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Father Eari A. Neil, of Saint Au-

i gusting's Episcopal Church in Oakland,

H A L L E L U A H I : California, has become a well-knoun
Jigure, over the pasl few vears, par-

i Meuwlorly., Althowugh he has baen ra-
renﬂy placed in a high-ranking position

T H E P Eo P L E within the Episcopal Church, and has
bean a strong and righteous voice de-

:‘em‘rng the rights of oppressed people,

R Evo LU TIONA RY he has baen callad by the racist U.S,
i powsr structure everything but a child-

: af-God, The following, recent in-depth

:'nierui;zw with Father Neil, retn:.ra!s
: why this is so, for ke has practicad
! what he preached:
AS TOI.D BY ;Q: Father Mell, could you tell us
: something sbout your background
FATHER EARL A. NE"-- : where you're from, and how you camu

to be 8 minister?

LR i e S ]

FATHER NEIL: I was born and ralsac
in 5t, Paul, Minneaota and 1 grew uj
there, went through the public schools
thers; graduated from Carleton College
in Northfield, Minnesota, In 1957, anc
graduated from Seabury Wastern Theo-
logical Seminary in 1960, My firs
church was fn Wichita, Kansas, My
next church was in Chicago, and from
Chicago I came out hera (o Call-
fornia). 1I've been out here for four
and a half years now,

: 'Q: When did you become actively in-
volved in the civil and human rights
struggle, and would you describe that

: period?

FATHER NEIL: Actually, [ first be-
cama involved in the human rights anc
civil rights struggle whenlwas 7 years
old, when my mother and father got
me out on 8 picket line, picketing the
grade achool, | was inthe second grade
at that time, And, az [ look back or
it now, | know now what was going
down, There were rather deplorahble
conditions ar that time; that was back
in around 1942, And so [ got involvac
actively in the struggle when | was
7 years old, They were picketing the
school back then, even; and that's Ir
St. Paul, Minnescta (of ell places)
Then, during the time | was in high
gchool and In college, | was very
much involved with the local MAACP
At that time that was the only civi
rights organization in existence. My
involvement continued through the tims
when | was in the Seminary. When

was in Wichita, Kansas, [ worked wid
tha MAACP there,

When 1 went to Chicago, that wn
back in 1964, | got involved in the
civil rights movement In the South
During the summer of 1964 1 workec
with an orgenization called COFC
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wncil of Federated Organizations),
ch was an organization brought
wt by the combined efforts of SNCC,
RE and state clvil rights groups
the Stare of Missisaippi, They werea
nbining thelr afforts in a voter re-
tration drive In the South at that

12, The place where they wershaving

most diffieulty was in Southwest
sgissippl, in aplace called MeComb,
sslagippl, which la about 60 miles
ithwest of Jackson, That place |s so
| that even James Eastland doean't
m bather to campalign there, bacause
8 are just so out of sight and so
aded by thelr raciam, In McComb,
ing the summer of 1964, there wore
least 28 bombings and Burnings
homes and of churches. It was con-
ered the most dangerous areainthe
ithy and, indeed, in the State of
sglasippl at that time,

20FQ sent out a call for people
m around the country to come and
P In voter registration efforts there,
g one of the persons who responded
that call, and went down theras, It
& a very educational experience for
t, and somewhat of a turning point
my own life, For then | really saw,
ar hand, just what the conditions ware
the South; and it was just like
sther country. It was tha flrst tdmes
it [ ever felt completely halpless,
1 didn't know where to mrn, [ mean
it it really cams down on me, the
nditions ware just that critlcal,

This was firss brought home to me
en tha plane landed in Jackson and
r trovelling companion, another
{mgt, and myself went to the motel
wre we ware staying, The firatthing
1 did was tw call the FBL 1o lst
sm know we were there, And, the FBL
ile a very ominous statement to us,
d pointed out to us that if anything
ppened 1o us, we understood, of
urse, that they could not step in,
leas there was a viclaron of civil
hts, In other words, if we gor offed
ille we were down there, they could
nothing to prevent this, Thay could
ly step in after some action had
ppened, Then, after telling us, they
id, “‘Mow will you please give us the
mes of your next of kin', This was
vary davestating thing to me, be-
use | knew thar If anything did
ppen there, you could not appeal to
= city police, the county police, the
ate pallce or to the FBI, because
¢ one thing they're all part and par-
il of the same racist, oppressive op-
ation in the United States, As | was
iying, this was the first time T reallv
It heipless and powarless; and 1 was
sy, vary frightened,

Wall, if [ was frightened, the peopla
In MecComb were ten times as
frightened, because they had to live
with this fear, with these conditions,
all the bombings and burnings (which
were particularly numerous during the
gummer})all through their Hves there,
This has been the situation, with the
White Citizens Council and the Klan
running through the Black com-
munities, trying o destroy them,

While 1 was in Mississippi, on August
28, 1964, the Society Hill Baptist Church
was bombed, At this church mass
meetings had been held during the
summer, trying to get people out to
citizenship classes, and trying to get
them out to to vote. The
church had been used for this purposs,
and, as | mentioned, on August 28,

1964, the church was bombed, at abaut

11:30 that night; and about half an hour
later, the home wheare thisother priest
and T were staying was bombed,

: Was It the home of & local resi-
dent?

FATHER NEIL: Yas it was, It was the
home of Mrs., Alyene Quinn, Mrs,
Quinn was one of the few Black people
who did have the courage to come ouf,
openly Identify with the civil rights
workers at that time, This {8 not to
say that the other Blacks did not have
that courage; but she was just one of
the few Blacks who actually stepped
out and was identified as one of the
local leaders in Mizsizsippl,

In the citizenship classes that we
held, we schooled the citizens on how
to take the voter registration tescs and
how to vote, and soforth, Another thing
which stood out in my mind and made

8 great impreasion on me when | was
in MeComb is when we went around
door-to-door in the Black community to
canvass the people, Soma af the people,
a8 soon as they saw us, knew what we
woere there for, and they would not let
ug in, Some people would, There was
one house we went o, there ware abootr
5 Blacks sitting on the front porch,
This other preacher and | went up to
i, and we started talking with them,
just exchanging courtesies with them,
and what have you, AS soon as we
gaid we would like for vou to come out
to the citizenship clasges, they all
got up off the porch and went into the
house. That was testdmony to me, 1t
showed me how paralyzed withfear the
people wWere.

One final point about McComb, that
has not been brought out, and it's trus
of the whole civil righte struggle, that

in McComb the Black community
thers, because: of the bombings
and burnings that had gone onthers,
the Black community armed [tsalf,
They made that decision, They armed
themselves to defend their community
against these night riders, And ths
philosophy they operated on was: ''You
have to bring your life to teke mine,"
And this ls a thing that was not
pointed out, This was a fact of tha
clvll rights movement in 1964 that has
not been brought out in literature or
in writngs about It, And it's signi-
ficant, too, that in the very next year,
in the spring of 1965, the Deacons for
Defenas and Justice came out, This was
the firat Black group in this century
that stood up and came out publicly
and atared that they would defend with
weapons the lives of the community,
and the property of Blacks and the com-
munity, And this s not an attiude or
position that they came to overnight,
This has been a history in the South;
and [ think that it's important o bring
that out about the struggle,

}; That even back in 15964 an entire
community armed {taalf?

FATHER NEIL: Right, for self defense,

0); Even thoogh they used the tactic of
non-violence, etc,?

FATHER NEIL: Correct, because they
knew that the power structure would
respond to the peaceful, non-violent
picketing with violence. So the ides
was, when you respond to them with
violence, we're going to defend thelr
lives,

0Q: We could say, then, that Malcolm
X did have quite & far-reaching ef-
fect, even though we hadn't heard about
it or weresn't aware of that effect,

~ when he said defend yourself?

FATHER NEIL: This ls true, Also,
not only Malcolm's brillisnt teaching
and brilliant analysis of the scene in
America, but algo the lifeconditions of
the people, even those Blacks who
hadn't heard of Malcolm, the life con-
ditlons were enough to educate the peo-
ple that this wes the stance that they
had 1o take,

Q: Would you describe your work with
the Hevarend Martin Luther King and
the' Southern Christlan Leadership
Confersnce (SCLC)?

FATHER MNEIL: I first cams: {nto con=
tact with' Dr. Martn Luther King in
the =arly spring of 1965, In the in-

CONTINUED OM NEXT PAGE
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cidenta leading up to the Selma to
Montgomery march, In Selma, Ala-
bama, SNCC (Student Non-Violent Co-
ordinating Commites) in  résponse
to the shooting of JTimmy Lee Jackson,
up in Monroe County, SNCC had talked
with the local residents, They felr that
in order tw point out that Jimmy Lee
Jackson had been killed because of
hiz efforts to organize the Black com-
munity to voting, that there should be

a mirch. starting in Monroe County,
where Jimmy was killed, going through
Dallas County (where Selma is), on
through Lowndes County, and on to the
Montgomery County, where the state
capital iz, to dramatize the nesd for
Blacks to register to vote, the need
for a voting rights bill and the fact
that Blacks like Jimmy Lae Jackson
were being murdered because they

were trying to exercise their rights,
SNCC was jolned by the SCLC in this
effort, On March 9, 1965, was the firet

-

j" g g

"..., The home whera thig other priest and | were staying was bombed,, It was the
home of Mys. Alyenz Quinn,..one of the faw Black péodle whp openly identified
with the civil rights workers of that Hme."

attempted march from Selma to Mont-
gomery, Of course, we know the history
of that atrocity that went down. Feo-
pla ware beaten, tear-gassed, ridden
down by mounted police, and so forth,
Wall, right after that, Dr. King {ssued
a call for people from around the
country to come and join in this march
to Montgomery, and 1 went down thera,
1 worked for the SCLC, and the res-
ponsibilicy that [ had for them was that
| was in charge of the orientatlon of
all the people who came to Montgomery
to march, The orientation consiated of,
lHterally, how tosurvive while you ware
in the South; what things to do and what
things not to do; and how to protect
yourself; and so forth, It was during
this time that 1 got to know Dz, King,
through working with SCLC. Then, the
next year, In 1966, Dr, King and SCLC
went to Chicago to point up the housing
and poverty conditions of Blacks in
Chicago; and there [ worked along with
Dr. King and SCLC alsa,

{): Were you in Cicero, Hlinols, when
they were marching for open housing
conditlona?

FATHER NETL: Righr. There weare dif-
ferent areas in Chicago where we were
marching for open housing, Some ware
Marquette Park, Gage Park, South
Deering (these are some of the notable
places, where the most dramatic, most
violent responses of the whites in Chi-
cago took place), It was toward the end
of the summer of 1966 that an open
housing march was attempted In Cl-
cero, However, a -march did not take
place, because there was such & vio-
lent response-on the part of the people
in Cicero,

3: You have been described as the
“‘Panther Cleric" and *‘Huey P. New-
ton'a Spiriual Advisor®, When and how

did wyou become Involved and
associated with the Black Panther
Party?

FATHER NEIL: As | mentioned earlier
I came out hers in July 1967, and back
in Chicago 1 had heard about the Black
Panther Party. When [ got out here,
1 heard about it, of course, This is
where it was organized, 1 spent the
last 6 monthg of 1967 feeling my way
around the scens hers, Then, around
February, 1968, 1 began visiting Husy
ot the Almmeda County Jall, He was
there having been arrested for the
alleged shooting of some police officer
in West Oakland (I can't recall his
name, It's not important,) AT any rate,
| was visiting Huey in Alameda County
Jail, Shortly after this, toward the and
of 1968, when Bobby and David and
several others were busted on this al-
leged (llegel weapons charge, con-
gpiracy o do something, after one of
the hearings that Bobby had to go mup
in Barkeley, | let David know that if

GONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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the Party ever wunted a place tomeet,
to feel free o meet at 5t, Augustine’s
Church, That was on & Tuesday, The
very next night they had a meeting down
at the church, From that point on,
that's where my actual assoclation be-
gan, and, as far ma |'m concarned,
has beautifully developed, because ['m
very flattered to be allowed tocontinue
the relationship with the Party, I'm
glad the Party has allowed ma to do
this,

Q: Could you tell us why you have
continued to work ao closely with the
Party?

FATHER MNEIL: Well, number one, 1
relate very much with the 10-point
program, As | read the scene with
Black people acroas the country, |
belleve that the Black Panther Party
has the most inclsive analysis and
responae to the scene in America,

Ag 1 suggested earlier, the mood
of Blecks around the country was
changing (in 1968), the response of
Biacks to the racism and oppression
of thiscountry. We sawthat the powers-
that-ba did not respond to non-vio-
lence, 20 Blacks were forced to teke
another gtance, The Deacons for De-
fense and Justice during that time also
gurvived, Of course, we had the street
rabellions of Wartts, and so forth, and
Blacks were standing up and trying to
find a way o respond to the op-
pression that they felt and Hwved with
day by day. The Party, very simply,
ag | understood the Party, was saying
we want to put these programs into
operation; and {t's. been the case,
historically, whenever these programs
have been put lnto operation, the mili-
tary has been sent in to stop them,
The FParty is saying that whenever the
milltary (8 sent in, Black people will
defend themselves, as we have, because
wa can have no defense from any
other plaga...Aatl, | ‘elt chat e, Party

was il the vanguarcd of this reapoiise,
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eeed Delivve in the way tha Parly has moved, and, throwh my observalion
and my own experignce.” (At the Black Panther Party's first Free Broaaobfosi
FProgram, at St, Augustine's, in 1568.)

| knew that the Party would be getting
a lot of misundarstanding, & lot of
flak, which it =atill continues o do,
Howevar, | beliave in the way the Party
has moved, and, through my awn ob-
gervation and my own experience, Flus,
I lave tha brothers and sliters in the
Party, There are & lot of beauriful
brothers -and sisters in o

Q: With what other orgunizations are
you presently involved, and what is
your work with them?

FATHER NEIL:Tam a member aof
the Alamo Black Clergy, which is an
Interdenominational group of Black
clergy in the Bay Ares(MNorthernCa-
lifornia), One of the thinga thar we try
to do is we try to show the role
that organized religion has, as far as
the Black Liberation Movementiscon-
cernad.

I'm presendy the Chalrman of the
Bay Area Union of Black Episcopal-
{ans, This might be referred to as a

lack. Caugua  within , the Eplscopal
church here i Califp ’;Ea 'W[-L_Pgt‘-:-ﬁ re
dolng s we've viihni .EﬂH‘ETEETEE;[%

copaliens to lift up and try and change
the racism that the Episcopal Church
perpetuates In many areas: B= it in
employment; be it In curriculum; be it
in hisineas investments; and so forth,

I'm also Chairman of the Bay Area
Ad Hoc Committes on Grand Jury re-
form, And, I'm just a member of the
community, in general; whatever
groups want, If | can be of assistance
to any kind of groups that function in
the community,

J: At one time you were a member of
the Alameada County Grand Jury, From
your direct experience, could you give
us your opinion of the workings of
the Grand Jury and why so few Black
and other poor people are ssiected for
Grand Jury duty?

FATHER NEIL: T was on the Alameda
County Grand Jury in 1970, And one
reason why there are so faw Blacks,
poor and young people on the Grand
jury |s becmuse of the way the grand

Jury, I8 ‘selected. Betehy Fif desctipe

PAEGHDEA BN NEXT PAGE
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that, Each of the superior court judges
(there are 25 in number) pominates 2
pecple, known to tham, to be on the
grand jury, This means they may Just
nominate two of their friends, They
might be membars-ol their 13cal John
Birch Society, their local Minutemen
goclety, thelr local Kiwanas, local
Lions, local Rotary clubs, what have
you, and this 18 50 names. From
these 30 names, 30 names are drawn
(allegedly ar random) to be a grand
jury candidate, Then, asecond drawing
ia held, again allegadly 3t random,
from which 1% names aredrawntocom-
plete the grand jury, The remaining
Il names are substitute grand jurors,
'In case the 19 drawn cannot continue
to function, they would be replaced
from the 11,

[t's interesting that in the 1970
drawing on the panel of 30, there
were 6 blacks; 5 of us were drawn,
Blacks have never enjoyed those odds
before, Five out of 6 were drawn on
the 1970 grand jury. Another interesting
thing |5 that during the yvear, one of
the Blacks and one white had to leave
the grand jury, because they had moved
out of town, They went back to the
remaining ,fa.ntl -”5? urpre, and they
drew oné whiré hame dnd the remaining

Black, - Thoae odde were qurite remark——

able, That's why | say the drawings
are allegedly at random, This year,
I believe, there were one Black, one
Chicano and two or three orientals,
So, 1970, in my opinion, appeared to
be the year for the Blacks, But anyway,
the reasom that so few young, Black
and poor people are on I8 because the
judges do not nominate people from
these conatituencies, They say that they
don't know -any, which may or may
not be the care. This 8 why it is so
important that comimmity groups
of theas constitencies (of the Blacks,
young, poor and other ethnic minori-
ties) submit names, o the superior
court judges,of people who would be
willing to serve on the grand jury,
gince they say they do not know of
anybady like this, Ut is perfectly legal
and perfectly all right m do it this
way, for groups to submit names to
the judges, so that their names may
be placed In the hat.

(One other reason that there are few
ethnic minoritles on the grand jury is
that the time involved is tremandous,
It takes about 3 daye a weelk, and the
pay iz only 55 a day and most working
pecple do not have the tdme; nor do
they have the kinds of jobs that would
allow them to take 2 - 3 days off
during the “'E*.'k: nor is the pay that

rbe} get from setving on the grand jury

chmmensilraté with their satarfes,

However, there ia no reason why
people on welfare should not be allowed
to serve on the grand jury, They have
both the tdme, and, if they're getting
their welfare allotment, they don’thave
any worry about flnances, The names of
people on welfare very definitely should
be submitted and that would take in &
lor of folks, & lot of young people, &
lot of ethnle minorites and a lot of
poor people. So, the grand Jurors
would be chosen from that constituency,
of those who have to receive public
pgsistunce, An  argument leveled
against this {s that these people do not
have enough expertize in business
matters, Well this {s a bhig hoax in
my opinion, becouse anybody who has
to recelve public assistance knows that
wealfare department Inside and ourt,
Also, knowlsdge of buginess or ex-
pertise is notaprerequisite for agrand
juror, because of the other folk who
served on the grand jury, They didn't
know thelr left foor from thair right
hand, Thay did not have that expertise
at all, The only qualifications, a3 |
sza it, for & grand Juror is that you
have some kind of sensitivity tohuman
needs, and just be a human being...

J: You have recently been elected to u
position on the Standing Commitiee
of the Episcopal Diocoese of California,
Couald you explain more about thia and
what it means to you and to the com-
mupity, and would this position take
you away from the work thar you have
been doing with community groups?

FATHER NEIL: ['ll answer your last
question firar, No, [t will not take me
away, and 1 would not accept the posldon
ff It did; buar, mo, It would not, 1
might also say that it doss not mean
that 1 will have to leave St Augusting's
and move over toS5an Francisco or any-
thing like that, I'm servingonthecom-
mitee with no salary, [don't glve up
St, Augustine's or anything like that,
It will not take me away from what 1
have been doing.

The Standing Committee is8 a com-
mittee of the diocese, something lke
the Central Committee of the Black
Panther Party, in that it is the body
that functions and makes important de-
cisions involving the affalrs of the dio-
cese of Californie. Some ofits funcrions
are these: If the Bishop of the dlocesa,
who 15 the head of the diocese, cannot
function, he may be i1, he may retire,
he may die, if the diocese |8 without
a Bishop for any reason, then the
Standing Committee is the committes
that makes the decisions that he would
in the diocese, That'a one of Ita
funcdons, one of its roles. Another
function ls that before a congregation
or & church can venture into any huge
financial obligation or contract, it must
get the spproval from the Standing
Commirttee, Before a man can be or-
dained a priest in the church, he must

CONTINUED ON'NEXT PAGE
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coms before the Standing Commitiee
and be approved by them, Then, there
ara other administrative matters that
the Standing Committee deals with, If
gome kind of dfficulty takes place be-
tween & clergyman and his congre-
gation, the Standing Committes will ar-
bitrarte that: some difficuley between
the priest and the bishop, the Standing
Committee will arbitrate that, There
are other {mportant decislon-making
policlies the Standing Committee exe-
cures,

the first

This 1is tme, to my

knowledge, in the history of the diocese
of California that Biacks have been on
such a committes, It's imparcant in the
ammae that Blacks are finally in de-
clsion-making poaitdons at that leveal,
I'm just oma of sight people on the
Committee, Thers are some whites on
the committee that are very sensitive
and very human and very fins, Christlan
people, At any rate, it's the firat tims
in history that Blacks have been inthis
type  of deciston-making process,
Around the country, the different din-
ceses around the country, each diocesa
has a standing committes, Often times
Blacks are not at this decision-making
level, Thig is one of the things that
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our union ralzes, that although Blacka
pay thelr assessments, our financial
obligations o the diccese and soforth,
wa have no share (n the decision-
making process, So, this ls a step,
at least,

Now how this positlon can be used
o benefit the communicy. 1 juse
have to rely upon the holy spirit of
God to give me that direction; and {f
He can use me in this capacity, then,
believe me, | will open myself up to
it.

Q: Since you have known Huey P,
Newton for soma time now, Ih leads
to asking wvour opinion of his last
trial, in which another jury was un-
ahle to reach a decision?

FATHER NEIL: My opinion of the whole
trial was that it was another step in
the state's attack o deplete the fin-
ancial and the emational resgurces, and
paychological resources, of the Party
and the community, | do not view this
past jury's Indecision as a victory at
all, The very fact that Huey had to go
through a third trial was unnecessary,
in my opinlon, The second trial was
necessary in the sense that the pre-
vious decision was reversed, but even
that one (the second trial) wouldn's
have had o have happenad, if the judge,
from the get-go, had done the correct
thing.

Even If the verdict had come down
Il -1, [ would not think that this was
a victory, becaugse of the very fact that
he had to go through thet, And [ think
{t was a waste of timea, a waste of the
taxpayer's money. | think thar this
should really be brought out, [t was a
wuste of the taxpayer's money and all
that money could be used for many
other things. It could be used to im-
prove conditlons in the schools; for
rehabilitation of men on probation or
on parole; it could be used m im-
prove conditdons at Santa Rita or ju-
venile hall, There're many thinga that
this taxpayer's money could be used
for, rather than to financially support
the personal vendetta of Lowell Jensen,
gt. al, on Huey P, Newton and the
Black Panther Party, | view the in-
ability to reach a wverdict not as a
victory at all, but as a defeat for
justice ln this country, in this county
and the world, by the very fact that
he had o go through ir, No matter
what decision they cama out with, even
tf it was acquittal, the very fact that
he had to go through this much stuff
in order to establigh his {nnocence is
gtill an indictment on the crim!nal
justice In this country,

Thank you wvery much Father WNeil,
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