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The era of black militancy is over, g .
but the party had a lasting impact

by Jucith Blake
Torvries I8 Foporie

b Poriss B goeE how, e
plaoed by & woestory apart-
ment tuillifing. But the oo

erple wall thal stood In frond
remakns, 33 Meded miutal 8 femindsr
af turbulent times

Tha People's Wall" rrads the
palmted Fettening, and tha message
nearay ix oplimistic; “Love, Unite,
Herpect, Bubld,” 8w dominaiing the
wall are portraiis of [Bs-emm bleck
milkants Malcolm X and Anpela
Diavia, nrd i the ba mrd, Elhous
eited figares rajse ri aloft = 2
pesture of deflance,

Maktoim ard Davia pever visited
Lhe himise a1 20h Avenue and Sprsoa
Sirmel in Senltle's Ceciral Area, Bul
there were rifles aplenly and milE
Isnis 1o carTy them. Thare Wad an
pecagion, oo, whes Che cocupanis
walied ienssly for 8 raid some saw
nil thetr cerialn death = & mid city
leadera culled off 1o avart & bloody
baitl=

The house wed headgqueriers,
I.'LEI'I'"IF the Iute "i0n and early T, for
the Seaitle chapter of the Black
Panthar 'PI.FIF'. tha miliingi black
organtzntion founded 3 years ago
this month by Hosy MNewiom snd
Hoblry Sanle n Oakiand, Calif,

The party laded {rom enistesce
in iha early “%n, oot scew of s
sureivora from around the country
will gniher for an armiversary re
uminn @l an Onkiand boted Lomaormow
evening

Baaftlsfles Aaron and Elmer

Dixon, fosnders and onse milkast
chiafs of ihe Seatfls Black Panihers,
will ba mrnong 1hem

In an wra of widespread unrest,
tha Back Panihers often wers ai tha
center af the fmy. They mads
keadlings month afer month as thelr
lendar, clad |n black lesther jacioeta
and biack bersts and someiimes
loting. rifles, preached revolution =
nrmed, if nesd be = in the fghi
ngainst raciam and paveriy.

There wsre demonstralions, ar-
reatd And  shootouts  with  polkce.
LRET TN . Ieager-wnown dlde
of the Pant also evolvid — one
of fres medical climics, fond banks
and fres breakinsis for naedy chil-
dren, in Seaiile and elsewhers,

"Thery wers n hesdache bo all
{leveis of) gowernment,” Seatile city
eoizhellmas Sam Sk, & bhlack
Bimisll, rememibera of the Pamibers’
mdlitApey, “Thay had glven ugp on the
aymem and bad laried to vislencs 1o
hrl.-uf bt charige. They used meth:
ods | digfs't appeove of.

But the Panthers mnd similar
groipd  did  hesien nesded social
changss, Mghting for valies "ihat
wore the heari and soul of thin country,™ Smith
HyL

!’m Dixpn broiters do nof look or five [fke
revolutionaries today. Boch now work far the city of
Beaitle, whose ce they say hamsssd them
unceasingly during the Panihern” keyday,

Elsmar, 3, iall nrad 1:looking wiih closs-cropped
hair, wearn & silt ard b io work 0 the parks
depariment, whare ha hesda safely tmlning and
alag 13 1R equal ereploymend I:FDWW-“?'I?' ficer,
He and his wila Desdes have four children. The
oldest, 17, |8 the sama ags Elmar was when ha
Isunchnd K Hack-actlvist careor,

Aaron, I, wha holds n degres in e and
recently retumed 1o Seattle from gﬁlrﬂ.ﬂ?ﬂ a
|ermparary position ae m youth counsslar,

Bul I's not hard o jog the Dixors’ mesnories of
s mare radical ar. The memories at times bring a

E

— -

it | ne Tirmas
Elmer Dlxon, lell, Ari Pabmer, cenier, “w?J. Baisker in 1088,

hard pdgs Lo sofispoken Elmes's volce, hinting sl
the menaci IEIW af hia ).rmu-uﬂmm.

At frat, Elmer boind the mdical efie al
some biack lemders hard 1o take. He remembar ks
reaction b0 m Seatts spesch by volaiie sciivis
Biekely Carmichasl.

“1 didn agree with amything bhe i, He sed
the word 'M‘lrj' & ol My bast iriend was white,
and that didn’t sl well with ma. .

“Teit the mraggle thifad mors Irom civil Fights
(voflmg lwws, &) fo homan iy (iewam of
paverty, education, jobs, ®ic), nad 1 began 10
winpathize wilh cppressed "

Ab 17, as a senkor At Carfield High Schoel,
Elmer joined olhers in o sit-in af Franklin High
School, demanding the right 1o form s Rlack
Student Union memmma
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Where have the leaders
of the Panthers gone?

rention by the thiroat nfid |
St e s

] 4

Tow-ncame Pllas
N el




E6 The Seattie Times

Friday, October 24, 1986

Gun-toting militants also made sure poor children had breakfast

PANTHER

continued from E 1

arrested some 50 times on charges
of disturbing the peace, inciting to
riot and the like.

The attention was not surpris-
ing. given the image the Black

day. They won their point, as
'f":(l’dh a one-day boycott at gy‘;-y-
ield.

The Franklin incident became
the first of Elmer’s many run-ins
with police. On April 4, 1968, the
day civil rights leader Martin
Luther King Jr. was assassinated,
Elmer found himself sitting in the
juvenile detention center, charged
with inciting others to riot.

Soon released, he traveled to
Oakland with Aaron and other
Seattle activists to attend a Black
Student Union conference.

They arrived shortly after
Black Panther Bobby Huttos's
death in a shootgf battle with
police; Hutton’s fellow Panthers
turned the funeral into a major
event. The Seattle youths heard a
fiery speech by Seale and
saw legions of Black Panthers
lining the street in their leather
jackets and berets.

“It was an awsome sight,” says
Elmer.

Whh Seale’s approval, he and

th created for themselves.
Panthexs sometimes made threat-
ening appearances marching down
the street in their leather jackets
and berets, rifles slung over their
shoulders. They led a boycott of a
local rmarket, forcing the
store to contribute to the children’s

at Rainier Beach High
demanding a halt to verbal and
physical attacks against black stu-
dents by other pupils. They even
carried guns to the state capital
for a meeting with legislators.

On Elmer led Pan-
ther training sessions on rifle use
(although he says he invoked the
Fifth Amendment at a Congres-
sional hearing partly to avoid
saying s0).

“We weren’t trying to intimi-
date people,” Elmer insists, al-
though a listener’s skeptical look
makes him laugh a little. “The
party was bom out of love of
, not out of hate.”

the other Seattleites started the
first Black Panther chapter outside
of California. Soon, he says, chap-
ters sprang up all across the
country. First Aaron, and then
Elmer, served as Seattle chair-
man.

The next few years for the
Dixons were ones of demonstra-

testimony before a Congressional
committee.

But and other Panthers
also started one of the Seattle’s
earliest food banks and a free
medical clinic, still in existence as
the Carolyn Downs Family Heaith
Care Center. The Panthers’ free
breakfast program in Seattle ran
for the better part of a decade,

some 2,000 children daily
at five different sites during its
height, says Eimer. Some Panther
volunteers cooked and served food
for years, and Elmer himself

They carried guns, he says, to
make a statement: “We (blacks)
were no longer going to be hosed
by police, bitten by police dogs,
bombed in our churches. .

“We were a symbol. The im-
pression we wanted to give was
that we were not cowards. We
were men. It was our duty to stand
up for our God-given rights. We
were not going to beg for our
rights, the rights to a decent
education, health care, jobs —
basic human rights... We were

About 10 Panthers were living
in the house and a few others were
present, Aaron recalls, and they .
i B intend 1o comply '\-slh any
polles opder to comi oul What
winilil we lave comi o Tor? We
el dlons mintling wrong ™

Bul the rakd never came, Then-
mayor Wed Uhlman  refussd o
parmit I

“[The  federal investigators)
midd iboy would [ike bo  kave
(Smitle) polics sppert for the
mid,” reculls Ubiman, pow 8
privaie begal pmctice. 1 insirect-
od the polics department not Lo
comply. 1 dNMﬂ i ba
rﬁ'um..rhle for g I
and mundering m:n. That's
literally what I I.|1 {,'hl.ﬂlfﬂ
= shot peogile in ©

did hawe !m"n. s,
Uhlman zays of the Seaftle Pan-
| herd, Sl mrylll.mﬂ?uma.
I!lﬁa:tl b asyone W our eley,

By ihia tieme, the
nlrondy  were  frying o
iheir image, b thedr Irnshﬂ
}HEEEJEEEHTLTLE Empha-

lme!heb!mi.hﬂ‘s

g

s EII"I'm'ls of the Ib’::lilpﬂ:ln and
other militant g tiring
vitnl social :hnprr.lill'nl:ll.dmg 1
nerweend price omeng biacks, former
members argee.

A ot of the Ireedoms (Bt
hlpck people Bave Iofy cames
from thirgd that ha theén,"”
snys Anroo Dizen, “Today, o black
porsm whi khows how o think

ively can be a8 saccesshil ns

whrsE o be He iy have 16
work harder (than whites), bat be
icam o i

Sull, milions are “trappsd 0
weltare nnd poverty” Rnd onow mo
way ML, he BIYs

Both brothers think pubdic st

hI!‘l!n

of me; Aaron

cation has deteriorated for blacks that poor people could afford. heady memories. Says
dreams of “I feel lucky 1 was able
experience it.”

and whites, and Eimer Meanwhile, the intense,
starting a private school system yeaxsofmePanthersmthe

sitK:

BEH Sleep Sula o N

trying to forge change by
means we could.”

“I don't think we were msliz‘a
threat,” says Aaron. “We didn’t
have a large-scale army. We did
have quite a few members and we
had guns, but we weren’t attacking
anyone.”

-But the government apparent-
ly did perceive a threat. Bl
raids late in 1969 left two Blac!
P dead and four wounded

worked in the progr into the
*80s.

The Panthers’ early, gun-tot] Bl.::ﬁ
years were the most militant,
reactions from segments of the
public reflected it.

“It was a very regular occur-
rence for me to get (threatening)
calls,” says Elmer. Soon, all Pan-

in Chicago, and several wounded in
Los Angeles.

In January of 1970, the Seattle
Panthers were warned (by a local
TV newsman, Elmer believes) of
an imminent raid on their head-
quarters by the Treasury Depart-
ment’s Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire-

[ast week to save
hefore the walls
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“BUT 1DO i
would 'ﬁmre bemﬁj&nhgneﬁ-
cnnms: dldn ?la

Seattle ‘and who: alsos ,
fied himselt as*a membertol

the _Black | Panthers, . said;
“We behm pnl:ﬂr:s comes §

mand,"”. Hnrdlng s.ai_ t "ﬁe
don’t make' threats; we just
demand. And if the demands '
aren't met, then a beautiful'}
S0-story building duwntnwn «
will disappear Ernm
of the earth.™ ¢ 1

_'Iglﬂﬂihni'u e VoINS 2. T’f
o gANTHERs vnm‘*comnoﬂasm. RIFLE T2
ARSI, 1968 & bR oo
,City pulme officials said! "'The rrea]rlar'is' that 'i'lgh.ti
. grovincial , regulations gov-!. nva am on-the bottom, and
‘Ts;emmg firearms, sthta-*tha\:} “I've been on the bul:tum Inj

‘the Z e

g?u uﬂ;ﬁﬂ E:‘Itfh?h&;'htta of a-.n?une mir!et? 18 may carry=i400 yeam. sl Ak A
Seattle, said: “Armed’ Tevo- o o0 l“”m?i‘i d rifle '-"',‘I’« i}":;t‘ { Asked if he thmre& ¥iD-
lution s mecessarytol gun o Eﬁﬁ“—"m- R Harding * saidi Wi
achieve black political DOWET i/ LASKED BY A MﬁNﬁm the) thrive on the b;tte : E -
in whit= racist America-* 20 Jaudience wiat would happen million ‘people. s Jaf 3

| The three were -::Iaﬁ in ' “shouid ‘the *black man’ gl - ‘“We can't lose s %’s&m :
black leather jackets - ng_d_l thé white, Harding said: ‘“II “fact that we & m'& e J
black berets, and one car-, can't share in: your little fan-: “aries . -ia-'-" *'h ;.EB"'“'*
ried 4 semi-an tnmatm- tasi=s 'l worry about bemg "nght T wE‘m t
rifle. _bn top when | am on top. Ing pE":p le. Fl:raleglc h‘.lE‘
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