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dngust, 19065, rioling. In the backeround, another |!n'r|rf+'.'r.fl'|ri-".' tensely stands guard
with a shotean (o hold back the angry, -Surging mob (el as allacking [Mssing
maotorists and looting stores. Long Beach Independent Press-Telegram Staf Photo




T his photograph taken during the first night of rioting shows a laughing erowd
pressing afmnst a patrol car while police officers attempted to disperse the mobs
plaguing South Los Angeles. Associated Press Wirephote vin Wide World Photos

minutes loter, the cirele of ourious onlookers had erown

lo g erowd of nearly 300 persons clamoring for vantage

potnts to see what was happening,

The Fryes reached the scene comncidental with the

arrival of Minikus' motoreyele partner, Bob Lewis, the

patrol car senl to transport Marguette Frye to jail, and
the tow trock that would impound the automobile,
The sequence of events was important because the
things that transpired at the scene were to spark the
riotinge,  lThe Cahiormia Highwov Pairel handling of

thit arrest later was o be sorutinized minutely,

Almost ns many variations az to what happened as
thisre were people in the crowd were to emerge afte)
the ineident.

Police Chief Wilhham Parker believed that the affai
would never have gotlen out of hand 1f his men had

1

handled the sttaaiyon.

“1 believe that if our officers had made this arrest,”
Parker later said, questioning the experience of Cali-
wrmin Hhghway Patrol officers. “which marked the

beginning of this (violence i, that this riot would never

have occarred.”

Mayor Samiel Yorty also charged the CHP. offic-

ers with “bad judegment”™ and gquestioned their training.

The commissioner of the Califormin Hizhwav Patrol,
Brodford Crittenden, retorted by declaring  that  his
officers “are the bestdrained lew “enforcement men in
the world™ and branded the Parker and Yorty charges
as “unwarranted.”

“Particularly 15 1t difficult for me to understand
1*.||-3.,-' Critenden samd after the r|1;1r|r:4_'5 were made, il
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A Negro wounded in the head by o Natonal Guardsman [ies on the strect while
@ soldier opens o first aid kit, The man, o passenger in a car on which troeps [ired

when of went throueh a roadblock, was dead on arrival at o hospited.  [he driver of
the automoblile also war filled. Associated Press Wirephoto via Wide World Photos
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Holding two guns, a police officer QUESIIONS @ youngster
found in o grocery store in the riot area. Police said
the ehild told them he “was just browsing” after looters
fled from the store, United Press International
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gscaped njury,
The eovaner’s jury that later ruled the death “justi-

fHalile homicide” recopwed evidence that Flores” blood
contmined  enouzh aleohol fur him o be resarded as
o aliod

Severtheless, the man's  fomily  reported
thot Albert and Richard went (o the troobled section to
ke the latters in-laws o =alety,

Fireman Warren [ Tilson, 31, died tragically when
a will collap=ed on him while batthineg a market fire set
by rioters of 12l Streel and Central Avenue

surviving him was his wife, Carole, an expectan
priithieer,

The dav-lougz rioting w2 (o continge into the nizht
despite  the curfew and increased oumber of troops,
whase numbers were o reach 1300 by midoicht Sat-
urday,
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National Guardsmen began riding on fire trucks to
protect firemen from snipers and rock throwing mobs.

Troops and law enforcement officers waged a gun
battle with rioters against the backdrop of blazing
buildings during Saturday night's bigeest fire, The
blaze engulled stores on Breadway belween 46th and
deith Streets and beeanse of the sunfighting, firemen
were forced to dtand by as the buildings were destroyed.

While the curfew cleared the streets of the immense
mobs which reigned the previous nights, smaller groups
of arsonists and looters made their way fanatically and
turtively through the area.

Blasts of gunfire frequently broke the stillness of
the warm might.

anipér fire bogan to plagoe the Watls police station,
15260 East 103rd Street, Irom the second floor of an
adjoining building., Troops fired back amd the harass-
ment stopped.

Investizators later found the body of Andrew Houston,
41, dead from gunshot, in the building along with two
loaded rifles. He had arrived in Los Angeles only two
weeks earlier from his native Loulsiana.

Pespite the increased number of troops supplement-
g the law enforcement officers, the frequent armed
patrals, and the reports of rioters being shot, the looters
furtively and fanatically continued 1o pillage stores.
It was almost as though they were templing death.

Many of the deaths, even though coroner’s juries
later ruled them “justifiable.” had pitiful aspects.

William V. Caston, 37, a widower and a Negro, was
dizgcovered in a liquor store at 4851 Compton Avenue
al approximalely 945 pone holding a revolver, identi-
ficd by the shop’s owner as one he left in the premises.
When Caston failed to drop the wespon at their com-
mand, Police Officers Nicholas Bakay and Charles €.
Hudson fired. Caston fell mortally wounded.

With Caston at the time, police reported. weére his
son, Larry, 12, and the bov's cousin, Henry Burroughs,
13. The j.'l.lL.Il]I:b were nol hurl, |

“That was my father.” police quoted Larry as saying.
“1 went intt the liquor store with my father,”

The cousin’s statement o police also was read intao
the record atl the imguest wheré Caston's death was held
e be “justifiable homicide durinz a riot in which he
Wis -l'.'l'lmril‘l'lltiu;._: ol [:'.ln;}nj..'."

"l went into the liquor store with my uncle and
Larry,” police said Henry Burroughs told them. “We
went in to steal stuff. My onclé found the pun inside

and then the offiver came and shot $1% un e, Hl" uncle
was holding the sun in his hand and 1 goess he waz-
trving o 2t away.

Custon, also known as William ¥V, Kinz, was a native
of Louisiana, had resided in Los Angeles for 18 years,
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