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munists, of four-letter words, sex, fluoridation—we are afraid, in a word,
of ourselves.

Because we fear ourselves and others, because we are dominated by
machines and things, because we are not in control of our destiny, we
are neither happy nor free.

“If one probes beneath the chrome-plated surface,” Senator J. W.
Fulbright says, “he comes inescapably to the conclusion that the Amer-
ican people by and large are not happy. . . . I believe . . . that America’s
trouble is basically one of aimlessness at home and frustration abroad.”

As vou have probably guessed by now, I believe America’s trouble
is at = deeper level. The problem, in my opinion, is structural, that is,
mstitttional. We have not created a single community here. We have
not even created a single community for white people. Men tell me
that white people ought to love black people. But it is clear to me that
white people don’t love each other, not to speak of the fact that an
incredibly large number of white Americans don’t love themselves.

Racism in America is a reflection of this structural problem. As I
have said elsewhere, we misunderstand racism completely if we do not
see it as a confused and alienated protest against a suffocating reality.
(i the level of power, racism is used by men to effect magical solutions
of the unresolved social problems in the white community. On a personal
level, particularly among lower-income and middle-income whites, racism
15 an avenue of flight, a cry for help from desperate men stifling in the
prisons of their skins. Viewed in this perspective, racism is a flight from
frecdom. a flight from the self, a flight from the intolerable burdens of
being @ man in a mechanized world.

There is considerable evidence that America’s stress on possessive in-
dividualism induces exaggerated anxieties which are displaced onto the
arca of race relations. The fear of failure, the fear of competitors, the
[ear of losing status, of not living in the right neighborhood, of not having
the right friends or the right gadgets: these fears weigh heavily on the
minds of millions of Americans and lead to a search for avenues on the
escape. And so the factory worker or the poor farmer who finds himself
at u dead end with a nagging wife, a problem child and a past-due bill
uses the black man as a screen to hide himself from himself and from
an intolerable reality.

I adapt the perceptive words of Richard Wright, social discontent
assumes many guises, and the social commentator who focuses on the
police blotter misses the real clues to contemporary reality. By this I
mean that it is possible to know, before it happens, that certain forms of

violence will occur. It can be known, before it happens, that a native-
(Continued on page 75)
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.f'i'rnrjrtl.'n the broth- F

ers in all the phettos —_—
will one day realize |
that we should not just |

Teervie eheorod Wates, we
should have joined
them .. ."

“The view from the top of the hill is not the
sarme das that from the bottom of the hill. Nor are
mast viewers ai either end of the hill, even certain

fherd, o
they look

fact, there is any other place from which
Laoking down usually eliminates the

possibility. of wnderstanding what it must be like

re look up.”
HILE returning from a

s trip to Washington re-
ﬁf&' cently, I took my fam-

iy 1o visit Shasta Dam.,

[ was doubtful that the
visit would provide anything of in-
terest, but the view from the top of
the dum was impressive. Looking
down, the appearance of the men

and machines testified to the un-
limited ability of American tech-
nology. Inthe distance the men ap-

peared to be mudgets, and pipes
were like strands of rope. Then we
toured the dam and eventually
reached the bottom. Looking up, I
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was amazed at how little the view
from the top told me about the
dam. What seemed small from the
top appeared to be overwhelming
from the bottom. The pipes were
not like strands of rope, they were
large enough for a Greyhound bus
to pass through. From the top the
bottom looked far away, but rather
easily reached (one could always
fall). From the bottom the top
looked even further away and im-
possible to reach. Iknow now that
I can never visit another dam and
fully appreciate it unless I see it
from the top and the bottom, for
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Cal has had good administrators,
but far wo few of them. In the

spring of 1961 when I was presi-

dent of the Campus NAACP we
asked permission to invite Malcolm
X to speak. Our application went
in to the Dean, permission was

~granted, and Pauley Ballroom was

reserved for the occasion. In the
meantime. we protested to the
Chancellor about an employer com-
ing to interview in the Campus
Placement Center because we had
evidence that this employer had

systematically discriminated against

Negroes for certain positions. We
got no reply from the Chancellor
s0, on the morning of the employ-
er’s visit, a small group picketed
the Placement Center. That after-
noon, 1 received a call saying that
permission for Malcolm X to speak
had been rescinded because he was
a religious speaker and Campus
facilities could not be used by such
persons.

The next day the Daily Califor-
mig announced Bishop Pike was to
speak in Wheeler Auditorium. In

-an attempt to salvage our program

I went to the Chancellor’s office
and spoke to one of his top aides.
This man told me that he had is-
sued the order to cancel Malcolm’s
appearance and he alone was re-
sponsible for the decision. When
I protested about Bishop Pike I was
told that Pike was a theologian, but
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