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As of January 14, 1972, the boy-
cott of Bill's Liguor Stores, in Cak-
land, California, {8 over. These
atores, owned by Brother Bill Boy-
ette (president of the Cal State Pack-
age GStore and Tavern Owners
Associstion, or Cal-Pac), had been
picketed for over five months, for
the purpose of leveling economic
presaurs, through the community's
boycort, upon  Bill Boyette,

Many people cen remember when,
during last summer, the Black Pan-
ther Party aided Cal-Pac inpicketing
and boycotdng one of the Mayfair
Chain stores in the Qakland Black
community, This came as a result

of & request on Cal-Pac's part for
support in trying to force stores in
the community to refuse to carry
certain liquor brands {Johnny Walker
scotches, Jim Beam and McNish
scotch whiskey and Tangueray gin),
bacause the distributors of the Hquor
had refused to hire Black people as
other than low-level persomnmel,
Within four days after the Party
Jjoined the picketing, the Mayfair store
was cloged,

Part of the agreement between
Cal-Face and the Party was that f
the Black Panther Party helped in
plcketing Mayfair, a continuous con=

tribution to the Black Panther Party-
sponsored community survival pro-

Cal-Fac pirst came to the Black Panthear Parly lo get pickels to walk the line

dgainst Mayfair. Within four days after that, Mayfoir was closed dowm,

Worrking

together made i casy,
o

grams (such as the Free Breakfasr
for School Children Program, the
David Hillard People's Free Shoe
Program, the Angela Davis Free
Food Program, etc,) would be mads
by each of the nearly 30 Cal-Pac
member liguor stores, The rype and
quantity of the contribution was to be
determined by the lquor dealers
themselves, The maln polnt was that
the contribution had to be continuous,
Cal-Pac offered a joint member
donatfon, on o one-time basis, of
geveral pounds of bocon, several
dozen eggs, loaves of bread, gallons
of milk, People’s hunger and need for
food, or other baslc necessities I8
on-going. Therefore, the one-time
donation was not acceptahle.

There was a great deal of dis-
cusslon over this point, for it was/ls
crucial, ‘Ihe needs of our community
are on-going and will require strong
efforts on evaryone's part, until such
time as we, our whole people, are
in full control of the economy of
the community, until we  are
liberated, Tt was explained to Cal-
Pac that the ona-time donatlon was a
kind of pay-off, as though a service
had been rendered and a pay check
was (o be passed out. They refused
to alter or change their offer, After
much discussion, the Black Panther
Party organized & community buycort
agalnst the Cal-Pac's president's
store,

We understood that the Black Busi-
nessman, though he had accumulated a
greater quantity of money to gat the
things he needea and wanted, was snll
4 victim of the super American cor-
porcin business power structure, He
wias a victim, relatively, as all othere
in the Community are victims. He
might exist at a highar laval within
the Black community than the
majority of the people, but his exist-
ence, his very survival was at the
mercy of the big racist profitesra.
He could climb, bur just so high.
He could emter in, but just o little,
The men who own and control the
large production companles, the
fumdamental economy in thiscountry,
who are in fact in control of the vary
government apparatus which carriss
aur their deatgng, have not,.. por do

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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they Intend to permit the Black man
to enter finto their world, They
dominate the economy and thereby
the gociety, Certainly the members
of Cal-Fac did not atand outside this
realicy.

It was clear, then, that really the
only reliable support the Black busi-
nesaman has [8 from his own Black
community, If hls business I8 tosur-
vive, he must have the support of
the community, In the beginning Cal-
Pac did not see this point. Further,
they did mot seem to grasp that
certalnly by joining with the com-
munity, by giving ro and sharing with
the community, the support of the
community would increase, Certainly
that would be o the Black business-
man's Interest, to the Interest of
his own survival,

This was a point of disagreement;
In fact, a polnt of depature, ., When
Cal-Pac decided there was no need
to regularly donate to the survival
programs or any other programs
truly serving the community's real
needs, it was a decision that would
have ultimately proved to thelr dis-
interest, Cal-Pac, however, was not
alone, Although thelr position was to
be supported by a newly-formed or-
ganization of Black businessmen (the
Ad Hoc Committee to Preserve Black
Business), In fact, they representad
the misconceptions of the average
Bleck businessman in the country,
Many, or most Black businesamen
live under the [llusion that although
those who consume their products and
patronize their businesses are pre-
dominately Black, that they are sep-
arate from and not in any way de-
pendant upon the poorer people in
the community, which are n the
greater number,

To be able to prowde large quantities of food, through the Angela Davis

Free Food Progrum, in one day is good, [t must be regular,

The need for food, clothing, sheller iz
on-going, continuous, Eating is not

a somea-time thing.

o Y . et .
S s 2

o T |

However, as Cal-Pac represented
those {deas, the Black Panther Party
represents the interests of the Black
community, to recalve the basic re-
guirements for life (which are ho-
man birth rights): o have enough
food, enough clothing, & place o atay,
shoes on your feet, etc, It was &
contradiction, Tt was a contradiction
among victims, among Brothers,
among class Brothers, It was re-
golvable, The Black Panther Party
chose the method of economie boycott
of one of Cal-Pac's stores 1o bring
the contradiction to a head, to the
point whera it could be: resolved,
Bill Boyette became the example,
not only for Cal-Pac, or the Ad-
Hoe Committes;, but for the Black
Businesaman, in genaral, o view,
It had to be brought out, in real
terms, 50 that everyone could un-
derstand, that the Black businessman
and the Black community are
auffering under the common op-
nreasion, relatively, of the racise,
fascist U,5, sovernment, This 15 a
polnt that had to be brought home,
80 that we could all coms home and
thereby join In a common struggle
to rid ourselves of this oppression,

It wes pot intended, and, fortun-
ately, did not develop into an antn-
goniatic battle, into a win-or-lose
conflict, a fight to the bitter end,
The purpoae in helghtening or bring-
ing out this long-tima division in
our community, among our peopls,
WES o get it out In front, where it
could be resolved, If thislong-stand-
ing. lssue were to continue to be
gloased over, or white-washed, we

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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would all lose, It's as fundamental
ag the old saying, *"In Unity there is
arrength’”,

In July (1971}, the Black Panther
Party -set up plcketa {n front f one
cf Bill Boyetre's two ligoor stores,
The idea was that {f the Black busl-
nesgman could not or would not ald
in the cominan struggle of the entire
community, as he was in & batter
position o do so, as his very position
had come asbout from the community
fcself, then he would have to be
punished, criticlzed ontil he would
m#nd his ways, He would have to
concrecely sse that without the pa-
tronnge of the community, he,
himeslf, couldn't survive. By join-
ing In the common effort, however,
by returning a small amoant of what
he recelves from the people back to
the people, on a regular, on-going
basis, ha o, would benefit. He woold
not loss, We would all win,

During these past months there
have naturally been bitter moments,
A siruggle is never easy. Struggles,
however, ke all things, always de-
velop to some nodal polint, some
polnt at which a change, a point of
rransformation {8 reachad, Between
oppressor and oppresssd such
atruggle has always developed o
physical conflict, to the use of vio-
lence, This is because they are in
total opposition to each other, hecause
they are snemies. A struggle, a con-
tradiction among Brothera, members
of the same family, the same op-
preasged community, does not need to,
and by virtue of Its very nature,
will not davelop so,

Bill Boyette is a Black man, He is
in buziness, profitring from and living
better than most In the Black com-
munity, In another sepse, he is
g member of our family, if we view
our community as a large family,
Cur arguments with him were family
arguments, that can become hitter,
bur that are resolvable, Everyone s
probably famillar with how well this
relates to the story in the Christian
Bible In which the father gives his

\

b -
=

We had re-analyzed that Black businessmen could be the people’s allies,

it had to be proven in praciice,

two sons all his wealth, In that story,
one son uses the wealth wisely, work-
ing with the father to build up their
homeland, The other son goes out,
leaving the home; and unwisely
squanders the money. The story goes
on that the son, who left the famlily,
the homie, squandering the family
money, eventually loses everything,
He is witnout food or even B place
to stay, He tries 1o get help, but
there 18 none, MNo one seemingly
cares, He decides to return home, to
tell the father that he {8 sorry he
has souandered half the family's
money, and o ask to even work for
his own father, Upcn his return, he
is welcomed with open arms. This
has becoms known as the story of
the prodigal son,

After -suffering great loss, Bill
Boyette decided to return home, It
must be clear, however, that his de-
c¢i=ion was not only based on his
financial situation, his losses: not
only based on the fact that he re-
cognlzed thar it I8 the community,

his own community, which maintained
him; but, primarily, this was hla own
decision, as 8 Black man, to join in
astruggle with the whale community
against the common oppressor. Even
more credit should be given to this
decigion, as Brother Blll Boyette
gtood up and admitted & mistake and
is going about correcting it. Many
may not have been able tp do this,
He had nothing else to lose, for his
business had already gone down
go far, rhar he was broke, Certainly,
If he had decided 1o refuse to unite
in our struggle, he himself was not
going to face much greater loss. Ha
made a decision based upon his love
for and understanding of the Feople,
He took the criticlsm and came to
underscand,

On Samurday, January 15, 1972, Bre
ther Bill Boyette joined Huey P, Now-
ton, the leader of the Black Panther
Party and Servant of the Peopls,
along with Congressman  Ron

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Dellums, Father Earl Meil (of St
Auguatine's Episcopal Church) and
Hiawntha Roberts{of the Ad Hoc Com-
mitte®) in a press conference o an-
nounce the end of the boyeott, Of
course, as with all things, the going
out of one thing signals the coming
into being of another, Many people
have spoken, thought about and talked
abour the need for unity in the Black,
oppressed  community, The Black
Fanther Party, too, recognizes that
without the unity of the victims,
we cannot struggle and win freedom

from oppression, The very fact that
Bill Boyette and Cal-Pac and the
Ad Hoc Committee were joining in
the efforts of the Black Fanther
Party o announce the 'end of the boy-
cott, introduced a real, a concrete
move oward the kind of unity ne-
cegsary for the liberation of all of us,

At the Press Conference, Brother
Ron Dellums (whose office facility
was used todeliver the announcement)
read a prepared statement outlining
the positdve agreement thathad ended
the boycott, The statement points out
that a new unity has been realized
in the Black community, a new unity
that had come out of struggle, which
should advance the ability of the Black

Brother Bill Boyetle will be o
surmival ond libevation.

UNITY ENI

AGREEMENT REACHED BETWEEN B

community's on-golng nesd to sur-
vive:

"We are announcing today that an
agreement has been reached of great
importance to all of the people in the
Bay Area and, inparticular, the black
population of this area, This agree-
ment, bstween the Black Panther
Party and the Ad Hoc Committes for
Promotton of Black Business, of-
ficlially ends the boycott of Boyette's
Liguor Stores by the Black Panther
Party.

“It 18 my bellef that this agree-
ment becwean the Ad Hoc Committes
and the Black Panther Party is not
only important, but has unigque as-
pects that besr commenting upon
here,

“The sgreement is important be-
cause |t portends the development
of & greater sense of organized unicy
and purpose than has heretofors
existed in the black community, The
businesa and soclal slements have
here pledged to work together in a
constructive and purposeful manner
s that the fiscal and human re-
sources of that community can be
joined in a common effort toward
common goals,

*The agresment {8 unique in that
many agreements that arise or are
created out of prolonged and bitter
conflict often end by somebody
winning and somebody losing, In the
present case there are no losers, |
atrongly believe that all parties to
this agreement are winners, Among
the winners are the Black Panther
Party, the Ad Hoc Committes to Pro-
mote Black Business and Bill Boyerta
the president of the Cal-Pac Liguor
Dealers of the East Bay, Much the
greater winners, however, are the
black community in particular and
the greater community n gensral,
In an important sense this has been
a creative conflict for out of it has
come not only & new recognition of
responaibiliy and respect on both
gides, but a whole new organizarion,
created to respond to the desperate
and special needs of the black com-
mumity, which neads have often been
dramatized by the Black Panther

Party.

““That new organization s The
United Black Fund of the Bay Area,
Inc. This organization, sponsored and
created by the Ad Hoc Committee
for the Promotion of Black Business
and the Cal-Pac Liguor Dealers, has
already begun the task of collecting
funds from blackbusinessesand in-
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ariner with us all in the struggle for our

Brother Ron Dellums (Tafl) with Father Earl Neidl, stated: ** The agreement
is importand becausa il portends the development of a greater sense of
organized wnity and purpose than has heretofore existed in the Black

community.""

'S BOYCOTT

L BOYETTE AND BLACK

dividuals for programs of special
nesd in the black community, Op-
arating as a non-profit social vehicle
for the black community, this new
organization will make dishurse-
ments o various significant organi-
zations in the black community on a
regalar and continuing basia, Among
the programs that will benefit are
the survival programs of the Black
Panther Parcy., My staff and [T have
bean very pleased to be of azsistance
in resolving this conflict, and | par-
ticularly thank Don Hopkine, my dist-
rict representarive, for the many
hours he has spent in this effort,
It should be underlined, however,
that it is the good faith and genulne
concern for the welfare of this com-
munity that has made it possible for
the parties to this dispute to be here
today; it ia this same faith and con-
cern which will make this event a
milestone of progress in the ds-
velopment and welfare of the com-
munity.**

As Congressman Dellums' state-
ment describes, even a new organi-
zation has been created by the Black
businesemen with the aims of really

working in the interest not only of
the businessmen, but of the entire
Black community. Brother Huey P.

COMMUNITY.

Mewton polnted out that the regular
donations made o the survival pro-
grams sponsored by the Black Fan-
ther Party would be given through
St, Augustine's Church,

Unicy among the victims, particu-
larly withinthe oppressed Black com-
munity, presents a very threatening
picture to the racist U5, govern-
ment, This government, sponsored
ond controlled by the hig white cor-
porate capitalists, is aware that the
resolutlona of the minor contra-
dictions within the oppressed com-
munity means a greater emphasis
will be placed, then, on the major
contradictions, specifically between
the oppressed and the oppressor, In
fact, the contradictions within the op-
pressed community are most times
created by and promoted by the go-
vernment. The government wishes to
promote greater dis-unity, division
within the oppressed community, The
case of the boycott of Bill's Li-
quor stores was no different, Using
the news and other propagomda ma-
chinery is one of the government's
muain methods of carrying this out.

At the press conference on Jan-
uar 15th, newsmen kept repeating, in
different forms, questions about whe-
ther or not there had been agres-

ment on 8 specific amount of doliars
o be “‘paid" to the Black Panther
Farty. They asked was everyone sure
there was no minimum donation thar
had to be regularly be given, sven
though it had beesn stated time and
again that the specific donation would
be determined by the businessmen,
One reporter even asked If Brother
Bill Boverte felt he had been ''blud-
geoned™ into agreement, He told
them, frankly *...1 have had a tre-
mendous loss, In fact, I'm broke,
But [ don't feel that | have been
forced into sgreament, because if 1
felt that | was golng to be forced
into something, T wouldn't have gone
broke trying to do something,”’

The government's obvious anger
over how this contradlction had been
brought out and resclved to the Peo-
ple’s Intarest continued to be demon- -
atrated, There were many questions
about what would ““happen' if tha
donations were not ‘‘acceptable’’,
They were still trying to drum up even ™
g lirtle bit of division on the issue,
Hiawatha Roberts, of the Ad Hoc Com-
mittes, finally explained that every-
one concerned had agreed that their
collective decislon would serve the
interests of the entire community:

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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““The agreement primarily ls one
based upon good faith, good faith
demonstrated by the -Black Fanther
FParty in removing the pickets; good
faith on the part of the members of
the Ad Hoc Committee in recognizing
a sirustlon which has certainly long
confronted the community, It wasn't
anything new to the Black community
that Black businessmen ought to make
contributions to speclal problems
which confront the total Black com-
munity, We give Huey Newton credit,
howsver, for adding the catalytic
agent which made that realization
come about, perhaps, maybe five
yeara earlier in the Black com-
munity than it would have otherwise,
I'he Black businessmen have always
been committed to the ides, have given
lip zervice to it, but have not in any

organized way sought to set up &
vehicle which will be able to address
itgelf tw those special needs of the
Black communirty, And, one of the
gpecial needs of the Black communicy
certainly are maay of the Survival
Programs which have been outlined by
the Black Fanther Farty, Certainly
we as Black businessmen cannot
quarrel with the factof fesding hungry

children in the City of Oskland, or
trying o get rid of Sickle Cell Anemia,
and many of the other Survival Pro-
grams which have been ocutlined by
the Black Panther Party, However,
in addition to that, the organization
and the vehicle which we have set
up 1a golng to address frself to a
much broader ares In the BElack
community thanthose which have even
been outlined by the Black Panther
Party."'

The leader of the Black Panther
Party and Servant of the Peopls,
Huey P. Newton, summed up how and
why the contradlcricn had to be and
wag resolved, Further, he polnted out
that with this type of unity, we can
together begin to bring about more
economic stability for our com-
munity, allowing for the larger vic-
torfes, our liberatdon, to be a step
closer to reallzation: **...We're very
happy that this contradiction {8 aover,
and that the community is now going
into = first scages of organizing
itself in order to attend to the lla
that we have been suffering so long.
It was a wvery hard fight, It was a
fight among class Brothers, and
friends, Most of the time when we
enter into these kinds of contra-
dictions, even among our friends, we
come out with something in the in-
terest of everyone. If that's not the
case, then, of course, the new thing
should be criticized, Wa're sure,
hopeful that this particular matter
was resolved in the best Interests
of the whole community, We plan to
g0 on contributing through our sur-
vival programs, the health clinfcs,
the shoe distribution, that we have
been doing; but, now wa'll be in a
better position to give more to the
community, We're very sorry that it
lagted so long, because [t wasn't in
any of our intersses to fight., How-
ever, #5 a result of the fight, we hope
to have a great unity in the com-
munity, for the Black communicy in
general {s verydisorganized and very
dis-united, We belleve In bringing
contradictions out to the front, in
order to handle them, If we attempt
to bury them, then, of course, we
can't =see them, 20 wa can't even
take rhe first step in making a thing
betcer,,,""

He went on to explain that the
. fight has just started,,.Inorder to
bufld a strong force, we have to
unite all of the victims, We realize
that within our community there are
large chain, white spores, corpor-
ationg. [It's our intention at this time
to ask a donatlon from those storea
who take the money out of our com-
munfty. We [eal confident that we can
win much faster than five months, be-
cause we have the strength of the
WHOLE community: the Black busi-
nessmen, a8 well as Black people who
have no businesses,..0ur next move,
then will ba to ald the Ad Hoc Com-
mittee in encouraging more Black
businesses to join them, Our next
gtep will be to ask a contribution
from such storea as Breuners, May-
fair, and so forth, We're sure that
the Ad Hoc Committee and Cal-Pac
will Join us in this effort, in order
to get justice for our community."

CONTINUED ON NEXT FPAGE
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The swruggles in the oppressed
community will, of course, continue,
With the greater development of the
unity, there will come greater vic-
tories for all oppressed people,
I'herefore, we, the Black Panther
Party, ask and encourage everyone in
the community to welcome, as wedo,
with' full love, the return home of
Brother Bill Boyette, We shall be
putting forth every effort to help re-
bufld his business, s that he can
recovar from his losses, We will
ba leafletting and going throughout
the local community to ask people to
ahop at Bill's Liquor atores,

In the prodigal sonstory mentioned
above, there was another point, When
the prodigal son returned, the father
got together a hoge hanquet to wel-
come his son who had returned, He
rold that son that his place was within
the family, not anywhere elss, The
other son became jealous and couldn’t
understand why so0 much fiss was
being made over the prodigal, The
son felt that since ha himself had
atayed and never strayed from the
family, that he deserved such treat-
ment, f anyone; that certainly the
prodigal son didn’t deserve such ex-
traordinary concern. The father ex-
plained o thae other son thar as he
had remained, of course he was his

beloved aon, and that evervthing the

family had was his, However, the fa-
ther sxplained, the pro ] sn had
cen loat, but was now found; that ha
gzl come home, and that was anextra-

ordimarily beautiful event,

HBrother Bill Boyette exemplified
the basic opinions of most Black
busi men, Howeaver, he has set
inother example, by his deciaion to
join in our struggle for survival, by
returning home, If we could criticize
him before, then we must know the
value of his decision, We must know

that he wasn't so small, 60 un-loving
of the people that he womild insist
on being right, under any clrcum-
gtance, Brother Blll Boyette will be
a partner with us all in the struggle
for our survival and lib=ration,
Thizs is certainly a progressive atep
for us all, It is good,

ALL POWER TGO THE PECPLE

The Black Panther Farty (s asking ond encowraging eueryone
in the communily (o welcoma, as we do, with full love, the
ritwrn home of Brother Bill Boyelte,

as

1f we could criticize Mim bafora, then tog must now Mmow e volua
of kis decision, The picke! lines were removed from Brother Hill's

stores (January 14, 1972),



