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MEMPH|

“NOBODY WAS HURT UNTIL TH

The distorted face of [7-year old ELTON HAYES was clear evidence of
the viciously sick nature of the various pigs who took thair turns on him.

Southern tradition, 1ike baseball and
aggressive warfare, is part of the
American life-style, When the racist
rullng class refers to the ‘‘southern
traditlon’’ or the '‘old South™, they
refer to an imege of “‘lovely’ whits
ladies and *'fine'’ gentlemen sitting on
the verandss of large white houses
engaged In  poetlc conversation,

ELTON HATES,

CAL VIN McKISSACK

drawled out in sweet, melodic tones.
Black peopls, however, know the

gouthern tradidon’ initaugly reality:
The hanging tree, for the Black man who
ig even accused of so little as looking
at the *‘lovely' white woman; the tar
and feathers; the vigilantz mobks of
“‘fine'* gentlemen; the bombings of
Black churches; the ‘'NO NIGGERS -

GEORGE BARNES

Whites Only™ signs; the kitchens and
fislds of the master - all adding up
to the complete disregard by those in
power, and their followers, for the
rights of Blacks as human beings, or
even the thought in the first place,
that we ares human baings,

To be familier with a pardcular
way of life, however, is not to accept
it or to tolerate It. We are simply
familiar with the phenomenon of the
““aputhern tradidon’’, Wa do not ac-
cept it, Barler this month, deep In

Shelby County police reported that EL
This is the truck A

Dixis, Black youth of Memphis
Tennessee, rightecusly exhibited the
anger mnd dissarisfaction of Blacl
people with the ''southern tradition
They also forecast the means througl
which an angry people will finally re-
solve the contradiction berween our-
selves and our oppressors,

On October 16th, thres young Blad
brothars were driving a truck along
country road, outside of Memphis, Th
truck belonged to the father of th
driver, Tha driver was 15-year ol
George Barmes, The passengers wer
14-vear old Calvin McKisaack and 17
year old Elton Hayes, It was a goo
day, They were out on & Sanirda
afternoon, looking to have soms fur
Brother George Barpes bet his tw
iriends that he could drive to the to
of a hill before other cars coul
reach the hortom. The ideacame tohir
when he saw two other cars comin
over the top of the hill, They took off
The whole area was empty, There wa
hardly anyvone around, except thre
friends in an old truck having a goo
time,

As Brothers George and Calvin an
Elton were riding like the wind u
the hill, George spotted fiashing light
hakind sham Afrar forning o coOTTEE
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George pulled the hand brake ('l was
afrald o hit the brakes, because the
truck might roll,..""}% The truck slid
halfway into a ditch., By this rime,
the two plga chasing them, E.C, Mullins
and I1.,B, Dyer, hadcalled for othar
police, Altogether, twenty-eight full
grown plga emerged from thelr various
cars to artack the three young brothers,
once they had stopped, As Brother
Calvin stated, ""Thersa wasn't any

wreck, We just slid into the ditch,
Nobady was hort until the police of-
All twenty-eigh

T

ficers got there,

N HAYES' death was o *‘lraffic fatality"™.
ER the ""occident™™,

pigs converged on the brothers, Bro-
ther George later described the horror:
“1 grabbed my head and they began
poking me in the ribs with sticks,
| could see policemen on their knees
in the ditch, swinging their sticks up
{n the air., Bur, | couldn’t see who they
wore, Then, they knocked me down
and atarted kicking me in the side and
stomach, T never heard anything from
Calvin or Elion, All T could hear was
cops calling us everything but a child
of God..."

“When | got up,'’ George continued,
“they were atill swinging the aticks;
bise | didn't know on who, They carried
gomehady out of the ditch and put them
in the sheriff's car and let out - for
the hospital, 1 guess," Inside the pig
car Brother George Barnesrecalled
the conversation: *'They cursed us all
the way to town; and ome time one of
them spun around in the sear, shook
his finger and =aid, "Don't you know if
you had Ekllied those two officers In
that car, it would have been worse for
you than raping a white woman? We'd
sure enough killed you and left you
loying where you fell,' *

Seventeen-year old Brother Eltom
e

Tousa wna hearen o death in that

For Black youth in America, there are no care-frea days.

ditch. It was his body that Shelby County
Police {of which Memphis is a part)
whisked out of =sight, It was youthful
Elron Hayes that they had beaten beyond
recognition.

To disgrace this tragedy evenmore,
a Black police officer who was on
the scene could have prevented Elton

Hayes' death, Shelby County Deputy
Sherlif, Lieutenant Wilkes, not only par-
ticipated in beating Elton Hayes, but
glso was in a position within the police
chain of command to have ordered the
reat of his fellow-plgs to stop, Wilkes
was one of the flve County police on
the scene; the other twenty -threswere
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Twanty-ewgnt fidl grown pigs beat Elton Hayas to death,
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CONTINUED FROM LAST PAGE

clity police, In their plg hierarchy, the
County forces have authoriry over the
city; and Wilkes was the highest ranking
dog among the other County daputies,

ghall we aay for Elion
The Alack youth of Memphls,
particularly, did not say much, They
acted| OUn Saturday, October 19th, there
wore memorial funeral services for
Brother Elton Hayes, His distorted tace
wis elear evidence of the wiclously
sick nature of the various plgs who
took their turns on him, No Black
youth, in fact, really no Black person
in Memphis, could forget. [Instead
of sending flowers, some of them chose
to teke actlon against the oppressors
in any way they could, Recognizing the
close (if net {nseparabls) tie bérween

POLICE OFFICERS GOT THERE”

business and government, they began
destroying the immediately available
signs of our oppression, On the night
of the funeral, some peaple burned a
place called Speady's Drive-In to the
ground,

Thelr anger wis vented in many ways
from then on, and for many more
reasons, Not only had the plgs beaten
Elton Hayes to death, they lied about
it 1o the People. The murder of Elton
Hayes was recorded on official police
reports as a ‘‘traffic fatality®’, Then,
to even further underestimate the Peo-
ple’s  intelligence, Memphis Police
Chlef Henry Lux (who hes since re-
slgned) called himself **relieving” the
twenty-three city plgs of their duries,

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Calvin McKissach won'l forget baing told,
* _..8f you hod killed those heo officers,

it would have been worse for you than
raping a white womon.**

Wa are o people who anger slowly, et rage undamned,
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He neglected to mention that they were
atlll receiving their pay, Leave with pay
can only amount to a paild vacation,
Then, there was the question of the
other five pigs, None of them were even
reprimanded, The instantly angry re-
sponse of the Black community had
eked the lrde image of concession
our of Lux. Mothing moved the county
authoritdes, so it geemed,

The shock of Brother Elton Hayes'
murder had hardly rocked the Black
community, when, on the very next
svaning., viclous, unconcerned, racist
plgs violated the People again, Sup-
posadly, rushing toan area where there
was a fire-bombing, two plgs decided
that they didn’t need to stop when Robert
Reed, Jr, crogsed their path, He was
three years old, He is dead, Memphis
plgs ran over him and killed him,

*“,..He might have borna his burden more
bravely than we, -- aye, and found if lighter
tog, some day...""
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" oo For surely, sur

aly this is not the

[y

end, Surely M-:fne- shall

dawn some mighty mornimg o Lt the Veil and set the prisoned

frae,**

They have saild that they are sorry.

Certainly, this was unbe arable, Many
more fires were set, Memphis Mayor
Loeb was in a dilemma, He didn’teven
imagine that the good Black folks of
Memphis could be pushed roo far, He
generously decided that he had better
talk o some Black people to settle
things, Even the curfew that he had
{mposed was being ignored by the
masses of Black people, Calling for a
meeting  with
leaders, he naturally neglected to in-
clude membera of the Tennessee State
Chapter of the Black Panther Party,
whose main office is in Memphis,
Among those who were a part of this
meeting, however, Wwas Black singer
fssac Hayes, who was in the area to
entertain, Along with STAX Recording
Company, Hayes promised Loeb anend
to the “'riodng'” if the curfew would
be lifted, Hayes, after his perfor-
mances, went out into the Black com-

and a Freedom that is free™'

“'responsible’ Black.

munity with the intent of quelling the
“iripts’’. He bought free records and
candy bars. The idea of giving away
STAX records and candy bars did not
work. STAX' aond Hayes' promise waa
not fulfilled, Black people, especially
the youth, moved against various busi-
negses (the reminders of oppression)
with the harsh memories of Elion Hayes
and three-year old Robert Heed, Jr,

Suddenly, the people’s uprlsing
stopped. The People have decided to
wair until the next Clty Council meeting,
where the demand for the arreat of all
officers involved in Elton Hayes' mur-
der will be heard, The People will
decide the next move.

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE

Tennassee State Chapter
Black Panther Party

“*In pain, in vain! - for where, (0 God! beneath thy broad blue shy shall
my dark baby rest in peace, - where Reverence dwells, and Goodness,

NOTE: All caplions on this page are
guotalions taken from THE SOULS OF
BLACK FOLKS, by W.E.B, Dubois,




