. These members shall re-
flect the general compositdon of the
population of thelr respective district.
No member of any District Board shall
be an employee of the Chicago Pollce
Department nor hold any other public
office,

The members of each DMarrice
Board shall be elected by the residents
of each police disrricr commencing
september, 1975...

S A N g e :
The drafl commumity control of police
ordinance calls for the formation of
Citizen’s District Police Boards in
order to set sitrict and just policies
and procedures,

Candidates for members of the Po-
lice Board shall be at least elghteen
(18) years of age by the date of the

Continued on page 1l




BOBBY SEALE’S
MESSAGE TO THE
CHICAGO
CONFERENCE

Last week Dobby Seale flew to Chi-
cago from Cakland, California, o at-
tend the June lst and Z2nd Community
Control of Police Conference spon-
gored by the Ciny-Wide Campaign for
Commumity Control of Police, held at
the University of [linois, Circle Cam-
pus,

Bobby rook the place of scheduled
gpeaker, Brother Huey P. Newton,
who was unable o attend, Hundreds
of Chicago residents took part In the
conference  workshops, and over-

whelmingly resolved o beginorganiz-
Ing to end palice brutality and murder
of Black and poor people through ea-
tahlishing community control of the
Chicago Pollce Department,

On belng Introduced, Bobby received
a atanding ovarion, The following i=ex-
cerpied portions of Bobby Seale’'s mes-
gage to the conference participants:

“Fowear tothe People,.. [ want (o say
firas, that Brother Husy P, Newoon
sends you his love; care and respect.
He anld he's very sorry he couldn't
b= here amd' [ came o' take hisplace,**
Bobby ' then, sxplained  the orsaniz-
Ing mecles of. the paaple’s campalen

“Until We're Prec”

ParieeEfed, ol femder ond 1 pors
Vinam by Elgens Frowa The
smnga on fhis i A
fopesiry of protes] mgouinsl the gual-
Uy vl bile tilack
Liglene il find . hemaelves one
of vimielimn as Florme's
rh s magie, (o
LRI Wt Frew'

dijeid R

i i

Ve Fd ana,

P alioe il ottt by BIE
EEW RTAMAM] AF EAON EIEOER

OF AMERICA™

BOEB RUSH, DICK GREGORY, FANNIE

Tha Bilack Panther, June 18,1873 Page 5

“"COMMUNITY CONTROL

LOU HAMER,

OTHERS, SPEAK AT CHICAGO CONFERENCE

(Chicago, [11.) Chicago's Comi-
munlty Control of Police Conference,
held on June lst and 2nd, atracted
more than athousand Chicago citizens
of varied ethnic background who par-
ticlpated In workshops In order toset
up & structure by which control of
Chicago's police could be achieved,

Also, the conference was high-
Hghted by an impressive array of
apeakers who had come to Chicago
from near and far, They included:
Bobby Seale, leading member of the
Black Panther Party; Fannie Lou
Hamer, southern activist: Dick Gre-
gory, comedian - activist; mayor of
Gary, Indiana, Richard Hatcher and
many others,

The conference was moderared by
Bobby Rush, Coordinator of the [l-
linods Chaprer of the Black Panther
Party and a campalgn organizer for
Chicago's Ciy-wide Campaign for
Community Conrrol of Police. Bobby
Rush set the tone for the successful
two-day conference when he ad-
dressed conference participants as-
sembled at the Universiry of linols
on Juné lst, He provided some hack-
ground on the control of palice mave-

v el g1 breakdown
& hismry-=in regards oo oom-

in st nf "2, we in-
GOy
CORLE which was held at
Hody: Angals Churgh, on the southside
ol Chic

tendes

. Ever 5,000 poor people at-
AL that conference We gave
away 5,000 bags of grocerlea, 3,000
pairs of brand new children’s shoes
and administered Sickle Cell Anemia
=18, This wag a conference that ee-
caped the attention of the establish-
ment media, but it happened,

""Alzo, at that conference we took
notes, synthesized them, and came up
with a basic ordinance, some basic
principles for community control of
police,.,

""We decided that December 4, 1972,
was a strategic time (Chicago police
murdered Fred Hampton and Mark
Clark, two membersof the Black Pan-
ther Party, on December 4, 1769) 10
officially launch the campaign, with a
mamarial service for Fred and
Mark,""

Bobby then described other points
in the development of the control of
police: campaign and called attentlon
ta the importance of the scheduled
workshops,

Renaul

Robinson of the Afro-

DICK GREGORY spoke of the need for

communily control of Chicago's police,

Amarican Fatrolmen's League
(AAPL) also spoke, Robinson is a
member of the Chicago Police Da-
partment, who, after seeing from the
Ingide police corruption and policies
toward Black and poor people, formed
the AAPL, He has been harassed,
thraatened and even arrested on oc-
casions by the Chicago'FPolice Depart-
ment, which is trying to fire Him and
ather members of the AAPL,
He answered 1the question
conference participants
table knowledge ;

on =aid;

turngd ovar 3345 mlliion

ports the entire court system--ail
those folks rhat walk arocund rhere in
little jackets, shuffling and
on, And that money s not anywhere
in the city budger., Thar (534.5 mil-
Hon) goes into th2 ‘slush fund®,

"‘Mow yvou know why yvou get smp-
ped when you're riding down the
atreet. MNow you Enow why they have
ticket gquotas, because they've figured
out with ‘a computer; ‘If we give so
many people tickats, at the end of the
yvear we'll have made so much cash
money’...534.5 million--and 99 of it
is coming out of your pockets,"

Sister Fannie Lou Hamer, a Black
southern community activist who has
long been involved In her people's
srruggle, was also on hand, giving

her support, In her address she said:

.. We can start right here in Chi-
cago and make this a city that's de-
gent for people...When [ hear about
the corruption that's going on here
In Chicago and ocher cities,,, (1 know
that) this {s a sick country, America
Is on the critical llst.

""We must make this a decent place
Cantinued on page 16
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BOBBY’S
MESSAGE

Contindad from page B

i that were used ond called attiEn=

n o Chicagn's voter rogisteation

rplilations;

“"Here (n Chicago,..when £ comas
lown o registering people 1o yole,,.
i T'my oot miathken, you have o go
dowyy 1o the courthodse [ regismer
o vore or aome other local insti-
tution of government, and you have
to Hne up and walr, That's the state
laws here. In California, wa have a
[fferent situation, Wa can  depu-
tize registrars in'a matter of 1 hour,
I we can put together 30 people, 50
or 100 people inside of a church, the
flameds County Board of Registrar's
affice will come down and teach a
clags for | hour and hove everybody
raige their hand, swear the people in,
and make them deputy reglstrars.

‘*Theyoan then go out into the com-
munity and knock on the doors and
actually sollalt people o register o
vole. You do not hove that here and
that {5 a problem,

“'On the one hand you're talking abour,
here in Chicago, placing a proposition,
measure or Initiative an the ballor
for community control of police. But
you nesl a atate referendum, mea-
sure or proposition toallow for peo-
pla in the community o becoms de-
puty registrars so thar they can go
out into the community and in [ace
reglater people to vote, 6o that peo-
pla in the community can pacticipats
in  the politlcal process, Ino the
elgcmoral procesa,

“Mow this method of making rthe
people go to the courthouse to regls-
ter to vore (8 mn old, fascist, racist
method from the South o the North
to the Fast to the Wear, [t's been
uaed on Black people consistently in
the South, where you have o (lest go
to your epurthouse, police stardon, or
fire station and reglster o vote, If
péople don't go down there they can't
participate In the electoral process,
i we hear any politican talk dbout
government and out people participat-
ing In government, and that we have
g democracy and that the ward demo-
cracy means governmaent by the peo-
pla, If they talk that, then it's nec-
essary for you, the community, move
an them 1o support the fact that you
the pecple shoild have the righttoor-
ganire pon - partisan and parcsan
groups and have people become de-
pury registrars in the thousands o
be able to go in the community and
reglster milllons of people.

"*They cannot talk abour government
af the people, by the peapls, for the
pecple, they cannot telk about the
word democracy, or democrat or a
people*s republic or whatever, with-
out recognizing the fact that millions
of people in this country do not even

BOBRBY SEALE spoka to over 1,000
Chicagoans who gathered to end police
brutality and corruplion throuwgh com-
munily condrol of police,

participate because of the restraining
framework."

Bobby then turned his speech to-
wiird the police:

e Their real power (s manifesred
in the organized guni and force. But
wz're saying that the people In this
community, the peoplein this country,
don't have any contral over that or-
ganized guns, force and power, We're

COMMUNITY
CONTROL

Continued from page 5

for all of ug, because until it's made
better, it's not a safe place for any
of us. All of our children,..suffer be-
cauge of the things that are golng
on now,

‘"It's good 1o organize; It's good
try to get some control, But [t cer-
tainly meana that you're going tohave
to gein some: political power. One of
the places not 1t (gnore,.[(is
the church), The Church is a maving
force. That minister can move a lot
of peaple in your direction, This will
be a powerful force in keeping people
from being shot, It will keep palice
from walking into buildings and just
shooting people down,..'

The audience also heard Brother
Dick Gregory, who brought samehard
trutha o them, He spoke of police
turning their backs on certaincrimes
committed in poor ghetios:

“*Ar five yeasrs old in the Black
gherto of St. Louls, Missouri, | knew
whar & hustler looked ke and [ knew
what a dope pusher looked like, And
at flve years old | just could not be-
lisve 1 was that much more smarter
than the police,
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gaying thar rhe copicnliag, the racist,

and others liave the control over i,
And '.'.l."!'-.' SHying thot 'we A NE
change T, that want oo resvoluy
tlontze b, tirn it aver ineo tlie homd
of the paopli, for o bew piocons o
ocour, Wao're aaying we Want com
mumity control,

Y80 what you're doing when you
put  the initiative on the bollog i=
pnifylng s0 many peaple in opposi-
tion o the corruption of this system,
in opposition o the brurality, in op-
positlon tw all the exploftation, [
thar {sn't our goal, 1 don't know what
is.

‘| say this |5 humanity, we are
part of humanity, we're going o be
significant to I, we're golng o have
to involve the masees of the people,
You do not gain power to the people,
you do not gain government of the
people, by the people and for the
people, until the people start o learn
how. to control those institutfons of
government, be it the police depart-
ment or whatever, untll wz make it
funcelon  for ourgslves, We are not
going to survive, we are not going
to live long enough unless we begin
o change things and we better par-
ticipate for the pext 4 years,for the
next & years, for the next 10 years,
because the movemsnt has a job,..
W2 have a job of implamenting pen-
ple's power In Chicago and thiscoun-
try.. All Power to the People and
thank you very much."

‘“*At gix years old, | saw the cop,.,
standing on the corner, laughing and
joking with the pimps, At slx years
old, 1T saw the cop stick his head
through a car window where the dope
pushers were sitting, and they held
a jolly conversation, I'm not six any-
more, ['m 41 years old, mmd | kesp
hearing white folks in Amarican say-
ing to Black folks, *Why don'tyou have
raspect for your local police?’, That's
the first time | realized white folks
wWits: Crazy,

Brother Gregory perhaps summed
up everything as best anyone could
when he gaid:

“*“When you look ot the police struc-
true in America, | hope you saeemore
than the police--{1 hope) you ses
America. Today you're talking about
community control of the police; -
marrow we've got to tnlk aboutcom-
munity control of America,,.”

Crganizatlons that supportthe City=
wide Campaign for Community Con=
trol of Police include the NAACFE,
the [linois Black Political Caucus,
the Am=rican Indian Movement{ AIM),
Operation PUSH (People United to
Save Humanlity), the League of Black
Women Voters and the Mational De-
fense Crganization (which includes
more than 700 political and social
nrganizations from across the United
States),




