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FIRST DAY: Building seized, pickets form

DU's attack, defenders hurl ashtray stand

seems to have turned into a
battleground. For the most part
schools were faced by familiar
tactics directed against familiar
ances: the war in Vietnam and the
versity's putative "complicity" in it,
ism in U .S. society and in -

policy, the still too minimal role of
dents in governing the university.
the sheer rate of student
erated so rapidly that newspapers
ed carrying front-page summaries
building seizures and general
tions, much like baseball box scores.

Lock: In New York, for example,
200 black and Puerto. Rican
locked themselves inside the
City College of New York's south
pus, demanding that the school
more lli)n-whites. At Harvard, the
ulty of arts and sciences voted 251
158 to give black students power
choosing professors and curriculum
new, black-studies program-the
time Harvard students have ever
such a voice. Harvard's
Society had charged that the
tration had dragged its feet in
up the program, and this was a
reason why the black students
011 strike after Harvard student8 -
end their class boycott centered
ROTC and university-expansion
two weeks ago. The faculty action
add six black students to the seven
ulty members on a committee to --
the Afro-American studies program.The day after the vote Prof. --

Rosovsky, chairman of the faculty
mittee which had developed the
gram, resigned from it in protest.
decision is not motivated by
conservatism," said Rosovsky "It istivated by the belief that -

in educational policy should be

A t 4: 13 p.m. on a chill spring Sun
"" on the Cornell University campu
Ithaca, N.Y., the main doors of Will
Straight Hall swung open. A band of
black men and women students, S(
draped with bandoliers and carryin~
arsenal of seventeen rifles, shotguns
homemade spears, marched out into
sunlight and into a stunned sile
"When they stepped out and I saw
ammunition on the belts and the rifl
recalls Lawrence Terkel, a white Corsenior from Shaker Heights, Ohio, .

heart dropped to my toes."
This profound consternation

shared by almost everyone associ:
with Cornell-the faculty, the stude
militant and uninvolved, parents
alumni. Moreover, it radiated bey
Comell to every other U .S. campus
indeed beyond the universities to 1
society as a whole. For at that mon
now frozen in photographic history,
U .S. student revolt of the 1960s esc~
ed to its third and most explosive st:

Five years ago, at Berkeley, stu<
activists had resorted to the well-t
tactic of sitting-in to win from the adr
istration the right to speak at a mi
phone in Sproul Plaza. Exactly one ,
ago last week at Columbia Univen
student militants turned sit-ins into f(
ble seizllfe and "liberated" building
order to force a redistribution of uni
sity power. Last week at Cornell,
seized building became an armed c:
where students claimed they were ,
ing to die and take others with tn
Faced with this situation university
cials signed an amnesty agreement 1
the blacks "to prevent a growing
imminent threat to life."

Why did the black students arm tt
selves? In the continuo1ls argument
convulsed Cornell throughout the w
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day n:tany claimed-with some justice-that
IS in the blacks genuinely feared armed at-
lard tack by whites. Others, with a psycho-
100 logical bent, held that the blacks were
Jme mainly on a seIf-fueled "ego trip," and
: an were asserting their masculillity-arid no
and doubt there was some truth in that, as
the well. The more cynical insisted that the

nce. deployment of guns was for the benefit
the of the cameras and the media.

les," But the simple fact is that guns were
neIl deployed at Cornell and their very pres-
"my ence commanded certain concessions

from the university, including amnesty
was for the seizure of Straight. L()Oking at
ited the situation from afar, other universities
,nts, reassw.ed themselves that Cornell was a
and special case-an Ivy League school in a
ond rural setting where hunting is a common
and recreation and where guns, knives and
U .S. bullets are casually plentiful-and that,
1ent in any case "it can't happen here" at
the Chicago or Michigan or Stanford. But as

Ilat- one Cornell faculty man noted: "When
'!cge. you come down to it, guns work."
lent War: That unadorned element must
ried now be factored into the calculatio11s of
nin- adminisb.ators who have to negotiate
cro- with students, of admission officers who
year have to pick next year's entering classes
!ity, (page 28) , of faculty who are devoted
)rci- to academic reason and discourse, of
s in alwnni called on to give to alma mater,
ver- of parents due to send the tuition checks,
the and of the students themselves who may

imp find themselves between warring camps.
will- Not even the militant white members of
lem. Cornell's Students for a Democratic Soci-
offi- ety chapter who folmed a "defense per-
Nith imeter" for the blacks in the Straight
and were of one mind about the guns. Some

said they were "turned off," others said,
lem- "it was beautiful."
that The b.aumatic events at Cornell took
eek, place in a week when the U .S. campus



HA TIOHAL AFF AIRS

Evans at the Afro house
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SECOND DAY: Blacks leave the Straight Muller and Whitfield: An agreement

carefully and considered in a calm at-
mosphere." Astronomy Prof. Charles
Whitney, also a member of the original
Rosovsky committee, acknowledged that
the move does establish a precedent that
other students might use, but added:
"We decided that if it is a department
in which the students can bring to bear
persuasive arguments, then maybe the
precedent is not such a bad idea." oth-
ers at Harvard had at least one eye on
Ithaca. "There was a lot of ordinary,
garden-variety cowardice in the vote,"
commented one senior professor. "The
incredible events at Cornell had some
effect, of course, but people who voted
yes, I feel, thought that there's bound to
be violence eventually and they could
buy 'peace in our time' by giving black
students what they wanted."

But this specter of a Munich at Ithaca
maybe overdrawn. A careful chronology
of the events at Cornell reveals a cau-
tionary and ambiguous moral story. No
party had a monopoly on virtue, courage
or honest discourse.

came to Comell six years ago from the
Ford Foundation, he made up his mind to
recruit Negroes-particularly bright stu-
dents from the slums. Comell today has
250 black students; and many of them feel
they have been dropped into an enemy
camp-condescending at best, actively
hostile at worst, and geared to make them
dark copies of middle-class whites.

Racial incidents have been growing on
campus for more than a year. First, black
students sat in the office of the economics
department chairman to protest alleged
racist remarks by a visiting professor.
After the riots that followed the assassi-
nation of Martin Luther King Jr., anony-
mous whites telephoned threats to black
students. This fall and winter members
of Comell's Afro-American Society
staged a series of demonstrations for a
separate black college. After each dem-
onstration, the threatening calls from
whites increased. "Rumors of black and
white trouble were like a background
noise," Perkins says.

PerkinsnimseIf was not safe from at-
tack. In February, a bl~ck student
grabbed his coat collar from the rear
during a student meeting discussing the
university's holdings in the Chase Man-
hattan Bank ( accused of investing in
South Africa) .Some whites started car-
rying hunting knives when they were out
late. Three weeks ago one member of
Afro bought $50 worth of ammunition in
Ithaca-about the same time the trustees
were voting to create a center for Afro-
American studies to open in the fall.

Shortly after 2 a.m., Friday, April 18,
the lid blew off Comell's racial situation.
It was Parents' Weekend and some 2,000
visitors were expected. Coincidentally,
the board of student conduct ( consisting
of five students and four faculty mem-
bers), after a six-hour meeting, an-
nounced it was dropping charges against
blacks charged with stealing cushions
from a girls' dorm. It gave mild repri-
mands to three others accused of being
in demonstrations for the black college.

Less than an hour later a rock was
thrown through a window of Wari (Swa-
hili for "home") House, a cooperative
residence for twelve black women, and a
cross was burned on the front steps. Be-
fore dawn sixteen false alarms and two
bomb threats were reported across the
campus. No one is certain who was re-
sponsible. In any case, at dawn a day
later 100 black students decided to seize
Willard Straight Hall to protest the dis-
ciplinary decisions, mild as they were.
Racing down halls shouting "fire," they
routed 30 Parents' Weekend visitors
from their beds and evicted 40 universi-
ty employees. When one woman did not
move out fast enough, the students
ripped open her door with a crowbar .
The blacks then chained Straight Hall's
doors shut from the inside, pulled out fire
hoses and pointed them at the entrances.No guns were inside at this time. .

Fight:. The first the campus knew of
the seizure was at 6:03 when the stu-
dent radio station WVBR, with studios
in the basement of "the Straight," in-
terrupted its programing for a "relevant
political message." Edward L. Whitfield,
19-year-old sophomore chairman of Afro,
announced that blacks had taken over
the building to protest Cornell's "racist
attitudes." Whitfield, who went to cen-
tral High in Little Rock (where he was
sixth in his class) , is enrolled in a six-year
Ph.D. program. Outside, white members
of SDS, who knew of Afro's plans in ad-
vance, formed a line. "We were sup-
posed to set a defense perimeter," said
bearded David Burak. "We would be
fighting and taking the lumps they have
taken for 300 years."

As the blacks and their white support-
ers saw the issue, the protest was a po-
litical act, and the university did not
have jurisdiction over political dissent.
They also said the conduct committee
was incompetent to judge them since the
committee was all white. Explained
Tom Jones, another Afro leader and for-
mer president of Cornell's freshman class:
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s pread gracefully over 200 acres high
-above Lake Cayuga in mid-state New
York, Cornell University could serve as
a movie set for a peaceful American
campus. Water gushes through gorges in
the rolling hills; well-scrubbed coeds
stroll to class. ' Cornell is an Ivy League
school, but it is also New York State's land-
grant oollege; it has a large College of
Agriculture and a College of Home Eco-
nomics-and its 14,000 students come
from rural areas of the state as well as
from the cities and suburbs. Social life is
centered in the 51 fraternities and ten
sororities; there is little to do in Ithaca
(population: 31,000).

Cornell is governed by 49 trustees,
including the speaker of the State Assem-
bly, and a representative of the state
Grange. But the real power resides in
James A. Perkins, a 57-year-old, Phila-
delphia-born Quaker, the liberal presi-
dent of a liberal institution. When Perkins
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