


Fov the white man, history, past and future
is very long, and his set of veferences is
very imposing, For the black man, Time
is short, for his History has been brutally
interrupted and modified by the whites, who
have done everything to prevent him from
having his own, oviginal development. And
in the US.A., we are still busy setting
limits on black people’s Time and Space.
Not only is each and everyone ofthem forced
to withdrvaw within himself; he is also im-
prisoned by us. And when this is not enough,
we assassinate him,

Because of Chairman Bobby Seale’s ex-
ceptional political statuve, his tvial is in
fact a political trial of the Black Panther
Pavty and, on a move genevral basis, a vace
trial held against all of America’s blacks.

The rveality of the black colony within
the United States is very complex. Dispersed
as they ave within a nation so chauwvinistic
that she likes to think of hevself as master
of the wovld, the blacks who are oppressed
by racism and indifference and thveatened by
an oppressive police and administvation,
have been forced to wage a very new lype
of fight. That is how the Black Panther
Party was cveated: fivst of all to defend
the vights of the colonized blacks inside
the U.S.A., butl also to synthesize new ways
for blacks to struggle against white
oppression.

Faced with the vigor of theiv action and
the accuracy of their political thinking, the
whites - and especially the police - had a
ractal reaction almost immediately: as soon
as the blacks proved that they weve able to
organize themselves, the whites rushed to
discredit theiv ovganization,

The police wevre therefore able to hide &

the true meaning of their intentions behind
pretexts - trials based on drug, murder
and conspivacy charvges. The fact of the

matter is that they were trying to massacre
the leaders of the Black Panthev Party.

In 1968, at the time of Huey Newton’s
trial, the government still seemed veluctant
to massacve the Black Panthev Pavty, From
May 2, 1967, to September 28, 1968 - the
date of Huey Newton’s itvial theve wzve 55
cases against members of the Black Pan-
ther Party, All of this happened within a
period of 16 months.

But if we do anothev calculation, this
time from September 28, 1968, to December
8, 1969, we find that theve weve 373 cases
against the Panthers., That was duving a
period of 15 months. It is now Apvil 1970.
Less than a month ago, Bobby Seale was
extradited from California and sent to jail
in New Haven, Connecticut. Theve weve a
few demonstrations, but they weve veally
very weak combarved with what happened
during Huey Newton’s tvial.

What about us: What ave we doing? When
the bombs hit Hanoi, we had some epi-
devmal wveactions, So did we duving the
Kovean wav. These massacves were taking
place fav away. Heve and now, we ave finding
out that the colonized, within our own bov-
devs, who still appear to us like shadows
in our midst, are about to become our
adversaries, in ouv own country.

To a foreign obsevrver, the detevioration of
relations between blacks and whites is
without mystery. In one yeav, police ve-
pression has so brutally escalated that white
Americans ave full of fears. All kinds of
fears. Fivst of all, theve is fear of the
police. Intellectuals know (ov think) they ave
thveatened by Agnew’s bragging. Even if
they’ve demonstrated their disgust with
Newton’s trial, today they ave silent: Bobby
may die,

By intensifying the rvepression, the Nixon
administvation knew it could quiet the in-









