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Twenty-Five Floors
From the Street:

to Hate. I Just
Disagree.”

by Tim Findley

fog jams along the coast and
chakes tiself 1n San Frantoco, ney-

er reaching across the bay to sweliering
Oakland; a day like the ong (wo years

ape when stifl-loced youmg black men
in heat-devouring black lzather jackets
and bleck Berers clicked and stomped in
a twEimg intimsdating chylhm oatiide
the Alameds County Counthouse,
The reverlwilon has co-wum,
Time fo pick up the gu-ie,
But mow W was 1770, two years Rater.
People were agals gathering outside
the anme iqual-sguare courhogss, A

many white faces a5 black, just as there
Bad been Before. Bul this ume the wni-

formity of costume and rhythm was mis-
sing. The mood was anticipalory; eager-
nesks and Bndlety on the verge of cele-
bration. A few plhicards dappled 1he

croved, worn and faded befltovers saved
far this day.

Faee Husy.

The 53xv"3 The Limur.

The crowd swelled over the curd and
spilled into the sireet by the time New-
ton suddenly came through the awesome
double metal doors, smiling and nod-
ding in sef=copscious recognition of the
hundreds waiting lor him. He plunged
down ithe smoothilone eleps and inda
the crowd. The hovering kmot of body-
guards arcund him bosl their profeciive
circle 1o the cragh of Aesh steaining 1o
see and touch a5 Newton struggled 1o &
Volkswagen.

Some women in Lthe erowd wepl; oth-
ers shreked and shouted, "Hueyl Hu-
ey!™ S1ill he moved (ast up the cluttered

swireet, out of the courthowse shade nnd
mie the spashine. He chimbed up oo a

Il_ wat one of those Auguit days when

ear and pullsd his shirt alf. His body was

lean and muscied lrom a Meady regimen
of prison exercise. He cast an imposing,

and mearly scadual hgure.

But when he spoke, he could barely
be heard. He called 2 a viclory for the
peaplk In & Vot somchow BArTow, the
eyliables Pagh-piched in the throat, mot

put-deep and angry in the Eldrdge

Ckaver or Bobby Seale siyle. The

words dud not whip and crack the hot air
with denuaciatior ar threat, He did sat

ey “pig,” he sadd “polics,” and he cau-
toned people agamst blocking the strest,

As he said later, Newton came owt of
ihe courthouse that day nlmost reboe-
wotly, as ewer uncomfortable—even
almakd —al crowds.

“It wng ot and | fook my shard off. |

That feli good. The san fell good.™ Be
anid, lsughing in that nasal way of kis,
“People thought 18 was a grand gestere
or something, but 0 was just hot”

Like the Shadow come [rom redic to
televimion, Huey Mewtoa could never
quite match the vision of him that peo-
ple had conjured uwp while he was locked
away in date priton o8 charges of man-
sughier in the 1967 killing of an Oak-
land pohce officer, The myth eroded &
Isitle that day in dusappoiniment. Pea-
ple thrive on expectations and langush
in fulGllmsemt; mobody beleves that
sirgngsT than Newton himsell.

He had commented about b release
on bail for reirial in 2 sioie, almost cas-

ual way. "Ull be goimg from mEXEmNEm
seeurity 1o mediom sscurty, that's all”
he wd, For more than iwo years, he

had lived in gell-imposed solitary at & |

California prison where he refused (o
work or perform prison tosks unless he
wis pabd a legal minimum wage nstead
of the usoal preson wages of [2 cents
an hour. He fought that battle with
stezly personal determinstion, wnbil =i
last the prson authorties and he reach-
ed am agreement —ihey woubd do noth-
ing for ke, nol 4o owch as provide lis
brary books of toothpazie, and bhe would

do nothing for them, not so muach as to
shiow an instanes of phyviical resstance

te mllow them to vent their frustrations
If & beatang,

Today, high up in the 25th Door of
the poshy Lakeshore Apariments in
Oakland, in & stecco and glass perch
that commands an cwe-fllooding vew af
san Fraecisco Bay and that looke di-

recdly down an the courthouse where his
imprisopeenl  begam.  MNewtom  still

servies @ senfervpe, perhaps more poli-
tary mow then he was in the siae’s

sieal cubkcle. The much thilked-nboul

peatholse apartment, renfed as a lax
wiite<off from varous Black Pantker

enterprived, 1 like & two-Bedroom, we=
kath cage in which Newion paces al-
miesl constantly, seldom going oo, and
workmg long hours analyring and de-

- velaping his theories, speaking with a

sieady schedule of party members and
supponiers who come 1o plan snd da-

cuds - Panther programs, and befween
that, working on three books simultan-

epusly.

[t is a characierless apariment, de-
vald of clear perscnality and almost
sierile, nod unlike an opubsnt prizon cell,
The biving room squares and anghes in
blsck leather couches and a thick glass
coffee table on whih chessmen stand
stffly. Channel 13 on the boxy console
ieleveion constantly monitors the streat
enlrance to the bmilding. A long glas-

topped square teble nsds of anything
but & heavy ashiray domnates the ad-

joining dining room. There is & painting |

of Che Guevara on an =ase] near the
ghae doors, and o lealy plint in one cor-

mer near & fine stereo that plays often,
The muoee wvarses widely, from the

themes from El Topo of Shat 10 the s
of Joan Bacr, but whatever it is, there
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i always a detectnble political thems :n
It somewhere; there B always & message
i hai to comvey. A pai of binoculirs
wilh a baill-in camicra attachmend sand

an 8 tripod before the north wall of
glast, the lenses trained constantly on

the tenth foor jail 2l where Mewion
was held before the north wall of
trial, Darectly below, odcsfmen srain in
meing scully amid the small exilboacs

that drft on Lake Merrit,
It &5 nat & plaee of Newton's choos-

ing. The decwion for bim 1o lrve 1heres

was made by the Panther Central Com-
mictes. It ls supremely secure from an

unexpesied mid or attack. Lo im-
portant, it serves as a virtoal Panther
flag in the very modst of some of Ouk-

land’s mosi catabbished and eslabliah-
meni ciirens who hive below Newsion

on other leors of the high rse, For all
ity impressive view and doorman ser-
vice, the apartment is still constructed
lke & hasty iract home in cheap inleror
stiscco and metal. It is as far from where
Mewton's mind B a8 was the praon X
mitkes ta the sauath,

A Stucco & Glass Cell

We atood on the balcony overlooking
the lake at twilight, the first dim vellow
bulbs going on across the mall in the
tznth foor il cells. There would be a
mght of good Portaguese wine and pop-
corn, MNewion answering queshions in
long, complcated respaases SoMmenmes
soeming (0 weestle with intricate explan-
ations and free them from esoteric In-
tellect 10 understanding.

"You never weary of T | sasd, "You

never book out at the lake and just with
you were theneT

“Oh yeab,” Newlon sid withool hes-
watmg, “Iwe become very lomely and
very Lired —{rpairated, Bul that's my
own immaturity. Sometines | wash |

wns still op Sacramento Avenus and
staff like that, but | had problems then,

ke people who are uncomscious have
problems —overwhelming prablems, you
know? Probably more agony than [
have right sow." His pace slowed mo-
mentarily, as il the answer were finish-
ed, and then suddenly pcked up again,
pursaing the thought. "Bul then they
have & sort of . . ., 3 certain amount of
happiness that T don’t experience Row.
Mow its like | sacrifice that for more
jay sf the paint where it will really be
worthwhile, You see7 Then 1 got joy ot
of wvery insignificast thing—a ot of
things, mad things. Like, [ nsed to kive
fun at a good Gxl RgbhL 1t's petty, but
al that point 1 did, and as you begome
more conscious of what's signifcanm
and what’s ingignifeant, & lof ig losd
It%s hike pesling an onion, yoo Know, and
wou start wondering where 13 the jov,
what 15 it really poing to Be¥ If you
don't accepd anything in the sysiem, what
i il really like?

“I doa't know what it's like, but |
can® stand the way W s and . . .~ Hi
wvodee trailed off, ending an answer with
an inevitable question.

Il he is sometimmss hard o follow,
even 1f he has seemed & disappointment
o some who expected this son of &

Lowsiana preacher o lead them like
distant thunder, 1 15 largely because
Newton cansol el aking one more

peel off the onlon—probing i1 deeper
and deeper, looking for a slisfaction he
knows religiously ke will never fnd.

"Sometimes,” he aid, “ometimes |
feel ke I'm sus ed in A kind of
void . . . thode (eelings come. 1 put thoss
feclinge down when [ ged enthissed
sbout some of our sarvival programs
amd 1 st (ke people’s joy. 1 know 100
that that jey, whem we accomplnb i,
carmics the seeds of reaction. That's
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The Panchers” oid ook, before HNiaey
wah decked wp: hlack leacker, spii polish,
a program everybody (grored. Below,
brodher Medvin, whom highsehoo!
wakey My aaked for readmyg lenont

what we have 10 walch, thil everylime
we make & pew level or make new gaina,
that we always run the rak thal we'll
try 1o hald £ there, and that's whal re-
aclion 5 aboul. Theo & now focce will
come afd question os, and we will be
the Pemct :onaries,”

During ds Arsd Bve vears of Xu-
lemce, the Black Panther Paity was de-
Amed to 1the media pubhic of Amerxa
by peaple like J, Edgar Hoover, who in -
198 declared thal the Panthers were

the= mumber one threxl t0 the inlerng ] w2
carty of the nation, and then se1 oul 1o

devasiate them in 8 aerien of wdden
rekis. Hoower mever ursdeErtook O de-
fne Mewion as anyihiag mose than the
kader of & bunch of Black communisti,
[isf THhal MAnCr, Wis MNdWwlon sctn
L Mmleh mare Ihan 1 ond-Emana -I"-Ilf:
pEENET wIN radacal and owen BRiaree |
s litwy iburmg his pad s lls-pablsued
real 1A 'PhA

e Panlhen cridrped ;I

Mroragh e [EEiEs  m rhoekE
1 O
elldudes dnad |

._|'l.:|l|.1.

beded e

& ureel gang. The description of poboe-
men o1 “papT enfered Amercan Llang

direct from the Panthérs. “Highlt o8
werd from a cuniow-soundrng Assent al

Pariher presa conlerences o a gimmick
o televsison commercidls, Always Jodd,

abways skipped somehow of sEMmMEr-
ired for lack of spate was 1he Paniher

wn-pelnl progrum and pletionm - both
part of & cakculated weategy for aurvival

i ghetlo America and eventual revolu-

"'-‘iﬂwmm undarmond deage |
of Musey Newton at thar time which ap- |

pedred cverywhere o posters and bui-
tnfe - Newlom seated mgadhy it wack-
er chair of African Lings, ha beret
drawn down over ome eye, one hand
Erpping & shotgpun and the other a
AR,

it wos & photo posed by 1hen-Panther
Mmister of Information Elridge Clea-
ver. Mewlon dishiked i1 and =ven before
Be kil prnas ordered 11 dscontineed,

The scethang wmsge of hlsck revengs
Huck, however, pofiraying Newloh as
an ANErY swdoocieor o Malonkn X = the

srcet gang kader come 10 palitics,
And in s way, thet was ree oo, New-

tom angd The Panthers learned from Mal- -
colm, juul as they karned from Mamia |

L wiher King Jr. and (rom Fraor Fason
Bt the prmary feal was always in
the sireeis, and what made Newton and

i Ponihers differeat from other black’

ceganizations of the ime was (hat the

theary pot 10 prachce always remained
en ihe pireciy. The Pandhers offered no

means of ecape Erom the system, they |

demanded people confromt il

FPeeling the Onion

Mewlon wai hors 6 Mosroe, |okin-

uns, one of seven children of a strug-
ghmg sharecropper and part-time Bap-
it preacker. Hueys hght caramel sk
bore ewidence of s almost-forgotten

Jewash encestor. Waklter Newton named
hee newesl son 1 honor of Huey Long,

ihe Bitterly hated yet wildly loved pov-
emar ol Lovisiana. When Husy was ol
# child, the Newlon's moved norih to
the “prommed land.™

Newion hesi alwayi found |t difficolt
in Ealk shoud himsel, much lesa abow
has Family. When he does, it is only (o
provide ancther bt of undervtanding—-
o peel back another layer in distover-

mg how he personally came o the
awnrentie be has loday,

"My |de experence, the plaze 'm
fram, the make up of my family.” he ex-
plamed. “Louwiiana amnd then comsng
morih 1o the prommed land that wasa't

ol armed blacky with mitnant
wi 1AL hk _:'!

only slhghtly more sophistscated Lham”

p promised land. My father working
:hru jobt all kis life—a 1.'4:?' responsible
citizen, you know? And all those things
he thoughi be was working for {ading
and he nol undersianding antl this late
date, My mother and my father have
been marmed ¥ wears, and be's jost
started 10 onderstamd thal something’s
wrong with the sysiemn. He accepted the
whole thing, vou ste. Yer tha indus-
tricus Kmed of cngagement dudn’t bring
hirm the sucieas, arcordeng 10 AMmEHican
irrma, vhal e wesied 1 was profebls
ifferied By thia YWry ™ |-..'- n et |
Emaw | e, | ikl 1oy e B irEpsa

why, and | would I!:-n:ﬂmt angry when |
Wi young end Lhen later on | would un-
dersinnd and become lem angry and
more determined in making 4 sew kond
of mrder

N guss the rdas

151 fiE woald sl sy mi

iR ojrho jisk iy

i-l-'ll to provide, you swe® Mo |.|.':;':||-l.J

would boe being able 1o survne thiee i
I NIl aal Min libe b wrmeesd (Bl TF
e b2 waa wmhle tm grl s |:
BTt b owns tEdaly ihin, and | thak
b faar miy. TR pavilg o (B8 hilla ©

| wis always connected 1o that In my
(amily. Going arownd, you know, my
father dedn’t trust check bBooks, he
waRted them 1o stemp the reccipt book
S0 be worked all the time and one ol

my sisters of brothers would have to go
eround wilh the bills, and (hea | carly

| learned how much the carrving charges
_ and the micrest amaunted to. A lot of

mes we could pay oaly the interest and
no principle and | would wonder, where
is the interest going to? And | would go
o the people he'd owe and ask them
ahout M. | started to gel on an uncos-
siwons level —somn of &p emotional re-

Beteod —~the same thing [ feel now, Ex- |
cepd that after you become comsciom of |

the way things work, vou Become less

| emotionally charged and more rational

and direct i your dinlikes. And Lhen ai
e poaml You become less concerned

| even about your dishkes and more con-
| cefmed abowt finding or contnbuling to

the few Lhang whal will come about as

w and mare people hecome disstin-

“It was a long time before | realized

| what really drove me Many Limes,

YEATI QRD, YOI Wolld Ask me - “why you
in parcularY —and then it would up-
stl me, but only becavse | couldn't an-

wwer (L. M worricd me bocause maybe
| wawm’ . .. Maybe | was holding some-
thing back. But | can understand it bet-

W fow, because ity part of me undes- |

slanding me.”

He grew wp in the deepening black

| ghette ol West Dukland, & handsome

eireet kid with large fAuid eves that

ol ERE ANgor ‘Wika @

-r' I
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|
and senrch

could rivet you on the spot
your mind without threalpning you, In

ichool, hie grades were bad. He was
pushed slong in an assembly-line urban
school, pased with Dy 10 ger him pro-
ceped, programmied, and back o the
sireein.

"It was a good thing 1o kappen real
ly,” Newilon sad. “1 dxln®t get trained
by the school system like other kads,
and when | did concentrate on learning,
my mind was clumered and locked by
the programming of Lhe sysiem.”

He was 17 and about 1o gradusce
fram high school when he asked hs

ﬂ:dTm,H-ﬂﬂimmtﬂ-ﬂhh'imlb

“He couwldat belheve ['d pome all the
way through the system and still could-

nt mead even simple thing. He said |

that, and | -:-tm.-:l e | gt Began to
lcadh

He vsed records at frsl, pcking re-
cordings of Shakespeare and siruggling
ghong m the script 1o pick up the words
“The first book | ever really read was
Plato’s Republic,™ MNewton laughed
“ard then | had to go over that five
times OF sorething ™

Despite the twittenng dowbis of ki

high school tcachers, Newton decided |

for himsell (hat he wad goang to colicge.
At the Ume, Merrii College was &
serufiy-locking jumble of builkdings juss
behind o freeway in West Oakland. In
4 own way it was scgregaiod as black
colleges in the South. Maybe its biggest
sdvaniage was the casy accesability of
A social el |lnbosstery &l srodund

i the streets and mearby pool halls,

taverid and liquor stores, 1T was [he
timed &3 rmoch ad anything else that

Brought Newton into polidics. The find
years of the Sixiwes were already pulsing
with socual dusent, Ron= awiokent ;lr-u-l.ﬂ:
and cvil du.-ﬁl!-ldt-rbt-.-. Mewlon adend-
ated homeell first wakh the Mushms and

the Studeni Mon-violent Codondinahing
Commiee and eveatually the Alre

Amenican Assocstion at Mernitnt, man by
an mibellachoally-aggredsive youfg mEn
nemned Dhon Warden, But by 1963, Now-
vl was becomng frustrated with the

academic nature of the organization,

“It was a wery ndeliecioal Bisck
mavemenl a4l the time,” he remembser-
ed. "l always had one Foot in ke sehool

and one still in the community, on the
Black in the so-called rowgh sectione of

Berieley snd Oakland slong Sacramen-
tr Avenwe aad down by Ashby, Guys

hang arourd on the cormer, iR pool kalk

and so [orih, end as won & | gat awl of .
class, | would go over Lhere. In these I

groaps | was in, the ofganration would
always talk about the people on the
streets andd the more mulitant they got of
he more conschous (hey gol. Ihe Mmane
ihe organirations would 1alk about how |
IL's neceinary o really be vinhle —10 real-
ly relate to the community. But they
were even alrawd 10 go down there. It
was ot of Mypocrnitcal, not 10 @ mean
wiy, becaose & lot of geve lrom collepe
were [rom dafferent — bourgeos — back- |
grounds. Even me. They wouldn™ let me
1oin RAM [Revolutionary Action Mowve-
meni] &1 the Lime because they said | |
wat surely a3 member of the baurgso-
sie.” MNewion lughed. “The guy who |
said it hod a father who wah & dentat
and an unck who wiai a medical doctor,
| al=ays trned 1o tell chem my father was
a sharecropper, but they never believed
0."

Bobby Seale wrode later thae a1 that
time he too had become disillusioned
wilh the “culture| netsonaliam™ ol B AM

- and was scarching for mew pariners

He and Mewion shared an affinity watk
the problems of the streeln, Seale, and
Newtlon, nlong with three othery who
mever beame Panthera, formed the
Sowl Students Advisory Council al Mes-

ritl. Bul wrihm & year, both Newton aind
Seale had resagned aller & ol ower

whether that group could succeed o
takang utxzell cut of intangible ducus-

pang info semous work sh e aireeln
Newion had already concluded [rom Kis |

readings of Maloolm X and olher rev-
olitionarss that it wei (ime for black
men to arm themuelves in sell defense.
The Black Panther Party lor Sell De-
lerse was formed by Newton and Seale
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