INEEVERVAVIRNANDIDIDEI

Friday, Februarv 18. 2005

Community Newspaper of Berkeley

Arts & Leisure Cruise ships are plying the Californ

Sports Jackets boys basketball team holds on to league’

A LOOK BACK AT "SERVING THE PEOPLE

BILLY X JENNINGS is the curator of the Black Panthers photo exhibit at the Berkel

Blankfort of Huey Newton in jail in 1968. The exhibit recalls the party’s heyday in the 1960s.

Exhibit focuses on Black P:

® A photo archivist for the
show who was Huey Newton’s
personal assistant keeps the
memory of the Panthers alive

By Martin Snapp
STAFF WRITER

Billy X Jennings remembers the
first time he ever heard of the Black
Panthers.

“It was May 1967; I was 16 years
old. I was coming home from a track
meet, and I knew I was in for a scold-
ing because I had missed my curfew.
But my father had fallen asleep in
front of the TV set, so I was safe. The
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IF YOU GO

B WHAT: “Serving the Peopie — Body
& Soul,” a photo history of the Black
Panther Party.

@ WHERE: Berkeley Public Library
Main Branch, 2090 Kittredge St.

M WHEN: Now through March 19. The
symposium with Billy X Jennings and
others will take place Feb. 26 at 2 p.m.
W COST: Free

@ INFORMATION: 510-981-6233

story about some black men with ri-
fles on the steps of the state Capitol
in Sacramento. I was so thrilled, I
woke mv father un. And he was as

moved by the moment as I was. I
completely forget I was supposed to
get a scolding, and so did he.”

In 1968 Jennings graduated from
high school in San Diego. Right after
the ceremony, he caught the first train
to Oakland, clutching the graduation
present from his favorite teacher, Ms.
Daniels: a copy of “The Autobiogra-
phy of Malcolm X.”

He soon joined the Panthers,
working in the party’s free food pro-
gram until 1970, when he became
Huey Newton’s personal assistant. He
grew quite close to the entire New-
ton family, especially Huey’s parents.
(Incidentally, they named him after
Huey Long, the “Kingfish” of
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JOANNA JTHAMNDA

ey Public Library, where he stands Tuesday next to a photo by Jeffre,

the

“Share the wealth.”)

In 1973 Jennings ran the camp:
headquarters during Bobby Sea
race for mayor of Oakland, wt
shocked the political establishir
by registering 100,000 new voters
winning 40 percent of the vote.

The Black Panther Party has b
gone for almost 20 years, but J
nings is making sure it isn’t for;
ten. As party historian, he has s
the last decade collecting thousa
of historic photographs, some
which are on display in an exhih;
the Berkeley Public Library: “Sen
the People — Body & Soul.”

“When I was Huey’s assistant }
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Panthers

FROM PAGE Al

“Young people have
some funny ideas
They think it was all
about the guns, but
the guns were just a
symbol. ... I tell
them the Panthers
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Guns 5
from the stant, partly because self
defense resonated in the
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community due fo a series of al-
leged brutality incidents,
parily all that hardware
got people’s attention fast,
That became evident in May

in Sacramento asked Jennings
to curate a historical retro-
spective about the Panthers,
just a few blocks from the state
Capitol where they burst upon

almost
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