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Politics

Sanctuary In Cuba

RECOLLECTIONS AMND SNAPSHOTS oF HUEY P. NEWTON

e

Its a cane-cutting machete, bur fonly used it 1o work on the yard, Tasked to cur cane, but the Cubans don't feel
North Awmerlcars dan adfust 1o the heat — it's 110° in the cone flefds, Even the Vencersmor Brigades no longer ot
cane, they only do conxtruction work. Cubans are tough. They can do (1

This shot (s very significant to me. When [ went fnte Haveng it was o night and I was many miley out of see, and |l
folid vtk for this begcon fiphe thar flashes twice every 15 secopds. Of course I oouldn 't xee it most of the time
Gecaike We were in o singll boat and the waves were 5 to 10 feet high and we only had 9 horsepower, o0 could fuss
peek ar i, It war | rksgiving Eve, 1974, The boat timed over abaut 50 vards from the shore and then ran over uE,
@l we werit-inder water and weren 't hurr and were woshed ashore. Cltha s o voleanic island and we were gl cut up
oy the rocks, but there were no broken bores.  We were reseued by the CDR (Commirtee o Defend the Revodution).

ey called Lrey af course and took uy to Trenigration. We were giesfioned there anid then placed wndér hotise |
arrest untll they could verlfy our identiny. We were treated well.

Huwy, Newron (35) s the founder (19681, President and chist Alarrar rear Havena for six months. Gwoen worked 33 3
thearetr "the Binck Panther Party, based in Oakiand, feacher ina hospital, Huey repaired ‘cement trucks, and the
Califarnia. In the fall of 1974, white under indictment for kids went to school. Mozt of these pictiires were taken this
dszauit, murder, and & tex chare, he feft the United Stares springand summer just before they returoed o the U5,

il dolgh e asvivm n Cuba, Mo ang Parry member Gwen Huey, now aur on ball, loaned us his snapdhots and FFVE LS
Founine lived (1 Havana for six months andg then in Santa o Lregd interview on what he fearned in Cubl, Contributions
Clara in Lox Villas Province for six months. where ey wers for Huey's defense fund (tax deductibiel can be made pPapalile
joined Ly Huey's chifdeen Jessics and Ronnde feare of Goen's to the Capp Street Foundetion, Suite 217, Claromont Hotel,
marhar), then they moved back to Havana for & year, then Barkaiey, CA 94708, —58
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i5 the truck repair shop where I worked. The Parry likes that one bess ofoll. [worked there ahout siv manths
It wiex required (o work 10 hours for-5 davs and then 5 hours on Searurdays, bt § worked 10 hovirs @ day 7 davi e
week walunttarily, I never worked an cars before 1o f woan 't foo pood, bur CUEry

AT P mice for e gniTwWa Y

Thia la Jesgloa in hor uniform af school. She twes a
mamibor of the Flomeers, which i ke advanced
sfudents. You start oul in the Pioneers, then you 're
i the Young Communiats, then loter fhe Communist
Farty. Jesslea's Spanish was so fluend they thought
whe was Cuban mosf of the fime

That's Gwan in the Hotel Riviera, Barbara Wallers
s there ol that time. Tt's kind of o fabulowus hotel.
Usuafly we stoyed at the Hotona Libre,

Stewart Brand: | gather that you and Gwen Fountaing wel
married in Cuba?

Huey Newton: Yieah. We were married In 8 wedding Tl
where a lawyer raads the cergmaony, and the family codz i
read which says that by Cuban ldw the male has 1o taks
the responsibilities of child care and howsecieaning and
cooking, or elss you can go to jail

Brand: Do they indict people for that? Some iy c-::m!ri

and seyvs ha won't wiash the dishes !

"
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That’s Harry Tanner and his wife. His parents are
Canadian, he was born in Cuba. He’s a Cuban artist —
I have some art work of his. He had a big contradic-
tion with the courts because he was a filmer and he
wanted to just be a painter, but Cuban artists have to
have a job someplace else. So he refused to take a job
— he supports the Revolution and so forth —— and
there’s an anti-loafing law. He sells his paintings mostly
to the embassies. He’s a fine artist and he couldn’t get
along with the people in the film institute on the
creative level, so they charged him and sent him to
court. He got a lawyer and the lawyer told him to
just stick to his guns because the anti-loafing law was
made for loafers, and he worked about 20 hours a
day. He brought his work to court and showed that he
was paying the rent and for his kids in school, but he
lost the case. They appealed and it’s been at the
Supreme Court now about four or five years, and he
doesn’t think they’ll 2ver rule on it because they don’t
want to change the law. Tanner is sort of a hero
among the Artist’s Union.

Newton: Yeah, or won’t take care of the baby. It's not
happening as much as it will happen because the women have
to get more confidence to take the guys in.

Brand: How’'d that work out for you and Gwen?

Newton: | like to do dishes anyway, so | had no problem
with that.. And | think | can cook better than she can, some
things. | did that long before the marriage. We’'d been staying
together four years before the marriage. ’

Brand: Was the wedding a big deal for you guys.

Newton: If it was going to be a difference | wouldn’t get
married. Maybe that's why | waited so long because | had a
certain amount of fear that things would be different. But |
was pretty secure at that time that we had a definition of the
situation. | was calling her my second wife because the Party
was my first, and |'m a bigamist. She accepts that.

Brand: What was your status in Cuba?

Newton: Well, political asylum. | was a permanent resident
and an honored guest of the government. That included
special privileges, like | could always get a driver and a car.
Transportation there is very bad — the buses are like a sardine
can and they have taxis but they're not enough. And | could
get reservations in restaurants on the weekends, when Cubans
like to go out to eat. | had a delegation status, so | could get
a table in any restaurant as the North American Delegate.

Brand: Was there any kind of fuss made when you left?

Newton: No. They were just concerned that | wouldn’t say
anything that would embarrass Cuba or make any official
statements for Cuba. They were very intent, because every
North American that they've given an honored guest status to
has denounced Cuba. Robert Williams denounced Cuba.
Stokely Carmichael denounced Cuba, said it was a racist
state. And Eidridge Cleaver. Each one of them really let
Cuba down. | think that was one of the big reasons | didn't
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That's downlown Haveona from Tanaer's balcony

see Fidel. Each one of those people saw Fidel. That's my
impression anyway — of course | never asked to see him. |
think it’s impolite to ask to see him. But everything else

1 wanted | got.

They also were concerned that | didn’t use Cuba as a base of
operations, because they wanted a relationship with the
United States, so they were concerned about Party members
visiting me.

Brand: How did that work out in terms of rest for you, to
be cut off from the Party for a while?

Newton: |t was good for me. | didn’t know how tired | was.
| didn‘t know how much of a toll the constant surveillance
had upon me until | didn’t have that any more. For the last
11 years | was obviously followed, even to the grocery store,
pictures being taken. Everyone | contacted, they were even-
tually bugged and harassed by the FBI. | don’t notice anyone
on my tail since {'ve been back this time. Maybe their tech-
nology’s so high that they can use radio beams, but it's really
strange not to be followed.

Brand: | often wondered about the — it's really a tradition
— of exile for political people. You just are out of it for
a while,

Newton: | got a chance to do a lot of writing on Party
history. And a lot of reading. | hadn’t read a book in its
entirety in years.

Erand: What did you find yourself reading?

Newton: Just everything | got my hands on. | read Korzybsky,
Science and Sanity, a book that | had had for about 6 years.

| always said that | wanted to read it. | finally read itand |
was as impressed as | thought | would be. | read a lot of
Marx’ works and Lenin. | read Harrington, The Twilight of
Capital, a very good book. |'ve always been interested in
Existentialism. | read Sartre, Being and Nothingness. | read
some books on Fanon. Of course | read Roots. A friend

sent me Five Rings, it's a very small work, about this Buddhist
samurai. It's a fascinating book. it seems it’s all on combat,
really it's on how to live.

Brand: Were you doing any light reading?

Newton: | read some novels. Gore Vidal’s 1876 and Burr.

| read a lot of Saul Bellow, whom | like a lot. 1 hadn’t read a
novel in about 10 years. | really entertained myself. | read
about 400 books. It was really something to give the books
away. | gave everything else away and | had read these boaks,
but | found myself attached to them. | wanted to keep them,
but people needed them there because it's hard to get

some books.

Brand: How did you find so much time for reading?









