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.mple, since I'm here, the Algerian
sar ended in 1962 and they extended a
general amnesty six years later in 1968,
When we look at the U.S. Constitu-
tion, which guarantees the right to
struggle when one is the victim of bad
treatment, the people shouldn’t have
gone to prison in the first place. Fur-
thermore, whenever people like Nixon
and other national so-called leaders are
discovered engaging in criminal ac-
tivities, they get amnesties or pardons.
Therefore, everyone that is incarcerated
for political reasons in the United States
should be given a general amnesty im-
mediately—or at least benefit from the
same kind of pardon that Nixon
got—for whatever they did or might
have done.

Q.: In the spirit of such an amnesty
and the reintegration of these individu-
als of ideals and lessons into the society,
what kind of an effect would this have?

D.C.: The main reason these people |
are still in prison is to prevent them
from educating people or from develop-
ing struggle to improve the quality of
life for everyone. We must push for
their release so that these people can
return to their communities and give the
kind of leadership that is needed. Be-
cause, right now there is a void that is
being filled by crack and misplaced
aggression. If we examine statistics of
the last 30 years, we see that things
improved when this leadership was not
in prison and active, supplying the kind
of information and education that the
people needed. Weli, these same people
are needed out in the streets today. Its
urgent. For the good and the survival of
the country. )

Q.: From the perspective of 20
years, how do you see the Biack liber-
ation movement in the United States?

D.C.: Torespond on the Black liber-
ation movement is a little difficult, my
being in exile for 18 years; I only get
headiines out lrere. However,tiry to-
keep myself informed enough to have
an overall, general view of the situ-
ation. I will respond by reading from a
list of statistics that I've managed to put
together: In 1984, the average Black
family had 56 cents to spend while
whites had a dollar. For Blacks, 56 cents
was 2 percent less than in 1980, and 6
percent less than in 1970. That alone
shows the pauperization process among
Black people. The situation is economi-
cally worse today than when we were
politically active 20 years ago. So, if
there is a Black liberation movement,
it's not very effective.

Government statistics for 1986 say
16 percent of all white children were
poor, while 43 percent of all Black
children were poor. That is a terrible
indictment, not only of the society, but
also of any movement that possibly
exists.

Since 1973, weekly wages have de-
clined 14.5 percent; hourly wages 10
percent. Half of the total national
wealth is possessed by 0. 5 percent of the
population. Since 1980, there are 145
percent more millionaires in the United
States. The gap between upper- and
lower-income families is now wider
than at any time since the Census Bu-
reau began collecting such data. To me,
that doesn’t indicate that progress is
being made. Actually, when looking at
the statistics, things have been going
backward. The rich are getting richer

and the poor are getting’ povrér.

In 1984, the infant-mortality rate for
Blacks in the United States was 21 per
thouwsand; lor whites, 10.5 per thouw-
sand. The rate for Blacks is on the same
leve!l found in many Third World coun-
tries. In I19B3, life expectancy in the
United States for while Temnales was
8.7 years, for Black Temales 73, 6; for
white males 71,7 and lor Black moles
65,4, Thus, it appears 1o be o struggle
Tar survival.

The national prison population is 50-
percent Black, and the New York state
prison population is 75-percent Black.
So, from my perspective the situation
looks terrible. It cries for the need of a
liberation movement ob a mnational
scale

).t Can you describe your personal
growth and trensformation over the
past 20 vears, spectfically in relation Lo
some of the values vou have that were
also embraced by (he BFP and some
while radicals during the "60s57?

D.C.: For the-past 20 vears, |
haven't stopped trying to inform and
educate mysell, Il've siudied his-
tory—Trom today all the way back to
the Big Bang—in order 1o better under-
siand this mess that we now [ind
oursclves in. Because, in looking
around on a day-to-day basis, it looks
like o despernte situation with no way
pul. Managing 1o acquire a long view of
history—I1"m not just talking about last
week—gives a clearer perspective,
Things are not as hopeless, (s possible
1o see how vesterday led 1o today, and
it arms us Lo better develop methods of
struggle that will suceesslully lead to a
brighter lomorrow,

I'm much more angry today than 1
wis 20 years ago. Then, [ simply recog-
nized the necessity that something had
to be done and was not as mad and
violent as now. Mow when [ hear of
injustices, particularly in the United
States, 1 have mad and violent renc-
tions, When 1'm n personal witness to
injustice, particularly racist incldents, 1

react before [ think, which I dont like
at all. Thuts very dangerous, I'm try-
g to work on controlling that.

In terms of revolutionary violence,
we made the mistake of placing tactics
belore siralegy. Since we wanied to
distinguish ourselves from those people
that didn't want {o do-anything, there-
fore maintaining the status quo, we
went (o the other extreme in our zenl (o
demonsirate our revelutionary lervor
and got hung up dealing with tactics,
period. With no overall strategy at alll

When we look at other move-
ments—Baader-Meinhofl in Germany,
Direct Action in France, Tupdmaros in
Liruguay—with their politics being dis-
connected from mass movemenls, vio-
lence turned out to be personal wars
Historically, the successiul uses of vio-
lence have been those conmedied with
mass strugples (o gain a better life,
Violence was tsed o give the Tinal push
to obiain the freedom that peoples
struggled for. In Micaragoa against
Somoza, for example. The same (hing
15 happening in South Alrica today. The
masses started moving, much as Blacks
in the United States in the "60s, before
the violent actions of the African MNa-
tional Congress began, Thatk n mass
movemnent that’s not going to stop until
[inal victary,

I'm now in the process of trying to
make a synthesis of our experiences and
trying to understand things thnt we did
wrong, in order 1o use the lessons
learned to develop methods of struggle
that will be mare efficient in the Muture,

Q. It would seem that the United
States is collaborating with the govern-
ment of South Aflrica to suppress the
visibility of this movement, Do you
think that our government is afraid that
a really open discussion about the pro-
cess in South Africa would reignite the
struggle here by fostering comparisons
to American history?

D.C.: Thats one of

the tricks
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they've always used, Of ali the liber-
alion struggles in the world, the one
with the closest parallel to Black liber-
ation in the United States is the struggle
in South Africa. Itisa highly urbanized
society with a large working class,
Furthermore, South Africa imporied
apartheid rom the United States. Take
the pass laws, for example. There is a
photograph in otr famlly of my father
with o colleague at & garage where they
both worked, The colleague is holding
up o pass. | forget which state from the
South he was from, but they  had
passes, Apartheid is an American prod-
uct. And, since many problems still
exist on that level in the USA, if the
govermment gave [ree reign 1o open
disenssion il would really be condeman-
ing itsell and exposing itsell to prob
lems they don’t wanl o deal with.

Q.: Some of the chief prablems
within the vapguard. oreanizations of
the T60s hind to-do with'individuals and
the issue of Individualism. Although
history shows that many of these or
ganizations were neutralized by police
mfiltration, vou have a different view
concerning the breakup of the move-
ment, Cuan you explain?

D.C.: I'm convinced of ane thing
It was not government repression tha
destroyed the BPF. Obviously, many
members were victims of that repres-
sion. MNevertheless, at the time | was
there, Lhe greater the repression, the
more support we redeived, nol only
from Blacks, but also from other seg-
ments of the society. 1'm convinced
that, on the whole, the organization was
destroved by the megnlomania of men,

There is & tendency expressed by the
males of the human species, which is,
they always engage in the struggle to see
who's going Lo be king of the hill, To see
who's the baddest. When we look at the
history of the world, conflicts are based
on some male's desire to dominate oth-
ers. Strugele between men is always al
the root of conflicts in mankind.

I consider this
evolutionary phenomenon from  the
early exdstence of the human species
when il was still on the savanna in
Africa, hunting and being hunted. For
the survival of the group, it was neces-
wary (o choose the moest intelligent and
the strongest as leaders. Establishing
the hierarchy was done by competition
and aggressiveness, Much as in other
species of animals, For example, the
pecking order in the chicken yard, or a
troop of baboons or chimpanzees.

Leaving the savanna, developing civ-
ilization, and the technology capable of
destroying all that lives, these tenden-
cies that were developed for the survival
of the group ever millions of years of
evolution, now have perverse effects
All we have to do is look around the
world to see the results, Most organiza-
tions are destroved because of this ten-
dency of men wanting to dominate and
control, So, in developing methods of
struggle, we must create the means of
keeping these perverse, destructive,
biological, evolulionary, tendencies in
check.

Fersonally, 1'm convineed that since
women were nol engaged directly in
these millions of years of evolutionary
struggles, having been assigned mater-
nity by nature, our chance of survival
would be greatly enhanced if men were
just completely eliminated from any
decision-making process and all de-
cisions were put in the hands of women.



