


Newsweek

applauded, and he seemed genuinely
more at ease than at any time since he
came to office.

In the first

I n the space of seven days in April, the
tides of history and the caprice of

fate combined to shake the U.S. with two
mighty convulsions. They came with such
stunning swiftness that the nation had
scarcely time to react to the bright prom-
ise of the first before the second was
upon it-and this one was full of such
dread, shame and outrage that it touched
off flash fires of violence in some 40
cities, brought Regular Army troops into
Washington and sent the smoke of mind-
less arson and rioting drifting over the
White House.

By the end of the week, the murder
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and the

after Mr .

man believed to have been King's assas-
sin-a troubled nation turned to search its
soul and inquire just what had happenedand why. .

The first shock of the week, of course,
had been designed as a therapeutic one.
It came when Lyndon B. Johnson pro-
claimed a bombing pause over most of
North Vietnam-a move that many in-
stantly interpreted as a blatantly cynical
political stratagem designed to enhance
his prospects for renomination in Chicago.
But then Mr. Johnson spoke the twenty
words that shook the world: "I shall not
seek, and I will not accept, the nomina-
tion of my party for another term as
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Reveille in Washington: U.S. tr

tragic consequences it set in train had
all but obscured the earlier developments
toward possible peace in Vietnam. The
President had canceled his trip to Hono-
lulu for a conference with Far East mili-
tary commanders (instead, Gen. William
Westmoreland Hew to Washington), and
was scheduled to go before a joint ses-
sion of Congress with a special message
on civil rights. Throughout the nation,
Hags Hew at half-staff in honor of the
martyred Negro leader, and dignitaries
from all over the U .s. and abroad were
arriving in Atlanta for his funeral.

Thus ended a week as cataclysmic as
any the U .s. has known in a quarter of a
century, and as the initial shock waves
subsided-and the FBI and Memphis po-
lice pressed the search for the white
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your President." With that, the bombing
pause became an earnest gesture for
peace, and touched off a wave of na-
tional relief and good feeling.

For a brief moment there seemed no
limit to the national euphoria. The ten-
sions, the bitterness and the cumulative
rancor in the land seemed somehow to
find a final catharsis. The stock market
traded more shares in one day than at
any time in its history, and the Dow
Jones average jumped a phenomenal 20
points. Hanoi responded favorably to the
bombing pause, and Mr. Johnson, true
to his word, agreed to send U .s. diplo-
mats to meet with North Vietnamese
envoys for talks everyone hoped would
lead to peace negotiations. Everywhere
he went, the President was cheered and


















