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Proposal lor a
Natiomwide Black
Economic Development

Panther Party Reunion

We propose that the
[ormer members of the
Black Panther Party
egtablish a nabonwide
Minck Ecorkommic
Developnmen! Corporal ion
[cir the purposes of
Nnancing the startups ol
aur communily ventures
and Institutions across
this natlon,

Finding the mones
and business Know-how
o establish small
uslnesses and
communily institutions
s hesn a constant
prablem especlally lor

those of us who served the

necpo “body and soul™.
We returned Lo our
respective cllies where
somiel imes Those in
pasiions OF influenes
didn't feel it particalaris
imperative (o listen 1o the
people or assist inany
concrele way in the
bullding of an economic
Infrastructure owned and
controlied by aur people,
that will also support Lhe
COMMUNILY progriims
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“Lip You Mighty Hare, You Can Agcomplish What You Will™ - Marcus Garves

necessary for the
cobesiveress and
survival ol the people In
OUr Ommuunity.

We've been 10 different
cenferences and speaking
engagements where our
voung people invariably

nsk what can thev do, how

can they strugele,
participate in s
movement and still
provide food, clothine,
and housing (or
Lhemselves and their
lamilies.

Lt us make one thing
perfectly clear, there 18 no
vanguard movement
wilhout structure or
organjzation. Andilwe
wiaitl around (or someonse
el Lo come along and
lorm this structure, we
will jusl see another
proup born mumicking
the Party, or something
worse, they'll be coming
after us, Who, but the
Panthers who survived,
can answer and give
guldance to these eager
young peaple?

We had elder advisers
all across this country,
some very earnest and
well meaning souls, bul
they didn't have the

experiences and
determination of the

survivorsal the “Panther

Wars"

A Black Panther Party
sponsored notlonw lde
Hiack Eronomic
Devéelopmen! Corporation
(BEDC, BPPYwith
leadership representing
all sections of the
country, in oonstani
communications, and
with education and
Iraining for our vouth 1o
proom 1hem lor day Lo
day operations, This
glructure (BREDC, BPE)
would be the vehicle by

The Panther

witich the grassrools ool

establish an economic
base from which o give
voloe to thelr political
necessitudes and
asplrations.

sditorial——

[.8. Firms Sued for
Slave Reparations

Thres lop L5,
Companies weres ruamisd
ina lawsul!l on Toesday
Mled on behalf of black
Americans descended
rom slaves, the Arst-ever
class aclion seeking
reparntions rom firms
[or profitine from
glavery, Aetna lne., CSX
Corp. And Fleel Boston

Financial Corp. were
named ina lnwsilt led
In Brooklvn lederal oourt
by Deadria Farmer
Paellman, o 36 yvear old
hlack activist, “on behalf
of hersell and all other
persons similarly
siluated.”

The suill may be the
harbinger afl further [egal
moves In the campalign by
some of the couniry™s
nearly 40 miliion bincks
[0 b compensated for fhe
suffering of their
ancestors at the hands of
slave holders.

Plaintilf attorneys saiud
the suil was the first
clasg-act ion seéking
slavery compensation
rom LS. Companies and
snid 12 other companies
wioilld be potting letters In
the eoming davs
revyuesting a dialogue on
a settlement, Theother
COMPANIES Were not
mamexd.

The lawsuit said the
practice of slavery
constituted "an immoral
and inhumane
deprivation of Alricans’
lives, l[iberty, African
cilizenship righis and
cultural herilage.. and
[urther deprivesd them ol
the [rulls ol thelr own
labor.”™

Hruee Nagel, one af 1he
lead plaintilaticrneyvs,
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said the complnint did not
cariain a manslary
cdamage Mpure.

el Bestion Financial
tid not return s call
ek ing comment and
5% wis unavallabie.

“We have nol been
servied with a lawsiit,”
wAtd Aelna spokKesmnn
Fred Laberge, “We ido nol
bl heve A court wolkld
permil 2 lawsult over
evenls which — however
regrettable — ocourred
hundreds of vesrs ago.
Thesk 185U0s In no way
reflect Aelna loday.”

The lawsult =tates that
over eight million
Africans and thelr
nescendanis were
enslaved [Fom 1619 to
1865, many brougzhl (o the
Americas o work as
slaves on lotacoo [rms.
cotion and sugar

plantatlons,
—REUTERS

» u m )

Challenges for the
African Union

In nis kevnole speech
o the Symposiumm on the
African Union in Addis
Ababa, Abilul Mohammed
of the frler Afrion Group
spoke of the challenges
for the African Union.

“The cremtion of
political and sconomic
Ny across the African
continent has boen a
dream of Alricans for
many decades, and
realizing thisdream is a
orenl responsibility that
ks upon Alrican leaders
loday, For ordinary
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Alricansunity is a
poweriul impulse, | hope
Lhat this Symposiom
loday, can plav a role in
tidentifving how we can
movie forwanrd on the
renlization of the African
Linlon”™, he sail.

a8 the land of hroken
promises, of criminalized
and falled stales that
inevilably subvert! the
best intentions of {heir
peoples and their
development partners?
There are some pood

He lurther stated, “The

gquest [or unity in Alricn
I& what brings us here,

Linity in Alrica has a deep

hiztorical resonanoe I

wis (he poal of the fathers

of Independence and has
remained the basic
aspiration of African
cltlzens across Lhe
continent. Political and
coonomic unily in Alrica
iz nol an alien idea, or a
program imposad from
outside. On the conteary,
It springs I'ram the vary
rools of Alrican identity,
which has long resistod
bring arbitrarily divided
into natlonal cliiizenship.
*Alrica has seen many
filse starts in the st few
diecades, How do we
Know that this is nol just

anolher [ocus [or

mispiaced enthosiasm?
Will the current
Initintives Al by the
wayvside? Will the worlkd
continue 1o mock Africa

reasons o hope that things

may be different this time
around. The decisions of
Ereator unity, o boeller
governance, for improved
MOOnMMIC Managemeni,
lor grealer democracy,
are made because of
inescapable pressures,
bath intérnal and
exlernal, that really loron
us (O come 10 Terms with
the collective realil les
thal weare [heing™,

“The root ol our
recovery al the national
and subreglonal and
continental level is
recognizing whnt has
BONG Wrong, and
acoepling these realities.
socioties thal have solved
their basie problems-of
ponBict and
misgovernment have

done =0, Mrst and

foremost, by allowing free

debate and open exchange
of ideas. Where there [s

secreey and censorship,
there wie s Thud

corruption, conflict amd
complacency thrive.
Sunlight, they sav, is the
st disinfoctant™,

"Avross Alrica, thene

i5 gEnuine commilment 1o
solving the most pressing
problems meing us.
Alricans are supremaely
skilled al survivinge. Our
pecopde have managed 1o
nol only survive, but even
to bulld businesses and
preserve vibrant
communities, in
countries whose states
have collaps~d such as
somalia, or where the
[ormal ecoonomy has
disintegrated, such as
much of the Congao. 17 we
look at the cconomic
statistics lor the
caontinent most of us
should have starved 1o
riath long ago. But we
are resourceiul and
resilient: we have g habit
of confounding the worst
predictions. The
HIV/ALDS pancdemic will
tes] those survival skills
lo the limit, but [ have no
doubit thot Africa will
overcome this pandemic,
hopefully sooner rather
Lhan likler.

“Bul how are we {o
iransform this expertise
atl ooping into the
economic and governanoe
CREECHY nicessary 1o pul
Africn on the road Lo
conquering poverty and
achieving democracy and
human rights; as well as
integratlon and unity™
“The real challenes we
[ace §8 the practical
aplicition of these
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principles. Tow can these
b sezaled up Lo bring
effective, sustainable
change o the whiobs
conlinent? This requires
institutional capacit jes
and effect ive coalitions.
Wi know all-to-woll that
statements of inten! are
not encuzh on Thelr own.
The history of modern
Africa is littered with
fatled institulions and
inttiatives thit have not
been followed through 1o
completion, of promises
that have been broken.
Building an effective
African Unon will have i
iremendous impact in
bresking this ovele of
raised hopes and then
disappoiniment.

—ALL AFKICA . COM-

The Newd for a
Commaon Marketploce
Sirategy - Wm. Browen

As Alrican Amerisin
cnireprensurs, we exist at
a time, in o world of great
flux and transformation.
We have witnessed the
influx of various ethnie
Inlrusions inlo our
COMMUNIY S SOONmYy,
Hesulting in urther
outslde control of our
[Treaneial rosolroes.
These cutside plements
have emerped as the
stronger {oroe, able 1o
dictate the prooess of our
rommunitiyv's growth.

W also 500 inour
community the grave lack
of pecinomice cohesion and

cooperalion,
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underdevelopment,
unemployment,
homelessness, disease
and biack on black crime
that plagues our
CoImmunity.

This situgdion
confronts us as struggling
minarily enireprencurs
with the challenge of
organizing ourselves inlo
a Codlertive Marketing
firee in our own
cornmunities, o deline
ad erect new structures
o our sconomie growlh
and development that can
CTNPOWEeT OUr community
1o begin to sustain itsell
into the fature,

i we as minority

siratesie controd and
direction ol our
COAMMUNItY's resources, il
wir [ail o attain more
advoniagens control of
Lhe businesses in our
UMMy, we canno
cresile the jobs that will be
eecded o employ our
people, ol besyst on o
subsistence level 10

susiain us intothe ofure. -

Cur challenge as

Alrican American
comImunily

Nl repreneurs is Lo
organiie ourselves,

Prepare, plan and
position ourselves to have
input into what will
happen in our
COMMUNITY'S eooncmy.
Our iask is 1o begin 1o
Lk more responstbilify.,
a larger measure of
responsibility for our
destiny and community's

economic fulure in o
world where economie
numerical strength rules.
it would be unpardonahble
in this particular time, in
this new millennium to
conlinue Lo bickor on the
ned for the intewrst ion of
ot economies, through
the creation of a Cosmmon
Marketplace Strategy.

Thi: absence ol this
tvpe of strategy of
ecnnomtie integration has
made us externally
vulnerable and others
have been ablowed Lo take
advaniage of our
valnerability,
manipulating our
COMMLENEEY 'S SCOmMmy,

In-our changing world,
wie shoudd come fogether
and begin 1o find 4 way 1o
include and involve all of
Calr struggling
mmmunﬂi*
CRErERreners, ecnuse
we know That in unity les
strength 1o build and
move our comimunily
forwanrd, in this regard we
are proposing the
formation of (he
Inlernolional African
American Merchanis
Associalion.

Through this
crganizal lonal
clemoeTat e prosess we

wanl 10 arrange an
approach whershy all our

people struggling for
s form of economic
sell sufficiency can
contribute 1o a collective
[HOMESS,

The International
Alrican American
Merchanms Association in

this regard will be

conducting a series of
Black Economic
Empowerment
workshops, “Agenda
2001, that will be
designed to develop
eoonomie potent il and
bzl Mnineial
institut lons and
communitly based
cottage- industiries man
ufacturingdistribution-w
holesale-retail outlels
Wi want 1o muike our
COmmunity
enlreprensurs aware of
the need 1o approach a
new frontier in economic
cooperation through the
management of our
soCic-peonomie aflairs
that will be inteersied
infio those of our own
COAMMUnILY 'S e00nomy.
We Know there are
meany [alented
individunls inour
community with self
sullicient sKilks and
iazlents, Through thedr
own efforts. they have
achleved o deeree of

eronomic independence.
Whatl we nesd todo s
crenle opporiundly lor
their further growth and
chvlopmenl. 1O cresle a
sifuat fon that will allow
them to contribute and
reinvest in their own
coammunity.

We wanl to work
toward a process that
galhers our community's
enlreprencurs o
collectiviely [orm a
Community Economic

Pevelopment Agenda thal
sils forth 1o bmaild Capital
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podentianl, build “African
American Covrimion
Markel™.

What we noeed o do is
oin togethor through
organizational efforis
sich as IAAMA and
nelwork together.
Froviding workshops,
seminars, ofc., to train
our communitv's

strugeling enlrepreneurs,
[0 provide the one with

spport groups, amd
information necessary Lo
buikd a strong community
poomomic ase of black
consumer suppart. Also,
vigorously secking
invalvement of black
merchants and

CONSUMErs (N group
ECONOIMIcS,

To build a sirong
internal economy in our
community, we musi
create a situntion that
will allow us o capture as
much of our community's
capital as possible. To do
this woe must be organized
as a networking unit,
we'll also need discipline
andl cooperation.

We neod to come
fogether 0% an  economic
group, upgrading our
skills, talents and capital
strength.

Part 2 of this article
Next (ssue

Cnline Resources for
Small Businesses

The Interned is full of

advice for entrepreneuars,
whether vou're thinking
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aboul starting a business,
sl capital Lo eet going,

or are seeking assistance
with a particular

business problem. Here's
a list of useful sites [or
riews, business advice and
administrative resouross.
Can't (nd what vou're
soeeking here? Then check
oul the list of small
business portals

News, Adviee and

Support
These sites ollir news,

bus=iness case studies,
oflioe equipment reviews,
compuler technical
support, discussion
forums for smuall-business
isgues, legal advion,
interactive guides for
evervihing from getting
financing 1o wriling a
marketing plan to Onding
an execuiive and more.
sSame cnter to specilic
communitles, such as
PV 2000, which focuses on
women and minority
ownis] husinesses.
Bankrale.com

PO Support Cerler
Powper Homebiz Guldes

Smallbiziechnology.co

m
Smurllcifice oo

Lonnections

ALHYs Bmergung
Business Sertices offers
packages or a wide range
of business services such

as hackpround checks on

job candidates, time and

expense reporting,
payroll processing and
mare, [ also has an
online library of tools,
tips and links 1o
additional services.

America's Small
Business Cenler contains
links 1o online eredil
chocks, loan applications,
insurance quoles, oflice
eqquipment suppliers and
olher essential business
SV IOPS

Al Y olr s iness. cont
provides Webs based toals
and forms [or emploves
management, pavroll and
benefits administration
andd other services. Along
with its online utilities, it
offers news and case
stuidies on human
resourTes andd
pdministrative jssues,

OCenlral provides
services [or small
husinesses (o Increase
online visibility. These
include search-engline
regigtration, lurnkey
coommeree solutions and
a Enner nelwork that
leds businesses alvert jse
o other Web siles,
(bCentral is owned by
Microsoll, a partner in
MSNBC.)

Bizluyer.coen has a
lree service that ets small
businesses pul out bids on
the Wb for poode and
SPETVICES.

Alrica's Hot Spots

Conflct: civil war
betwiessn [eftist
eovernment and right
wing puerrila movement
with U.N. PeaceRespers In
the middle.

Puration: Rools in the
Cold War, but recent
resurgence of fighting
began in 1998 and UN.
Peace gecords all but
collapssx] in Jan. 1999,

LS. Involvement:
During 159T0'sand 1980"s,
Angola received Soviet
financial support amnd
Cuban military advisors.
UNITA rebels were
bascKiwd by the CLA and
South Alrica. UNITA
now backed locally by
Alrican reglimes while
Cuban advisors may b
relurning 1o
sovernment s aud.

Jonas Savimbl, leader
of UINTTA was recently
Killed, and the LN, is
calling on his followers o
come bn and join the
democraltic process.

[AAMA
f-rrinil
STRETCHNX@prodigy com
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