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Power to the people, brothers and
sisters. I would like to thank you for
my presence here tonight because you
are responsible, I would be in a maxi-
mum security penitentiary if it weren’t
Jor the power of the people. So yow’'re
responsible, and only you.

I would like to petition you to do the
same for Bobby Seale, our Chairman,
I Jor Ericka Huggins for Angela Davis,
fny tha Now York 2] and the Soledad

all political prisoners
f war. Free the people.
ith of November we will
s Revolutionary Consti-
tion in Washington, D,C,
2 that convention if the
come. Because, after
1re the makers ofworld
reople are responsible
So how can we have a
e have no people? Some
at we can have a peo-
ton without the people
think that, that was the

wld like to outline for
‘anther Party’s program
t how we arrived at our
ition and why we feel it
stitute a Ten-point Pro-
Point-Program that is
wy_in itself, nor is it
g_survival program, We
e people are threatened
ecause racism and fas-
pant, Not only in this
roughout the world, And
e in North America are
2 parties, We intend lo
hat. In order to change
be a total transforma-
such time that we can
tal transformation, we
order to exist, we must
wefore, we need a sur-
“en-Point Program is a
rothers and sisters. In
t is necessary for our
0 up healthy, with minds
ional and creative, They
if they do not get the
n. That is why we have a
ram jor children, We
ity heIth  rogyams,
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We have a bussing program, We call
it the bus for relatives and parents of
prisoners., Because we realize that the
fascist regime who operate the prisons
throughout America would like to do
their treachery in the dark. If we get
the relatives and the parents and friends
to the prisons, they can expose the
treachery of the fascists. So this too
is a survival program,

We must not take our survival pro-
grams as an answer lo the problem,
We don’t even claim it to be a re-
volutionary program. Because revolu-
tions are made of sterner stuff. We
do say that if the people are not here,
then, of course, revolution cannot be
achieved because the people make re-
volution., The people make revolution
and only the people. The theme of our
People’s Revolutionary Constitutional
Convention is ‘‘Survival Through Ser-
vice to the People.’”’ At our conven-

tion, we will present our total survival.

program. The survival program works
very much like a first-aid kit, or per-
haps the kit that is used when a plane
Jalls and you find yourselfinthe middle
of the sea on a rubber raft. And you'll
need a few things such as a first-aid
kit and a few protein tablets in order
to last until you can get lo the shore,
until you can get to that oasis where
you can be happy and healthy. If you
do not have those things necessary to
get you to that shore, then possibly
you will not exist. At this time, the
ruling circle threatens us to the ex-
tent that we’ve afraid that we might
not exist to see the next day or see
the revolution. The Black Panther Party
will not accept the total destruction of
the people. Matter of fact, we have
drawn a line of demarcation and we will
no longer tolerate fascism, aggression,
brutality and murder of any kind. Matter
of fact, we will not sit around and allow
ourselves to be murdered, Eachperson
has an obligation to preserve himself,
If he does not preserve himself, then
I accuse him of suicide, I accuse him
of reactionary suicide because a re-
actionary set of conditions will cause
his death. I repeat, if we do nothing
we might die the death of areactionary
suicide, That is, by doing nothing we
are accepling the situation. The
situation is a condition of reaction, so,
therefore, a reaction will cause our
death, We will not accept that. Matter
of fact, we say that if the alternatives
are very narrow, we still will not sit
around, We will not die the death of

the Jews in Germany. We would rgther
die the death of the Jews in Warsaw,

Yes, because we feel that where
there is courage, where there is self-
respect and dignity, there is a pos-
sibility that we can change all of the
conditions and that we can possibly
win. And this is called revolutionary
enthusiasm and it is the kind of stuff

. that is needed in order to guaraniee
 a victory, We say that if we must die,

then we will die the death of the re-
volwtionary suicide. The revolutionary
suicide that says that if I am put
down, if I am driven out, I refuse lo
be swept out with a broom, I would
much rather be driven out with astick,
because with the broom, when I am
driven out, it will humiliate me and
I will lose my self-respect. Bul if I
am driven out with the stick, then at
least I can vemain with the dignity of
a man and die the death of a man,
rather than die the death of a dog.
Of course, our veal desire is to live,
but we will not be cowed, we will not
be intimidated.

I would like to explain to you the
method that the Black Panther Party
used to arrive at owr ideological
position, and, also move than that, I
would like to give to you a framework
o7 a process of thinking that might
help us solve the problems and the
contradictions that exist today. Today
the world is very complicated. There
are many things in operation at the
same time, It reminds me of a little
saying, ‘‘When I was a boy, what was
so was so, what was not was not, Now
I am a man, things have changed a
lot. Some things nearly so, others,
not, It is a puzzlement’. How do we
solve this? We must approach the pro-
blem attempting to get a clear picture
and a clear image of veally what’s
going on, really what is going on di-
vorced from our attitudes and emotions
that we usually project into a situation,
In other words, we will attempt to be
as objective as possible. We will be as
objective as possible without accepting
dogma; we will let the facts speak for
themselves. But we will nolt remain
totally objective because knowledge and
facts are no good if we do nol put
them to good use to serve our in-
terests, So we will become subjective
when we apply the knowledge that we
received from the external worldusing
the scientific method. But at that time,
we will admit that we will be subjective,
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people think they are Marxists ~—
actually they are following theth
of Hegel. Some people think th
Marxists-Leninists and they rej
be creative, So, therefore, they’
to the past. They're tied to a vk
that does not apply to the pres
of conditions. They are lied to
of thoughts that edges upon dogm
what we somelimes call, flunk:

Marx attempted to set wp afi —~-
work, Just as in mathematics y¢
velop certain equations to unde:

a certain phenomena, and aftc
learn some things about a part
set of conditions, then you try to
on and apply that framework to
things, or those principles, And 1
not afraid of the outcome becau:
know  that things  change
youw're willing to acknowled

| change because yow're objective
cause yourealize the method that )
using, if yow're using the metl
dialectical materialism, you don’s cven
expect to find the same thing even one
minute after you found it the last time,

because then that's history. And if
things are in a constant state of trans-

| Jormation, we will not expect for them
to be the same. So, therefore, words
that we wused to describe the old
phenomena perhaps will be useless to
describe the new. And if we use the
old words to describe events past then
we might confuse people. They might
think that things are static and thevre-

1 fore contradicting the theory of dia-
lectical materialism,

In 1917, an event occurred in the
| Soviet Union that was called a revolu-
tion, Two classes had a contradiction
and the whole country was transformed,
In this country, 1970, the Black Pan-
ther Party issued a document. Our
Minister of Information, Eldridge
Cleaver, who now is in Algeria, wrote
the pamphlet and it was called *‘On
the Ideology of the Black Panther
Party’’, In that work, Eldridge Cleav-
er stated that the proletarians in this
country al this time, or the industrial
worker, does not carry the potential-
ities for vevolution, He claimed that
*he left wing of the proletarians, the
umpen proletarians, carvy that revolu-~
tionary potential and in fact would carry
the people of the world to the final
climax of the transformation of society,
ind, therefore, will act as the van-
yuard. It has been stated by some
beople, by some parties, by some or-
janizations, by Progressive Labor
t Partv that it is imbossihlo How ran
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in fact how can they do it when his-
tory shows that only the proletarians
have carried owt a successful social
revolution? I would agree that it is
necessary for the people who carryout
a social revolution to represent the
popular majority’s interests. It is ne-
cessary for this group to representthe
broad masses aof the people, I would
agree lo that, In the Soviel Union, 1917,
we analyzed what happened there, I
would agree that the lumpen prole-
tariany are aclually the minorityinthis
counlry, Nodisagreemani, It seems that
Mue contradicted myself, It only goes
to show that what's apparent might not
actually be a faet. Sometimaos we think a
thing is really a contradiction and il's
only paradoxical, Il might seem whal
s nof, vou see. So whal we will do
15 tear this thing apart; we will analyze
it, In the Soviel Union, n I9IF, tha
Sovial [nion was basically an agricul-
tural soctgty, that of a very large pea-
santry., Theve was a set of social con-
ditions existing there at .I:nql'..,ti.mg iy
were responsible for the develepm
a small industrial base, g P
twho worksd in this industrial®
they called tham proletarions, Lo
using Marx's (heory,
because he was nol a historical ma-
terialist, he was a dialectical matey-
falist, and, therefore, he was very in-
tavested in the ever changing stalus of
things. He saw thal while the prole-
tarignswere a minority al that lima,

in 917, they had the polenbialfly lo
carry oul a revolulion becawse their
class wag on the wpsurge and the pea-
santry was on the decline. That was
one of the conditions. The prolelarions
were destined (o be a popular force,
Thay also cavrigd the nocessary pro-
perties lo carry oul a revolwtion thal
resembled a secialist vevolulion,

In this country, the Black Panther
Party taking corveful note of the dia-
lectical method, laking carvefd nofe of
the soctal trends and the ever changing
nalure af things, see that while the
lumpan. pyoletarians are the minority
and tha proletarians, the majority, we
also see that technology is developing
al such a rapid rale thal we'll start
with gutomation, go o cybermation, and
then go from theve probably into tech-
rocracy, As I cameinto towun [ saw MIT
over the way, [f the wnuling cirvels
mains in power, £ seems lo m@g*That
they would go on developing their tech-
nological machinery. They would go on
developing their technological ma-
chinery because at the capitalist’s
hands and the vuling circle’s hands,
they're not interested in the people,
So, therefore, I would expect from him

atof T
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the logic that he’s always followed.
That is to make as much money as
possible and pay the people as little
as possible, unless the people demand
more and finally demand his head. At
this time, if vevolution does not occur
almost immediately, and I say almost
immediately because the trend is that
tecknology is making leaps, (It made a
leap all the way to the moom.) and if
the wuling circle remains in powar,
the proletarion worker, the proletarian
working class, will definitely be on the
decline, because they will be unans
plovables and, thevefore, swell the
vanks of the Lumpens, who are eh-
employabies. s d
the nwling civele dees not nead I‘.ll'r!-'ﬂ.
any more, So every worker is ;,nji'q?-
pavdy becouse of the rule of they
circle. And his is why we 3
the lumpen-profetarians carry
tenitiality for revolution and i fot .
probably carry out the revolution and,
in the near fulure, will be the o

class, the majority. Of cou
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5!}1.1; tura fr}n-gﬂﬁﬂ;lﬂlﬂl: clags Im
ture lo a soclalistic Efall‘ m

and finally to w
words, from copitalist sta ﬁlndﬂﬂll
state fo non=siale Cmmun. i

lhink we cam nﬂa‘rll. and ! would ask
for a stipulation, that the slave class
in the world &u wirfually been trans-

formed l!nﬁ*

words, the s chllﬂlthlwrﬁliﬂ

rf.rrlgu.r exists as a significant force, i
and if we could agree fo that, we can -

agrad that classes can ba ermg-nred
titerally out of exislence. If this'is so,
if. tha slove class con disabpear and
hecome somathing alse; or not disap-
bear, but fust be tronsformed and lake
an other characlerisiics, then it's also
true that #hroletarion or the in-
dusirigl sorking class can possibly be

rmed oul of existence, Of course

thi""l'wnp]'e would not disappear, they

Swondd orly tfoke on other ativibutes

The attribute that I'm mlervested m is
the foct that the ruling civele would
not need him, and if the ruling circle
is in control ofthe means of production,
then he will be called an unemployable
or a lumpen. So, I think that’s logical,
I think that's dialectical. I think it
would be very strange to say only the
slave class could disappear.

Uneamployables becgusa

| O i other

wage slove. In other '.
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Fou know, Marx was a very infelligent
man, He was nod g dogmatist bicouse
he said this, He said, "' One thing 'm
not: 'm not a Marxisi'', Inother words,
he was Grving to warm, he was brying
to tell Progressive Labor Party and
plhers nol lo accept the past as the
fAresent or the fidure, et fo wunder-
Stand it and be able to predict what
milght hoppen in the futtere and, there-
f@re, act m an ntelligent way so that
pfcan bring about the revolulion that

Gl i,
ber loking those things wnder con-
@ iion, we see that as time changes
:. the world is transformed, that

il some new definitions fo the
o, Secause if wa keep using the

P s people might think the old
pRAclil] exists, Therefore, they

Jallacious picture of the
Thay will think that the world 15
"m!d be pery amaozed if the
ditions thal existed in I917
by in existence foday, Mat-
fou know Marx and Lenin

ma uiere
place, push
dins. I sounds
'_ rian working

I !.fgm,.l could
50 .!.Faal

manifastation, o

the happingss, the
plmm M man ﬂm fnl
ua!’uﬂ.

and Ilze
eek and

velopad the l'rmt.".ﬁ:ﬁ'llrj to such puinf
whare ke con kive a growh of
lized people called ﬁtﬁhﬂ
the near future ha will be able
this, and the technograt will
specialized until he connet reall
identified as a proletorion, In
that group of men will beiso
until we will have to do somet
lo explain the other people; we 1
have lo come wp with another de it
tion. Now, sometimes when we theo
rize we can argue all day, We can
greue all doy and (f we hove no
practical application of a theory we

dudes when {8 came

will come up with nothing worthwhile,
S50 I'm saying that in spite of the
criticism thol we've received from cer-
tain paople, we would say in proc-
tice many of owr activities would be
the same. That s becouse people
would not disappear, not with our
survival program they will nof, They
will nol disappear, They wdll still
be arvound, So, therdfore, bhe Black
Panther Party savs il's perfectly cor-
rect to organize the prolefarians be-
cause  after he's kicked owt of the
Jactory, becouse he'll be called un-
employable or lumpen, doesn't stop
oy fransform his interest which is
te live, ond ftn order lo lve he has
to eal, So his best intarest is lo seize
the machinery that ke has produced
o that he can produce the abwndance
s0 he and his bretheren can lHve,
Now, I'm saying, thal we will nol wait
until the prolelariay becomes the Tum-
penproletarien to educate him, Today
we must Lt the consciousness of tha
people so0 that we can gel a clear
pictura af -uim! is to be done, We
: _b_ﬁ_cmsu the wind

wers flow, fimes

fand wa con'l go home
go back fo owr mo-

A% the United States, ov what I like
call Novth America, was transformed
at the hands of the ruling cirvcle from
a nation fo an empirg, (hecause an
empive is a nation ransformed) i
coused a fotal chamge in the world,
bocause no part of a thing interrelated
can change and leave everybhing else
the same, So when the Uniled Stales,
or North Amarica, bescame an empire
it changed the whole compositiong and
the whole phenomena in the world,
There were other nations in the world,
But empive means that the ruling circle
who lfves in the ampive, or the im-
perialist, controls all other nations.
Now zome time ago in history thera
existed o phenomena we called, well
1 call, primitive empire, That wxs the
Roman Empire becouse the Romans
controlled all of the known world, But
in fact they did not lmow all of the
world, so therefore, some nalions still
evisted because thay did not control
afl of the land. In modern days, I
would like for you lo slipulaeie thal
probably all of tha world is Imown as
far as where any large number of
people live. So the United Stales os
an empire would necessarily have lo
conlrol the whole world or affect that
part that il doesn't contral 50 e
until we would ecall that control, We
also see thal if we understand dia-
lectics that every delermination brings

E.|

about a limitation and every limitation
brings about a determination. In other
words, while one force may give rise
to one thing, it might crush other things
or even itself. In other words, we might
have a concept we call the negation of
the negation. Meaning, we might say
that while in 1917 the ruling circle
created an industrial base and used the
system of capitalism they were also
creating the necessary conditions for
socialism, They were doing this be-

cause it is necessary in ovder to have
a socialist society to have some cen-
tralization of the wealth, we would have
to have some equal distribution of the
wealth, we would have lo “ave somsz
harmony between the peop’e.

First I will roughly give you some

, characteristics that any people who call

themselves a nation should have, These
are economic independence, cultural
determination, control of the political
institutions, territovial integrity and
safety.

In 1966, we called ourselves, that is,
the Party, a Black nationalist Party.
We called ourselves Black nationalists
because we thought that nationhood was
the answer. Shortly after that we de-
cided that what was really needed was
revolutionary nationalism, that is, na-
tionalism plus socialism, After an-
alyzing the phenomena a little move,
we found that it was impractical and
even a contradiction. So, therefore, we
went to a higher level of consciousness.
We saw that in order to be free--
and this is what we veally want, to
be free--we thought the nation would
make us free--we saw that in ovder
to be free we had to crush the ruling
circle and, thevefore, we had to unite
with the peoples of the world, so we
called ourselves Internationalists. We
sought solidarity with the peoples of
the world. We sought solidarity with
what we thought were the nations of the
world., But then what happened? We
found that because everything’s ina
constant state of transformation and
that because of the development of
technology, because of the development
of the m1ss media, because of the fire
power of the imperialist, because of
the fact that the United States is no
longer a nation but an empire, that
nationhood did not exist, because they
did not have the criteria for nation-
hood. Because their self-determination
was destroyed, because their economic
determination was destroyed, because
their cultural determination was lrans-
formed--and I would like for you to
strike *‘destroyed”, I would like for
you to put in ““transformed’’. Excuseé
me--all of the nations were trans-

continued on next page
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formed at the hands of the imperialist
and the ruling circle in the interests
of the imperialists. So we found that
in ovder to be an internationalist, we
had to be also a nationalist, or at
least acknowledge nationhood. So all
internationalists are also nationalists,
because, if I understand that word,
“inter’’ means some inter-relationship
between things and ‘‘nationalism’’ or
““nationhood’’ means the interrelation-
ship between a group of nations. Now
if no nation is in existence and in fact
the United States is an empire, that
would make it impossible for us to
be internationalists. We are no longer
internationalists, we’re not afraid about
that, Matter of fact lwe will try to
shed light wpon it, and we will define
the new transformation and the
phenomena, and we will call ourselves
‘“Intercommunalists’’, Because nations
have been transformed into com-
munities of the world,

So tonight, the Black Panther Parly
would like to disclaim Internationalism
and  support Intercommunalism., We
have a problem. You know Marx and
Lenin felt with the information that
they had, that when non-state finally
came to be areality, it would be caused,
or ushered in by the people and by
Communism. A strange thing happened.
The ruling reactionary circle through
the process of being an imperialist,
transformed the world into what we
call reactionary intercommunalism.
They laid seige upon all the com-
munities of the world, dominating the
institutions to such an extent that the
people are not sevved by the institu-
tions in their land. The Black Pan-
ther Party would like to reverse that
and lead the people of the world into
the age of Revolutionary Intercommun-
alism, This would be the time when
the people seize the means of pro-
| duction, distribute the wealth and the
technology in an egalitarian way to the
many communities of the world,

We see very little difference in what
happens to a community here in North
Amevica and what happens to a com-
munity in Vietnam, We see very little
difference in what happens, even cul-
turally to a Chinese community in
San Francisco and a Chinese com-
munity in Hong Kong, We see very
little difference in what happens to a
Black community in Harlem and a
Black community in Sowth Africa, a
Black community in Angola and Mozam-
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bique., We see very little difference,

So what has actually happened, that
non-state has already been ac-
complished, but it’s reactionary. A
community by way of definition is a
comprehensive collection of insti-
tutions which serve the people who live
there. It differs from a nation, be-
cause a community evolves around a
greater structure that we usually call
the state and the state has certain
control over the community, It also
serves the community if the adminis-
tration represents the people or if the

administration happens to be the peo-
ple’s commissar. It’s not so at this
time, so there’s still something to be
done. I spoke earlier aboult the ne-
gation of the negation. I spoke earlier
about the fact of wvedistribution of
wealth, We think that it's very im-
portant to know that in the world today
that socialism in the United States
will never exist. Why? It will not exist
because it cannot exist, Also I would
say, socialism cannot at this time exist
any place in the world. Because social-
ism would requive a socialist slale,
and if state does not exist how could
socialism exist? So how do we define
certain progressive countries such as
the People’s Republic of China? How
do we describe certain progressive
counlries, or communities as we call
them, as the Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea? How do we define
certain communities as North Vietnam
and the Provisional Government in the
South? How do we explain these com-~
munities, if in fact they too cannot
claim nationhood. We say this: we say
they represent the people’s liberated
territory. They represent a community
liberated. But that community is not
sufficient, it is not satisfied, just as
the National Liberation Front is not
satisfied with the liberated territoryin
the South. It is only ground for pre-
paration for the liberation ofthe world,
seizing of the wealth from the ruling
circle and equal distribution and pro-
portional representation in an inter-
communal framework. This is what the
Black Panther Party would like to
achieve with the help of the power of
the people because without the people
nothing can be achieved,

I stated that in the Uniled States
socialism would never exist, I say that
in order for a revolution to occur in
the United States, you would have to

have a redistribution of wealth not on
a national level, but an international
level, not on an international level, but
on an intercommunal level, and this is
because how can we say that we have
accomplished revolution and 7e-
distribute the wealth just to the people
here in Novth Amevica when the ruling
circle itself is guilty of trespass de
bonas as per tadas. That is, they've
taken away the goods of the people of
the world, transported them to
America, and used them as their very
own. That is a tort.

Now remembey in 1917, when the re-
volution occurved, you had a redistri-
bution of wealth on a national level
because nations existed. Now, if you
have to think in terms of planning an
economy on a world wide level, on an
Intercommunal level, that says some-
thing. That says that the people have
been ripped off and it’s very much like
the people in one country being ripped
off. And when the people seize the means
of production then they redistribute, So
we say this: we say reparvation will not
even serve because the people havenot
only been robbed of their raw ma-
terials, their raw materials have also
been invested, their raw materials have
been made into a technological
machine--the people are responsible
for that--so the people of the world
will have to have control of that, not
for X amount of time, not for a limited
amount, but it’s theirs. So all I can
see in order to plan a real Intercom-
munal economy is that we will have to
acknowledge how the world is hooked
up together. We'd also have toacknow-
ledge that some time ago, nations could
exist because technology had not ad-
vanced to the level it is now.

Some people will argue that nations|
still exist because of the cultural dif-
ferences, By way of definition, just
for practical argument, culture is a|
collection, or learned patterns of be-
havior. We see that here in the United
States, Black people, Africans, were
raped from the mother country, were
brought heve, and we’'ve literally lost
most of our African values. Perhaps|
we still hold onto some surviving
Africanisms, but by and large you can
see the transformation. This was
achieved through a long stay, but also
through the high technological sociely
that has a tremendous mass media
and indoctrination center, We see that
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