EDUCATION AND

REVOLUTION
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NE WAY OF UNDERSTANDING what's
0 going on, on the college and the
high school campuses in  the United
States today, is to examine the essence
of education. Basically an education passes
the heritage, learning, the wisdom and the
technology of human history to the coming
generations. We want this information to
be passed on to enable and to help man-
kind continue to survive and cope with the
environment. In terms of surviving and
coping with our environment, hasically,
we have two worlds to deal with. We have
the natural world — the task of surviving
against the given world, the task of eking
a living from the earth itself, for which
technology has been designed. On the
ather hand we have the social world, the
soctal situation. We have an antagonistic
orientation to both of these worlds. We
speak about the natural enemies of man,
including everything from animals to the
weather, and these elements have been
given the label of enemy because they can
Lill people, We have to be able to harness
these forces, we have to be able to adapt
to the natural situation so that our survival
will be enhanced, and for this purpose, sci-
ence and technology, agriculture and in-
dustry, all of these tools have been devel-
oped by mankind through practice in cop-
ing with this physical environment.

We are in the habit of speaking about
vertain things that happen in the social
sitnation that are hostile and inimical to
the prospect of survival for mankind, and
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we also label these with the same designa-
tion of enemy. The distinetion between
the struggle for survival against the physi-
cal environment, and the struggle against
the antagonistic forces and situations in
the social realm is a very important distine-
tion to make, because often the struggle
in the social realm is really the only
struggle that many people are caught up
in. They are not directly involved in strog-
gling against the physical environment, but
their survival does depend upon struggling
within the social realm, in terms of how
the economy is organized, how the political
system is organized, and how the social
svstem itself is organized, so that many
lives are played out against this back-
ground of struggling against the way civil-
ization is presently organized.

The struggle against the physical en-
vironment, of course, is primary. We have
organized our social situation in order to
cope with the physical environment. The
way that we organize agriculture, the way
that we organize industry, the way that we
organize the economy as a whole, the way
that we organize the political situation, all
historically have been towards facilitating
and better enabling us to cope with the
physical environment.

At 1ins ot T think it would be useful
to establish some terminology. The best
terminology | know of, for discussing this
distinction between the struggle within
the physical environment and the struggle
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within the social environment, is the termi-
nology developed by Karl Marx, e desig-
nates the struggle against or within the
physical environment as taking place with-
in the economic base of society. And, upon
the coonomic base of socicty is erected
the superstructure of society. Thus the
struggle within the social realm takes place
within the superstructure and the struggle
in the physical realm takes places within
the economic base, In the economic hise
we find the natural resources, the technol-
ogy, the industry, all the machines and
the tools and the means that mankind has
developed for coping with the physical
environment. They are designated as the
means of production. the means of produc-
ing muterial wealth, goods and commodi-
ties from the natural resources themselves,
But all of the institutions of society, every-
thing from the educational facilities to the
hospitals and the postal service, everything
belonging to the organized aspect of soci-
ety, exist within the social superstructure,
which has been built and sustained by our
means of producing material wealth,
Let's get to the essence of an education,
In a very simple-structured social organiza-
tion, where technology and learmning have
not become complex, it would be possible
for one’s father or one's uncle to pass on
the technology. Your father could teach
you how to fish or your father could teach
you how to farm at a madimentary agricul-
tural level, He could teach yvou how to hunt
with a spear or a rock, or bow and arrow.
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But as the economic condition becomes
mure complex, and as the level of informa-
tion and knowledge and understanding of
the environment increases, to the extent
that socicty requires people to specialize
in passing on this information, then the
problem of education really sets in. When
it was necessary for people to be desig
nated as teachers and to specialize in, or
devate all their time to, passing on this
information, the learning situation itself
had to be centralized as an institution.
Schools, universities, ete., were developed
s0 that the maximum productive use of a
man’s time and energy could be made.
Now vou can readily understand how in a
very complex social situation it would be
undérstood by the community, by every-
body invelved in the social unit, that these
places or institutions of leamning were there
to serve and to benefit the community as
a whole. It would be absurd for a teacher
or one who is charged with administering
the learning process as a whole, it would
be absurd for him to alienate himself from
the community as a whaole or to claim that
he owns the body of information that is a
heritage to mankind; this would be absurd,
it would not be tolerated by the commu-
nity.

OFf course [ have heen writing s though
society was an organism in which people
were in harmony with each other, in which
they cooperated with each other and in
which they were not waging wars of ag-
gression against each other and were not
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