PANTHERS IN MEXICO

oy LANDON WILLIAMS

In kmeping with i policy of sttempred laclatton sad mepprassion
of the growing black Ubsrstios struggle, the reclss U, 5. govern-
mant flexed ir's International muscls the weak-gnd of Aijgues Lith
thru Lith, ssd prevented a three member Glack Panther dalsgation
Erom vinlelng Cubis at the Invitafion af Cuban Premier Fidel Caniro and
tha Cuban péopie. The groundwork for the erip had beem planned
aut & fow weelks sesriler when membery of the Centzal Commlives of
the DHlack Famber Party took the case of cur Minlster of Defense,
Huey P, Newton, to the balls ef the Linited Narions In Mew York and
talked with seme of o brown brothers In the Cubsn myismisn. The
week of Auguar Jith wu Jdth wes e be preclaimed worldwids ss
“Tha Waeek of Soliderity of the Asten, Africen; and Larie Americen
Fecple With the Afro Amsrican Peopls In Thalr Struggle Against
Violent Fepressica.’” The parpose of our rip was to be sducational.
We were o carry to tha Axlam, African, asd Larn Amerleen
pecples the true story about the cosdizions blick pecple are mab-
jected o in racim decadess Amaries asd how | ever-increaisg
numberd more and more of oo black brothers and misters are
wrning o te mackings of Hoey P, Newton, ploking g the gum and
using ft. In return wmﬂ.ﬂ‘ui:lilnn.th':l band, 1o examilns dmi
sty for pureslves the cauntry asd the pesple of Coba. A cousery asd
peopla free of the domisavion of recist American imperialiem. A
cogmry and peopls thet hawe faien up the gun and now reallza thelr
cwn desiiny, A coomry of oruly free pespls. That wal to be gur
minskn,

For this purpess, George Murrey, David Hilllerd, asa myself,
lofi frem San Franclsce Alrport, Prisday aight, July LOth, ona
‘Western Alrllnen et for Mexlos Cliy whers we wers (o spesd the
night before traveling oo in Cuide In the morsing. Prom U mesment
wi ot foof outslde the airpert b Medes Clry ueil we arrived in
Mew York o day and 4 ball Liges, btk David and mywell wers for the
wiljar parf complesly ignorasr of whay wes belng mald arousd wr,
Hetther David nor mysell coild speak Spanlal sz from the airpert
adl, 'wi relied heavily o= brotber Cearge Lo ki us oo whal waa being
wild, George saxlly bailsd o cab af the sirpar and we were soon oo
auf wuy Labo tawn b the hotel, Once the cab driver foamd out fhae
brother Georgs could speak Sparish, he gave up on his maager
simipts st apesiing Eoglish and begen to speek nothing but Spasish,
In between the chartertng of cur cab driver and ks jaughter, George
mansged 1w explaln pert of whst wal being ssld and pointed sut te
w, Tha e driver wamled o know of we wers pihalobss there o traks
for the alympics and George had answered no we weren't chere for
the olymples, but we were In wrajning, When quasilonsd abouy dis-
criminatian tn Mexiod, the driver said ihere waz abschaely no
diserimination In Megico, howsver laner on he sdmited thas thare
were somse hotels wheswe Blicks were not allowed o reglater, When
David 1ol Oearge mm ask him whether or oot thar was dlscrindnasion
the driver slmply shrugged his sboulders and lsugbed. That's tha
way It went all the wxy Inth town and to the hotel. Every pow and
thed Geosye woulldl palnt ¢uf certain pleced o un but for most of tha
ride | mst beck, waiched the lnng rows of while brick walls roll by
asd wondered about the people asd coustty of Maxlon,

When we laft the hotel around %100 Sanrdey morning, | remember
tha weather was hof, the sy wis smoggy and the strests wers [lied
with texi caba and people rusbisg by in sll directions &t ance. AL
firer @1 seemed [les urter chace snd confuslom, all noiss and [Lash-
ing oolors, Then things began in take on & shape and & rhythm.
There were woines selllsg fowsrs oo the strests, [lags fying from
Bullilings &l In the beckground we could hear music being playsd
In the aquare, Later, In & cab o& dur way 00 the Cuban Embesry
we ware [0 find out Chat ihis square, only & week befors, bid bean
part of the scema of bloody smudests’ rebslllons thas had pocked
Maxics Cloy for mearly twn weske,

Thers seamed fo be néw constroction folng va everywhece. b
almes every block new bulldings wers going ap and old ones were
comisng down, The more | saw of Mesics Clty the mors i began
amaze ma. Moders bullfings here, up to daie sdvertining equip-
mest there and moderm gas seations. Then slewly cut of the back

5 mpenacing monster, omed the overbearing presence of UL B,
Impasialiem, The pew bulldings and siores hed Apwerlcen munes.
The cary thet wars afvertiised oo billbcards were Amparicen. = fnct
the cigaretes, wine, whiskey, clething and eves 138 snap that wea
advertised wua American, not to mestion the theasand and one beaury
adits, all cha way from bady clalrel to Aven calling. Americis awner-
shlp and comrol was plainly vissble fn everything. And the people?
The ooen working in e dirches wese Mexican, the ones pumplng
gas were Mexican, the tmal drivers were Mexican, and the bayn
ahining whoss were Meslean, b was jes a8 iboegh nothing hsd
hasged escepe tha color of the people. fnatsad of arrivisg in an
wres of relstive safecy, as some pecple are apt fo imagine Menico
1o be; wn had merely crossed from the Black colésy of Afra Amer-
%ca dnto the Brown colony of Mexies, ALl of the lum and rhitkm of
Uidm that wa paw in Mestoo city wud just snotser of the working parts
of U5, imperiilisen, There musy have been & thounand cabs in the
streeid thal day apd believe me riding through teaftis in Mexica
Cloy in lke mething else In the world, There ere ocly sbowt 3 or 4
red Hghts ih ke whole city and so mtop sigss ar w]l. AT most kaper-
sectlons B Ae firsy come fErst served. The wrip to the Cuban Em=
bamyy wan much like e wrip from the alrpare. The cab driver ialkad
tu Geurge in Spanish sod George poinied cur variows lasd marks
o us, One of the thlegs we maw (Dt stuck in my misd wes e
housing develapment thar wak bulllt by fnds received under ihe
Jve alllasce far peogress that the Kecnedy's backed so strongly.
There ihey were [ke & sore thamd showt |2 squsce blocks of drab
Emking Tmer tary hpssime frniacts lks thpas od wear ek lasd o= o
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the Mexican bourgecisis, who were the coly ones who could affaed
thewm, And what of the rest of the Mexlces peopls, the lower in-
come pecple, the enemployed, the ok sad belplaes, to this our driver |
pointed to the rows snd rows of plals white-waabed birick walls and
mald thas on the other side, hldden from view wers the pusteboard
houses of the Mexbcan peasants, The Mexican Toms who had sold
out o U5, lmperlafiam have found the LLS, remedy for handling
protl VEry bent. [t 18 sometimen sdsler o cover @ or
camoullagn the proobem than it 18 to correct ©t and snmptlimes msch
chesper too, Just us Mayor Daley of Chicago saw Hr 1o p up reds
wood fences to bide the sight of the horrid ssd decrepid mlums,
and Uying conditime of black people from the eyes of the delagates
to b Democratic coovention, the Mexican suthartties have row shee
row of wight foof high brick walls to hide she wretched living con=
ditlces and delapdsted shacks, inte which mom of the Mezican
populstion are crowded. The olymphc wisiters will ses osly the
glitrering cuter shell of the mometer thas b8 the brown colony of
Muxic, Goon we arvived & the Ciuban Embsery asd once bnnbda, i
wal ler Ireathing frosk air afer russisp through clouds of dust
halding your breashs or finding & cabm friendly islasd in & vialent
soa fllled with whirlpecls and sharks, Tha Ciiban consslus re-
caived un warmly acd made us feel Uke wa wers truly ot bome. He
then weet buslly aboat preparing sus viss snd letrers of latreductien,
On the wall in the background was s farge red peturs of Che,
Just sn the Chinews hewve i oo fer the year o do the Cubans and
In Beld lettera af the top of the afficial Cubsn statonary wis
written "'‘The Year of the Coursgeous Cuerilla,” After finishing
our papers the consulets explaned the rest of our trip to us end said
that Iy 2400 that aftereoon we would be bn Cubs and that & receptios
wip walting for us a8 the alrport. Wit (s he wished us well und
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Eped =3 on car way. When we left the Enibasay, | remember fealiag
& pende af urgency. The stmospbers bad changed, There wers thras
unlformed  Mexican pollcemss standlag oo the corner snd for the
first tirme we saw bMavicas solilers piding 1n jeepe and trucks,
Lsiles the other tinen It took & loog time o hall & cab, I wes &8
though they all had somsibing slse fo 45 or scmewhere else to go.

Wo Hnally ceught & cab snd started on cur way o the airpeet for
the fima]l lag of o rip. Thle time he cab driver was bol as
Irlandly asd ialketlve a8 (e others ad been and #0 we roda o the
afrport in almost complete sllemes, We got our of the cab, pald the
driver, ploied up oor bigs and heeded for the Adr Cubass ticiet
igency End thes B happened. We were surrousded by 12 mes of
virious  nationalitles, dressed I= plain clethes and locklng Hie
Dikot Mems and the Unipuchables, bn rypical Elllot Ness style, one
prebbed my right srm, Another my left érm, one stood in fros uf
ma with his hand inside hin cose, mid me pos 1o move and chat 1 was
under afrest snd another ond Boarched me fcom bebind, The sams
thing was done to Ceerge and David and then we wers all hasd-
cidfed asd manicled togeiber. When we aabed them whar they wers
deing snd for some identificacion all rhey shewed us were 35's and
14 sbor # M/M'8. In righteous ganglamd fushion we wers kidnapped
from the slrport af guespobst, leaded fnrg the beck of o dlrty white
Fiutlon wagon with § armed men driven to a sechided portien of
Mexioo Clry, and robbed of sur meney, papers, camores, tape
recorders and books. In the statios wegon while we were belng ripped
Dﬁummﬁﬁmethrmﬂlmﬂpmdw
argund us who could have helped, b like some of cur misguided
brothers asd mistery 1n recist emerica, cefused o el lavalved
and sven go 8o far us to coimplmely  furn their backs sy as 1w
maposely not gee anyrhing. Wa tcld the pigs who had kiSaspped ws
snd robbed o8 we wanied to see the Americas Amtesssdor snd thay
mald that wan whers they wers taking an, When the car stapped they
ordered us (o get out, Whes | [coked out the wisdow all | could see
wag fows of those white brick walls, | told cee of the pige that it
didn't lok Uice the U5, Emhanny to me and asked him just what was
gobng om. ALl be wald wes thas be had his orders, fer s o sap
asking goestlens and o get our of the car, That may sesm like &
mimpla ching, to get cor of the car bt dus b0 the mamser in wisch we
ware mazicled togecher, & was & Aifficult e, Gaorge was on my
led: whie and my right hand hud been bandeoffed scross my body m
Gearge’s right band end David was In (e same swhward pesbiion on
we gof sut of the car we were taken and lined

were abrborte on our way io New York,

Internarienal U, 5, imperlalism had made trself more clear 1o .
The reasons for what kappessd o @s were crymial clear, We were
stopped from golng to Cubs becsuse this raclsr L, 5, EovETninant
dowan'l went any gemine des of friendehly satablished Serwpes
Black revolurisnarias in s country mnd the revolationary pecples
e We were thraatened & gum pelnr &8 & farther attempr &1
eazening and weifting the feadership of the foples vanguand,
The Hlack Panther Party bowsver refuses i allow fteelf o be
bullted snd intimbdated by the racis Pigs who vontrol chin countcy
ar their intecnatiosal goons asd lackeys who provect their righs e
plunder the worlkl, We believe In the teschings of our Minlster of

BOLIVIAN GOVT.
QUESTIONED IN
DISAPPEARANCE OF
LEFTIST LEADER

Evenis in Bobivia have becund
s locus of world steenths Elnce
the destl of Che Guivars in chag
coumsry. Af the presant tims, Lis
s unlon mambars and |eftiers
ere desply concermed about 1w
arvest and atrange diksppasrasce
of Imssc Camacho, = lesder in
ke mirers’ umioow in the Golfv-
lan pn mines of Sigha XX and
Caraw,

According th these sources, Ca=
mecho waa taken poisener Ty the
military forees of the Bokivian
govermmest  after the ““Massscra
of Ban Juan,” Jene 34, 1967, Since
that daze, the fats of the u=los leader
lan Deen unksows,

The governument, after repesred
quastionisg by t1Re cpposimon in
Parlisment, declered, by way of
& piwernment ehinisery, that this
leader bad besn expellsd to the
Rapubilic of Arpesting, Usiversity
seudesis made &n Sovestigstios of
this Etstement, however, sxd their
evidesce Indicates that the mines
Camscho was &nd in b0t to be
fousd in Argentind.

This, they say, has wlso besn
afttrmed by the Federsl Police
of Argentine snd by the Belivien

han been sEseddlnates] - - i
respoos Al GuEmercan.

Alomg with being & wmunch
snemy of the millary regims of
General Barrisctus, Camaschs 18
the ooly withess to e pelidcal
apsasainition of Casar Lors, pal-
trbcal Wadar el thaml. =, Lorawas
assassinated, Lails soorces slals,
mn direst orders from Ceseral
Barrientos om July T8, 1965,

Defanse, Husy P, Mewton, thar "the sl of the
than tha maz's techoobogy' amd thar PT! therw hp::r:r :.ngji_:n:-.-
ih-ﬂ must be s revobaionacy party, & vasguard Party,'™ And i
wrping with thede tsachings diring “the wesk of Sollderity of the
Adlas, Afriesn, end Lailn Americen people with the Afro Amerilcans
In thibr soruggle againit vialent repranrioa,'” August L8 thou 24k
Ceerge Murray, Misister ‘of Edacation, of the Blagk Prncher F'qrry'
;:‘Jr?mm Jouden Ford, of the New York chapter, cirrisd to the
. pecpleg of ihe worid, sver radlo Havana, the trse story of
nll-::n:&l.n:fu hfmjr: he Hlack Panther Party, and the growing
& Blur
el BEle herw [n racisr, decadss Americs, Blask

Fuwer to the Peopls,
Black Power i Black Peuple

Blurthmr Prses 1o rhs Ve rraard

Hang-ups?,,.nol us!

The Blsck Puncher Parcy doasn’t
care B you have s process, nig
ar bajdwaded, slso B you dig
darches, sell carw, est pock, go
surfing, tall mine languages, sell
dope or cip anull, I you sre wn-
eenployed,, hustiing, cunnisg or feer
here.

We, "*The Black Punther Party,"
- Waleoms Hama Bruthers aod
Sisgers amd Lets do b Togethar.



