THE BLACK PANTHER; SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1971 PAGE 8

HOUSTON BRANCH
IMPLEMENTS PEOPLE’S

FREE PEST CONTROL

A vicious cycle of Indecent hous-
ing, unhealthy foods, inadequate clo-
thing and medical care, pests and

rodents running rampant plague poor
and oppressed communities daily, This
viclous cycle fostered by caplralist
exploitation

fatheras the American

Empire’s highest disease rate which
ls, of course, In the Black community.

Rats, roaches and fleas that travel
from house to house {n the community
and wrewched and inhuman condi-
tions that Black and poor pecple live

L - -

disease-corrying pests,

Decent housing i3 a human right.

PROGRAM

in are responsible for thousands of
deaths each year, For instance, rats
are carrlers of at least sleven dif-
ferent specles of intestinal parasites
that may be transmitted to man, Tape
worms, round worms, trichinosis, and
rat bite fever are only a few. The
mogt potent and harmful diseass that
{8 transmitted by these monstrous
pesta is called bubonic plague, Also,
fleas belonging to the pulicidae (para-
gitic) family can transmit bubonic
plague from animal o animal and from
animal t man, The fleas comtract
the disease from biting an infected
rat,

The most common symptoms of this
dlgease are: @ burning sensation in
the eyes, swelling of the Ttongue
coversd by a white deposit, fevers as
high as 102 degrees, vomiting, gplit=
ting headaches, delirium, thickness of
apeach, and & limping gait that con-
voys the pleture of drunkensss,

Another well known pest intha Black
Community is the cockroach, Sclen-
tific experiments have ahown that
cockroaches often feed on cholera
dejects and corpses of tuberculosls
victims, Although the cockroach does
not carry diseass germs, they are
inarramental in spoiling food by nib-
bling It and dropping excretions on lt,

As i3 nawral to this capitalist e-
conomy, which fesds on poor people's
every misfortune, exterminators who
are equipped with the skills and tools
to control or eliminate pests charge
excesslve prices for their work, Thus,
the exterminator makes ahouse freeof
roaches and rodents a luxury and not
a human right, Therefore, the Houston
Branch of the Black Panther Party haa
implemented a People’'s Free Pest
Control Program, The labor, provi-
ded by Party members, and the pesti-
cides are absolutely free, To defeat
caplralism and re-intreduce humanity
to society, we will continue o sarve
the people body and soul,

For further Information, call(713) 224-
3682

ALI, POWER TO THE PEOPLE
Houston, Texas Branch

Black Panther Farty



Houston pigs have been after
BROTHER JOHNNY COWARD
for ovar three years,

The present situalion prevailing i
the LU.5, today is exploitation of the
poor, political oppression ond vacist
injustice, which resull in the captivity
of a large number of Black and other
opprossed people. Consequently, bro-
thers and sistars ara conslonily
locked-up for crimes they have not
committed, or shol down for com-
milling crimas againsi ""propariy"’, in
order to survive the wrefched and in-
human social conditions under whick
Black people are forced to live.

Johmay Coward, who hos been ex-
posed lo police harassmend foral least
the past six years, was shot on Sabur-
day morming, October 9, 1971, at ap-
proximately 2:00 a.m. This was [ess
than one month affer tha official opening
af the Houston, Texas Branch of the
Black Panther Party, of which Brother
Johnny (8 a leading member, He wus
sho! and them beaten by lwo fascisis
af the Houston Police Department.

Cna ofthe first confrontations Johnny
had, however, with Howston fascists oe-
curred as far pack as Decembar Tih,
368, At that time, [wo sadistic and
insana vice squad policemen tormented
and viciously beat him. As a resull
of those bealings, Johnmy suffered
fracturad ribs, dratn damage from in-
tensive blows lo his head, and lost
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JOHNNY COWARD SHOT,
AS HOUSTON BRANCH OPENS

his right eve, which these monsiers
had kicked out,

Later, even after realizing that
Joknny had not commitied any crima,
the pigs collaborated and brumped-wp
the chavge of oggravated assault
againgt a police officer. Immediately,
Johnny's lawyers filed a suil against
the two pigs responsible for so vi-
ciously beating him. Realizing the case
against them had some validily, the
pigs rasumad and intensified thair
harassment of this Brother. Finally,
thay succeeded in charging him with
burglary and felony thefl, As a resuli
of these trumped-wup charges, Joknny
spant one year and fifteen months in
tha Harris Cowunty Jail,

Tha pigs' attempls to murder this
Brother did not end herve, however,
During the July 26th shoof-oud which
resulted in the polica murder of Bro-
ther Carl Hampton, Johnny Coward was
wounded in the fool by the racist pigs,
who had stationed themselves on the
rooftops of St John's Baptist Church,
They were there hovering over the
people during an cut-door communily
meating, The blast thal lore aoff half
of Joknny's heel was from a shotoum,
loaded with Double "' 0" buckshot am-
munition, Johrny Coward, who by now
had joined People's Party II fnow the
Houston Branch of the Black Panther
Party), did not let these vicious acts
of attempled murdar stop him. He con-
tinued fo serve the people body and
soul,

The Houston Police Depavimant was
not yel safisfied by blinding Johnny
Coward, shooting off half of his fool,
or constantly railroading him lo jail
on fabricated charges. Becouse ofthis,

on October Sth, they allempled lo mur-
dar him. Not only did they shoothim,
but, while he lay wounded, viciously
beat and hicked him, Ronnde Latson,
an aye wilness to what acteally took
place, said that he first heard pun
fire, Al thal point, he said ha gol owl
of bed and looked owt of his window.
Sewing Brother Johnny in the alley be-
tween the apariments, Romnie said he
then saw fwo pigs approach Johnny
Coward and shoot him in tha side,
Ronnie  further staled that gfter
shooting him, the two pigs begen kcking
and beating the Brother, as he lay
wounded on the grownd, Ronnie, fearing
that tha pigs would beat the Brother
o death, shouled owl in defenss of
Johnny, telling the pigs to leave him
alone. One of the pigs responded o
Ronnie's protast by yelling, "* Youcoms
owf of that apariment, and you'll gat
the same thing..."

People began coming oul of their
homas o investigate, Saeing this, the
pigs drogeed Johnny through the allay
and feok him lo Ben Toub Hospilal,
where he remained i critical condition
uniil he was transferred (o the Coundy
Jail and held in the hospital ward
there, He is still there.

This is just arother glaring example
of how the fascist U5, state bringa
doum more and more brutality and op-
pression on the people each day, Bul
Johknny Coward has surmived, because
he is strong; ha lives lo fight for tha
peohle another day,

ALL POWER TC THE PEOFPLE
FREE JOHENNY COWARD
Houston, Texas Branch

Black Panther Party

'[:untri'hutioné io
THE ATTICA DEFENSE FUND
May be sent to:

ATTICA DEFENSE FUND u

¢/o BLACK PANTHER PARTY

P.O. BOX 397
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

or ATTICA DEFENSE FUND

¢/o BLACK PANTHER PARTY
P.O. BOX 8641
EMERYVILLE, CALIFORNIA 945607

11202




