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ites in places like Oklahoma resented

Blacks. Whites in these places came in

two categories. Very rich and poor. And the rich
took full advantage of the poor. They ran
roughshod over their land rights to build the
railroad. Cattle barons with spreads of 800 square
miles ran down poor farmers and sheep ranchers.

The only thing that made poor whites of any
value at all was the fact that they were white.

Later oil was discovered and some poor whites
got rich, and some rich whites got richer. Rich
whites became more autocratic and poor whites
became more desperate.

By the turn of the century Blacks were doing
well in Oklahoma despite the racism. They
consolidated into a segregated area in Tulsa and
tried to build something. Some Blacks had
money having been given land by Creek Indians
who had enslaved them but later intermarried with
them. On the Indian land had been discovered
oil! Whites couldn’t figure out how to take it
from them so they made Blacks miserable.

In response Blacks had become tight knit.
Blacks had their own everything. Their own
clubs, homes, businesses, even an airport and a
movie theatre so they would not get beaten up
doing down town to see a movie.

Greenwood had beautiful homes and well
tended gardens, bus lines, hotels,
restaurants, and their own hospital and school.
There were Black doctors, lawyers, teachers,
shop keepers, saloon keepers, dress shops, barber
shops and hair dresser shops. And Btacks who
had heard about Greenwood were moving there.

Blacks felt for the first time a sense of pride
and well being because they needed no one and
did not have to depend on whites for anything.

Whites lie when they claim they want
Blacks off their backs and doing for
themselves. That is in fact when they hate
and fear Blacks most.

On the morning of Monday, May 30, 1921,
a 19-year-old bootblack named Dick Rowland
brushed up against a white female elevator
operator in the Drexel Building at Third and Main
Streets, in downtown Tulsa. The woman, Sarah
Page, cried out and maintained the boy brushed
up against her on purpose. She ordered him off
the elevator but he maintained he had to go up to
an office to shine the shoes of a regular customer.

His impertinence caused white males nearby
to fly into a rage. And rumors began to fly that a
Black male had assaulted a white woman.

Rowland became afraid and ran home to
Greenwood to hide. When word got out Blacks
were angry. They had heard this story before.

A poor white trash women making a fuss
because some Black guy looked at her. The
Black town rallied around Rowland.

Nevertheless, Sarah Page was pressured into
filing a charge of assault against Rowland
maintaining he a tried to rape her, and he was
arrested that afternoon.

In Tulsa poor whites had a strong Ku Klux
Klan of over 3,000 members. Whites resented
Black prosperity and were looking for an excuse
to take the Blacks down. The Tulsa Tribune
printed a fabricated, sensational and untrue
account of the incident maintaining Blacks were
becoming too impertinent and out of their place
to openly assault a white woman and what were
decent white men going to do about it.
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hite males as young as 13
ere deputized - Blacks were

shot on sight. (Oklshoma Archives )

Eddie Gates of the Tulsa
Riots Reparations
Commission.






















