THE BLACK
PANTHERS

HE Black Panther Party in the pooples
Trlu.rt_v We are fundamentally interested in
one thing, that ls, freeing all people from all
forms of slovery in order that every man will
by hedn own muster

At prosent men are engaged in o struggle
for sedf-determination on both an sthnic amd
an intemational level, People everywhem want
to elitninate the dlave master in order to gain
pnered frepdam. People must be imvolyved in
this struggle 30 a to control th decldons that
elect them. A basle tenet of this stroggle and
ita object alo, ia the principle that tdngs we
all comumonly uke snd commonly. need should
be commonly owned. In other words, the peo-
ple should collectively decide exnctly’ what
they need andd they shmild shure fully in the
wenlth they pmduce. To this and the whole
admitnlstration of the government shonld be
subiject 1o the dictutos of the people, something
that docsn't cocur in present capitallstic so-
clety. If the needs of the people are nelther
being met by the prosent form of government
adidnlstratbon ner by the present sconomibc
phitoaophy we tall caplealism, both should be

ent governmoent and its subsidinry btibotiom
wre ilegitimate because they fail ta relate to
the poople snd they fail to meet the needs of
the people. Therefore, they have na right to
pxist. The Blick Panther Party fecls that in
the literost of the people’s pew institotions,
hoth palitical and econnmic, should be estalb-
lished, and that the old Institutions aboukd
disappear.

There s 1o excuse in our modern mes, with
the technology that exists in Ameron, lor peo-
ple to be without the basic necessities of Hife,
to sy nothing of the prychological state man
needs for day to day living.

Black people have been oppressed for so
long that we have forgotten how to make decl.
sions, We suffer from what peychology calls
“Hxation.” We have dooe the mme things over
and ever aguln. Even U no gratification what-
soever results from that sctivity, we still 'go
along with the putmoded values, which are in
strict contradiction o onr very exlstence dm-
ply because we have been programmed, o
doctrinated and totally stripped of our dignity.
Tn America the true basis of creativity & sup-
pressed. Returning to my basle premise, the
value of man, the purpose of man 18 o be fres
End to engiage in productive creativity, This i
the freedom we are talking ubout; this is the
freedom that makes Hfe worth living

The tme has come for black peoplo to start
making decisions that iffect their Hves, While
this may woem like an ensy thing to do, it bt
A man living in modem soclety s alfected bath
by his relationship to production {and con-
sumption }, and his relaticosbip to other men.
Black people have largely been exvcluded from
u significant relotonship to production and
have suffered from inndoguate participation in
oonatienptiom

In nddition, their mlationdhip to other men
has reandted i socinl, a8 well as Foomomic,
oppreasion, These exernal condiions have
produced infernal sutes; Thut i, the explaon-
tans eflered by soclety for the extermal cond]
tomd have boopme internabized, thu poevents
ing black people From exerciving both physical
nnd mental mobdlity, Freud realized that men
bescome il when they feel they have 2o control
over thair Hves, 5o, to free man from thews
forces, e evolved psychoanalysls which at-
templs to moke man awarm of teose ntenal
states) which influenon bl hebivior, The ns-
sumption of prychoannlysis ia that onee man
iz aware of these subeamelouy forees, he can
take the fint steps toward controllig e,
and these stops ame the initial steps towand
freedom. And it i= this type of freedom the
Black Panther Party ks seckdmg.

The truith, the hind tnith which all people,
whiether block or white, must understand i
that the capitalistie system Functions for the
benefit of the ownen of production, whethes
it be classical coplialism, state coplinliom or
manopaly capitalism. The hmetion of prodise.
tiom is to produce controlled distribution that
[I!\G:dl!r‘ﬂl profty. Whatswer K.;i'_ll’l comes trom
prochuction {s colncldental. In other words,
pmﬁln tHon does mot evist for the beoelt of the
prople, but anly for the producers. Thus, man
{5 n tool; ke §s wned bo prodicce snd he b used
1o dispaso of the products of production. When
tat Fudls pa prodluce ar disposs, he i condidered
a counter-productive member of socicty. But
it atigmn attnches to those on weelfare It i ns
if they wene enomies of the stabe

The ultimate form of capitalism, which &
what we have s America toadny, exists whers
a smiall group of men had apother and largoer
group of nem enstaved slmply for profit. What
is missing in this system Is the production of
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Hve he has to produce. Bat in o copltabltic so-
clety he never produces for we, He always
produces for profit. and this is 4 slave situation.

It in & historicel fact that blacks wers
brought to this country for the profit of the
ruling class which at the time were land-
owners, They needed somesne o Bl the sofl
and grow profitable crops, Today we have
shiftod from an agradan economy to a goods-
production econoamy. But the same relation-
ships exist between the private owner nnd the
worker. Mothing has charged. Therofom, for
the-warking people to ba free, they must seize
controd of the means of production.

Al myemibers of the working classes muast
stz the meand of production. This, naturally,
[ricludes hlack people. But as [ wid before, to
do this we must bocome prychologleally free
s that we can b fully eapable of meaningful
self-determination. Capitalism deprives us all
of self-determination, Culy in the conbeit of o=
cinlism c2n men practice the sclf-determifntion
noceisary 1o provide for thelr freedom. This is
the ultimate objective of the Black Panther
Prrty, We are aitempting to transform an
oppressive carvitalistie soclety Into o soclalistio
sockoty in which euch tan shall participate In
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the decisons that afect his life, s making

mnkirg pALTpObe Alsn, in this watem, the
masses of the prople do not participate in the
decisions as to what prodocts shall be gro.
duced, what services offered, or whers elthes
wre to b distributed. This makes for unequal
distribution, which in turn makes for sulffering
and privation for millions of people

Production of goads, and thelr conmmption,
forma the hasis of modern socidl relntiom. He i
who controls production and consemption con
trals evervone in socliety. Beoaus private owns
erahip of the meens of production has sech o
great effect upon sl people it must be de-
stroyed, Everyons has to live, and in order to
him free,

Thare ee steps that will kead to that soeciety. The Black Panther
Party recostndzes that blucks are fn s unlque position n America
Betusse af our heritage, wa are the ane naticnal minority that has
wlways been deprived of all freedom in dotermining owr destiny.
Wi now demand (o be free to stroctum gur ovwn communities so
that we can determing the lnstitutions of the community that will
perpeinate our colture

The Black Panther Party believes that inoonder for cthnde
minarities to b froe we will hove to have sdminlsdtrton who
are responsive to the needs and destres of the people. They will b
in office solely for the purpose of enswering thosn peeds, and the
people will be in & position to make the foal decision of what will
he dome.

In m copitabistic’ society, the vapitabist is not (nerested in o
natimal minarity because it has no proft valoe ta him Black
peepbe can ooly begin 1o experience self-determination when the
profit motive Behind peoc m disappesms. That is why sefi-
determination can ooly work in a soclalistic context, Wa realize
that bot only are blacks kept in 8 shave coodition, all persans in this
courntry are sssentinlly in that condition. In arder for s to become
Free, all citizens will have o be free

There are divisfons in the black community that impede the
path to self-determination snd Freedam. Ooe of these divisions
is between cultural nationalists and revolutiossry nationalits

The tulturl petiounlist seeks refuge by metrosting o some
ancient African behavior pnd culture, and be refuses to take inte
comtidderntion thowe farces that ame acting both on his ;wn groop

and on the warld as & whole. The revolutbonary aationalist seed
that there Is no hope for culiaml or individual expression, or even

hope that his people can cuist na 4 unigue eotity in 8 comphrx
whole as long as the bareavcratic capitaiist s In control

The Black Panthen are revolutionory nationalists. Wie do not
bidieve that Bt B gecesary (o go back o the colture of 1lth cen-
tury Africa. In reality, we must deal with the dynamic prsent b
order to forgn & progressive future. We foel no peed to retroat fo
the past, although we respect out Sfrican heritwgges, The things
that are wselnl in the Afrdoan heritage we will use to deal with the
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forces that areworking on us taday, Those things that are out-
dated, that ase antique, we will look upon with respect, and a fact
af our heritage, but nat s the hasls far o pattert of bohavior to
follaw in the presnt time,

The revalutioniry: nationalist respects peogile, particulardy the
appressed prople, evervwhers and he roulizes all men's eEnmon
strogle for frevdom. And this & what the Black Piinther Party
bs primacily intereited in

There is pnother division among i, one that the’ pew adminls.
tratien under Blehard Nizan b trying to widen: Tt s o cruel
division nnd 4 hoax perpetrated n many sincerm but misguided
black people who still believe they can find thelr froedom and
security In the capltalist system, The tulk todny i for n type of
black copitalisem to parallel white copitsliam, {1s this & return to
separate buk equal lntitutione®) A past of the hinck hourgroisie
#eem fn be caminited to developing, or attempting to develop,
a form of copitaliem within the black community, or the hlack
colony aawe eall it As fir o the musses aro conoormed it weould
merely be traiting oon master for another. A small group of blacks
would control aur desting i this development came to PRsE

Such & notion i remindscent of our sarlier history when we had
black slave masters. A amall percentage of the blucks awned
alaven) they were aur et black brurgeoisde. What wa have todiy
are their apiritoal descendants. And fueat o the eardier black slave
holders failed 1o alleviate the suffering of thelr daves, so today
the black capitalists | those fow in existence | do nathing o allevi-
ato the suffrring of their oppressed black brother

But in o greater serse, blnck capitalism b o hoar. Tack capi-
taltsm s represented as o greal step toward black liberation Tt
it It is 0 ginmt stride away from lberntion. No black capitalist
oan function unless he plays the white mun's game. Worse still,
while the black cupitalist wants to think he Fusctions on his own
terem, har doesn’t, He ds always subject to the whima of e white
capitalist. The rules of black capitalism, and the limits of black

=k & ’ a
capitalivay are set by the white power imactise,

As o mobter of fact, there can be no roal black capitalism be-
enie Ao blacks contml the means of production, AT Bicks can
o bn b illvsloms, They enn deeam af the day when they might
share ownership of the mam of productisn. Bot there s fo free
eaterprise i Amerlen. We have monepely enpltalism which is a
cloved soctety of white Industrialists and their protecton, white
politician in Windhington:

While: strictly speaking them san be oo black capitalism, thees
is 2 black bowrgealsle made up prinarily of hinck profedanals
and small bovdocs operntons. All, regordiess of wealth or accom-
plishment, are vuliject tound contralled by the industriabiste

SHIL within the black commumity there (s somicthing of a closs
meitionshp between all black peopli, megardiess of chass or poi-
téisn, beduse of michan fn this vounkry. It would be in the Interese
of the Wk baurgiaisic to oliniinate rocsm In order to rohanes
theil prospects, bt raclsm cannot b eliinated until eapitalism
is rliminated. Historically mcism, i the conbese of devieliping
cnphatism, provided the simhis capitn that allgivd Armerican
cnpitalivn to. beeome: the monster it is today, Haclsm G sl b
liwved to be o profitnble and csential togredient. of capdtalism,
I our sociity b b lisked tn capitilisen, Cnly by vliminating
eapitalism and sobstituting for it sociabiam will Dlack peeple, all
black people, be abbe fo practice sclf determination and this
oehieve frovdlom. Froedom means the vod of exploitition, sem.
thing wr have sudfird rom for vemturics. And wlen the Black
Panther Party ealls for freedam, it mewtin fricdom oo

A capitalivtlc socicty con’ v only an the linls of & war
cromoniy, with it built-in olmolescenes and artificially sthiulnted
deminds Tor growter praduetion. The vieting of this capitalistio
terssity nre the hlack people. Our poaple are thi wost denfped
and the most killed; it is oor contribution gowird the prservation
of vapitalism, In peace we e cupitallsm’s victima, und In war we
are ity viethme. Canlbd anything be o hurmdul o s s poople

“wnd nd tndividoats than 45 strive for B sesrese S8 Coomri T n

What black man wants i die ln deferise of & system that dendes
him justice? whnhlmi;mmmmmppmmrcmh
system that forces Bis black brother to go to distant lands te il
and be killed? 1t is Nlrru!iynman!ﬂl;k:nmtmdquw
black mon to their desths so that whits men can have bigger
pradits,

The Panther Community Program i attermnpting to spar the
community into action, creative action, to regafn the dignity af
the peaple. We join the struggle of any and all appresied peapla
all aver the world, as well as in this country, regardlen of colos,
whao are attempting to gain freedom and dignity. Thete amo the
rights of man, and not of any particular group. In same ways, the
Panthers are like the payehothompisn In that we wrd trying to make
the peopls well agmin. Ths prople have been made il by the
fusreen of oppressive cagitaliom that huve kept them in o position
of servitude, The Bt thing 'we have to do fs make the peopla
irwente of thess forces that for 10 long seemed beyond their roach,
or control, or understuoding. The ruling class has indoctrinated
us for so long that we have Itermlized certuin behavior patierns

which they want us to have and which we mistakenly think are
part of our natural selvor. They ure not, I we sy to be free fma
economic wnd soclal davery, we must Brst gain conitral of our nnes
selves before wo cnn begin to change the extermal crermstunees
of oar lives.

The Panthar's eciscational program In the community trdes to
expose the forces that have shaped our past and our present. On
the sociological level we agres with Mare that outside foroes
cantrol man's behavior puttomna, amd that he Wil be apprensd
wntl e can control them and can act in hiv own best ntermt.

We pre not alane in our struggle for fresdom. Young whites are
heginning to realize more and mare each day that they wre not
froe. They have becoms very angry becase the ideas with which
they have been indoctrinsted have tarmed oot bo be lies. They are
told that they are free, yit when they trv to creats snd manifest
A new form of decson-making on the college campuses they are
wrrested and some are s shot down

The capitalist ruling class cannot tolerite any challenge from
the peaple. If the peapls ance discover that thary nre not truly free,
they will seck the frredom they lack, thus threatening the exist-
ence of the ruling class. In reprisal the ruling elsss will e any
mieass to put dovn the people,

Today in some white communitiss people are suifering from
the same repression that we b the black oommunity sudfer, The
sustie foroes are there—the polios, the National Guard and some-
times even the Bogular Ay, This will continie o lsappen tima
and again in the coming years, thus Formdng. n basis for unity
betwwen the peoplos of both the biack and wihite comstianities.
Nat only are wy coming together I unity in this country, we are
all pat wf the Intemational brotherbood of o peapli.

Prople all aver the warld sve thut their enenyy 3 Amerias i
pertalisn. In Vietann, one exampls among many, the peogle, that
fx; the National Liberation Front, bmist on detnrmining their own
‘destiny. Tn the puruit of that goal they will give up thefr lves
rather thion forgo the pussit of freedam that every man deserves
The Panthers stand with the Vietnmess people, and preople
everywhers, whi are attempding to determine their own destinies,

The Punthers are belog harmssed, perscuted and killed scross
the country becutss we know the truth of sur society and we are
trying to pass the tuth on o the peoplo, CGnee the people Erasp
the reality of what we are saying, the ruling class will no looger
be able 1o resist the uprising of the oppressed people. The people
ﬂﬁuwdmrmlmm:wﬂhngmhihm.mrulmum
of course, is fighting desporately to remain in control,

Untll we achieve the freodam we ull want, this country will be
Io & state of chaos, It will suffer rovodts and eventunlly. rovelution,
But the proples’ neods are greater than those of the riling elu,
And their will s stranger than that of the ruling ofass, Mam, once
aunlened 1o the truth that freedom from oppreilon and freodom
to engage in productive creativity are within his grusp, will pever
remain content to be o slave




