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To understarxl what happened at San
Francisco State College during the week

.of December 6th and the weeks following,

.it is necessary to know the events which
led up to the December 6th action.

On November 7th a fight erupted in the
olrice of the campus newspaper, the Daily

I Gator, between 9 biack students and the

editor or the paper and its staff. It is

still undetermined which group initiated
the violence in this particuiar incident
(the case is being heard in civil courts
this spring), but the iong-term
provocation came from the Gator and
Its editor, Jim Vasko. The Gator has

I consistently slandered and intimidated
the Black Students Union with racist
articles and editorials. Most giaring or
these intimidations was an article written
oy Vasko last sprIng on Muhammad Ali.

.Another article, written by Vasko the day
before tbe December 6th demonstration,
predicted "snipers. and referred to
black students as "goons..

A couple or days after the Gator
incident, the College administrationi identified 9 black students from Gator
photographs, and President John
Summersklll immediately suspended
them. This was the first overt act of
racism carried out by the Administration.

.Rather than suspending all those involved
in the incident, Summersklll suspended
only the black students, the underlying
assumption being that black students had
perpetrated the violence and would
perpetrate more.

Ahout a week after the suspensions.
a kangaroo court, made up of facultY
members hand-picked by the Administra-

.tion and members of the Administration
itself, met to deliver a verdict
corresponding with the sentence which

.Summersklll had already carried out.

.The closed-hearing court upheld 40( the

.suspensions, placed 2 more students on

.probation, and dismissed the other 3.

.The 4 suspended were well -known

member. of the Black Student. Union.

SDS picketed these hearings, demsoding
that the suspensions be dropped and that
the Gator sod Vasko be suspended for its
racist attack. on black students. Except
for SDs, the campus, which i. 97"!0 white,

remaIned silent.
The week before December 6th, at the

Initiative of the Black Student. Unioo
(BSU), members of SDS met with
members of the BSU to discuss so
alliance for joint actIon against the
suspensions. During this week s new
factor developed. The AdmInistration, In
a move to keep the campus cleso of
anything other than the "official Gator
press", suspended Open Process, a
semi-radlcal campus newspaper, and 2
member. of its staff. The 2 suspended
student. were Blair Psrtridge, theeditor,
sod Jeff Polsod, author of a poem Judged
"obscene" by SUmmersk!11. This added
the free-speech issue and widened our
base of suwort on campus.

On Friday of that week, SDs, the Open
Process staff, sod the BSU held a JoInt
rally on the steps of the Admintstrstion
Building to protest all 6 suspensloos.
speaker. poInted out that In tKJth case.
(the black students and Open Process
writers) the .entences had been carried
out without due legal process. BSU
speakers put the suspension of the black
..tudents In the realistic context of the
racism and oppression carried out
agaInst black people in this country.

At this point President Sumrnersklll
appeared on the steps, according to the
San Francisco Chrooicle, to "charm the
demonstrators". What he in fact did was
quite calcuiated and vIcious. Agreeing
to answer questions from the demsoding
crowd of 1,000, SUmmersk!11 took the
microphone arKI admitted publiciy that
he had "acted precipitously" in the csse
of the 2 white students arKI was lIftIng
their suspensioos. Angered shouts of
"What about the black students7" arKI
accusations of racism csme from the

crowd. SUmmersklll steadfastly refllsed
to even talk about the black students'
suspensioos, Alter this announcement-
aimed at separating the white students
from the small number of black students
on campus in order to isolate the BSU
and prevent any black-white alliance-
SUmmerskill talked 00 for an hour or so
espousing the tenets of American
liberalism and talking of a desire to
"work with you for a rhange..

Although SUmmerskill had succeeded
In pacifying some liberal elements of
the crowd, a large number met after the
rally to fonn a coalltioo to rIght the
suspensloos, The group adopted the name
Movement Against Political SUspensiona
(MAPS) and fonnulated 5 demands:
1) Drop all 6 suspensions, 2) Reinstate
Open Process, 3) Ceaae political haraas-
ment of studenta, faculty members, and
staff members. (3 faculty members had
their pay docked for participating in the
Oakland demonstrations.) 4) Ban outside
cops from campus. 5) Establish student
control of student affairs-for example,
student p..'licatlons,

It was decided that if the 5 demands
were nut met by noon on Wednesday,
MAPS and the BSU would carry out
a demonstratloo inside the Adminlstratloo
Building. The BSU had Issued a call
to off-campus people in the black
community.

On Monday MAPS held a rally to gain
student support. Alter the rally, 100
students marched UP tu Summersklll's
office to fonnally present the 5 demands.
Vice-President D<x1 Garrltyacknowledged
the demands in SUmmerskill's absence.

Here a noteworthy fact sOOuld be
brought out: in view of all the lip service
liberals give to .sitting down and
working thIngs out., SUmmerskill, rather
than offering to meet with MAPS and the
BSU to discusa the demands, spent the
2 days before the demoostratloo plannilW
tactlca with the San Fran~lsco cops.
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I.Wed d morning when we arrived to a kind of rovers. chauvInism. carryon a fight agaInst racism. they had. I

on ca~~~s~Y we found. that Summersklll However the problem wss brought Into no alterostive to. callil1i for help from I Qualifications: i
had locked the doors tothe Administration the open. and people could begin to the black commU?lty. .6 month minimum .
Buildlug and sent home 011 employees s'IruDle Individually and collectively Some seif-crltlciem. must be made I talent

Iexcept admlnistrstore. The Gstor cam. agslnst the effects a thoroughly racist here. DurIng the emotIonal heat of .the. .ination .

out with an article by Jim Vasko designed society has on everyone in it. sharp struggle on .our campus, we Called I Imag
Ito create racist fear and hysteria Of The slt-ln was carried out the to make a distinctIon between the toclsm .

campus. He predicted" snipers. and following Tuesday with about 100 persons of the students and faculty and the racism I.

called black people from the community sittlng-ln in the Administration Building. of the Administration. Although the overt .I
"goons.. MAPS had said there would be ChrIstmoa vocation brought about a manifestations may be si~ilar. there is I W "t ' .

no violence unless the AdmInistration 2-week standstill on the campus. a fundamental difference In reaso~s and. rl e. .I
i Itl ted it causes between the racist polIcies of REC -Prmt Shop .

nltawas decided to go ahead with the the Administration and the indiVidUal! Les Tim Jon (SDS) I
planned demonstrstion. A rally was Analysis racism of the whIte students. I ' , ..

started In the Common. and moved to Racism Is an Integrsl part and an. 1608 W. MadIson st. I

the steps of the AdmInistration Building. San Francisco Stat. has a reputation inevi~ ~UC~itl Ocl the w:.res;r I Chicago, Illinois I.
The crowd grew to over a thousand- 00 the most liberal campus In the notion econom c po ca sys .0 60612
some supporters, some just spectators. and John Summersklll as the most lIberal ~dminl~~ratl~s ; ;h~presen:ve :af .1 .

Summerskill was locked in hi. office with college president. We would not argue e ru ng s 0 s coun , .1

tme head of the San Francisco riot squad. with this reputation It is well-counded. a vested Interest In maintaining that ;,

had I be I t 1 to th =. . h h system, which Includes rscism.Moreover
Newsmen a .0 en e n e The question whicn we ask and w ic

th lite i to d .vld of the Academic Senate to grant amnesty
b Ildi Th s crawlIng with st 2 "" h 0 power e uses roc sm I e th fu 11i. e campus wa over the pa mon...s we ave seen t hi h th te it to the 4 black students on e basis 0oth Ith lki talkl nd movemon s w c rea n s power. .

plalo-cl es cops w wa e- es, answered is: What Is Ilberalism a
A I i I c. thi . th double j eo pa rd y The Senate used the

Ith kil l d c ass c examp 0 u, s IS e way.
keepIng In touch w Summers an what role does It play In contemporary th State t d th h excuse of having a pre-set meeting

hill d to e governmen an e uge

Police Chief Ca own wo. America?
I d Itted hite k I t ag enda nut when Summersklll came

the I I d an owners p w wor ers ago ne .
About 12:30 p ate-g ass oor ~s Defining lIberal racism: Basic. 'Y, bl k d M I Am 1 k t under attack Irom the Right, the AFT,

k and bout 300 t d t and 3 th .be t .ac an ex con- er can wor ers 0
bro en a. s u en s anytime someone opposes 0 ~I ra , n prevent the organization of farm iabor the Senate, and thc general faculty

faculty members went Inslde. About 1 p.m. struggle of blsck people. he s taking
i Calif i f 60 An side-ste ppe d 011 agendas to begin

d 1 A th buildl to I n orn a or over years.
groups of stu ents e,. e ng a position in defense of racism. regard ess I I to h the I .A I p lannIn g su ppo rt action for Summersklll.. nd I i hat t examp 0 c oser ome was ,.. ng .
Interrupt classes a exp a n w was of the subjective rationalization. The mos k Cth I of th hite tud t Self-criticlsm. We have alresdyhy d to f II v e suspens ons e w s en s .
happening and w .an urge e ow promlneut reason put forth for being b Summerskill to Isolate the black mentioned what we feel are the 2 most

students to joIn the demonstration. A few 9galnst the blsck struggle on campus
ty d t th I i th i of im p ortant weaknesses of MAPS: the

uff1 b k ut dl ted i I f . 1 Th s u en s us p sy ng on e rac sm ..
mInor sc es ro e 0 , rec ma n y involved the question 0 V10 ence. e ' od failure to make a dIstinction between, 1 loth d heth a white sbJdent b y. .

agalnst p aln-c es cops an newsmen, real question here Is nut w er one
W t ' t .the racism of the Administration and1 tur d to Id tlf 1 th ha e mus continue 0 cxpose raclsm .

whose p c es are uae en ypeop e favors violence. but ra er w t are h It . t d h II It the racism of students and faculty
trat! At 2 th I . thl w erever eXls s an c a enge .,

after demons ons. p.m., e the means by which a poop e ,n s h d Thi In 1 d hIt ha i i members' and white chauvinIsm. MAPSi ti offl I II I d d th b I ea -on. s c u es we c uv n sm ' .

Adm niatra on c a y c ose own e case blackpeople-can achievell erat on. . Id th M B h was also weak In getting out good leafiets
h I Sum kill d Chief Cahlll h Ins e e ovement. ut we must ave

Sc 00 .mers an The South Vietnamese went throug a
ti of I I th I durin g the hei g ht of the struggle Becauseid d It tact! IlY I -~ to . f the a perspec ve conv nc ng e peop e .

dec 0 was ca w ser .~. perlod of passive resistance be ore y
that th 1 . th I d .It was a coalItion it was difficult for

II f if ed II I k I e roc sm m emse ves an In ,
ca or un orm po c.. took up srmed struggle. B ac peop 0 different groups snd indivIduals to come

Thursday and Friday MAPS held in thla country wcnt through the losson thhlS SI°tyClet WY Is agS tlnst i th teh intetoree ct. °htt tog ether on polItical posItions. SDS
t h I III to I I th both uman .e mus w n em Ig .

eac -n ra es exp a n e reasons of the clvil-rlghts movement. In
th i ' d t j I 1 th should have helped to overcoIDe th,S by

b hind what ed W d d A e r own racism an 0 0 n us n ee , n 0 Des ay. mass cases It was learned thst pacifism pleyed r ht to ha .t hl h playing more ot a leadership role.

meeting waa called tor Sunday nIght to into the hands of the rulIng strata of the Ig
bJ te c d nge a. SOC1C y w c Another criticism, whIch can al.o be

h he APS Id tak ti perpe a s an uses racIsm.decide wet r M wou 0 ac on United States, because pacIfIsm meant made of the Movement as a whole, Is

agaIn. The BSU had stated they would not fIghting for real change. the tendency to underestImate the

take direct action thefollowlngWednesday There is a fundamental dlf(ereocc Lesson. on Ilberalism: In fighting the prevalence of racism, Including white

if the suspensions of the 4 black between the violence of black people racist policies of the Summersklll chauvinism among radicals.
students had nnt been Ilrted. or the Vietnamese and the violence of the admInistration, we learned a grest deal Racism came through strong, not only

2 important questions cam. to lIght US Government against them. The former about liberals and the role they play. In the reaction of the college community

st this meeting. First was the queatlon are strugglIng to overthrow and liberate It became cloar that there are not but in the Ilberal press throughout the

of whether to act or not. Some student. themselves from an economic and fundamental polItical dlaerences between nation. The San Francisco Chronicle and

put forth the argument that we should not polItical system whIch depend. on the the liberal positIon and the RIght Wing. Examiner almost paled Vasko In their

take action because we lacked a mass systematic oppression and exploitation The difference" .re over strategy, not reports of "roving gangs of Negro thugs..

base of support on campus and were of people all over the world and on the goals. Summersklll illustrated thIs point. The Nation and New RepublIc ran articles

alIenated from those we were trying to super-exploltatlon of black people here By not callIng the cops. he lorced the on how MAPS and the BSU had "wrecked"

organize. at home. The armed force of the US Right WIng to attack hIm, which frightened the campus by taking a stand against

SDS argued against thls position. Government Is used for the defense and the campus community into supporting racism.
Reallzing that building a base is primary, expansion of that system. Summersklll. In the final analysis, the We have to avoid CallIng victim to the

we realIzed 01"0 that In certaIn sltnations We support the right of the subjugated Right-wing leaders such as Reagan, liberal myth that racism Is somethIng

s movement, no matter what its size and to us. whatever means necessary to rebel Rafforty, Unruh, and the Board of Trustees which was largely elimInated hack in the

strength, has to take a stand whether agalnat their oppressor, whether that realized Summersklll had a better civll-rlghts movement.
the obfectlVe coodltlons are (owrable rebellIon occurs In the ghettos ~ North strategy for defense of the statu. quo There is now I new development in

or not. We saw that the situation had America, In the hamlets of Southeast and reversed their inItial criticIsm to the sItuation at San Francisco State.

polarized to the poInt that we had to Asia, or on this campus. The college praise. The Rlght-wlng scare was used 2 days after he was vindicated by the

take a clear stand against racism and community cannot and should mt remsin to rally support for the liberal poslllon. "task force. which was investigating him.

In support of black people In their struggle unaffected by thls world-wide liberstlon The same thing happened in 1964 when as if to shatter any last Illusions we

for liberation. even if that meantisolatlng movement. the RIghtist Goldwater frightened the may have about where he stands,

ourselves temporarily from our fellow Another question which became pre- American publIc who Is Mw carry!11i out Summersklll signed and had the San

sbJdents. After 1011i and thorough eminent and whIch brought to light the the same policies Goldwater would have Francisco polIce Issue 12 warranta for

discussion, the group decided by majority undercurrent of rsclsm was the BSU's undertaken. This Is important because arrest. The charges were 2 misdemeanor".

vote to take direct action. 11Ie action call to ott-campua people in the black It is liberalIsm, not the Right, which i. The lIst of 12people-a selectIve polItical

wss to be a non-dlsruptlve slt-!n In the community. This presence of off-compus the prevalent Ideology in thls country one drawn up by the Admlnlstratlon-

AdmInistration BuildIng. people was given by some as s reason and the maIn obstacle to social change. comprised the better-known campus

The second major problem revealed for being agaInst the demonstrations. Liberalism Is a deceptive diversionary radicals. 3 apposition members of the

a real weakness in MAPS: white 2 points should be made here. FIrst, strategy used to co-opt many honest student government, and I faculty member.

chauvinIsm. White chauvInism was a. stated before, no matter what the individual" and groups Into supporting When we found out about the wsrrants.

manifested In many dIfferent and subtle. subjective resson, objectively the position the ststus quo. the week before finale, we held rallIes

ways during the MAPS-Bsu- allIance. being taken i. one in defense of racism. We also found dangers in fIghting the and received more student support than

1 example of this attitude i. that MAPS But more revealIng I. the reason for issue. on liberal tenets such as due we expected. It was decIded that the 12

didn't reallY vi.w the fight agaInBtraclsm whIch the call had to be made. The black process. Although due process was people would stay on campus to force

a. primar1l1 theIr fIght, but as the fIght student. could not rely on a 970/0 white clearly violated. there were 2 weaknesses the cops to come get us where we had

~ black -le In which white -le sbJdent body to sct against racism and In making this the primary emphasis. support. We slept over I n~ht with

.muld play a secondary, supportive role. in defense of the rights of black -1.. 1 I. that It tended to obscure the real sbJdent supporters staying with us.

\lApS, In foot, was tormed only after This is partially what we mean when we problem. which Is racism. Secondly,the Summersklll, who worked c1oselY with

(b. suspension of the 2 white stndents, use the term liberal racism. White liberal Administration will tollow due process Chlet Cahlll, had obviously made It clear

and the first sction on Wednesday waa sbJdents who would not tolerate a only as long as it yields results which he did not want us arrested on campus.

planned to coincide with the action" of segregated lunch counter In Alabama co!nclde with the policies which the Both he and the cops prefer pre-dawn

the BSU. Based on this growing awareness not onlY did not act against, but In fact Administration plans to carry out. This raId" on pelple.s homes. As ofthlswriting

tbat white -I. shnuld take the defended the overlly raclat policies of wa.1Iiustrated by the trial of Jom 7 of the 11 sbJdents have been pIcked up.

Initiative In the struggle agaInst racism, a lIberal sdmlnistratlon. White students Gerassl, a professor who participated In When Summersklll issued the warrants

MAPS decided to take sctlon on Tuesday, should have protested en masse last the demonstrations. He was tried by he told us about malotalolng "peace.

a day ahead ~ the scheduled BSU plans. spring when Vasko began hls racist a committee appointed by the Academic on campus. We pointed out that there

White chauvinism was r¥K eliminated Intimidations. They should havedemanded Senate. This faculty committee voted had not been peace on the campus before

tbat nIght. Throughout the meeting -le tbat Vasko and the Gator be suspended 3 to 1 In favor ot hls retention, and December 6th, and there could r¥K be

continued to talk of the need to sllR'Ort until its rscist content was stopped. Summerskill fired him anyway. real pesce now until the conditions which

"our black brothers. In a patronizIng Because black stndents saw clearly both Another example of lIberal" not caused the un~s2---b~ ':"~, -c~~~~


