evolution Ha

Been Cancele

A son attends a Panthers reunion with his father.

By Ta-Nehisi Coates * lllustration by Derek Horton

o, lwase dictates that iff the child & not

dang homeavele, there'y o beian bo be g
st 10 pomn, o schonl night. But tonsght the
law b beomy s prerindench.

Sy minther and even my younger hather
e Euihornd ia front ol the televinion set, il of
wi bypoomed by the sngry Ao fgara

l 1 13 penrn oded mnd 11s lete. The b aroused

{Easking poyees the wreen. The footge bs ok,
rendered in black and white, perhaps all the
it enoving becsuse of L The men and
wormen brandishing rifles aed berets in S0
Chicge ae made mare coninous siall by the
narruinr’s imterjections. The people in the
nevw foctage are wmooth, black, bad

I will pever fneget ong of them He wears

Bils hale ahorter than most, and unlike ki
comrades he wears no beret. He doesn’t
meed ane. He's stsndiag in front of § lerge
ragtag crowd of black folks, shaking ks fin-
grr like & prosecutor, voice barreling
through the crowd, through the screen,
through me. "1 might not be here, T ouight
be dead tomnreow!™ he exclaima. = But

when [ lewve | want you to rememsber the
last wonds on oy Lips: | aml™

1 aml™ resgpunds the crowd

A pevnliztionary|™ be comemands.

“A revolutionary!™ it shouts back.

My firthes wewn ooce cown uith Those figures
who strolled s angrly sonom the soreen Lt
righe. They callad themmetves the Tack Purither
:wmmmung:,:wmnmm
with the party and my s redationship 1o I

*m b Dalland with my Pope, It's Detaber

19404, 30 years since the Panthers were

formed, We have cnmie, fuiher end son, fo
boe it oof’ therir reumion. The frer night v jum
& lirtbe wosciml hocsar 81 @ club calbed Jelfren My
fwther in mingling smucd the mom, [rater-
mizing with old comrades, rmising drnis sl
welling taden. 1in vaswoum pwris of (e moom old
Panshstr Purty stabwsrie—Hobiy Seale, Kath-
leen Clewver, and Emary Doy —d2E Ul
rourded by crowds Some of mn attensd-
amoe ane konghinee supporsers and fricenbs oth-
ers are fusd ieching 1o be dewm,

11" b b blame thetn, This & & rocm full
afl black revolutiomary kntory, people who
fosaght their versam of the fght :Tmpu.it
Malcolm X amd Manin Luther King Who
wialidn't wanna Be down? These s the sams
Tolks who exphoded onio 1the naiwn] soene
Iy humm-rusheng the Califbraia State Asmeenbly
Eramifmhing rifles and sttitudes. | try ho nig-
ine what it must hove mennt i hive heen

i a ghetto in 1967 and to have seen

Seale o the steps al the state capital
denponcing Califrnia's and Amenios’s gov
ernment; cilling on bhck people pverywhers
ik el i mremk 0 defense o (Semmas v

T (967, my (ather bad just retarned from
Vietmum. By 1968, be wan married with &
daughtrer and hadl another one coming. Ua
e T, e polists out the guys uslnading ner
plane snd explaion to e that be wed o be
ome of them—the job paid decently enough
fise pcxnomin with 5 GEDL D day w e
he way workmg oo Lﬂtu{md%

, e i a e 1
mﬂ{"mwn?ﬂ mﬁ:‘h showt &

of young black men and women who
ﬂu 1har they were done Becking up:
the Risck Panther

1 don't know what hooled him, He senply
sy that they impeessed him = being serd-
ome The gums dide’t throw him st ali—my
imther bas never been oo 1o sl sblll when he
was inder aftack. When | wan heing heset by
bullies st schood, be 1okl me [ couldl either
e them oo ne sguaee ofl witl bin, smple a8
that My ded, even s o teenages, W mxch |
moe riveted by Maloolm than Martin,
Alsbeugh living i Hahemese 1 the time, he
thought he wwn distant from the revolulion

taking place in other ol il cowmtry
Then one night b v bamging out |

with soane friends, 8 ladly v intro-

dwced to ham e & Pan driven by the |

gromp’s kecal office that night; w0 he'd know

whers it was, Within weeks he waa sttending

E.Il:l.iul education classes at the Haltimom
" heichuimrieri.

Wht makes & man go off and jeopardizs his
ink: snd Isvedihond b0 oan wme gun-iotmyg -
alutiomaries? | et explain it ofher (han bo gy
theme were very differeat times.. different
mnhes, differen: Bat ey Peope dliad ity am
did thissaneds of athers iound the colsntiy

When be joimed, the Pasthers were purting
thetnarlves of geavramsent ageney o
foestly weren't adcepting new members. The
only apenmgs bl were fin- “communsty |
wmﬂmﬁm were afBlaced wirh the
pacty ansd worked out n the community, bt
weren't privy o official party Inadnes

My father did his work = & communiry
worker, bul samething changed after be had
been aroend gwhile Mo one ever told him,
“¥ins're an olficial Panther now,” buz weme-
rirme later, after & batiery of arsests had crip-
piled che perty'y Babimore chapier, be found
himsell in MNew York, mecting with his
regionsl siperions. “Coater, you the man
o~ 1y il Somewhat nervous, | Emag-
Inez, B retormed fo Daltimore i the delerse
vaptain fur the Marylnd clapter |

held that poat for s cowple o’ yeam, snd
after » stmt ouf in Californis be urceremaon-
ounly leli the party “Wisn't the same party |
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