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BY DR. BROADUS N. BUTLER

“We are either going to broaden the [eco 7
. ¢ | nomic, health and educa-
nopal] bound.ar.ze:v of America to include the exiles, or most of us are
going to be joining them.”—Joseph P. Lyford

HE»IRUOMETHING happened
"2 to Detroit. It hap-

S 5 {)heneg;li suddenly—

© ¢) though not without
KO prior warning. It hap-
pened with thorough tactical pro-
fessionalism—though  apparently

yvithout leadership. It happened by
invisible people .whom even Ne-
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groes generally did not know or
recognize.

This something happened to the
city, and the whole city, while al
of the citizens—Negro and white
—were baffled and unbelieving
spectators upon their own paral-
ysis. Before it is over, it will have
cost the citizens possibly 40 lives
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and over 200 million dollars in
looted, vandalized and burnqd
business establishments—and in
burned and gutted homes and

An even greater cost will be the

! sudden sacrifice of the justified—

and still justiﬁable_——-reputation of
this city as being the only city
among all the major cities of the
whole nation which has taken as
many creative initiatives in human
and community relations and
which has built as many strong
bonds of interracial and interfaith
coalitions. It is the one major city
which escaped such violence for a
quarter of a century. It still is
farthest along in the establishment
of a genuinely viable democratic
community where almost every-
body has a meaningful role in the
total enterprise of community life.
That is, everybody except the to-
tally alienated.

What happened had no clearly
enunciated rationale, and none has
yet come forth from any partici-
pant or spokesman. It had no iden-
tifiable leadership. Yet it happened
suddenly, swiftly, sweepingly, ap-
parently without need of these.

Although the phrase “race riot”
was used by communications media
for lack of better terminology, it
was clear even to the news media
that this was neither a race riot nor
a racial demonstration in any pre-
vious sense of that phrase,or by any
parallel with any events of the past
decade. Yet it also could not be
characterized as a rebellion or an
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insurrection by reference to any
present experience. This is because
too few are acquainted with Negro
history—and particularly with the
early revolts of both slave Negroes
and white identured servants. It
takes this special knowledge of
American history to see the prece-
dents.

In connection with previous
demonstrations and riots, we are
accustomed to seeing the buildup
of overt hostilities and to witness-
ing eloquent appeals of spokesmen
being denied or ignored before the
main event. There was none of this
prelude. Moreover, the acts of van-
dalism, then burning, and then
sniping generated neither ethnic,
political, civil rights, moral, nor
social rationale to sustain them;
yet they were sustained.

One most baffling fact is that no
apparent, and certainly no sus-
tained, hostilities were aimed at
either groups or persons other than
those specifically charged with au-
thority to restore order or to quell
fires. There was no person against
person fights, no gangs chasing
cither Negro or white persons, no
racial encounters—and no general
diminution of interracial communi-
cation and social intercourse at any
level in the community. If anything,
one became suddenly conscious of
a heightened degree of interracial
cooperation throughout the com-
munity.

This costly tragicomedy defies
even symbolic association with the
racial epithets of the Black Power
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clique. It is strictly a “negative
power demonstration by the alien
within our midst. That alien has
racial symbolism, but no race. We
are yet to clearly understand this.

The phrase “black power” which
cropped up early and disappeared
of its own inappropriateness, really
had no emotional force in an at-
mosphere of interracial looting, in-
terracial vandalism, interracial in-
cindiarism and interracial sniping.
Except for the location of the initial
incidents, the event cannot even be
described geographically as a ghet-
to phenomenon; so quickly did it
travel from the ghetto to the Ave-
nue of Fashions and the Boule-
vards of luxury establishments.
Even that move was highly selec-
tive in targets. The important thing
is that, within the initial target
area, and before the spreading
flames took their own toll as a re-
sult of firemen being hampered,
the targets were exclusively busi-
ness establishments—and those
were selected as though on a pre-
determined schema. Moreover, the
thoroughness of the selection and
the completeness of the destruction
of so many business establishments
in so widely scattered parts of the
city in so short a time had all of
the earmarks of professionalism,
well rehearsed timing, and even
tactical pre-planning. Yet, sup-
posedly no professional leaders
were evident in any overt identifi-
cation; in fact, no leaders or lead-
ership types were evident.

Equally important, there were
no acts of violence directed against
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not recognizable to any of the more
than 100 human relations, civic
religious, protest, and even extreme
protest groups W hich |1~_11-'I-;' been vo-
cal and active on social 1ssues 1n
Detroit. Nor did thes enlist the
suppert or participation of any of
these groups or organizations in
any cause that they represented as
the looting and vandalism pro-
eressed. For. in truth, they did not
represent i Cause: they represented
a fact.

What then is this fact? This fact
e that the elusive “they” have
many highly developed skills which
the national society, even in the
best city in the nation, will pay a
dearér price for not using or for
turning  into  exper! destroyers
rather than training them and using
them constructively. We must nol
fail to see the symbolism in the

find acceptance among
any respected and legitimate em-
ployers; and, so long as he knows
th_at even if he does, that employer
will not be able to compete in
wages and personal fringe benefits
with the illegal business enterprise;
theq, so long will it be a basic prag-
matic and attractive choice—the
same kind of choice made by the
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