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HER
LIVING
WAS NOT

IN VAIN

Un December 10th, a beauriful, Black
mother passed away, Really, she did
not pass away, just die, for it was
outright racist neglect on the part of
the government which was the dirsce
cause of her death, Mrs, lrene JTohnson
(who was 43 years old) was very dear
‘D many people, especially to the
members of the New York State Chapter
of the Black Panther Party. “‘Moms"*
(a5 everyone called her), the mother of
Comrade Bill Johnaon, had been

working, along with the Party, in the
People’s Survival Programs, Her very
life, particularly from the time she
began working in the programe, was
dedicated to helping other people in
our community, to serving the people

body and soul,

It ls ironic thar it was dus o the

total inndequacy of the medical and
health facilities in the Black communi-
tea of New York Ciry, that Moms

herselfl died. For this had been part
of her purpoae in living, to help pro-
vide services for our people, free of
charge, that would satsfy our basic
needs and desires, (It reminds one of
Dr, Charles Drew, a Black doctor,

who discoverad the blood pleama
theory and developed the blood bank
[or which millions can be grateful

today, Dr., Drew was in an sutomobile

accldent In 1950, and ironically, bled

to death, because , 88 & Black man,
he was refusaed medical treatment by
a white hoapital.)

At the revolutionary memaorial ser-
vices for our dear Comrade, on De-

IRENE JOHNSON fell victim to Amaerica’s genocide, She is one of our reasons for struggling on.

cember 15th, Chmrinan Bobby Seals,
In a taped message (a5 he was unable

to get to New York In time for the

gervices), spokeof what Comrade irene
J uhnsqg.'n life and work ﬂl death really

meant*

trothers ond Sisters and People,
onDeacember I[Oth, American genocide
agamnst the Black Communily clatmed
another wiclim, This was Mrs. [rena
Johnson, a Panther Mother, Moms.

Myrs. Irena Johnson, 43 yers of age,
was part of the New York State Chapler
of the Black Panther Party. She was
knoum and [oved as Moms, We loved
Moms - we lovaed her deariy.

woms died asa reswll of the criminal
neglect on the port of the New York
Hospital Corporation. Moms was ong of
many wictims of this New York Hos-
pital Corporvation, which dictates poli-
cies and said funds for Lhe hospitals.,
Hospitals are big business here, and
this clearly points oul that Black and
poor [ives aremn'l profitable lo the big
business oparation of the Hospital Cor-
poration m New York, or anywhaere ¢lse
in this couniry,

sigter Irime, Moms, went through the
genocidal process, which claims many
lives throughow! the Empive, Threae
weaks ago Moms became ill, and was
taken to a private doctor, who gave her
soma liver pills, which did not work.
Latar that week Moms was rushed to
Kings County Hospital, There she waited
Jor hours whila experiencing greal
pam, When she finally saw the doctor
she was given some pills, and soma
cowgh syngd, and fold to return later,
becouse they didn't have ""physicals'*

on Saturdays. And now, Moms 15 dead,
a Hlack Panther Membar, Molhar.,....

Moms was lold fo relumm the fol-
lowing Monday, during working howurs,
On Monday Moms raturned lo receifve
this elaborale physical examinatlion,
and, for g momand, we-thowsht she was
given somé righleous medical cara,

Weo thowehi, A week laler, Moms re-
turned o Kings Counily Hospital [o
get the resulls of the tesls, The only
ong hal was ready was he elecirvo-

cardiogram,...she had lo be relested,

Sho was ftold her last résulls would
nol rehworn wundil Jomwary, [972: and

Jonuary [972 hasn't even arrived yal,
We will not ba so foolish as fo ba-

[ieve that ©f takes this longr o read the
resulis of simple lests, and other stm-
ple tests, With the iechnological weallh
of this counilry, this can only be called
naglect; m fact, nothing less than geno-
cidal naglecl.

9:30 Friday svening, on Dacember
i0th, Moms fall in her homa, above
the New York Siote Chaplar Offica.
When Moms fell in har homae, she had

stopped breathing, Panthers and com-
munily friends rushed lo her cid, One
brother Iried desperalely fo revive

Moms, while waiting for the ambulance
to come with oxygen, Aul the police
camag milead, Someone had called the
Fire Deparimenl, They came about
45 minules lator with an oxygen lonk
that didn't work, The five chiaf had to
be called who had been there sarlier,
it lefl when he sow thare was no

Jire, By thizs lime i was foo late, loo
lale for Sister Moms,

We are implemeniing survivai pro-
grams all over this couniry, (me of
the Swruival Programs i5 g Feople's
Frea Communily Ambulance Service, a
Black Panther Parly Commumily Sur-
vival Progrom. And {f anything, as
Brothers and Sislers, People, Ihhuman
batngs alike, we owehi (o relale lo
Sistear Moms, becouse if sha worked
anywhere in this Pariy, anywhere wilh
the communily (like the Party does),
then there should be on ombulance ser-
vice inher spiril, an ombulance service
relaling fo her spirvit gnd her work.
sha died giving her life as a Suprame
servant, Only they can give everything
they have. So only those revohitiona-
rigs who dia can be Suprema Servanits,
S0, lel us say that when a Fres Ambu-
lance Service is placed in New York,
wheraver, that il be nomed qfter Sister
Irane Johmson, Moms; becouse of the
obvious naglect on the part of the New
York Hospital Corporation, and the
slow ambulance service, which has
coused the death of many people
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throvghou New York and Amerikkka -
and this time it was our beloved Moms.
Mrs, Irvena Johnson.....

Wa will nol weép for Moms., We will
implemeni a Free Ambulonce Searcia

in Moms apiril,... Though our loss is
pampul and deep, we yill forge om, lo
develop Froe Hoalth Facilities thal will
holp our poor and oppressed people
suriive......Moms loved the Programs
bocause she undersiopd, on a praclical

lovel, why the Programs weri nocas-
sary and worked with us fo keep the

Programs going,..

Moms was one of owr reasons for
struggling on, because she was op-
bressed all her days. Her very op-
prassion, which she siruggled agamnst,
ona, with and for the People, was §ym-
balic of her very spiril, We willmiss
her loughter, We will miss her ravo-
lutionary spivit, manifested in her
kisses; hor vevolutionary spivit, her
mind and sowl, manifested in hor hugs,
Wa will miss everything about Moms,
Wa will not miss the implemeniation
af her spirvit, whare ii*s manifested in
the People's Free Ambulance Service,.
Let her and her spirit fill the com-
munily with Swrvival Programs, ravo-
lutionary Survival Programs, a Froe
Ambulance Service, and Medical Care
and facilities, after Moms,
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't Thera is no difference in the murder of
Moms (Trene Jornson) and the murder oy

Georye Jackson,"
Moms has found the only freedom
this world can offer her, S0 we, who
Hve, and siruggle on, must swallow
this bitter pill ond sirugile, with her
spinil; and struggle, and siruggle, and
sirugeie for the new day, for ths
total liberation of all oppressed peo-
pla of the world, for total liberation
of our Black community....

gy

HER LIVING WAS NOT IN VAIN

All Power (o the People, for in
the final analysis victory will be mani-
fasted m all the Supreme Servanis
of the Peopla, Sisler Moms, Sisler
Ireng Johnson, of the Black Panther
Poriv. All Power (o tha People..."

Comrade Charlea Bronmson of the
Black Panther Party, in eulogizing

Moms at the memorlal service, sum-
med up her beauty, and what her death
meant in these words: ““There {8 no

difference in tha murder of Moms and
the murder of George Jackson, The
conditions, the oppression are one and
the same, There {8 no difference In

the murder of Moms and the viclous
murder of the Brothers ar Attica, The
conditlona are one and the same: and

the struggle Is one; and, in fact, her
determination, har cry is the same
85 heard all over the world, whethar
in Vietnam, Korea, Africa, Georgla or
New York City, The cry Is one and
the same: We want to be free] And
in order for the peoples to be free,
we must survive as a people., Moms

made a commitment to help us sur-
vive, Her life, then, could be summed
up in the words of this song: 'If |
can help somebody / A= pass this way /
Then my Hving shall nct be Invain, " **

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE




