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‘ cupic 3 Party |l spokes-
men vehemently claim that
their organization is being
needlessly harassed by Hous-
ton’s police department. Early
Wednesday morning a con-
tingent of police officers
startled early risers when they
were seen confronting Peo-
ple's Party 1l Headquarters
on Dowling and ordering the
occupants of that organiza-
tion’s headquarters outside.
Members of People’s Party |1
refused to budge from the
building.

In July of 1970, Carl
Hampton, who was chair-
man of People’s Party 11, was
killed by policemen when an
armed confrontation devel-
oped between the youthful
organization and officers who
~had acquired hidden posi-
tions on top of St. John's

_Baptist Church on Dowling.

, Charles Free-
man, Peopteé’s Party [l Mini-

ster of Culture, was arrested
and charged for_possession

of,mau;uana He is being
held in the county jail. At
this date no bail has been

set for Freeman. Freeman
was recentiv artiva in tmiinn

the youthful organization and
the police department cen-
ters around a reported inci-
dent invoiving a white_male
who was aIleqia’HlT/TJ—-nr‘;U
and beaten while trying to
“buy the wares of a Black
fostitute in the area. A citi-
Zerirrthe vicinity of all the
activity revealed that ap-
parently it was suspected
that the assailant who jumped
the white love seeker took
refuge in People’s Party |
Headquarters.

People’s Party |1 members
feel that the police are pres-
sing them and their disdain
indicates they are tired of
the harassing they undergo
at the hands of police offi-
cials.

Trouble has been brewing
off and on between police
officials and members of the
organization since the inci-
dent involving the shootout
last year. Once again tension
has eased into the midst of a
community that would like
to see new areas of com-
munication between officials,
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Black and white leaders and
others who are able to com-
municate with people in wag
ing solutions to problems
rather than resorting to the
use of open confrontations
as in that situation which
took the life of young Hamp-
ton last year.

“Genocide is being wag.
against the Black communi-
ty,” is a sentence often used
by People’s Party I mem-
bers time and time again.
Once again, this sentence was
thrust upon a local newsman
when James Aaron, chair-
man of People’s Party I, as-
serted “we know that geno-
cide is beingpracticed against
Black people.”

Whatever the answers are
to the problems of this
country, the problems of
this city, the problems of
Black and white youth who
Cry out that they have had
enough of something or the
other, the question remains

like, “was it necessary for all .

the shooting?'—"“did they have
to do that?” or “can you
dig what’s going down, man?”
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Charles Freeman, P&uple 5 Par-
Il Minis*er of Culture.

-.-lames Aaron, Chairman of
People’s Party Il. “We're being



