news

39 years after father’s
death, Fred Hampton Jr.
- still fighting

whosa p is to bring attention to
the !|H:E|l.|E' pohitical prizoners.

He recalls trving to stop hig halat of
l_ailkmg fast and using his hands for

ression — until he saw films of hs

by James G. Muhammad
Contribuing Writer

Whenever Fred Hamplon Se's name
is mentioned, his son wants to be there

to make sure the context of the men- :Ihr. ers 1m give oratorical deliverv.
tion is right and exact. *I dont have some sort of abstract
Sa when he showed op at Sgturday’s  reomanticism . aboul my  father”

“Revigiting Our Past For the Sake of  Hampton said. *l know the reality, I've

Our Futore™ meeting of former Chicago
chapter Black Panther Party {(BPP)

members at Maleolm X College, they
were notl surprised to hear o the son

the fiery oratory of the father they
were honoring,

“History has a tendency to get ohlit-
ernted or mabigned,” Hampton Jr. told
the audience comprised of many high
schiool students. "The people Enow

about the terrorism of 911, but they
don't Enow about the terrorism of

December 4.7
On that date in 1968, Hamplon Sr.,

the deputy chairman of the Chicago
BEPFP, was killed in his 3l when

Chicago Police burst inte BPF head-
quarters on the city's West Side with
guns blanng.

Deborah Johmson, now Known -EE

Akos Nijeri., was eight months
nant with Hampto

in bed with Hnmpl-rm ar, at the time
the early mornin

ﬂ
oven to be a hit by the police

MNiow
and FBI wrap M- 0 COVer=up,
Hampton aahe thal the audience

“novor let it be said that Chairmonn
Fred died.

“*Chairman Fred was assassinated by
the LS. government,” he gaid, refer-
ring 1o the name by which his father

wasa known.
“Don"t loave here thinking that
Charrman Fred was some sort of soc1al

waorker, He wios a revolutionary. And
voil should challenge every person who

maentions Chairman Fred by asking .

them what are they doung today.”

The legncy of the BPP, he zmd, 15 1t
%rave voung peaple “the ability to ann-
vze, debate, organize and educate, to

=o€ beyvond Che
the country and cﬂnge the social land-

scape of America,
noan interview with the Chicogo

Defender, Hampton said children of

historien! Black figures have a “tough
act to follow,” but he keeps his father’s
legney alive in himsell by working o

forge coalitions and heading a group

n Je. and was _'|I'I.I"|£r

litical h;.'p-m::rm' of

spen pictures of him with his brains hit-

erally blown out. I know the conse-

uences of taking a position like
‘hairman Fred. However, our people

are faced with more intense, more
Machiavellian conditions.”

Hampton has faced the consequences.
On Mayv 19, 1993, he was sentenced to
18 years in prison on & count of aggra-
vated araon in what many describe as
n political tmal. He served mne vears.

"1 didn't like being locked up, but |
came in contnct with some of vur best

fopces. These cats won't 'EWE vioun Hittle
chamirman' respect jast by the fact of
heing Chairman Fred's son,” he said of
the experience.

Ag c¢hair of the Prizoners -of
Conscience Commuittes, Hamplon sad
he does more by 100 a.m. than the
Marines and clectad officals do in a

dav. His up iz invalved in AMs
such :u:-: ﬁm.*al.!. ayve, which were a
staple of the

¢ project of most concern to him
today, however, 18 that of former death

row  inmate Aaron Patterson, who
recently was arrvested on drag and

WEapOne charges.
AMplon compares that case 1o the

ernment’s ongoing infiltration and
iprupbuen of Black organizations, cit-

ing the use of an informant to alleged-
lv entrap Patterson. (An informant

was used to deliver to police a {loor
an drawing of Hampton Sr's home,

including 1;]15- location -nt'the- bed where
he slept. Hecords also  suggest

Hampton was d by the intorm-
ant. William O'Meal, a0 he wouldnt

wake up during the raid).
Hampton notes that Patterson was

arrested on the same date former
Police Commander John Burge was

ordered to return to Chicago to be
deposed 1n a case of former death row

inmates alleging their confessions
were forced by torture. Patterson has

long contended his confession o mur-
der was coerced through torture from

Burge and his officers.
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igacy intact

Fred Hampton Jr. delivers meoss at Chicago chaptéer Black Panther P
reunion at Malcolm X College. Vi o

*Thii so-called caze that the state
maye they have, we havent scon it,”
Hamplon sxid.

Hamplon's organization hag drafied
an “African Anti-terrorigm Bill" tha
hewants Lo be part of Lhe discussion in
the season of the presidentinl eleetion,
The bill covers such iszues as prosecul-
tng officers accused of police rwru:.-uir._-,-,
allowing for o le's inspection™ of
Ciky, state, and federal prsons, an
immediate ceasze to forced medicating
of prisonérs and an end to the “land
grab” in urban areas that come in the
guisen of eminent domain and gentrifi-
calidn,

“Woe want 1o put the protoral that

W down 1o Stateaville and Pontiac

risons) into political context while
tha discussion 15 going on about Abuo
Ghraib [prison in  Irag] and

Dl 5m00d By Spearp B oy

Guantanamo [Hay, Cubal”™ Hampton
sand.

*Ohar community cannot be viewoed as
a mistress for the Democratic Party or
any other party, Our community nius
have an agendn.”

The formula of that agenda, he anid,
15 no responae on political prisoners
!|:IiI|.IE Nndg rédponesd on reparationa Iﬁiil!'l-
no response to the African Anti-térror
izm Bill equals no vote.

When asked how his life might be dif-
ferent had he known hiz father,
Hampton smid, “I've learned lessons
from my father's legend, buot the aky ix
the himit to what 1 would have learned
had | gotten to know him. They (the
government) didn't just take my fnthoer,
theyv took one of our leaders.™




