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INDICT NELSON ROCKEFELLER
AND RICHARD NIXON
FOR FIRST DEGREE MURDER
AT ATTICA STATE PRISON

Mhe outright murder of more than 50 inmates and guards at Atl-
tica State Prison on Monday, September 13, 1971, was conspired
particularly and specifically by New York Stale Governor Nelson
Rockefeller and U.S. President Richard M. Nixon. There is clear
evidence of this fact in that the State's own correctional officers
 guards, in the hands of the inmates | and the inmates themselves
were shot to death with weapons belonging to nearly 1,700 Na-
lional guards and State Police, seat in to do the killings. The
vicious attack was ordered by and openly congratulated and sup-
ported by Melson Rockefeller and Richard M. Nixon. The dead
guards and dead inmates were filled with holes from 12 gauge
shotgun blasts and varying machine guns, rifle and pistol wounds
— all the dead bodies having been mutilated by as many as 12
hullet or buckshot holes. Mot one such type weapon was in the
hands of any of the inmates.

The inhuman tactics of the attack were organized and carried
aul by 2 trained militia-man, formerly with the U.S. Army's
counter-intelligence division in Washington, D.C., Captain Heary
F. Williams of M.Y. State Police. Rockefeller, Nixon, Dswald, et
al, willfully ignored all further negotiative guidance and con-
spired and ordered the murderous attack.

At the request of the inmates at Attica State Prison, Chairman
Bobby Seale, of the Black Panther Parly, emtered the prison
grounds on Saturday evening, September 11, 1971, Chairman Bob-
by explained to the prison brothers that he would leave the prison
and return after consaltation with other Ceatral Commitiee mem-
bers as to the exact mature of practical, political megotiating
guidance that the Black Panther Party could and would lend, and
that this required retwrning to the Party's Oakland Headquarters.
The prisoners staled to Bobby that no guard would be Killed or
released. al least until his return with some practical negotiating
guidance which the inmales could decide upon. That following
Sunday morning, Chairman Bobby was denied permission to re-
enter the prison. At this point Russell 6. Oswald [State Prison
Gorrections Commissioner | demanded that the Chairman beg the
hrothers compromise iheir position, as Oswald fell that Bobby

would influence the prisoners greatly. When Chairman Bobby
clearly stated that only the prisoners could make their own deci-
sions and that he would not compromise their stance nor their
lives, he was then not allowed re-entry into the prisan yard fo
again reassure the prisoners of his refurn.

Between 6 and 6:30 p.m. Sunday, September 12, 1971, Chairman
Bobby, then in Oakland, called Commissioner Oswald to explain
that the prisoners had stated that “no guard would be Killed or
released"’, until he returned with further negotiative guidance for
the prisoners. Returning to Buffalo, Mew York early Monday
morning | at approximately 9:00 a.m. | to try again to get into the
prison, Bobby Seale, Chairman of the Black Panther Party, heard
of the vicious attack upon the prison, over the car radio mews
station, while on his way to the prison. Oswald had carried out
his instructions as follows: Oswald delivered an ultimatum to the
prisoners early that Monday morning. The prisoners asked for
time, time to receive negotiating guidance from the Black Panther
Party. With the full knowledge that Bobby was coming to the
prison, Oswald slyly “granted” only twenty minutes, at which
point he lied and said that helicopters hovering over the prison
saw the brothers inside slit the throats of eight guards. Oswald
then carried out the conspiring murderous instructions, on orders
from Rockefeller and Nixon, and gave the word to attack, assault
and kill.

The Black Panther Party, one with the peoples of the Warld's
Communities, calls for the people, and particularly in the U.5., 1o
come forth and bring an indictment of First Degree Murder and
Conspiracy to Commit Murder against Governor Nelson Rockefeller
of New York and also against the U.S. President, Richard
M.Nixon, for the same, of First Degree Murder and Conspiracy to
Commit Murder of over 50 prisoners and guards at Aftica State
Prison, New York, on September 13, 1971

CENTRAL COMMITTEE

Black Panther Party - <%

One with the Peoples of the World.
ALL POWER TO THE PEGPLE
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Nixon, Rockefeller and Oswald wanted a Peaceful solution,
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“Wa are MEN, We are not beasts,""

MASSACRE AT ATTICA

They aay violence erupted on Thurs-
day, Septemlber 9th, at Arlcas State
Frison In MNew York, whennearcly 2,000
meq wrested control of the facility from
the handa of State officials and prison
administrators, With this s astarting
polnt and basla for “‘actlon’, Gover-
nor Malson Rockefellar of New York
apd LS, Presldent Ricnard M, Nixon
orderad and had implemented the our-
right murder, the muassacra of gt least
30 persons, four days later, Violence
did not erupt at Attica on September
$rth., The brutal beatings, the [solations
cells, the secrat murders, the overall
inhumane conditions perpetrated by the
prigon mdminiscration, the State and
Federal governments has sxisted for
aome rime, For ong group of men -
the State - w claim the right to kill
or otherwige destroy the lives of other
men - the Imnates - s certalnly vio-
lance in the extrems,

The selzure of the Attica State prison
It those it held by force, by the in-
mares there, wos a human response o
the violence and suffering the brothers
had long endured, When In a quick and
organized, unlted move those brothers
declared in action that they would take
authority over their lives, they stared
that by capturing control of the prison
and arresting approximately 38 of the
institutlon's guards, they wished to
make it clear that they no longer wished
to be confined lke animals, nor treated
like animals, Their aim was not to
control the prison to the degres whera

they would confine others, confine thoge

'who had dealt them such terrible blows,

but to simply go free, live like human
beinga, outside the prison walls — and
for those who would, to even leave the
country to go toone where they could
ba treated and respond to others as
human beings. Thelr goal was net to
take any lives, but to save llves -
their own. The capturing of guards was
g move to exchange lives - theirs for
the guards” - [or they presumed that
America placed value on human lves -
egpecially when those lives were of
people who upheld and enforced the
very laws which are the foundation of
the "'Democracy"’,

Thelr declaration made all of this
distinctly clear: ""The entire i{ncident
that -has erupted here at Attics is not
& result of the dastardly bushwhacking
of the two prisoners on September 8,
1971, ‘but of the unmitigated oppreasion
wrought by the racist administrative
natwork of this prison throughout the
years,

"We are MEN, We are not beasts
and we do not intend to be beaten or
driven as such, We wlll not compro-
mise on &ny terms, except those tarms
that are agreeable to us,

""We want complete amnesty - free-
dom fromall or any physical, mental
or legal reprisals, We want - now -
specdy and safe transportation out of
confinement to & non-imperialisdc

country, Wa demand thar the federal
government intervens so thar we will
be under direct federal jurisdiction,
Wa want the government and the ju-
diclary, namely Constance B. Motley,
o guarantee that there will be no re-
prisals, And we want gll facets of the
media o articulate this, "

During that first day, the brothers in-
gide had taken complets control of the
prizon; but ag armed police re-inforce-
menta moved in, they were pushed back
to be primarily concentrated inone cell
Block - D, Later on in the day, a
counter-attack was launched by the
heroic inmates, who had only thelr
hands and clubs: butr this move was
soon quelled by the submachine guns,
rifles with telescopic sights and tear
gas grenade launchers of palice,

As8 things became more settled, the
brothers began establishing a base of
operation on the D-Block yard, Tents
were set up for living guarters and
the arrested guards were situated;
also, an area was clearad for dis-
cugsion and communication with news
media and the group of outside ne-
gottators for whom the Inmates had
called, When newa of the uprising came
to the Black Panther Party as wallasa
call from Mew York to have Huey P,
Mewton, Minister of Defense of the
Black Panther Party, come to Attica

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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as & key negotator, the Gentral Com-
mittes of our Party issued the following
atatement: ‘"The Central Headquarters
of the Black Panther Party was con-
tacted September 10, 1971, by theoffice
of MNew York State Assemblyman,
Atthur Eve, whichdelivered a message
from 1,280 of our Brothers who are
political prisoners at the Attica State
Prison in Attica, New York. The mes-
sage from thepolitical prisoners is that
Husy P;' Newton, of the Black Panther
Party, Servant of the People, must, in
fact, be a key negotlator in behalf of
our Incarcerated Brothers and their 27
demands for better prison conditions,

“"The sald prison guerds, called
hostages, have actually, in reality been
placed under arrest by thel, 280 prison-
ers, who are rightfully redressing thelr
grievances concerning the harassing,
brutal and inhuman treatment o which
they are constantly subjected,

““The New York Swte Prizon Com-
missioner, the courts, and the fedaral
and state governments' prosecutors
have dsliberately allowed the creation
and maintenance of the oppressive and
atroclous conditions to which our Attdca
prison Brothers are subjected, Also,
the state has for too many years will-
fully and maliciously ignored the legal
and lawful requesta and redresses of
grievances from the prisonere,

“Same 35 prison guards are under
arrest; and the state wants thosa ar-
rested guards to be bailed out, on the
promise of the courts and priscncom-
missioner that there will be no re-
prisals if the arrested guards are re-
leased.

‘“Ihe 1.5, District courtorder, how-
evar, that there will be no reprisals,
ig guite fallacious and irrelevantonits
face, when the state commissioner,
Rugsell Oswald, adds that our prlgon
Brothers will face other criminal
charges, To face more criminal
charges means, In fact, nothing else
other than out-right reprisals againat
our incarcerated Brothers, The dtate,
the commissioner (Russell G.Oswald),
the courts and prosecutors are acting
in extrems bad faith by not going
forth and obtaining anofficial NewYork

“PRISON -

State and court-ordered amnesty; Am-
neaty that there will be no reprisals
whatsoever, in the form of criminal
charges or otherwise, This s the firat
thing that must be done [0 SCAIt ne-
gotlatlons of the prisoners' 27 de-
mands, This 1s the only bhail the
arrested guards can have, from the
analysle of the Black Panther Party.

“*Tha Attica Prison Move, composed
of political prisoners and the lives of
35 arresated police guards in the hands
of the prisoners, is a tactical move
towards golng forward w show the
world's community people how to begin
to end oppression and wretched, unjust
prison incarceration,”

The list of demands, summarily, on
a general basis, reguesting decent
prison conditions, was read, with the
chisf demand being emphasized re-
peatedly, Essentlally, the brothers
wanted freedom, not only for them-
galves, but really all policical
prisoners; particularly they cried the
demand to free David Hilliard - Chief
of Staff of the Black Panther Party -
free Romaine ‘‘Chip'' Fitzgerald, An-
gela Davis, Ruchell Magee, the re-
maining Soledad Brothers, They no
longer wished to be animalistically
confined; they wanted freedom - im-
mediately, In exchange for their free-
dom, they made it clear, they would
relesse  the arrested guards, The
guards held by them were in nodanger
as long as negotiating could continue,
to culminate in the satlsfaction of the
brothers, This was slmply amove made
to get a ticket to ride o the outslde,
The treatment of the guards, com-
pletely contradictory to Russell Os-
wald’'s (Stata Prison Correctional
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WHERE IS THY VICTORY?™'

Commissioner) lles sbout the beastly
actions of the brothers in regard to
treatment of the guards, was human

and kind, The guards themselves
gtated this - then, as now, after the
fact, when no present ''threat” exists,
One guard, Philllp Warkins, who came
out alfter the prison was re-captured
by attack, said that he was given clg-
arettes when there were few, medical
attention when needed, and, *'When they
ate hot meals, we had hot meals; when
they had sandwiches, so did we; we
hed martresses - but they didn'r,"”
The brothers were preserving, pro-
tecting life, even under the unreason-
gble circumstances of Oswald's in-
gtructed refusal (o guarantee no re-
prisals or to talk of amnesty, or free-
dom from confinement, The brothers
aven implored the State, the govern-
ment of the country to conslder all
the lives = of both inmates and guards,
On September lith, the brothers izsued
this statement in this regard: “We,
the People, hereby present t the Ad-
minterration officlals of Attdea Cor-
rectional Facility: That we ara trylng
to be and sct humane to the officers,
as besr we can under the existing,
unmitigating clrcumstances, We have
sent you four (4) of your officers out
to the hospital for medical attention,

v"Hencefarth, we demand that you
allow a doctor to enter this prisom
to amend to the medical needs of bath
the officers and fnmates, If it 13 found
that it is necessary [0 ramove an
officer for medical reasons, We de-
mand & healthy officer in return,”

CONTINUBD ON NEXT PAGE
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CHAIRMAN BOBEY SEALE -

Aftar a brief first vis

it, he was never allowed in again,

MASSACRE AT ATTICA
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Early on Saturday evening (Septem-
ber  lith), at the brothera' request,
Chairman Bobby Seale arrived at the
prison, representing the Central Com-
mittea of the Black Panther FParty,
Afrer ashort and overwhelmingly warm
meeting with the brothers, he left the
prison with the promise he would re-
turn after consulradon with the Party
Central Committee regarding the ne-
gotlative guldance the Party could
offer, The next morning, Chajrman
Bobby was "' grested' at the prison gate
by Oswald, who demanded the Chairman
discuss with him his agreements with
the brothers. He demended andtriedto
invoke the Chalrman's agreement that
the Party would compromise, or other-
wise betray the brothers, When Chair-
man Bobby emphatically stated he would
compromisze neither thelr demands,
nor the lives of the beauriful brothers
inside and repeatadly reminded Oswald
that the inmates had promised noharm
would come to the guards uncil the ne-
gotiating reached an impasse - which
was gll pending his rewrn - Oswald
absolutely denled the Chalrman re-
entry to the prison,

The lives of the inmates was cer-
tainly of no concern to Oswald and his
chieftains, Rockefeller and Mixon; but
as would later shock most Americans,
neither were the lives of the guards,
who were gunned down, like the in-
mates, by police bullpts, The guards
themselves, along with the inmates,

implored the State to use discretion
and to laten w the inmates’ reascn-
able demands, or thar, in the words of
one guard, “'My Lal was only one-
hundred-or-so-odd men; we'ragoing to
end up with 1,500 men (dead) here, if
things don't go right,'" Another guard
Inside, one day before the vicious police
artack, spoke words expressing the
feelings of the other guards insidas,
Sargeant Edward T, Cunningham, a52-
year old WW Il Army Sgr, with a
purple heart and hronze star, sald am-
nesty was the only salvadon: "*Any-
thing short of this is just as good as
dropping dead," The next day, he too
was murdersd by police bulleta, That
was the answer the State gave him for
his understanding plea,

Wkile the vast majority of people
were more concerned with saving life
than face, Nelson Rockefeller and Ri-
chard Mixon and Oswald plotted the vi-
clous course that would leave over
50 dead at Artica, When importuned
that he be present to aid in a peace-
ful settlement of the {ssues, Rocke-
feller refused to come, saying, "'l am
in full support of the Commissioner's
actions and 1 will contlinue to help,
in direct communication with him, in
his untiring efforts to achieve & "peace-
ful* selution,”

And, while human beings ware join-
ing together in respomse o the human
cries of the inmates, Nixon was con-
sulting with Rockefeller, with Oawald,

and 30 on, dellvering the death orders,
As well as guards and inmates coming
to understand something of the nature
of each other, the brothers inaide
ware breaking sll the rreachercusly
divislonary, phoney barriers that have
separated races of people in America
for so long, in commaon undaratanding
of the State’s oppression and the right
af all human beings to be free, One
of the white inmates, Blease Mant-
gomery, born and ralsed In the small,
Southern town of Hamlet, North Caro-
ling, spoke clearly to this, as, in his
natlve drawl he said, ''Man, there's
people in here we treated like doga
down home...but, | want everyone to
know we gon' stick together, we gon'
get what we want, or we gon' die to-
gether,,,I've learned so much that if 1
get out of this, 1 want & plane ticket
out of this country,"

The horrendous end to this magni-
ficent strike for freedom and human
dignity came on September 13, 1971,
with police hellcopters flring tear gas
onte the yard full of people, and then
the invasion of the 1,700 police troops,
armed with the machine guns, the rifles
and the plstols, No person on the yard
was safe from the Invaders, Osweld
had lied - he had not kept his promise
of more time to discuss his ultima-
tum o those inslds to restora “order"’
and to give up the ‘‘hostages’’; and he

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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U5, Army animals who massacred the
peaple of My Lai), Edland said, “Thare
8 no evidence of thar,' ln summary,
as though respending to the potential
threats he may receive from the Stota
for his disclogures, Dr, Biland stated:
"I am my own man and 1 call things
aqd 1 ses them, All 1 know is | have
27 bodies in my office which {s more
than | ever wuant to See again in one
day...]'m used to not Hnding what peo-
ple tell me | will find,™

Let ug briefly speak, then, of what
our beautiful brothers incarcerated at
the Atrica State Prison have drama-
tically demonstrated, Their heroic
move, singly, brought into accld and
harsh light the blrer reality that Is
America, It s them we must praise,
They sealed a bond ‘of love among
many who otherwise may have never
known each other, Black people across

™M the U5, and oppressed people in the

OSWALD: **My main concern was with the safety of the hostoges..."";

and later, **...I"d do it again.""

CONTINUED FROM LAST PAGE

lisd again - when he sald the very
reason he carried out his instruction
w ateack was because the brothers
inslde had been seen, by helicopter,
alitring the throats of elght guarda
(later that flgure was changed by Os=
wald's assistant, Houlihan, o0 WO
guards),

Bur the whliewash this time was
unsuccesaful, For although the people,
particularly Black people whoknow the
lying, viclous, racist nature of the
powar structure, did not believe Rocke-
fellar's and Oswald's lies, the cold and
conarsie evidence of murder, of tho
magsacre came in the corner's re-
port, State officlals didn’t have w e
about the brothers in there; they felt
no one would cara, They admitted
readily to those murders, But when
Monroe County (Mew York) Medical
Examiner, John F. Edland, gave hils
report regarding the condition of the
bodies of the guards, the lies and the
fact of out-right murder on the part
of the Srtare could not be denied, Dr,
Edland, at a press conference, widthe
American people that no guard’s throat
had been slit, ""They all died of gun-
ghot wounds," Many could not believe
tr, until he elabarated even further:
Of the conditlon of the puards® badles,

he-said, '‘Some wers shot onca, S0MMs
as many as flve, ten, twelve times..,
with wo types of mississ; busckato

and lorge callbre missles.™ He ‘went
on and contradicted Houllhan's sug-
gestion, after the Tirstiie was exposod,

that possibly the inmates’ zip guns
eould have been used tokill the guards,
and said emphatcally, "'No'', In answer
to the original statement that the guards
were killed prior to the artack and that
the rigor mortis which had set into thelr
bodies proved this, Dr, Edland stated,
**All dled yesterday morning (Septem-
ber 13th)."" Regarding a report of cas-
tration of one Inmate (said to indl-
cate the inmates had acted like the

e s

DR, JOHN F,

Ham,

EDLAND:
[ call tungs as

“[am my own

[ gao them, "

ALL POWLER TY

many communities of the world shall
not ask why, nor sesk to find under-
lying secrets that may, through lengthy
inveatigation and discussion, reveal
what *‘really”™ ok place ar Attica on
September 13th, We ahall leaye that to
the liberal intellectuals, the mora re-
finad raclsts, the undercover fasclsts,
the defenders of the bourgeoisie, the
oppressars themselves o digcuss and
to disect, Their stories ghall be junked
in our history, We shall say and know
that & masascre occurred at Attica, A
massgcre of our herolc brothers,
whnse actions of supreme courage on
those few days made men of us all,
We shall not forget, We shall bury
them, but not forget, For their Indi-
videzal lives, the men at Attca, and
certainly their goals were so much
a part of our lives, our very existence
that it was our blood that was pain-
fully shed; so much & part of us all
that no mother or father or sister or
brother of any of the men at Attica
ghall know a pain as greal as ours,
Bur, we will not be defeatad - we are
not dafeared, We will surely win, For,
their deaths were vicmorles, because
they died with glory and  dignity
as men, There will be songs and poems
and writings and books and words sald
for the men at Arica, But, in thelr
names, and the thousands before them,
and the painfully countless number thar
shall -surely follow, there shall 'be
People's Victory,

As for now, in the unknown names
of our fallen soldlers at Attloa, we
ra-dadicate ourselves, our Hves, re-
affirm our commitment m each other
to the long and arduous scruggle that
=hall Tead us to that glorlous victory.

e the words of ‘one of our beaurl-
ful brothers, when asked his name, et
each of us say, ''l.am Arica- I am
all of IJ:H,II

THE PEOPLE



