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FIRST DAY: Building seized, pickets form

D7 attack, defenders hurl ashtray stand

It Can’t Happen Here—Can It?

b 4:13 Pm, Om i chill Spring Sundas
A an the Comell University campus in
]1E|.|| . MY r1':r' A dillll v of WY I”.I'.'l:'
Straight Hall swung open. A band af 100
black men and women students. some
draped with handoliers s carrving an
areemnl of seventeen rifles, shotsuns and
}:-‘\r1|r-1||.|l|i' EPEHITS, IHII':'i_'III'Il: out into the
sunlight and  into o stonned  silence.
"When they stepped out and T saw the
sirmrn ity o 1h1' ||1'|h .||||;i |!|I IIHI"\..“
recalls Lowrence Toerkel, a white Cornell
semior from Shaker Heights, Ohio, “11‘1}'
hesurt |[|||F:-.--.E Lo mv lioes i

|h|_-- LH::-|-I-'.:I||!- Crister Tt Wil
shared by almost  ever Ve associnted
with Cormell=the i Ll]l}'_ the \IIJI|r'111‘-.
militant and uninvolved, parents amd
alamni. racliated  bevond
Cornell to every other U.S. campus and
indeed bevond the universities to U5,
sty as i 1.'LI|1_|||' For at III.|t et
pow frocen in photographic history, the
UL.S. student revelt of the 19605 escalat-
et toodre third and most !'\,[_lzt'rhi‘.l' s

Five veirs ago, af H|=Ikr'|(~'!._ ill1f1|"1|1
aetivisty hadd resorted to the well-tred
tuctic of sitting-in to win from the admin-
istration the right ta speak at a micmo-
phone in Sproul Plaza, Exactly one vea
week at Colombin |.'I|Il.|-|-.|'.f.'
student militants tarned sit-ins into - fores-
ble sefare and “lherated” buildings in
irder to Toree a redistribution of univer
sty power. Last week at Coarnell, the
seized building became an armed -..|r|i||J
where students claimed they were will
ing lo die and take others with them
Faved with this situation university ofb
chicls -\.|:||||| an amnesly agreeent '-'-IfEl
the blacks
imminent threat o fife”

Why dicl the blpck students amm thenmy
selves? In the continaons argument that
convulsed Cornell throughout the week

"A.1-;||4'u1.'|-r. il

i J_|||'l.|||l, o Frowing and

2

climed—with  some  justice—that
the blacks genuinely feared armed ot
tack by whites, Others, with a psvcho
logical bent, held that the blacks were
mainly on & self-fueled “ego trip,” and
weore asserting their mascalinityv—and no
doubt there was some (rath in that, us
well, The more cynical msisted  that the
deplovment of guns wus for the henefit
of the cameras and the media

But the simple fact is that guns were
deploved at Cornell and their very pres-
ence  commanded
frivn the university,

certain  concessions

intcluding  amnesty
for the seizure of Strnight. Looking
the situation from afar, other universities
repssured themselves that Cornell was o
specinl case—an Ivy League school in o
rural sefting where hunting is 4 common
recreation and where guns, knives and
bullets are casually plentiful—and that,
in any case “it can’l happen here” al
Chicago or Michigon or Stanford, But as
one Cormell faculty mun noted: "When
vou come down bo it, guns work,

War: That wunadorned element muost
now be factored into the calealations of
administrators wha have to negotiole
with students, ol admission officers who
have (o ]lll'F. next vear's entering clisses
{page 25}, of facully who are devoted
to academic reason atd  discourse, ol
alumni called on to give o alma mater,
of parents due to send the tuition checks
ane of the stodents themselves whio may
finid themselves hetween warring camps
Mot even the militant white members ol
Comells Students for 8 Democratic Socd
ety chapter who formed a “defense per-
imeter” for the blacks in the Straghi
were of one mind about the guns, Somee
saidd thev were “tirrned off,” others said

it wis hegutiful,”

The trmumatic events at Cornell took
plice in a week when the US. campus

seemt o have turned  into o national
hattleground. For the most part other
schoals were faced by familiar pressure
tuctics  directed  against Familiar  griev
Snces ”u' WkT I"|| II||4'r'I|.|.:I|'| .'||:|l| "||r' -
viersity's putative “complicity” In it, rae-
ism in U.5. society and in universily
policy, the still too minimal mle of 5tu-
dents in woverning  the university, Bl
the sheer rate of student protest accel
erated so rapidly that newspapers start-
ed carrving  front-page  swnmaries  of)
huilding  sefaores and  general  disrup
tions, much ke bageball box scores

Lock: In New York, for example, somes
2000 black and Puere Rican  stodentss
locked themselves inside the gates of thes
City College of New Yorks south com
pis, demanding that the school admit
mare non-whites. At Haevard, the face
ultv of arts and sciences voled 25)1 bad
155 to give black students power i 8
choosing professors and curri ||]|I|II-I for ag
new, black-studies  progriom—the  firstd
time Havard students have ever had§
such a voice. Harvard's Alro-Americang
Society had charged that the adminis=$
trution had dragoed its feet in seltings
up the progrum, and this was
reason why the black students remuined$
on strike after Harvard students voted ol

hovieott

l'|ll| Iil" T L ]n.l‘h\ ! |'||r|‘ II'|| |ﬂ|‘
ROTC and  university-expansion  issuss
twao weeks pgn. The facalty action will§
add six black stodents to the
ulty members on'a commiltes o develops
the Afro-American stuthies program
The ||_|_!. wfter the vole Prof
Rosovsky
mittee which had developed  the ]>Iu§

)
seven [acss

Henryl

thamrmun of the Teulty comsg

wram, resigned From it i protest. N8
devision s not motivated by acodemiSs
safd Rosovsky, "1t i moll
tivated by the belief that basic chong
in educational policy should lwe studi
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