Sometimes organinng around political peisoners fecls like
i necessary mmpassibality, The people in confrol hive laws,
pelice, and fucilities to control those who disagree. We make
Mhiers, call the media, and rally support, but ultimately it is o
legnl battle that frees incarcerated individuals. So, when we
found out that Robert King Wilkerson had the chance to go
free in the first months of this vear, it was incredible news. It
wias the kind of news | didn’t want to repeat or tell people until
[ was absolutely sure, unnl | saw hom walk through that gate.
On February B, 2000, the state of Lousiana overtumed King's
murder conviction. A plea bargain to avoid a lengthy retrinl
allowed ham 10 walk out of Lousana’s maximiim-securily
men's prison later that aflémoon

The Lowsiana State Penitentinry st Angola % notonous
for hlding onto people; 85 percent Of the mmmates sent to Angols
will die there, Just north of Baton Rouge. Angola 15 on an
| 8, (MM)-pore former plantaton, which from the end of Recon-
struction to the tum of the century was run as an incredibly
violent and mhumane convict-lease syvstem. In 1901 the state
of Lowisiana bought it and turned 1t into a state-run sugar plan-
mbon. Angold s brutality and corruption wis miamous, reach-
ing a poant 0f cnsis and notonety i the eerly * 708, According
to the Angodite, ™. .violence was a brutal, daily reality, Double
bladed hatchets, swords, long steel knives and Roman style

shiglds wisre comimonplace. Men slept with steel plates nnd JO
II C Penney catalogues tied o their chests! even in maximum-se-
] curity cellblocks, men alept wiath their doors tied and with blan-
:I ) ;'::IJ_ _ kets bed around their bunks as 8 means ol protection and secu-
> _‘: L 7N -.-.. 4 Aty In 1973 a US. Distnet court declared Angola “an ex-
: . YW & ' freme rau!r-]'u: emergency” and bepan 15 vears of federal over-
| ____!_1;":'.1'_"_':_ - > sight by LS. Magistrate Frunk Polozola
b, g It's within tho belly of thes mghtmare that Herman “Hooks™
Robert H'E' Wilkerson talks Wallace and Albert Woodfox formed the Tirst official chapter

about reSista -J'J.'-E the Black Pan- of the Black Panther Party mside prison walls. In 1972 they
ther Pﬂrty and life inside  were joined by King, who o vear later was convicted of killing
Lauisiana’s maximum SEEI.[FIJE]" another mmate in a fight, the charge that lnnded him a lile sen-

prison in ,ﬁ.ngnia_ tence. All three men know that they were targeted by the ad-

mimistration at Angola for organtzing their fellow inmates, stop-
interview by ping rapes and sex slavery, doing legal work for themselves
Alec ".Ehﬁ.f“ Dunn and others and for working across mee lines and other divi-

' ' sons desiened to keep 4,000 men under control
and Brice White * gnod 1o keep ef COnir

Robert King Wilkerson served almost 28 vears in Angola’s
solitary conlinement cells, CCR, belore finding some measune
of justice. His co-defendant repeatedly claimed to be the only
one responsihle and the state’s witnesses later recanted their
testimony, In the Promethean wiorld ol prisoner appeals, these
[acts didn’t make a difference until has federal heanmg in June
of 2000}, where one judpe berated the state proseculor for al-
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lowing this man to sit in jail for 28 years with-

oul & cose against lam. A year later he 5 & free

T,

His two comrades, Albert 'Woodiox and
Herman *Hooks' Wallace, however, ane still
there serving time in CCR for the murder of an
Angola puard, & murder they did not commit
King, Woodfox and Hooks have been the forces
1o buoy ench other over these long vears. They
are each other's best friends, strongest suppon
and most dichard warmiors. With King on the
outside, Herman and Albent have gained the
most powerful force to win ther own freedoim,
We inlerviewed King atthe National Coalitior
1w Free the Angola Three's office in dew Or-
leans. King's story 15 the story of many young
blpck men in New Orleans, with a police record
and harassment that stiarts as a young man, 1t 1
algo an incredible story of a man released after
o stageering 28 vears in soliary confinement, &
story of freedom gained through determination
and strugele, a story of hope.

Wit yher did you Jirst gro into prison’
My first time in Angola was some time in
September 1969,

Angola way the first correctional facility you
were in

First acdult facility. | had went to LTT, what
they call the Louisiana Training Institute. At the
time, it was called the State Industrial School
for Colored Youth locaied in Baton Rouge. | was
there i yer or 50

When you were gronving up, IRIRES were segrn-
garted ar pthal point”

Yes indeed, it was totally segregated, | re-
member times 1 nsed to get on the bus and there
was 3 sign “for coloded patrons only™ and you
woudd get on the bus and we would have 1o s
behind that sien. Lot of tmes we would ke
thit sign and pun it way up front. 1t used to anoee

me even ol that age, | was around eight or 10
years old, how segregation was bramwashing.
It wos psychological. T say this because when
we wiotld tike the signs and put them up front,
there was scores of emply seats beyvond the sign

and T noticed that whites would get on the bus
and they would pever allow themselves 1o go
bevond that sign, even though there were Jots
of empty seats. | found it was wonic and a lintle
fpolish, and | learned w think of it later on as
psvehological, snd that people were unable (o
tise above this perception. 1t was the stalus quo,
Fim Crow, but they just couldn't nse ghove .

How about with the pofice? Were they someihing
thizt Wk constant (n Your communin”

They were patrollng the black commumity
sort of regular. At that tme | bad o fear of the
police, like anyone clse who came up in thi
day. They wene scen as something akim to Ciod
or omnipotent or all powertil. As | grew into
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adulthood, | remember coming into contact with
the police. | would have o job, but there was a
law on the books called the vagrancy law, if you
couldn’t show visible means of support. The
police at that time used that law (0 harass, in-
timmidate and arrest a lot of bloods in the com-
mumity. | used to keep a job, |hike to have things,
&0 11 1 could find a job | always did work, ¢ven
when | really young. | cut grass. | worked on
vegetable trucks, 1 had no problem with work,
but | did have & problem that when | did get o
job when | got off into adulthood, sometime on
a Friday or a Saturday, during the weekend, |
remember being arrested many tmes on the
weekend on a vagrancy law, showing no visible
means of support. And I would have check stubs
and envelopes where | would have my pay, and
the police would come to n place where we might
have congregated, it could be a bar room or some
other facility. They would arrest you! they didn 't
like the way you looked, didn’t like the way you
inlked and vou'd be nrrested, At that time it wis
a 72: they'd keep vou in jail for mvestigahon
allegedly to see if vou had a job, but by that
time if vou had a job that required your pres-
ence, well if they armested you for 72 hours, like
on & Saturday, you didn’t get out untl Monday
evening; you go back w your job, it was gone.
S0, that was my early cxperience with the po-
lice. Back to vour question whether or nol it was
sepregated; it was the law, whites and blucks
didn’t congregate.

Whart wax {1 like when yvou first went 1o Angola
i 19617

For some reasor, [had o vague wlea of how
it would have been during chattel stavery, When
| god to Angola, coming from New Orleans, an
urhan arcn, and going out there 1o this rural en-
vironmient. 11 was almost like | had entered

different ern, | mean the mannerism of the

bosses who were at that time all white, the
people in general, and the locanon, it was like
[ had entered the past. When they spoke (o yiou
they spoke to you like you lived in the past,
like something you might read out of a novel.
I¥ vou addressed o tetter, iT you put the term Mr
in from! af your nhme on the return address. o
would come back 10 vou, no such thing as Mr

then. You had o address
nll the ofticers by thear
title, vou had 1o address
them *host” of “muster or
something along those
lines. Some puys
wouldn't call them boss
and they didn’t want 1o
sy $ir every time they
said anything, or mister,
s0 we invenicd a name
which was ‘chief” and
for some reason it caught
on, beciuse they loved
that namee. | guess it de-
notes you the chiel of-

ficer, yvou the top notch, g-time, s0 they ac-
cepted thal, Guys sort of mvenled this new col-
Joquialism, 5010 keep s from having (o sy boss
OF MISICT.

Bt it wits yarcastic?

Well, vénh, but | don’t think they percervied
il as sarcastic. They saw 1l as you refeming (o
them as chief, and 1 think they acted the pan,
they pluyed the role. That was one way guys
achieved not having to call them boss all the

Lmne.
CGuys worked m the Held under the gun
They had immate gusrds oo, The inmake guards
had the guns and they were worse than the of-
ficers. They held the guns, they lived i differ-
ent areis or locanons of the prison. During that
period of tme, iU wis pretty rough. They had
grders 1o shoot a posoner 11 a prisoner accosted
free personnel. | know one guy who got shot
due to an alvercation with an officer. But then
I"ve known two guys were killed in one day in
the field, You would walk in the Gzld and il you
deviate left or night they had the option te shoot
and some of them would shoot vou, One day,
one guy was wounded and two guys were killed
as 1 result of steppring out of the guard line; they
made o mistake and stepped out of the gunrd
ling, Here was a line maybe five feet from the
regular inmate working line and vou could de-
viate, vou could step to the left maybe a fool,
foot and o half, and you were nowhere near the
puards. But they had the option and they had
the orders, if they wanted they could shool you.

Wirs ther iremate popdation segregated af Angols
ar the Hime !

At that tme veah, there was a pariion even
in the kitchen, Actually before | was clerk |
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wiorked in the kitchen, | got on a cook shift. You
had two shifts, a shift for whites and a shifi for
hiacks The dormmtones that | lived in, hived in
Hickory at the time, Walnut and Hickory were
supposed 1o be black, They was all black, col-
ored immates, Then there wos Pine and Chnk.
Those werd for the white sinmates. | wos on wha
they call the big vard in the muin prson at the
e,

Winy there different troatment for biack ad white
(rtrafes.”

(b veah! There wasn™t any doubt. Even
now, bt it's o Hitle more subtle, there's a dif¥er-
ence now, but ut that ime, 11 was blatant, | used
to watch both liney, work details out m the frelds.
You had only one white line, mavbe two, bu
you had 10 to 12 black lines. | would sce the
truck drive up and take all the white lines out.
Don't get me wrong, whites wure in the field
ton, [t there were many tmes [ saw they would
g0 to the posts, the officer would take theny ous
1o the field and they would have everything all
set up, but they would set out there for maybe
an hour o =0 and they'd say well your line s
cancelled and they'd send them back to the dor-

ITHELOrY.

Did v feel like theve was any inmates ar the
tinte Who were attcmpting to arganize”

Dunng that time, this was around "6l, |
remember on one occasion guys did come to-
gether. This wis an_ incident where one of the
white officers had beéat up a black pnisoner,
kicked him around pretty good, then they put
him i CORC This gy was Knd of well known,
so what happencd was the guys on the g vand
gol together and they imitinted what they call 2
buck. This was a buck against food, which would
mcan to them not eating, 1 0ok part in the buck.
They took us as o result after a couple of davs, i
duy or two of not cating, they took us out of the
dormitory, lodded us up on cattle trucks, and we
had 1o go throngh o gambit of inmale guards
and free people. And the guvs who were real
well known 2ot roughed up pretty bad because
they had picked them out as the ones who had
sturted the buck. That was about the closest they
woild ever tame to organizing, when something
hlutint would bappen.

Ay far as anyone being poliically con-
scious ot the time or politically aware of what
was really mhang place; or define what wik go-
ing on, there wasn 't anyihing like that nt all. Nos
until late *60s, &9 or "T0, ot the time when siu-
dents, white and hlack, were laking part in pro-
tests out here on the street and of course during

the emergence of when the Black Panther Party
came on the set. You had chaplers around the
country anid vou had some of those people, such
as Woodfox and Herman, joining the party when
they went to Angola. Ropald Allsworth, he was
another one who went 1o Angola. There was lofs
of others who were affilisted and puvs who be-
ame politically aware of what was tnking place
who went to Angola. | think they put a political
spin on what was taking place in larger socicty
so they put a political spin on what was Laking
place in Angola, and they could see histoncal
connection that Angols was just rellecting the
larger suciety, This is when the palitical spin
came on strugeling and resistance, It was 38 o
result of the Black Panther Party, Albert.
Herman, and others. later on | jomed them.

it X your first corfact with consclousness and
hleck power?

| knew about Maleolm, Martin Luther
King, ond even duning the carly "60s | had read
a book called Born a Slave. Died a King. 1t was
dealing with the Haitian revolution, Henry
Christophe, Jean Jacque Dessaline, all of them
| was a rebel from way way back, even before |
went to Angola, but | couldn’t articolate the way
| felr It wasn "t until about well *68 or “69 that |
became mware, what was going on inside 01 s0-
ciety, You couldn’t help but feel it because there
was a level of consciousness kg place, espe-
cially among black people. Itscemed a5 if blacks
were trving o redefine themselves ns opposed
o having beon defined by bundreds of years by
the definition the system had accorded them.

That was durng the period when blacks stared
wearing what they considered was more rooled
to their culture, People had stopped processing
their hair, were wearing naturals and Afros,
dashikis and what have you. Later on | lcamed
it doesn 't define you because Tor some people 1l
wis just o fad bat for others who are singere
about their roots it wasn'ta fad.

Were vou on the sireels in C68 and "6@"

I wizs on the streets in 69 #nd | cought a
little bat of what was taking place. | saw and felt
the change m society. | was arrested in early * 70
and that phvsical arrest arrested me psychologi-
cally too, | had the opportunity 1o/look ot what
was poing on. | was arrested and chorged with
another ¢rime and being subsequently. Tound
guilty and sent 1o Angola, | felt at this time with
the expencnce | had alrcady had with the sys-

tem, that the police knew that | shouldn’t have

been found guilty, because the persons who had
robbed a supermarket uptown didn’t remotely

The inmate guards had the guns and they were worse than the
I've known two guys were killed in one day in the field.
wuuld walk in the field and if you deviate left or right they had

option to shoot and some of them would shoot you.

resemble me at all. | was offered a cop-out, which
means if 1 would have took 10 1o 15 vears with-
out a trial and evervthing would have been all
fight. They wiene using me just to clean the books
on n robbery that someone else had committed.
So | refused and | went 1o trial and | was found
guilty and 1 was given 35 vears, and it was then
that 1 took & good look at what was going on, |
was hke whoa man, this is wild, | think at that
time the real me emerged because | rebelled and
| escaped. | see mysell as a slave and that's o

right, one of the only rights a slave has, is to
rebel and you take that right, they don’t give if
0 you. So, | escoped. It was shon lived.

Where did you escape from)!

New Orieans Pansh Prison. This ook place
in maybe May or June 1970, [ was charged with
ageravated escape and | was given eight years.
We grabbed some of the guards, locked them up
in the cell, Our objective was not 10 hurt any-
body and nobody got hurt, except the inmates
who they caught that night, but pone of the
guards got hurt. The idéa was o esCape and |
achieved that, | was one of the few, Incidentally,
one of the guys, six hours later that mght, be
was killed by a deputy shenfT. He was seen somae-
where uptown on the street. They say he had a
gun, and he pomied it at the deputy and be was

kithed, but they found out the gun didn’t have -
firtng pin 1 in fact he had a gun, Anvway, | was
arrested not long after that.

How many exdaped?

26, yeah 26.

You hir the yrreets and past seattered !

Yeah, | went my way and that's the reason
why a lot got rearrested soon after or moments
after the escape. because it was really unorga-
nzed. At that me [ wasn’t trymng to crganize, |
had one objective in mand, escape and | made
sure | escaped. The rest of the guvs, 1think three
of us got free that night, the rest were caught
sommewhere in the vicinity of the prison, but 1
made it | was rearmested later.

I remember meeting some of the brothers
who were busted in the shoot out, in the ninth
ward, Bluck Panther Party: | met up with them
and it was at this time that 1 really put every-
thing in perspective, rather they put it in per-
spective forme: | wes able ro see thay | was dead-
ing with n monster, that 1 was dealing with a sys-
tem that oppressies blacks and poor alike, whites
and everybody else, If you didn’t have the dol-
lar, vou were lost, you was oul of here, it didn’t
make a difference. | still saw the discrepancy
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and the double standard they showed towards

blacks and whites, Lisunlly any organczation thi
conmes on the sel has o tendency lownrds nation-
alism, Ut sooncr or later it becomes inlema-
tonalsme: The Party embraced all, some people
think thal they were a group of individunls as
st call them lumpen prodetanat, with a crimi-
nal mentality, bal no, Hoey Newton and Bobly
Senle, they weren't crimunals; they were intel-
lectuals. They created an wdeology centered
around analvemg the mstoncal phoht of blacks
i this country and they wied other incidents of
people s revolutionary struggle o define whal
wis lakmg place in Amenon. The Black Pan-
ther Party had an intemational ideology and 1
engolicd all forms of revolulicnary struggle
With blacks bewng most oppressed, it may seem
s A0 i was ¢conlined to just cover blacks, bat i
coverad poor and oppressad people. [t was an
ideology centered around chminating the op-
pression of black people, but it tried 1o get blacks
and podar whates and Mexwcans and Nanve
Améncans and anybody else who had common
interest. It was something that | could really re-
lage tor e | ocould embrace . | never saw my-
sell as bemng opposed 1o humans, | saw haman
beings as being equals and so | never had a prob-
lem Living with whomever. Mot that | didn 't see
color and even 1f | didn’t wint to see color, |
was fomced 1o see 1

Youi met the New Oefeany Block Panthirs ol
( edecerty Parish Peivin

| think they were 12 of them, two females
amid 10 nombes: C1 ot that tome, that was the ter
they eventually called the Panther ver, this 15
where maost of them resided at. On C ) they steel-
plated the windows and evervthing for the first
penod, but we were sull able w communmmcate
wialh them, Ciuys have wiys 10 comununicate; i
wast tno proabléem, Even the sisters who was
being held in a different arca of the prison, they
were able to get letters over o their commdes
who were in the Parsh Prison. We communi-
caled; of was no problom o commumcale, | was
on U3 ot the iume and they were on 1 which
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only one her separnted us. That was unil around

maybe 71, There was another protest agamst
conditsons i the Pangh Prison, and Ronald
Adlsworth and Shelly Batiste they were Panthers,
they were on the tier where | was, We used 1o
hold political education classes and we initiated
a food strike to try and affect some changes,
because the food was bad and the tier was buili
lo hitse no more than 45 prisoners, but they
mast havve hod 80 or 90 on the tier, maybe more
Ciuyvs were sleeping on the floor on filthy mat-
tresses, roaches three inches long, biggest you
Cver saw b roach, s 11 was pretty wemd, so
we inihnted o hmger sinke. We sent out fliers,
sent out letters, sawd what we were going o do
As i result of thal, o few dayw later, they shipped
what they called the ringleaders out. They eame
on the tier and got about five of us, ofT the ter
and wo wenl to what they call the Annex, which
wits lecated on Rampart Street, formerly the first
precinel. They called 11 the Pansh Prison An-
nex, but it was also g place where guvs were
being shippoed out o the war in Vietnam, or they
were being brought back 1o the Federal deten-
hon center for going AWOL. We met a lot of
those puys who were shipping out and we tned
to tell them not o 2o o war and the ones thal
went AWOL, we applauded them. | was over
there about six months and they eveniually sent
me back 1o Parish Prison, but shortly thereaftes
thiew sent e to Aneola, The National Cruard was
coming by an grmored trucks and we were be-
ing loaded up on-armed trucks and were being
cseoftod by the Matonal Cuard 1o Angola

Because you wire pefitical ”

Because of that and because | think the
guards wene scared because that jal was full
Ciuys were bemg held in the prigon on charges
thit they should have went to traal for and what-
ever they were gomng (o do with them and
shopped them out and even the ones who had
Been (o rial and had time, they were betng held
i Pansh Poson. 5o, | guess the guards felt i
was lime 1o ship them oul. They were shaipping
out trucklosds evervday, | had a battery charge,
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ageravated battery aganst one of the deputies,
s0 they shipped me to Angola in *71, by these
armmored rucks escorted by natiopal guardsmen
Hut what they dud, they sent me back a day or 10
later, | stayed in Pansh up unnl April, from No-
vember “ 71 until the latter part of April 1972

Yau metd Herman and Albert then in Orleans
Parish Privon”

| met Herman in 19662 1 met Albert in '65
How about Hooks, wiat was i Iike when vou
first met him?

| was really impressed with meeting Hooks,
because Hooks was armested for robbing a bank
In 1966, even though it was being done, it was
kK ol unprecedented. | immediately liked him
because he was a hikeable guy

In 1971, were vou three tight, like real tighe?
Oh yeah, we was tight tight, real tght, say
because when | had got arrested and just before
| escaped, Hooks was on the tier with me in 3,
it 50 happened he had been coming backwards
and forwards, filing post-conviction to get back,
iry and get that ime back, and about two weeks
betore | escaped they had just sent him back to
Angole Boy was he mad. Sad | waited until he
lefl He wanted to escape also. He subsequently
cscaped again and he was rearrested again
Alber, he escaped from Pansh Prison in '69 af-
ter he was convicted for an armed robbery, | think
he wigs givien 30 vears, and he lefl and he weni to
oW York. In the Tombs, he jomned the Black
Panther Party. He gone and escaped and they ne-
arrested him and he met those guvs there. So we
knew each other and we was real tight. And when
wie ol back together agamn it was 1972, in CCR
beciuse at that time because when they seént me
back m Apnil *72, they were on B tier and | was
o D per, 1t wasn 't until * 73, well they split Alben
and Hooks up, Albert and | ended up on the ter
together, and we were next door 1o each other
for years. We held political education classes, we
taught puys how to read and write, if they didn't
know how 10 read and wnte, and 1ot of other
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changes and other things that we engaged that
we felt would kind of change our conditions. It

was bad. They would feed yvou underneath the
doaor, push food undemeath the door. You would
be handcuffed and shackled anywhere you go
outside the cell. Prior 1o them putting them on
they want to strip search vou knd go through an
anal search and then when you come back, even
tf you didn 't come m contact with nobody, they
want you to go through the same thing. We had
o kind of struggle apainst thut. We pot some
changes done.

Dhid you go immediately to CCR (Closed Cell
Rextricted-solitary confinement)?

| went straight to CCR. Imitially they told
me | was plaving lawver for the wmmates, that's

why they put me i CCR, but then some vears:

later | found out | was being investigated and
didn 't know' what it was and still later found out
they were mvestigating me for that Brent Miller
killing.

I know 1t was because of my affiliaton with

the Black Panther Party, that | was placed in
CCR.

ey wanded fo keep you out of the gereral popa-
lation for organizing”
Tes,

Was there any fear whin Georpe Jackson got
kilted and orthers were getting Killed in prisons
inother parts of the country, was thereamy foar
that thal wopld happen fo vou all

Mo, | was angry and it wos a regrettable
loss, | s it as @ loss, | was hoping he would've
gotten oul. | was just angry; it intensified what |
already feh.

Hrere there amy swuand threats on you all for be-
ing organizers” Expecially after Brent Miller's
death?

There were lots of them, ves indeed they
came o CCR many tmes. | don’t know if this
has been exposed yot, but they came one time
an the tier. 1 think we was profesting something,
they say it's in the record that they came on the
tier wilth guns and they was discussing and de-
bating who was going to kill Weodfox and who
was going to kil Hooks, and this iz on tape. They
wits debating who was going 1o kill who, and ir
just s0 happens the gun misfires though. 1 re-
member ancther time an inmate came on the tier
with a pistol, telling Woodfox he wanted o ¢s-
cape. He had the gun on him, showed him the
gun, the gun was checked out and it didn't have
no finng pin.

S, At was a ser-up?

you, but they leam to respect vou a hittle, | think
that's what we nehievied.

There was a time when vou all seemed lost, we
had mever heard of the Angola two, three, even
i New Orleans, bl around critical resisrance
in {998 is when people redivcovered your sifig-
non, What happened in that interim?

We communicated mostly with our rela-
Hves. We kept up with current events that were
taking place. We were familiar with aclivists
doing things, bul we weren 't in contact with any

arganization or no person. I8 wasn't unul, hke

vou smd, 1998, when Alberi gof réady 1o go 1o
trial. | think they put it on the Intermet, *Black
Panther being retnied for crime that ook place
whenever..."and so forth. And | think it was then
thot people renlly got some interest in the case.
But prior to that time, no, it was sort of like we
were in exile,

Did veur all talk about the fack of support oul-
side that nobody knew, or did yvou aot even con-
sider that there shoufdd be?

Well, we may have thought over the vears
that wie should have, but we never gnped over
that. We felt like we had a stick to carmy and this
wits our awn stick, We didn’t have any lawvers
working on our cases; this 1% why we filed our
own stuff, We hiled our own post-convichions;
we initiated that ourselves. We weren't looking
for someone else 1o do something for us, 11 we
wiere, wie wiouldn't be ns far as we are now, Then
you know the court was taking a different ap-
proach to dealing with post-conyictions and so
forth, At one time, you could wait any length of
time to file o post-conviction and you weren's
barred from the court, but things don’t stand sull
They don’t wait on you. Some dudes are stuck
out now, some guys are real stuck oot in il
theyre legally dead, they re legally barred from
the court. Like | said, at one time you could al-
wiys go back in court, bul now there are laws
that have been érected both on o state and on
the federal level that prevents you from going
o court, 1o @¢t yvou back in Court piler a ceriin
periad of time. [n other words, you become pro-
cedurally barred if vou don't initinte post-con-
viction proccodings afier 4 certmn penod of time,
It doesn't matter whether you are Innocent or
whether vou are guilty, whether vou are factu-
ally imnocent or whether vou are actually inno-
cent If you wait a certamn peried of time, and
unless new evidence surfnces that allows yvou to
gt bock m court, vou are legally dead, vou can’t
get back in court and at one tlime it wasn't like
this. So good thing we had initiated our own
post-conyiction because we would have been le-
gally barred with the lows that subsequently

bt ahowut xome of the things yvou guys organized
waround i Angeda T know that Albert talked o
for ahout early on irying to organize againyt sea
slivery, but other thingx as well,.

That was part of prison culture, sexual sla-
vary. | guess almost inoany prison, you gol
wenker and you got stronger guys, or what they
may consider weaker or stronger guys. What |
saw, what Albert saw, and what Hooks saw, the
only wiy that vou can really prepare o person’s
thimking or thought process for change s the
person himsell has-to change. Even though
sexual slavery ot the time was a big part of the
prison culture, and it was something that the

stronger pnsoners took for pranted 10 prey. on
the weaker prisoners, they had 10 be convinced
that what they were domg was wrong. And it
wiats equal 1o what was being done 1o the over-
all prison poputation. The only way that this
could be done was to educate them palincally.
It stands 1o reason that the only way o person
cian really change society is w chunge himself
or herself. So, 1f you are trying 1o change so0i-
cty, but you have a mentality or proctice that is
inconsistent withthe ideology that you were try-
ing to portray, it docsn’'t make sense. And not
that Albert or | or anvone else was agamst ho-
msexuality, becouse we know that that is pan
of the larger society, but it was just forced ho-
mosexuality. Guys didn "t want 1o participate and
they were being forced 1o participate and this 15
the thing that Albert and Herman and | spoke
agamst 1 this is what they wanted, it was cool,
but being forced off in to it was a thing that the
Black Panther Party and progressive people ook
sues with, Many of them sawd *Yeah bro, | can
see where you're coming from.” | think dinlogue
was & good weapon that the Black Panther Party
used, basically and mostly it was dialoging with
guys, but sometimes if it was o forced mpe, if
you needed to show equal strength 1o prevent
it at times we were willing o do that

d vy thinking thuat It wax a time or veform and
thaat sovne gainy had beon-made, but recently a
lot af that kax been rlling back.

When federl mediators got off o the
prison, there were some changes in procedun:
in how the pnson operated, What they did
though, these changes weren™t designed to pro-
tect the nghts of the inmates, but it was done
mastly 1o protect the nights of the prison. There
was & growing trend in the courts and Laws that
were being erected which were centéred around
prisoncr nghts, [T the siate vialated thess nghits
they was subjected 1o having 1o compensate the
prisoner for violating his nghts. So the Federml

o protect the laws of the state of having 10 15

mediator and federu! laws were affected mostly ‘g

Obvaously, Those are just somic. Thene have
been cases were we had been gassed, beaten and
you know we fought back, You can fight back
for so long, You make vour little showing, let
them know vou not totally imtimidated. A fler that
you know, things improved. They might not like

suc out any money for guys having their ights &
violated. Angols was living in the 16th ¢entury, =
They wasn't aware, some of the livyers, some
of the judges out there in SL Francisville wha
oversee Angolan. They weren'| aware of ceriam
laws based on prisoners’ nghts. Where if pris-
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came up that have prevented people from get-
ting back in court. As a result, Hooks is stll le-
gally alive, and Albert is still legally alive, and 1
wits up until the tine T was released.

| 7 1owme

L am going 1o rewingd a litle, Could vou ik a
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ohers” nghts were vioketed that they could seck
redress in the court and the state would have to
pay. S0, these laws they really only brought
Angola up 1o par with what was takimng place
pcross the country. In actuality, it was (o protec
the officials from being sucd. A person can look
at it like pnsoners have more nights today then

they had, but those are nghts that yvou should
have had o long tme ago thiat was on the books
bul Angola wasn't prcticing. Arc we shipping
back? | was and Hooks and Albert were still in
solitary conlinement, going on 2% yedrs now,
They might try 1o beautify or give vou certain
things that other prisoness in o men's prison
muight have. The thing 1s they can’t really beau-
tify, they can't justify, keepimg o person ina cell
for that long. | don't think they can.

Hecatse your rights are still grossly violated.
Right. Soeven though Angols was brought
up mto what you might call the 21st century,
they still apply to a certain degree, some of the
age-old archale laws that they were domg back
in the “6ls und “TOs. S0 5 there anv change?
Some people might sy there was o change. Bul
o mi they could have iven me a computer. thoy
could have given me a car, they could have given
me d wormin 24 hours o dayv. They could have
given me evervilang | wanted in that cell. As
long as they kept me in that cell 23 hours a day
fior 28 vears, nearly 29 years, they wouldn 't have
done anvthing excepl continué 1o violate my
human nghts. When they got guys 1o frame me
up, to include me into an event that ook an-
other inmate’s life, and later on these guvs re-
canted saying that they were put up o do this
by the prison afficials, anytime they could do
this and get away with if, that’s not much change.
Anytime they could do this with Albert and
Hetman, get guvs to lig, pay goys off 1o say they
participated in the murder of & guard. Anytime
they can send guvs o Angola who are actually
innocent of crimes because they want 1o clean
the books and can keep them there and ' violate
thewr human rights for the rest of their bives, |
can 't see where there's much change. Like | say,
some people are satisfied with seeing much of
nothing. They stnve for mediocnty, 1 don't sec
any change, | think it"s human rights violation
1y the utmaost,

change.
PEOPLE

e they can send guys to Angola who are
innocent of crimes because they want
lean the books and can keep them there
and violate their human rights for the rest of

their lives, | can't see where there’s much

[ wanted to get vour perspective on how things
have changed coming back o New Orleans, |
think peaple our age wanl (o know whether vou

sew @ change m say race relariony or claxx war

Yoo e i wriguie pasition, having a fime lapse
o lifee o the streed.

The class war between the nch and the poor
hasn'{ changed, | don’t think. What | have seén
15 change 1 perceplion and mentality. |'ve seen
with younger whites and vounger blacks, | think
there is a more ongomg dialogue, and working
relationship than existed when | was out here
30 some years ago, Recently at Critical Resis-
lance al Columbaa Universaty, | saw a lot of
young students who were real interested i the
state of affairs of Americn. [t reminded me of
| 968 when the students becamie mvolved m try-
ireg to prevent Amenica from continuing the Viet-
nam War, ['ve been inspired by what |'ve scen
so [ imngne vou can call this change, For awhile
there seemed 1o be a penod where change had
stopped. there scemed 10 be a rest period. | think
there i3 o renewed focus and a wave of momen-
tum, a momentum that s kong things o this
country that probably can affect thar gulf that
cxists between the nch and the poor. 5o in that
sense there | guess there 15 hope, there 18 the
possibility that there could be some change, |
tell you what; the foundation for change i1s be-
ing laad, so for that | am encouraged. 1'm very
encournged about that, Whal's taking pluce now,
we huve 10 be consistent. Like someone told me
not long ago, there has o be some continuty tn
what we're domng. As fong as we keep doing
what we're doing, as long as we keep growing,
s long as we stay focused.

We showld wrap this up. But the last thing. where
dis wae go fram here?

My commussion s what it was while | was
in-Angola, o alfec! change. My commission
whatever time | have [eft on this planet 15 the
work, keep focus on the Angola Three and other
groups, o work for pnson reform and 1o con-
tinue on doing whatever 1s necessary (o bring
nbout these changes. Hopefully some changes
will come about, In any event, 1'll continue to
hope for the change and to work for the change
and do whatever | can, to try (o affect these
changes work with whomever | can. | will work

with whomever will work with me to bring about
these changes. 1"l continue, I 1've got 1o speak
at this place or that place, if I've got to travel
here or there, hey, 30 be it, bring it on, 1'm ready
o o, ['ve been resting 31 years and 1"m not
tired.

Albert Woodfox achieved the retrial thar
broke the A3 story to the world. Filing alfl his
own degal work, Albert s conviction was ower
rirmed andd in December 1998, he way retried,
With supporters organizing oply severd! weeks
herfore the rrial and with patnfully inadeguare
conrt appointed attorneys actually doing the
conrtroom work, Albert was reconvicted and
sent right back o CCR at Angola. From there,
fee resuemed iz offorts of legal work on s and
orthers "caxes, Originally from the Treme neigh-
borhood, a self-described “krucklehend ™ dmd
pettv-criminal, he was i and out of penal [nsii-
tutians ax a vouth, K escaped from a New Or-
leans courthowse in 1969 and went to New York
Ciry, where he hooked up with Black Panther
Party there in the NYC Jails. He was extradited
hack to Angola shordy after. but his focus fad
permanently shifted to liberation strugelex, otk

fowr hivmsedf andd others.

Herman ‘Hooks " Walliaice has iy first shor
al freedom in a long time: On June 28, as this
arficle goey to print, Hermuon will have @ hear-
trge i Lowisiana s {9 Judicial Eistrict Conrt
The state will arsnee that Hermtan k time limif
for a new trial has expired. From a lesal stand-
point, this i clearly not the case. There ix no
evidence o tie Honks ar Albert o the Miller
murder, excepr testimony of pther (nmates long
since dioad anid wie receinved carly releise hased
and thanks from the warden after thiz case
closed. Local supporters ane turning oul o show
that Herman has a community that cares and @5
walching what happens, that we cannot el the
stpbe raifroad This cave any longer,

For the complete story of these three moh
and their sitwation, plus updates on what you
can do fo gal involved, go o hHp:
wiw, prisonactivist.org/angola ar
www preisontactivist orgfaneola, To find out how
te start a chapler of the National Coalition io
Froe the Angola Three. call 349406756, The
fight is nor fimited to them There are political
privoners throughou! thix nation, many still vern-
ing time ay a resull of viciouws COINTELPRO
getivitiex in the "60x and "T0s. With the hesghi-
ened surveillance and innmidation of todayy
aetivist community, we must learn from the past
and never forget. In 30 years, it may be somé of|
our comrades thar we fight for. %
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