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COINTELPRO

THE CAMPAIGN TO DISRUPT AND DESTROY

any of the articles in this paper have referred to the FBI program of political sure they didn't work against their (the FBI's) own interest.

rveillance and harassment known as COINTELPRO. This scheme of largely illegal  Here are some documents which describe examples of COINTELPRO. Perhaps the
d dmupuve tactics was aimed exclu.uvzly at political groups with policies most startling revel, of FBI pts to subvert the American political process
acceptable 1o the Intelli C y. These groups, as shown in various is described by one document shown here. This scheme to disrupt the proposed
‘icles in this paper, were almost always either on the left or representative of minority presidential campaign ticket of Dr. Benjamin Spock and Martin Luther King on an
>ups and liberation movements. The one noticeable exception was the FBI anti-war platform was proposed by J. Edgar Hoover. In response to Hoover's memo
rveillance and infiltration of the KKK from 1964 10 1971. However as the recommending this plan the head of the Chicago FBI office wrote back supporting
ormation of pg. 9 points out the FBI was actually a source of much of the Klans' the idea but warrung that it could be a.rkzd ““What does the FBI have to do with
'lence At best the Bureau's attitude was one of keep ng check on the klan to make  the selection of pr i c
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Perhaps the thing that worried the FBI the most was the possibility
of the Black Liberatios Movement building an alliance with the Laber
Movement. The FBI realized that when these two mass Movements
worked in alliance with each other, that Black and white workers would
begin to see that their problems were not each other —but with the
political and economic structures within the society. Here is as example
of how the FBI moved to break up the initial deficate negotiations
between two leaders of these mavements.

Sregory, political activist and comedian, was a COINTELPRO target
of the FBI as the document shown bere indicates. photo: LNS
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THE BUREAU’S

ATTACK ON THE BLACK LIBERATION MOVEMENT

The history of FBI counterintelligence and
repression against the Black Liberation
movement began with the establishment of
the Bureau in 1919. It was J. Edgar Hoover
himself who initiated a campaign against
Marcus Garvey which resulted in his depor-
tation as an “undesirable alien™. Counter-
intelligence tactics were used against Black
ieaders and spokespersons such as Paul
Robeson and Richard Wright, and may have
been involved in Wrights mysterious death in
Paris. As Blacks became active in the Com-
munist Party, the Bureau moved to destroy
racial unity and play on racism within the
party.

As early as 1960, the FBI started a com-
prehensive program, originating in Chicago.
designed to disrupt and neutralize the Nation
of Islam. Although most of the files are still
secret, released documents show that one of
the primary purposes of this programt was to
exacerbate the tensions between Malcom X
and Elijah Muhammed.

As the civil rights movement moved north
and Black people took to the streets to de-
mand their freedom, the FBI expanded their
counterintelligence programs against the
Black movement and its leadership. In Au-
gust 1967 Hoover directed all field offices to

blish a “black nationalist” intelli-
gence program designed to “expose. disrupt,

Maicolm X

misdirect, discredit and otherwise neutralize”
Black nationalist organizations and their
teaders. The Student Non-Violent Coordinat-
ing Committee (SNCC), SCLC, the Revolu-
tionary Action Movement (RAM), the
Nation of Islam and the Deacons of Defense
were specifically targeted as were Stokely
Carmichael, H. Rap Brown, the Honorable
Elijah Muhammed, and Maxwell Stanford,
among other.

On March 4, 1968 Hoover ordered 41
field offices to intensify their efforts against

Martin
Luther
King Jr.

the Black Liberation struggle, instructing
them to:
» “prevent coalitions between militant
Black Nationalist groups”

prevent the rise of a ‘messiah’ who
could unify and electrify, the militant
Black nationalist movement

“prevent the long-range growth of
militant Black nationalist

It was one month later that LI, Marun
Luther King Jr, the target of countless
I , was killed by

bUUIIIcI‘ T
an assassin’s bullet.

The main target of the Bureau’s political
warfare was the Black Panther Party. In late
1968, the Bureau sent out a communique to
all its field offices exhorting them to “cripple
the Black Panther Party.” For the next four
years in what the Senate Select Committee
on Intelligence called a “covert program to
destroy the Black Panther Party,” the FBI

ter a massive intelligence pro-
gram steeped in violence and illegality
against the Panthers. Successful community
programs like the breakfast program and the
Black Panther Party newspaper were dis-
rupted and sabotaged. Wiretaps and inform-
ers were used to infiltrate the organization,
cause disruption and dissent and, as the Kill-
ing of Fred Hampton brutally bears out,
murder was used to destroy the body and
soul of the movement.

In sum the FBI tactics of counterintelli-
gence as practiced against all sectors of the
Black Liberation movement, were, and are,
so violent and unconstitutional and so illegal,
as to make a mockery of the law which the
FBI is sworn to uphold. SOURCE COUNTER-

e mm e mmmem

The Murder of Fred Hampton
and Mark Clark s cupsene

Four-thirty am, December 4, 1969: Chicago Police (assigned to a special prosecutors
unit) surround an apartment full of Black Panthers and their supporters asleep after a
day of meetings called by Illinois Panther leader Fred Hampton.

th

preg with their child, are sleeping in

Hampton and Deborah Joh eight

the south bedroom. Mark Clark is asleep in a living room chair. Six others are scattered

throughout the apartment.

The police kick down the front door firing revolvers, shotguns and rifles. Another squad

busts in the read also firing guns. One cop sprays a wall with bullets from a .45 caliber
Thompson submachine gun. Another shoots through the wall with a .30 caliber

carbine. Both are ing towards Hamp

When the first assault was over, Deborah
Johnson remembers stumbling out of the
bedroom and the police entering. One officer
said “He’s barely alive, he'll barely make it.”
Johnson then heard two shots and “He's
good and dead now.”

After Hampton was executed, the police-
man with the submachine gun sprayed an-
other bedroom with bullets, hitting three
teenagers huddling on the floor. Hampton
and Clark lay dead. Four of the survivors
were seriously wounded. The police left the
victims bleeding and without aid. They ran-
sacked the apartment, turning over beds,
emptying dressers and scattering the con-
tents.

Over 90 police bullets were pumped into

's bed.

the thin plaster walls of the small apartment.
Ballistics experts found only one shot fired

<
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It was not until five years later, during
preliminary proceedings in a civil suit filed
against the police, that it was disclosed the
bloody raid was conducted at the behest of

August of 1967 when COINTELPRO was
expanded to “expose; disrupt; ;' dis-

credit and otherwise neutralize” militant

MAMPLOD 1 A 17U/ . A1 WS 1SIUausIg v
years of his life, the file swelled to 12 vol-
umes and over 4000 pages. The FBI moni-
tored his phone and placed him on the
Agitator Index which made him a special
COINTELPRO target.

Hampton, a former youth leader in the
NAACP, was charismatic. He was a re-

by the in self defi Ach 1
analysis of Hampton’s blood showed ex-
tremely high levels of barbi Hamp

never used barbituates. His friends had been
worried when earlier in the evening he had
fallen asleep while talking on the phone with
his mother.

After the shooting ended, a tape of police
radio calls records a hearty cheer, and a
policeman saying, “That's when to get them,
when they're (asleep) in their beds.”

Fred Hampton after being murdered is dragged off
his bed and photographed.
Inset: Dr. Levine's autopsy photo depicting entrance

Who Killed Martin Luther King Jr?

The fake newspaper story you saw on the
front page was based on the FBI memoran-
dum you see here. It was clearly the FBI's
plan to pressure King into staying at the
Lorraine Hotel in early April, 1968. This
was just the final step in the Bureau’s cam-
paign against the Civil Rights leader that
began in the early '60’s. Here are some other
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tactics the Bureau used in its attempt to de-
stroy Martin Luther King.

An early FBI memo summarizing a meet-
ing devoted to ways of dealing with King de-
scribed 21 ways of obtaining derogatory in-
formation. Many of the suggested tactics were
phrased in questions like these:

“Can colored agents be of assistance?”
“What are the possibilities of providing
a good-looking woman in his office?”

Telephone taps and hidden microphones were
also suggested and quickly implemented. In
all, 16 microphones were installed in hotel
rooms during the next few years. Telephone
taps became a regular feature in his life.

The FBI didn't stop there. In 1965 an
anonymous letter was sent to King suggesting
he kill himself. The letter was accompanied
by a tape recording of some of the hotel room
bugs. As early as 1963, Hoover’s chief dep-
uty, William Sullivan, suggested that the Bu-
reau choose and develop “a national Negro
leader to take King's place.”

Although the congressional committee that
investigated the King assassination made no
direct finding that the FBI was responsible
for his death, they did suggest that the FB1
was at least indirectly involved. The evidence
of the counterintelligence-campaign being
waged against Dr. King was overwhelming;
clearly they didn't want him around. The
question remains: Who Killed Martin Lu-
ther King?
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POLITICAL PRISIONERS
ROTTING IN U.S. JAILS
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Political Prisioner Free b
Assata Shakur Escapes!

Assata Shakur, the black revolutionary, who
had been imprisoned since 1973 at various
penitentiaries including New Jersey's Clin-
ton Correctional Institute for Women, is now
free. She escaped on November 2. Her arrest
and trial are classic examples of an FBI
frame-up. It is clear, in view of the declared
aims of the FBI's COINTELPRO, that her
case was used as a means to provide the Bu-
reau with an excuse to eliminate her.

Assata Shakur was a member of the Black
Panther Party, which was involved in com-
munity programs and struggles against the
US government'’s total denial of the human
rights of all Black people in the USA. She is
one of many Black activists who, in the face
of increasing FBI attacks against Black peo-
ple, fought for the survival of Black Nation-
alism.

In 1973, Assata Shakur had a $50,000

Chicege pebice oificrrs appees |o be wmbag o they
vemrve Fred Hamplon's body afler the alfach oo his
apartment in the early bours of the morning,

Dec. 4, 1969.

spected organizer, praised by his suburban
mayor for his mediation skills in cooling out
racial tensions between whites and Blacks.

price on her head as a result of spurious rob-
bery charges. The police had been ordered to
shoot 1o kill. When they attacked her and her
companions on the New Jersey turnpike in
May of that year, they killed Zayd Malik
Shakur, and seriously wounded Assata Sha-
kur and Sundiata Acoli. One of the troopers
was killed and another injured. Shakur was
acquitted of the underlying robbery charges
but convicted in March, 1977, for the mur-
ders of the trooper and her own friend and

She was d to life plus

65 yeqrs.

From 1973 to 1978, Assata Shakur was
tried 8 times in New York City. Not once
was she found guilty. She is now fighting to
gain access to FOIA files, which are expected
to demonstrate the FBI's effort to kill or im-
prison her. Among the points raised in her
appeal are the following:

“Sinea the jury was all white, I was
themied o trial by o jury of my pocrs.

“Even though the Mational Jury
Project did a surviey ihat proved that
i of ihe people in Middesex
County belizved | wes guilty prior to
the trial, the judge refussd 1o grant &

change of venue or take any other

RNA 11 The RNA (Republic of New Afrika) 11 are

action to act the dously
damaging pretrial publicity.

“The chief witness (trooper Harper)
gave testimony that was laced with
inconsistencies and outright lies.
Under oath he even admitted to
telling ‘falsehoods.”

“The state never contested evidence
by two docfors which proved that I
was shot with my arms in the air, and
then shot from the back.

0

“The judge tl{oroughly intimidated

~

bers of a Black Nationalist growp which soaght
to establish as independent Black nation in 5 states
of the deep south. Their headquarters were attacked
and their leaders arrested in 1971. Here some of the
11 are shown being led through Jackson, Miss.
in chains. . |
defense lawyers by having hearings
to remove the chief counsel (Bill
Kunstler) from the case for nonexistent
* improprieties and threatening all the
lawyers with contempt citations or
disbarment proceedings almost daily.

Geronimo Pratt

= ) -
Elmer (Gerommo) Pragt, o 31-yeas-ald for-
mer Hlack Pamher lesder und Vietonm War
i, 1ane of Amesica's foremoat poliiscl
r'rl."nl'1tr!. His slory illustrntes an almoat -
credifly broad range of FHI bbises, He js
serving a life sentence for a crime he did not
commit; the final result of the FBI's all-out
attempt to destroy him. He was the target.of
COINTELPRO’s stated goal to “expose, dis-
rupt, and misdirect the activities of Black Na-
tionalist hate-type organizations, their leader-

Hampton helped found the Chicago
of the Black Panther Party in late 1968. At
the same time, the FBI was order to “‘crip-
ple” and "destroy” the party.

The FBI quickly swung into action, They
had an informant, William O'Neal join the
Chicago Panthers, begin surveiillance and
disruptive tactics. O'Neal rose to Chief of
Security in the Chicago Panthers, and was

ship, spok bership and support-
ers.” He has been illegaily spied on; his
friends, including Bunchy Carter and John
Huggins in Los Angeles, and his pregnant
wife, were brutally murdered.

After many futile attempts to destroy Ger-
onimo Pratt’s credibility in the Black Move-
ment through attempted frame-ups and phony
charges, he was finally charged with a two-
year-old d murder in 1970. The case

Hampton's bodyguard. O'Neal 1 dly
sought to cause tensions between the Pan-
thers and other Black groups. He often sug-
gested criminal activity, and ludicrous plans
involving nerve gas, explosives, and a bomb
attack on city hall.

Hampton and other BPP leaders rejected
O’Neals’s plans. But O'Neal continued to ad-
vocate violence. Unable to force the Panthers
into a rash act, the FBI finally stage a June
1969 raid on BPP headquarters using a pre-
text to secure a search warrant. The FBI, sup-
posedly searching for a fugitive, seized liter-
ature, financial records, money, contributors
lists, and legally registered weapons.

Despite this harrassment, Hampton con-
tinued to attract national atteption. In No-
vember of 1969, he was asked to join the
Central Committee of the BPP and become
its chief spokesperson. Almost immediately,
the FBI targeted him for its final COINTEL-
PRO operations.

O'Neal supplied a floorplan of Hampton's
apartment which the FBI passed to the Chi-
cago Police. The FBI encouraged local offi-
cials to stage a raid, saying their was a large
cache of weapons at Hampton’s apartment.
FBI agents met several times with the special
prosecutors unit planning the raid and offered
advice and assistance.

After the raid left two dead and four seri-
ously wounded, the FBI rewarded O'Neal
with a $300 bonus for work in setting it up.

took two more years to get to trial. Pratt’s
alibi scemed ironclad. At the time of the mur-
der, he was 350 miles away from the scene
at a Black Panther meeting. Since the FBI
closely d every of the
Black Panthers, Pratt knew the FBI could
verify his alibi through its records. In addi-
tion to having been miles away, Pratt, who is
of average height and of Haitian, Irish and
American Indian descent, does not remotely
resemble the tall, dark-skinned Black man
described by an eyewitness to the murder.

Gerogimo Pratt —Frassed Paather leaer in the yard
at Saa Quentin Prison, where be has been imprisoned
sioce 1972. photo: Marie Uuh/l.NS

/

The FBI's chief witness was Julio Butler, an
informant and infiltrator of the Black Pan-
ther Party. The jury disregarded all of this,
and duly convicted him of the murder.

Pratt has spent most of his time in prison
in solitary confinement. There is no apparent
reason for his classification as a high security
risk other than that political prisoners are
routinely treated this way. Pratt is chall

out by the FBI. The information that is read-
able indicates that the FBI was indeed watch-
ing Pratt at the time of the murder, which
means that proof of his alibi must be some-
where.in she files. The EBI has been cargful
not to turn over file no. 100-448006, the bu-
reau code for COINTELPRO records for
Black groups.

Geronimo Pratt was framed, tried, and im-
prisoned for a murder he did not commit. In
his own words:

The Nixon-Hoover regime unleashed
massive bombardment of fascist-like plots

ing this treatment in a federal civil rights suit.
Pratt’s FOIA request turned up some 7000
pages — over half of which has been blanked

and sch against our courageous bug
naive ranks and once again the criminal
was made to look like the victim, and the
victim like the criminal,

Richard Dhoruba Mo’ore o

By Bob Boyle

The case of Richard Dhoruba Moore epito-
mizes the F.B.I. strategy known as COIN-
TELPRO — a strategy which would be leg-
alized under the proposed FBI charter.
Moore, a Black political activist and a for-
mer leader of the NY Black Panther Party,
he is currently serving 25 years to life in a
New York State prison due to an FBI orches-
trated frame-up.

As the resuit of pending litigation in New
York, Moore has obtained over 5000 pages
of heavily excised FBI files. Though Dhoruba
and his attorneys contend these files merely
scraich the surface, they evidence a conspir-
acy on the part of the F.B.I. and the New
‘York City Police Department (NYCPD) to
frame Dhoruba Moore.

As early as 1968, Moore was labeled an
‘extremist’ and a man ‘with leadership poten-
tial’ by the F.B.I. as a result of his organizing
in the Black community. It was no surprise,
therefore, that he was one of 21 Black Pan-
thers indicted in 1969 on conspiracy charges.
During this two-year trial, that intense F.B.1.
COINTELPRO activity (unknown as such
by Moore at the time) forced him to jump
bail. While underground, Moore and the
other Panther defendants were acquitted of
all charges in less than two hours.

This acquittal was a major victory for the
Black Liberation movement and was most
embarrassing to the F.B.I. and NYCPD. It
was in this political context that Moore was
arrested on June 5, 1971;and charged with

the shooting of two NY police officers which
had occurred a few weeks earlier. A convic-
tion of Moore — one of the miost outspoken
members of the Panther 21 — was essential
if the FBI and NYCPD were to re-capture
credibility and further stifle the Black move-
ment.

Since eye witnesses to the shooting could
not identify Moore as one of the shooters
(they, in fact, described a person dissimilar
to Moore in appearance), evidence had to
be manufactured and testimony created, We
now know, based on FBI files, that witnesses
against Moore, who claimed knowledge of
all the facts and circumstances of the shoot-
ing, were ignorant of those same facts during
their first few interviews with the FBI and
NYCPD. None of this information was
known by Moore or his attorneys at the time
of his three (3) trials for this shooting.

Much more information is needed to actu-
ally overturn Moore’s conviction in court.
Continuing pressure on the F.B.1. by ali con-
cerned to release all COINTELPRO material
is the only way Dhoruba Moore and other
political prisoners will win.their freedom.

For morce mformation:

Law Office: Aun: Robert Boyie
351 Brodway. 41b )loor

New York, NY. i0013

Bob Boyle is a third-year law student at
Brooklyn Law School who is working on
Dhoruba Moore’s case.
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Say NO to the FBI

POLITICAL SURVEILLANCE THROUGH HISTORY

The Labor Movement

By Bob Goidstein

Political surveillance is nothing new. The la-
bor movement has always becn a prime tar-
get. During the rise of the modern labor
movement in the late 19th century, the job of
surveilling, harassing, and often physicaily
repressing labor was handled by private cor-
porations and their private detective and ar-
mies, such as the notorious Pinkerton Agency.
Even after public police forces got into the
act in the 20th century, private surveillance
and harassment of the labor movement con-
tinoed. One Pinkerton agent told a Senate
Committee in the 1930's that its spies had
been so effective that one union organization
no longer had any members and all five of
its officers were Pinkerton agents.

One of the most notorious cases of federal
surveillance, harassment, and disruption of a
labor movement involved the mititant Indus-
trial Workers of the World (IWW), which
at its peak in 1917, had a membership of
100,000. It had significant strength in the
lumber and copper industries and among
western migrant agricultural workers. The
openly anti-capitalist orientation of the IWW
had terrified dominant elements of Ameri-
can society ever since its founding in 1905,
and the hysteria generated by World War 1
was used as an excuse to destroy the IWW.
After months of surveillance and the banning
of all IWW literature from the mails under

Did You Know That . . .

In the early 507, as a result of intensive
FBI surveillance, the folksinging group
the Weavers (Pete Seeger, Ronnie Gilbert,
Fred Hellerman and Lee Hays) were in-
vestigated by the infamous McCarran
Committee for, amongst other things, al-
legedly advocating the over-throw -of the
government. ' *

the Espionage Act of 1917 (later invoked
against Daniel Ellsberg), nationwide raids on
IWW headquarters occurred on September
5, 1917. Operating' under what has been
termed the broadest search warrant in Amer-
ican history, federal agents seized tons of
materials ranging from 1WW mailing lists to
rubber bands. love letters, beer bottles and
even dress patterns, which were suspected of
containing secret code messages. In one of
the most notorious frame-up trials in Ameri-

can history, 100 IWW members were con-
victed in a mass trial in Chicago in May, "
1918, on trumped-up charges of conspiracy
to interfere with the war effort. This charge
was largely based on highly successful IWW
strikes in the lumber and copper industries
in 1917 which had reflected the primitive and
brutal working conditions there and had
gained widespread support among non-1IWW
members also. 1n the hysterical atmosphere
generated by the Wilson administration, a
jury, deliberating for less than an hour —
ie. about 9 seconds per count, found all
100 defendants guilty of all four counts.
(Bob Goldstein is the author of Political
Repression in Modern America: 1870 to
present, Schenkman, 1978)./

Women’s Movement

By Anne Marie Buitrago and David Lerner

THE WOMEN'S INTEI;MTIONAL LeAGUE For
PEACE AND FREEDOM (WILPF) is one of the
oldest women's groups in this country. When

en's mo has gone hed. Elected
officials, NOW members, women from the
Black Panthers, American Indian women,

it exercised its right under the Freed of
Information Act (FOIA) to obtain its files,
it received a document showing that the FBI
was worried about “intellectual women” as
early as 1922, The memorandum you see
here indicates that Jane Addams, a WILPF
founder, and other women working for dis-
armament were worthy of FBI attention. In
a sense, the Bureau was ahead of its time in
identifying women as a potential threat to

the “status quo.” The specter of “i -

ay 3 from trade unions, and
others have been targets for spying and
harassment. :

The FBI kept these various groups under
surveillance by using informers, special
agents, and local police agencies. It spied on
meetings both public and private; counted
heads at demonstrations; collected names,
addresses, tapes, leaflets, and slogans, and

lippings of h Phone
were catal d and license plate

pap
I

tual” and influential women was too much
for them. The FBI's interest in WILPF con-
tinued into the late 1960's. The week before
Fred Hampton and Mark Clark were mur-
dered in Chicago in December, 1969, the
FBI sent an informer to report on a WILPF
meeting at which Hampton explained the
Black Panther Party program to 40 “elderly
white-haired ladies.”

Since that time, no segment of the wom-

numbers were traced. All of this is docu-
mented by the 1,377 pages of memos, tele-
types, tape transcripts, and other materials
which the Bureau was forced to release to
the Los Angeles Times and Ms. Magazine
under the FOIA. The justification for this
mass intrusion into the legitimate political
activities of the Women's Liberation Move-
ment (WLM) is typical of the FBI's mani-

pulation of the facts to suit jts own and the

26 years ago the full force of the FBI's illegal and abusive powers was turned on Ethel
and Julius Rosenberg and Morton Sobell. They were tried, convicted, and punished for

what J. Edgar Hoover called the “Crime of the Century”—allegedly giving the secret of

the atomic bomb to the Soviet Union.

Declaring their total innocence, all three refused to save themselves by falsely confessing
or by implicating others. The efforts of many thousands here and abroad failed to sa

lives of the Rosenbergs. They were executed in 1953, leaving two small orphaned sons.

But after long years of struggle, led by his famaily, Sobell was released from jail in 1969.

The Rosenbergs

by Ann Marie Buitrago

The Rosenbergs and the Sobells were in the
front line of resistance against the forces of
fascism that swept America during the Cold
Warperiod of the 1950's.

In 1975, the continuing effort to expose
the truth about the Rosenberg case was given
new energy by the leadership of the Rosen-
bergs” sons, Michael and Robert Meeropol.
Using the newly strengthened Freedom of
Information Act, they demanded all the gov-
ernment’s files on their pareats’ case. When
the government refused, the Meeropols sued.
Three and a half years later they forced the
FBI to release some 200,000 pages of files.

What do these files show?

» That the Rosenbergs and Sobell were

victims of a vast frame-up involving
the FBI, the Atomic Energy
Commission, the Justice Department,
the Judge, Irving Kaufman, and
many others.

That on government instructions the
FBI investigated not just the
Rosenbergs and Sobell, not just
suspected communists” or “atom
spies,” but all who worked for social
change. Throughout the 30's, 40’s
and 50’s, the government spied on
Americans fighting against the war,
racism, imperialism, and repression.
That the same tactics used against
political activists in the 1970’s under

The Rosenbergs after their arrest. 2 am in Birmingh

gather outside the post office. photos courtesy of the Guardian

after the Rosenberg supporters

ve the

the FBI's infamous COINTEL
program were used against the
Rosenbergs in the 1940’s and 1950's:
illegal break-ins and wiretaps,
informers, infiltrators, false leaks to
the press, invasion of bank, insurance,
and other financial records.

The 1950's trial, conviction and punish-
ment of the Rosenbergs and Morton Sobell
was an opening shot in the U.S. government’s
war against American progressives. By link-
ing dissent with communism and treason, our
government set the stage for the Cold War
policies leading to U.S. political and military
adventurism around the world, the consolida-
tion of monopoly power, and the destruction
of organizations fighting for social change at
home.

The FBI through the government made
examples of the Rosenbergs and Sobell. It
drove many people concerned about social
change into fear and unemployment and put
the left on the defensive. It effectively immo-
bilized people’s movements for more than
a decade.

Today, the long struggle around the Rosen-
berg/Sobell case is on the offensive. The FBI
has been exposed. It has lost its “respectabil-
ity.” Through the use of the FOIA, its secrets
are out. Its methods, its filing systems, its
hiding places, its codes and its symbols are
becoming accessible to the very people its
strove to destroy. This information is being
disseminated and turned into the tools neces-
sary for people in a democracy to keep the
secret police at bay. We may not yet be able
to elimi the FBI completely, but we can
now push them back so that the people have
room to organize and make a better life.

Never was it more clear that Julius and
Ethel Rosenberg did not die in vain. Through
the use of their files, through the work of
their children and the thousands who never
gave up the struggle to reopen their case, has
come strength and inspiration for the strug-
gles of today. Fred Hampton and Julius
Rosenberg are brothers in a common fight.
Ethel Rosenberg and Karen -Sitkwood form
a sisterhood ‘against repression.

Anne Marie Buitrago is a p i
with the Fund for Open Information and
Accountability (F.0.1.a. Inc.).
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government’s purposes. As J. Edgar Hoover
said in a May, 1970 memo:

“Interwoven with the WLM goals for
equal rights for women is the advocation
for militancy and violence in achieving
those goals. The WLM has demonstrated
its readiness to support or accept support
from other extremist or revolutionary
type organizations.”

One example of these tactics is the FBI's
wide-ranging investigation of the women's
movement, particularly the gay community,
under the guise of its search for anti-war ac-
tivisits Susan Saxe and Catherine Power. Us-
ing agents and grand jury subpoenas, the
FBI harassed and intimidated much of the
women's community throughout the east
coast. In Freedom Spent, Richard Harris de-
scribes its effect on Lexington, Kentucky:

“And harass them it did. FBI agents
began questioning scores of people in
the gay community in Lexington, many
of whom were susceptible to pressure
because they had hidden their private
lives from their families and employers.
FBI agents went to their families,
divulged their quarries sexual habits, and
forced reluctant witnesses to talk . . .”

FBI informer Timothy Redfern, who was
paid to spy on the Socialist Workers Party,
admitted that he was also spying on the
women’s movement. In particular, he was
assigned to keep an eye on feminist book-
shops and newspapers such as Big Mamma
Rag in Colorado and the national Majority
Report. Both these papers had their offices
broken into under most suspicious circum-
stances in 1975. Glue and ink were. poured
on files, ph and other equip and
the premises generally trashed. Although
there is no concrete evidence to prove that it
was the FBI, this kind of functional vandal-
ism has been a hallmark of FBI attacks on
radical groups.

While it is claimed that the spying and
harassment of the women's movement ended
in 1973, the FBI, in conjunction with the
government, has made increasing use of
grand juries to attack women activists. Four-
teen women have been jailed since 1975 for
refusing to testify, including activists from
the American Indian Movement, the prison
movement, the Puerto Rican Independence
movement, and as a result of the Saxe and
Power hunt in particular, the lesbian com-
munity. And, as is pointed out elsewhere in
this paper, two prominent members of the
Hispanic Commission of the Episcopal
Church were jailed for refusing to testify be-
fore a grand jury and betray the trust of their
community.

As long as the women's movement re-
mains- the politicat force that it is, the FBI
will move to counteract it. The FBI Charter,
if it becomes law, will grant it the legal right
to do so.




ALL SECTORS UNDER INTELLIGENCE ATTACK...

“We are treated as criminals. This type of selective political persecution against
American Indian Movement members is no different than the abuses by the Federal
Pureau of lnvestigation against the Black Panther Party and the Socialist Workers
Party as revealed in the Rockefeller and Charch Reports. For the FBI bas abused the
American court system by harassing and jailing people who resist their oppression.”

Leonard Peltier

*I exercised so much control that you couldn’t see Dennis or Russell (Means, co-leaders
of the American Indian Movement and defendants at the Wounded Knee takeover trial)
without going through me, you couldn’t contact any other chapter without going through

me, and if you wanted money you had to see me.’

Bureau Seeks to Destroy Native American Movement .

By Karen NorthCott, Native American,
American Friends Service Committee

The struggle for Indian sovereignty repre-

sents a threat to the plans of US multina-
tional corporations to control the mineral re-
sources under Indian lands. The American
Indian Movement's (AIM) militant demand
for respect and self determination, accom-
panied by its efforts to retain control over the
coal, oll and uranium on treaty and reserva-
tion lands, has been met with increased force
by the FBI, whose goal is to wipe out the
Indian movement.

This attack was described by the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights as a “full
scale military operation by the FBL.” Nor-
man Zigrossi, former Special Agent in
Charge of the Rapid City, South Dakota
office described the FBI's relationship to the
Indian ity as a “colonial police
force.” The Minnesota Citizens's Review
Commission on the FBI found that the FBI's
tactics in the Indian community included:
arrests without a warrant, using of paid in-
formants; oﬁenng bnbes to young Natlvc
American’s in for
deploying military armaments, tactics and
personnel; intimidating old people and chil-
dren; open contempt and racially motivated
slander; and using *‘goon squads.”

Some of the FBI's brutal tactics against
politically active Indian people, AIM in
particular, are described below.

On June 26th, 1975, FBI agents Ron
Coler and Jack Williams provoked a shoot-
out on the Pme Ridge Reservauon and were
killed. The .._.... a
small plane, national guard jeeps, gunrd dogs,
and armed personnel carriers—conducted a
reign of terror on South Dakota Reservations
which lasted for weeks, searching for the
“killers” of their agent colleagues. 200
agents, carrying automatic weapons and
wearing combat fatigues, sealed off the Pine
Ridge Reservation, landed helicopters in
people’s yards, burst from the doors of the
helicopters waving M-16's, kicked open
doors to houses and interrogated men,
women and children, making threats and
offering bribes of cars, ranches and money
to anyone who would name the “killers.”

Leonard Peitier is now serving two life
sentences for the murder of the two agents.
Knowing he would not receive a fair trial in
the U.S.; Peltier fled to Canada. He was cap-
tured and extradited iltegally, despite his ef-
forts to prove that he was a political refugee

AIM leader Philip Deer addresses 1974 Treaty Coun-
cil conference on Standing Rock (Sioux) reservation.
photo: Michelle Vignes, courtesy of the Guardian

lgonnl Peltier after his illegal extradition fnn
Canada is arrested and brought to trial.

who should have been granted the right to
remain there, At his trial, Peltier was con-
victed based on false testimony provided by
Myrtle Poor Bear, who not only gave a
series of conflicting stories (she sighed three
separate and factually diverse statements)

that she had lied in her sworn statements
but who later admitted to Peltier's lawyer
and in court because FBI agents Bill Woods
and David Price said they would kill her
and her six-year old daughter if she refused
to cooperate. Peltier's codefendants were
tried separately and found not guilty by
virtue of self defense.

In a pre-dawn raid, in September, 1975,
the FBI sent 100 men in helicopters, boats,
military vehicles, trucks and vans to Sioux
Medicine man and AIM activist, Leonard
Crow Dog’s encampment. Combat clothed
agents wielding M-16's surrounded the sleep-
ing occupants, shook women and children,
from their beds and refused to allow them
to dress and lined them up against the wall.
FBI agents searched every building, car,
tent, and cabin on the extensive grounds and
made a shambles of everything they touched.
The ostensible reason for the raid was a
search for four young men who had had a
fist fight among themselves. Anna Mae
Agquash, Dino Butler, and Crow Dog, among
others, were arrested during the raid. Crow
Dog was tried, Tound guilty, and sentenced
to five years for “directing the assault [fist
fight] which he could have prevented.”

Anna Mae Aquash was warned by FBI

“The faking of evidence, harassment, that's going pretty damn far. . .

Douglass Durham —FBI informer on the
American Indian Movement.

Special Agent Price that if she didn't coop-
erate with the FBI she would die. She re-
fused, (ell‘mg the agent “you can shoot me or
throw me in jail as those are the two choices
1 am making. That's what you are going to
do with me anyway.” Aquash was arrested
again in November and released on bail.
Mindful of the agent death threat, she went
underground. Five months later, in the iso-
lated badlands of the Pine Ridge Reserva-
tion, a cattle rancher found the rotted body
of a young woman. Agent Price was on the
scene when officials removed the body to a
local hospital. No X-rays were taken but, in
direct contravention of Indian religious
teachings, her hands were cut off and sent to
the FBI in D.C. for fingerprint verification.
She was named Jane Doe and buried quickly
without a burial certificate in the Reserva-
tions' Catholic cemetery. The FBI autopsy
determined the young woman had died of
exposure. Eleven days later the FBI an-
nounced that Jane Doe was really Anna Mae
Aquash. Her family and the Wounded Knee
Legal Defense/Offense Committee had the
body exhumed and reexamined by another
doctor who found that she had been shot in
the back of the head at close range. As the
nation’s energy problems mount, thc Indian
ity is: ing under i pres-
sure from the corporations and' the fedenl
government. Convinced that the Native
Americans are a “conquered nation” and
that the resources are there for the taking,
the FBI is the first line of offense in the
corporate war to seize their lands.

. 1 doa’t think the

FBI are venal. . . . But I don't want to live in a police state. That (threat) is more
likely to come from fascists, from big corporations, than from the communists and
leftists . . . the interlocking directorships of corporations, why they are more powerfnl -

than United States Senators, maybe even the President sometimes. The FBI is
womednlllnbonttheupeople." Judge Fred Nichol, who presided over the Wounded Knutnal

of Russell Meaas and Deanis Banks.

Lay Ministers Jailed by Grand Jury  FBI Moves to Stifle

Even the Church is not free from the full
weight of FBI surveillance and investigation.
Maria Cueto and Raisa Nemkin, the Direc-
tor and secretary of the National Commis-
sion on Hispanic Affairs of the Protestant
Episcopal Church were jailed in March 1977.
They were jailed for refusing to testify before
a New York Grand Jury.

The Grand Jury has been called the judi-
cial branch of the FBL They can command
witnesses to appear before it and can then
punish them for refusing to testify. In this
case the grand jury was allegedly investigat-
ing the relationship of the Church Commis-
sion to the FALN (the Armed Forces of Na-
tional Liberation—a group advocating inde-
pendons for Puenio Rice) The governmenl
clafmeid that this s called relationship was
hased on sectel mfannstion provided 1o the

Flaban Nesthie |left] asd Maria Curla alter relesse
Frwm gl ducseary 23, $28, The oy werw Jalled
Far refuaing 1o eooperabe with the gramd jory probisg
the Puerin Hicsn isdependeace anl Chiram mave

judges—but not to Ms. Cueto and Ms. Nem-
kins' lawyers. They told the jury over and
over again that they had no information
about fugitives and bombings. They also in-
sisted that they could not, in good conscience,
cooperate with any investigation which
threatened relationships of trust and confi-
dence, essential to their work and the very
existence of their agency. For this they were
jailed for some 14 montbs. The judge who
released them said the government had
shown absolutely no evidence of any wrong-
doing on their part. .

Did You Know That . . .

The FBI had a spy at the Mational Cioia-
cill of the Church of Chrst theoughoaie
the 60, and perbaps siill does. The m-
formant was in communication with Wil-

y, then Assstant Director of
FRI, « ung parscipanis i the
cil's Misslssipps Sumnser eavil mghta
program.

Puerto Rican
Independence.

By David Lerner

The Counterintelligence activities, which
were initiated in Puerto Rico in 1960, were
just the newest and most sophisticated at-
tempts by the US government to sabotage
the cause of Puerto Rican independence. The

stated goal of the program, as you can see -

from the FBI documents shown here, was to
“disrupt” and cause “discord” within the
movement. The real motivation was to pro-
tect American interests on the island and

maintain the island’s colonial status.
" Since 1898, when US armed forces in- °

vaded and took control of Puerto Rico, per-
secution of those favoring independence for
the colony has been a constant fact of life. In
1916 President Wilson postponed local elec-
tions on the island to avoid the possibility of
a negative vote on the’ issues of American
citizenship and military draft for Puerto
Ricans. More obvious attempts to smash the
independence movement were made in Octo-
ber, 1935, when an American colonel led
local police in a brutal armed attack against
unarmed Nationalist Party marchers in Rio
Piedras and again in Ponce in 1937. In 1936,
the entire leadership of the Nationalist Party
was jailed when the US prosecutor hand-
picked the jury for their second trial after
the first jury had been unable to reach a
verdict:

Direct FBI intervention in Puerto Rico’s
political process is documented, in its own

files, from as early as 1940 when Nationalist |

Party members were constantly trailed. In

the witch-hunting fifties, members of the

Committee on UnAmerican activities visited
P
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Say NO to the FBI

AND NOW THEY’RE TRYING
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The justification for stepping up intelli-

gence operations in Puerto Rico was its prox-
imity to Cuba, the then newly liberated
neighbor of the istand colony. Hoover sensed
that as they spoke Spanish and lived in the
.Caribbean. Puerto Ricans striving for free-
dom and independence might identify with
the revolutionaries. So the FBI director noti-
fied his San Juan office to set up operations
there. By his own admission Hoover recog-
nized that spying in Puerto Rico was tanta-
mount ‘to spying on another nation.

The entire Movemiento Pro lndepem'km:m
(MPI} msludlng the Puerto Rlcnn So
thun uf Limise
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spana, 1he i Bios comig
tagether at | L stdte, andd federal lewels, as
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mmenis of 1F clear imdisiry

The Nuglear Regulaiory Cammassson
IMEC) han ils own securmy division which
works with the FBI and local low enforce-
mert afficials, elaying inlermation w lecal
utilities. The NRC created the Information
Assessment Team to gather and assess data
culted from the intelligence agencies on
domestic and foreign opponents of nuclear
energy. The need for protection from terror-
ists likely to sabotage facilities and thereby
threaten the nation's security is the rationale

Independence Party. were victims of the Bu-
reau’s “dirty tricks’. Spurred on by Hoover,
the Bureau's operations included direct and
blatant intervention in elections and plebe-
scites (special votes on the question of the
island’s status) intervention in and manipula-
tion of the media, attempts to divide and dis-
rupt the independence movement and inter-
ference in the student movement. One tactic
they utilized was the creation of phony
political groups representing no one other
than the FBI. which sent out fake materials
to influence voters and cause disruption
i Inudeg lies, bnf TETEY
and iaflErators w resld dissensian

iged 10

and division, and leak non-public informa-
tion. Communications networks were threat-
ened for giving air time to Indepesidence
groups. Malicious, false gossip was spread.
In April 1971, the FBI claimed that it had
ended its COINTELPRO activities on the
island. Yet disappearances (like that of Na-
tionalist Party Vice President,
Pinto Gandia), murders (like that of Socialist
Party Secretary General Juan Mari Bras’ son
Santiago Mari Pesquera) continued. The FBI
also continued its direct and indirect support

.of right wing terrorists spcarheaded by

¢ C1A), wha
larivaisd

Cuban exiles, (irained by th
taken credit for over

ncit

Don Julie ~

against Independistas.

In 1978 Puerto Rican activists and lawyers
filed a federal suit in an attempt to put an
end to FBI intervention in Puerto Rican
affairs. Although the court dismissed the suit
its filing served to publicize the illegal efforts
of the Bureau on behalf of the US govern-
ment. As the issue of independence continues
1o grow in Puerto Rico, the evidence of FBI
intervention and manipulation grows as well.
Progressive individuals and orgamzatlons
must join the fighit for Puerto Rico’s right to
self determination. One of the first steps must
be te keep the Federnl Bureau of [nvesliga-
Licn oul of Pueno Rican politigal’ alfsimnl
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hos launched s campaign agaicsl the anbi
nuke mavenent, Hoth the FOL and local and
stale palice hove been documented a3 uiing
the inlermation providel by 1hi group .as
the rationale for conducting further surveil-
lance on citizens' groups opposed to nuclear
energy.

Research West, a private security firm, has
been involved in surveillance on anti-nuke
activists as well. Operative Jerry Ducote,
active during the anti-Vietnam war days as a

. .
burglar for the Bureau, has testified that his
work was done for Research West in co-
operation with the FBI. He was told his
contact was an FBI agent and to him he
turned over documents stolen from move-

received was the same information received
by the FBI. Coincidentally, their targets and

interests were identical as well.
Grassroots anti-nuke activists tell stories
of all kinds of spying activity. Although
ion has been difficult, there is a

ment offices. The FBI denied any plici
However, the information Research West
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. [ r—r— interference, mail openings, attacks on Igad-
— ¥ ership, whispering campaigns, and general

= o har are reported all over the
T s n country.

Karen Silkwood, a union activist in the
process of documenting heaith and safety
violations at Kerr-McGee, the nuclear firm
she worked for, died mysteriously on her
way to deliver proof of her claims. She had
unquestionably been the target of electronic
and physical surveillance and many people
feel her death was not mere coincidence._

Indian activists, fighting to retain their
energy-rich lands, also have been brutaily
targeted.

These are just some examples of the cam-
paign being waged against the anti-nuclear
movement in this country. For a peaceful,
environmentally-oriented campaign to be
be victimized so intensely suggests a real and
powerful link between the economic interests
of the nuclear industry and the U.S. govern-
ment and intelligence communities.



TO DESTROY THE EVIDENCE

I
STOP PRESS!

January 10, 1980-—A clear-cut people’s victory has been won! Not only did the
Court order the FBI and the Archives to stop destroying FBI files, but in his
opinion, Federal Judge Harold Greene insisted that, “government records belong to
the American people and should be ac to them.” He went on to reaffirm,
“the right of the people of this nation to know what they (the FBI) are doing.” For
the first time in history, the FBI has been ordered to open its raw files to ‘“qualified
archivists and historians” before any further destruction can take place.

For a copy of this landmark opinion, AFSC et al vs. Webster, et al, send $2.00
to FOJIA, Inc., 36 W. d44th Street, NYC 10036.

s

By Anne Marie Buitrago

In June 1979 a group of 45 journalists, his-
torians, publishers and active citizens and
organizations took the FBI to Court. They
asked a federal judge to stop the FBI from
illegally destroying its files on the grounds
that they and the American public are en-
titled by law to have them preserved and
made available under the Freedom of In-
formation Act.

The trial, held in Washington during, the
last week in October brought to light the

FBI, the Attorney General and officials of
the National Archives and Records Service
(NARS) to destroy these files in direct vio-
lation of the law. According to law, before
government documents can be destroyed, the
Archives must certify that they have no
historical, research, or informational value
and are not necessary for the protection of
individual rights. '

Document showing instances of destruction of some
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Here is some of the facts drawn from
testimony taken in the trial:

« The FBI, with the approval of NARS
has been destroying field office files
since 1946. This systematic destruction
was stepped up in May, 1974, after the
Watergate revelations, after the hearings
of the Church Committee on
Government Misconduct and just 3
months after the Freedom of
Information Act was amended to make
investigatory files readily accessible to
the public. NARS has certified the
destruction of billions of pages of FBL
files without looking at a single page
on the basis that “duplicates” were
held at FBI head ters in Washing
and would be held there permanently.

In 1977 the FBI went a step further.
Having gotten NARS approval to
destroy masses of field office files, they

then asked NARS for permission to
destroy the duplicates, obtained it
and began to do so.

The reason the FBI wants to destroy its
office files is simple. They contain evidence
of an FBI program of spying and harassment
conducted against the American people for
decades. They contain notes of investiga-
tions, logs of electronic and physical surveil-
lance, photos, tapes, informer reports, rec-
ords of break-ins, signed statements, and
confessions. The so-called duplicate files at
headquarters in Washington, on the other
hand contain little more than short sum-
maries, brief notes and almost never the
original documents themselves. In some
cases there is no duplicate file—no record of
the Bureau's illegal behavior.

The FBI and NARS cannot be permitted
to destroy its files. The FBI Charter. legisla-
tion is now being touted as the answer to tie
the hands of the FBL. If it becomes law, it
will give the FBI the sole power to decide
which files should be destroyed. They repre-
sent a unique and valuable national resource.
They contain the evidence of the FBI's long
campaign to divide and destroy the efforts
of thousands of citizens and organizations to
exercise their first amendment rights.

FBI records are also needed by citizens
like the families of Jean Seberg, Karen Silk-
wood, Fred Hampton and Mark Clark who
want to suc the government for violations
of their rights. They are nceded by journal-
ists whose job it is to keep the public in-
formed. The material in these files forms an
essential part of any accurate history of the
T for social change since the 1920s.

Without these documents individuals can-
not pursue their right. Historians cannot tell
the whole truth about 20th century America.
And the press cannot help citizens hold
government accountable for its actions.

“Concern with the history of slavery and civil rights finds its logical culmination in the

study and writing of contemporary history, specifically in the story of the civil rights

movement 1954-1968. The struggles of those crowded, revolutionary years unfolded

in the streets and fields of the South and the ghettos of the North. Intertwined with the

popular movemest, often inseparable from it, was federal initiative and federal response.
“The story of these years, the assessment of the federal role, not only helping the

haman rights movement, but inkibiting it —this cannot be achieved without access to

the federal records, and in parhcular to the records of the FBL. Joho Anthony Scott. Historian

The Agency
and the Klan.

In the late 1950’s and early 1960's the FBI
moved to quash the growing civil rights
movement in the South. Over one-fourth of
all klan members in the South were FBI
agents and informants, and much violence
against the civil rights movement can be di-
rectly attributed to these agents. One FBI
provoc teur, Gary Thomas Rowe, was an ac-
tive participant in widespread klan violence,
including the murder of civil rights worker
Viola Linzzo, the bombing of a Birmingham
church-which killed four Black children, and
the killing of a Black man during a racial
disturbance in Birmingham in 1963. SOURCE
Coursren [NTELLIGERCE

Klamermen gatker bearivg thrir arms. phots by Chip Berlet

I'm from the FBL
I've come &n apelogter.”

Did You Know That . . .

In the early 1970's a right wing organiza-
tion called the Secret Army Organization
that was financed, armed and controlled
by the FBI went on a terrorist rampage in
San Diego. In one incident the head of the
group — a provocateur in the pay of FBI
— attempted to murder a teacher at San
Diego State Coliege and wounded a young
woman in the process. The FBI agent was
subsequently transferred out of the state
sa fe oguld mat e Enrsecetad for is
crimes,

Flamsrmn extering Tapels pokior slation. phala by Chip Berlet
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Say NO to the FBI

WHO’S CONSTITUTION IS ITANYWAY?

The FBI Charter and Your Rights.

by Michael Ratner

We interviewed a constitutional lawyer. Here
are the questions and answers.

Question: What is the proposed FBI Chater?
Answer: The proposed Charter is a new law
presently before Congress. Its sponsors are
the FBI and the Attorney General. They
claim it will stop the FBI from engaging in
illegal activities and violations of people’s
constitutional and civil rights.

Question: You mean the FBI is trying to get
a law passed which restricts itself?

Answer: Well, not exactly. In fact, their pro-
posed law gives them new powers to trample
our constitutional rights and legalizes a lot of
spying activities which up until now were
against the law.

Question: But surely they will outlaw coun-
terintelligence tactics the FBI used against
Martin Luther King, Jean Seberg, the Black
Panther Party and so many others?

Answer: No! The FBI has turned around and
written their new Charter permitting all of
those tactics that were part of what they
called their “COINTEL” (Counterintelli-
gence) program. It legalizes what the FBI
has been doing for years. The FBI can con-
tinue to disrupt political organizations by
planting false information. The FBI can con-
tinue to destroy people’s lives with phony
rumors and lies. It can even set up false rival-
ries among political groups to cause the
deaths of people the FBI and government are
afraid of.

Question: But the Charter must restrain the
FBI from using these tactics against groups
that advocate peaceful change and protest
government policies, like anti-nuke groups?

Answer: Wrong again! The FBI has for years
been used by the government as a political
police to investigate political protest groups
and repress dissent in this country. For ex-
ample, in the 50's against the Communist
Party, in the 60's against the Civil Rights
movement and in the 70's against the antj-
war movement. Under the Charter, the use
of the FBI as political police will continue
into the 80’s and beyond The charter is, in
fact, an attempt to give the FBI broader in-

vestigative powers, 10 prevent a potentially
strong social movement — such as the one
against nuclear energy from succeeding the
way the anti-war movement did.

Question: It has been proved that working
undercover during the 1960's, FBI agents and
informants participated in the killing of Viola
Liuzzo and the beatings of Black people and
civil rights workers. Surely, the Charter pro-
hibits FBI employees from participating in
crimes?

Answer: Wrong again! The Charter specifi-
cally authorizes under-cover to engage in
criminal activity even if it causes death. They
can do so if they believe such criminal activ-
ity is necessary to protect their “cover” as
FBI agents.

Question: What about things like the use of

William Webster, Director of the FBI, has
said that he wants a charter that is not a list
of “thou shall nots.” In his draft “FBI
Charter of 1979” he got what he wants.

July 3, 1974. photo by Chip Berlet
Police clash with VVAW members during march on:Capitol to demand better bealth care in V.A. hospitals,
better benefits and U.S. out of South East Asia.

Join the Struggle

S.1612/H.R.5030 will give the FBI the
powers of a National political police force
the likes of which has never been seen before
in this country. Since the FBI was set up in

informants, mail covers (getting the add

off people’s mail) trash covers (going through
people’s garbage) access to bank records, tax
returns, wiretaps, and break-ins?

Answer: All of these activities are made legal
under the new Charter. The Charter even al-
lows the FBI to recruit your doctor, lawyer
or even your priest as informants. For hun-
dreds of years, your conversations with these
people have been protected from invasion.
The new FBI Charter wipes this out.

Question: Are you trying to say there are no
restrictions at all on the FBI in the new
Charter?
Answer: There are a few. But they are mean-
ingless. For example, certain political groups
can be investigated for more than a year only
if the attorney general permits. And some
informant activities must get FBI Headquar-
ters approval. But these so-called “restric-
tions” actually insure that the FBI will be
used as a political police. For it has been pri-
marily officials like former Attorney General
Mitchell and former Bureau Director Hoover
who, not only approved but recommended
some of the worst FBI abuses. It’s like having
a wolf make sure that other wolves don’t eat
the lambs.

Another point is that if an FBI agent vio-
lates the Charter, a citizen injured by the
result cannot take the agent to court. In other

Informers : The Dirtiest Trick of All

By Doug Cassell, Jr. & Matt Piers

The single most important roadblock to citi-
zens’ obtaining FBI files in anti-surveillance
lawsuits has been the informer’s privilege.
Claiming this privilege, the government
keeps secret not only all informers names,
but all information which the government
claims might tend to identify any informer.
Thus, if an informer reported on 2 meeting
of five people, at which he alone advocated
violent tactics, the entire report is withheld
because it would tend to identify the in-
former as one of five persons, even though
it also shows the informer acting illegaily as
an agent provocateur.

The impact on citizens® abiilty to obtain
evidence of FBI misconduct has been devas-
tating. Much of what the FBI did (and does)
was done through its domestic intelligence
informers (10,000 of them in 1973 alone).
As Frank Donner, Director of the A.C.L.U.
Project on Political Surveillance has noted,
the FBI's domestic intelligence informers are
primarily deployed against political groups
and individuals as opposed to targets of law
enforcement investigations. As Donner points
out, almost every group on “the left side of
political spectrum™ has been infiltrated by
FBI informants, many for decades without
any criminal charges being brought. Allega-
tions concerning these informers’ activities
have ranged from continual surveillance to
murder. In order to conceal their identity,
about one-third of all pages of FBI files pro-
duced in civil discovery or under the
F.O.I.A., have been censored.

In light of the proposals in the “FBI Char-
ter Act of 1979 the question of informers
identities becomes particularly pressing. The

limits on the use of informers are broad and

vague and, as the box you see here indicates,
under some circumstances informers would
be permitted to engage in criminal acts. In
the context of the current struggles to define
the limits of FBI activities, it is crucial that
the full history of the FBI's repressive use of
informers be told.

Under the new charter the FBI is allowed to
recruit your doctor, minister, lawyer, even
your wife or husband to be an FBI informant.
The Charter states that:

“The FBI may request any person under
an obligation of legal privilege or
fidentiality, including a i
physician. A person who is admitted to

practice in a court of a state as an
attorney, a practicing clergyman, or a
member of the news media to collect
information as an informant. . . .

q

It further allows undercover agents to com-
mit crimes, even murder, if such crimes are
necessary to gather information or gain cred-
ibility with other persons. The Charter states
that an FBI undercover agent can commit
crimes:

1. to obtain information or evidence
necessary for paramount prosecutive
purposes;

2. to establish and maintain credibility
or cover with persons associated with
the criminal activity under
investigation.

Likewise it allows an informant to break the

law if approval is received from a higher-up I\'\-\.

FBI official.

words, an FBI agent can violate even the
few paltry restrictions in the Charter and no
one is permitted to sue him. Any discipline is
left to his superiors in the agency. We know
how useless that is.

Question: If this is the case, what can we do’[
Answer: There is always the Consti

and the political police function of the FBI.
Moreover, it is being pushed by Ted Ken-
nedy, who presumably hopes to be able to
use it to limit dissent when he is President.
Only strong public opposition will stop this
Charter.

The Bill of Rights, with its guarantees of free
speech, its prohibition against searches and
arrests without warrants, and its protection
of privacy, is a far better protection of our
liberties than any FBI Charter written by the
FBL. We should all be fighting to insure that
the provisions of the Bill of Rights are car-
ried out, and, not let the FBI legitimize its
functions as a political police. If an FBI
agent violates our Bill of Rights he can be
sued, unlike the Charter,

Question: This Charter sounds like an early
beginning to 1984, What are the chances that
it will be passed? What can be done to stop it?
Answer: The fight against the charter is one
of the most critical fights facing the Ameri-
can people today. It would legalize repression
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JOIN THE STRUGGLE
DEMAND CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS

11

1919 it has been engaged in repression of

political rights of the American people. "

Ironically, it is after the recent exposure ofl
the FBI's repressive and illegal tactics that
the FBI proposes such a law.

The FBI needs restrictions. Political sur-
veillance must stop. The use of informers
and infiltrators—some of whom act as agent
provocatuers—must stop. The invasion of
peoples’ privacy and the falsification of facts
must Stop. There must be no more dirty
tricks, no more cover ups and no more mur-
der . . . in the name of national security.

Thc victims of these illegal tactics include
people and organizations of many different
shades. They are working people. They are
unemployed. They are Blacks. Puerto
Ricans. Native Americans. Church-people.
Anyone who takes their constitutional rights
seriously and tries to put them into practice.

But the problem is not just how to limit
the FBI. The problem is how to ensure the
constitutional rights of all the American
people. This problem cannot be solved if the
FBI Charter becomes law.

More importantly—because not even the
best and most restrictive of charters would

The purpose of this Special 1ssue is to ask
you whether you want to see the’legalization
of the practices described here. If you do not
and you wish to join in the struggle to defeat
this Charter then you can help:

¢+ Pass this paper on

Sign the enclosed petition and circulate
among your friends, co-workers and in
your community, Church and unioh.

* Write the Senate Judiciary €Committee
and the House Sub-Committee on
Civil and Constitutional Rights.
(Addresses on Petition)

Organize activities; seminars,
discussions, teach-ins on the Charter
and political prisoners in America in
your community.

+ Stop Political Police.

The Lessons of the Law

By William Kunstler

Civil rights and anti-war activists in the 1969's learned some pointed lessons gbout the
law in the struggle for human rights. Far from advancing the cause of liberty, we
discovered that the courts were, at best, helpless. At worst, the legal system was an
open enemy of social progress. Only when the gap between the ideals of the
Constitution and the reality of American life grew wide enough to be publicly
noticeable could we obtain some momentary victories.

We aiso learned that both criminal and
lnd civil litigation nﬁectm; us oould be
d into eff 1 and

h

authorities lves on trial formed
their counroom struggles into platforms for

absolutely guarantee to | the

of the FBI—the first step in gaining our
political rights is to demand the freeing of
all political prisoners. For it is people like
Geronimo Pratt and Leonard Peltier who
have put their lives on the line for ail of us
and our political, social and economic rights,

or, g forums. Think of the Chicago
Conspiracy Trial, the prosecution of Philip
Berigan -& Co. in Harrisburg, Pa., and the
Vietnam Veterans against the War (VVAW)
in Gainsville, Florida. In these and many
other casés, the commitment of those in-
volved to take the offensive and put the

the gospel about the extent and
depth of white racism and the crimes of the
war in Vietnam.

State and federal “investigating” commit-
tees, such as the House UnAmerican Activi-
ties Committee and the Senate Internal Se-
curity Committee, were effectively neutral-
ized by the counter-offensive waged by those

subpoenaed to appear before them and their
supporters. As in the courtroom, the strategy
was to confront those responsible for these
legislative committees. By ridicule, refusals
to cooperate and outright fesistance, we de-
stroyed their power to paralyze their targets
by fear. These committees were powerless to
prevent the people who they wanted to vic-
timize from commandeering their forums
and turning them into laboratories ‘on gov-
ernment excesses.

‘Today, strengthened by a Supreme Court
majority hell-bent on destroying the Bili of
Rights, the law is still the corporate state's
most fearsome weapon against the nation’s
dissid The Wilmington 10, the Charlotte
3, the El Paso 3, the leaders of the 1973
Wounded Knee takeover, the Attica
Brothers, Angela Davis, H. Rap Brown,
Carlos Feliciano, Daniel Ellsberg and so
many others are ample evidence of this.

We are now confronted by increasingly
repressive legislation, the “FBI Charter Act
of 1979, the still dangerous grandson of
§.1-“S.1437". We must remember the lessons
of the past. Each perversion of the law must
be met by vigorous opposition. Every com-
rade must be defended with great spirit to
save their skins. In the process, we teach the
rest of the citizens that their freedoms are
just as much at stake as that of the defend-
ants. Only by such efforts will it be possible
to keep the candles lit until such time as
we can be bet}ﬁl‘- than we are.

Want to get your FBI files? Send the following notarized letter:

If you do, please help us to help others doing research in this field by filling out the
form below! We're the Counterlntelligence Docamentation Center (CDC), a project

of the Natioual Lawyers Guild Police Crimes Task Force and the Fund For Open

Information & Accountability (FOIA, lnc).

Please fill out the form snd send it to CDC or FOIA, luc. whichever i - oo

geographically closer to you. This will reduce phone bills if we seed to call you with

follow-ap questions.

Director FBI
Washington D.C., 20035
Atteation: FOIA and Privacy Act Branch ~

Dear Sir or Madam:

which you are not releasing.

to waive any fees.

working days.
Name
Birthdate
Birthplace
Mdu“
Notary -

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act-and the Privacy Act of 1974.

I want to request a copy of the file maintained on me. | am also requesting copies
of any documents or other papers which refer to me or any of my adtivities.

I have notarized this letter and givea my full name, birthdate, birthplace, and add

As you know, the amended Act provides that if some parts of a file are exempt from
release the “reasonably segregable” portion shall be provided. | therefore request that
you provide me immediately with a copy of the remainder of the report. 1, of course,
reserve my right to appeal any such decision.

If you determine that some or all of the report is exempt from release, I would
appreciate your advising me as to which exemption(s) you believe covers the material

1 am prepared to pay reasonable costs for locating the requested file and reproducing
it. As you know, the amended Act permits jou to reduce or waive the fees if it “is in
the public interest because furnishing the information can be considered as primarily
benefitting the public.” I believe that this request plainly fits that category and ask you

As provided for in the amended Act, | will expect to receive a mply within ten

~—

Name e

Topic of files

Yun mvered
# of pages

copying costs are sent?

PENDING REQUESTS

FarcdpenfmgFOlAngd
¢ Topic of files

Agmypuvdn(ﬁln(lfml&zdylfﬂedgdmwﬁeﬂ(ﬂiee) .

Wlﬂywhnlhaﬂumdmmthdhummndednmuble

Agucyﬁlureqlutedfmn(lfFBl Specify i Headquarters or Field Office).

OTHER INFORMATION
¢ Would you like to be om our mailing list?

* Do you want to be ideatified as p ing this information publicly so that other
chers can contact you?
Yo O N O :
I Yes: _____ on published list? —_for phone referrals only? -
RETURN TO:

* (DC * FOIA, Inc. :
343 S. Dearborn (Rm. 918) 35 W. 44th Street <
Chicago, Ill. 60604 NYC 10036
Attn: Chip Berlet Attn: A. M. Buitrago .

Dear Friends,

SAY NO TO THE FBI is a one time effort which seeks to inform people about the
dangers to their political and constitutional rights contained in the proposed FBI
charter Bill. One of the reasons why such a proposal could become law is because
the vast majority of the. American people simply aren’t aware that it is happening.
The intelligence community and their sponsors in the US Congresstare not in the
habit of informing the American public about what they intend to do. ’

The Center for Constitutional Rights has paid for 50,000 copies of this new: spaper
to be printed. A drop in the bucket considering the number of peoples lives that
have been affected by the unconstitutional practices of the FBI over the years.
However once the printers plates are made more copies can easily {and
inexpensively) be made. Won't you help us reach thousands more Americans
who’s political and constitutional rights are at stake?

Please help us with your donations-—send as much as you can to help

SAY NO TO THE FBI!

1n




