


YromTon) Tonh ione
talks to Bw’'s Dishonne Muhammad
“Abourt a block away from
the club, while I'm
choppin’ it up with my
folks, man the police of-
ficer just did his thang,
opened my car door up,
~ and started choking me.”

| arranged 10 visit Dwayne Wiggins of Tony Toni Tone in his West Oakland “lower bot-

toms” recording studio. Wﬂﬂlﬂ‘fﬂﬁamw

lly refurbished Victorian, home of

Grassroots Entertainment Group - Dﬁm:‘ﬂﬁﬁﬂnﬂem record label, 1 was led
up @ $wirling staircase into the “quiet room " It isiin this room that we had the

opportunity 1o chat

We were both seated comfortably on an antique safa. A red haht overheéad famtly lit the
roam, creating a very relaxed and ineridly environment. The smeil of Nag Charnpa filled
Htii!'.aﬁ"ﬂ!tﬂnnhﬁﬁm the Incense gently lifted from a bronze statue of Ganesh, one of
the many novelties used furdemtaiiunﬂwuﬂhmn the studio. Dwayne comments in a
passing conversation that each novelty has been collected during his travels at some point
of another, and has now become a Large part of ﬂ'ltpq'ﬂ'ﬂityufhﬁ “home/ork space-

Dishonne Muhammad: 50, how leng have
you been living in Oakland?

Dwayne Wiggins: All my life. | grew up nght
down here. Right down on Lewis Street, over
behind the West Oakland BART Station.
When we first moved from down here, we
moved to Sobrante Park, out in East Oakland,
and | grew up on 80" from there.

Dishonne: Do you come from a large family?

Dwayne: Um huh. My parents had eight
children. There are two younger than me.
My brother Rafael, and my other brother
Desmond.

Dishonne: Do you feel like you're a big part
of the Qakland community?

Dwayne: | know | am, cause | know a lot of
people from here. A lot of people. Their
parents, and their kids. | know some genera-
tions. | know Oakland real well. Most of my
neighbors are my cousins or somethin’.

awdy from home.” Huuam the words that mwuqmﬂmadmmmnmnt

Dishonne: How long has your studio been here
in the “lower bottoms” of West Oakland?

Dwayne: About three years. What happened
is | used to have my stuff in a warehouse In
Richmond, but it always made me feel like |
was going to work everyday.

| was going to move it into another ware-
house around here, in West Oakland, but
then | found a pad. | was like, “I'm going to
take this Victonian, and cut the whole thang,
sound proof it, and move all my shit in. Up-
stairs, downstairs, everythang...and it would
be like | was at home all day.”

Dishonne: And that's exactly what it feels kike in here.
It's very beautiful,

Dwayne: The coolest thing that worked out for me —
because you know | have kids — is that night down the)

street s the babysitter, A nursery, and childcare. It
run by this black family. Real positive, real cool, you
know what | mean? | drop my kids off at about 9 in
the morning, and then | come here about 10, have a
little breakfast. chill out or whatever, and | start work




usually about 12 o'clock, and about 1:00 my
engineer gets here.

Dishonne: Oh really? How many children do
you have/

Dwayne: | have three. Two boys and a girl. One's
eight, one’s three, and one will be a year this
weekend. llhan, Dylan, and Jaden

Dishonne: | always love doing these kinds of

interviews, because everytime | do, | have the
opportunity to see the “humanness”™ about the

individual that I'm interviewing. Outside of
whatever they do, whether they may be an artist,
freedom fighter, politician, or whatever, we're all
human beings first. You know what | mean?

Dwayne: Yeah. Yeah

Dishonne: 50, anyway, what happened at
Dorsey's a few months ago?

Dwayne: A little incident with a police officer.
Um, | was sitting outside in front of there just
chillin’ one night. I'd came there with a partner of
mine, A buddy, We met another friend there,
who's a female, and we went and dropped my
partner off together, and her and | came back to
the spot. | had just left the studio; you know what
| mean? | was planning on coming nght back. |
happened to be in sweats, just chillin®, drinking
water About a block away from the
club, while I’'m choppin’ it up with my
folks, man the police officer just did
his thang, opened my car door up, and
started choking me. | mean. Before he
pulled up behind me, there was about two or
three cars behind me. They'd been parked there
for a while. The officer pulled to the back, driver’s
side of my car, and put on his parking lights so |
could see him. | guess he was running my license
or something. After a while, he put on his high
beam hghts, so | started my car up, and | got ready
to leave. AS soon as | started it, the
police said over his speaker, “Turn
your car off.” So, | turned the car off,
and we lust sat there, and I'm sitting
there talking to my friend, and the next thing |
know, my car door is open, and the officer i
choking me.

Dishonne: Wow! Just that quick?
Dwayne; Just like that. | mean it sounds silly, but. .
Dishonne: That's what happened.

Dwayne: That's what happened. U know?
[laughs] And so he started choking me, and then
he started screaming, “Spit it out, spit it out!”
And I'm thinking 1o myself, “Hold on | got this
water in my hand.” So then, | quess he recog-
nized me, and he let me go, and started apologiz-
ing for the whole thang.

. Dishonne: So what did you think about that?

Dwayne: Well first, you know, your ego. You tnp
out for a minute, then you got to get yourself
together. You know? In that moment, I'm scared
for my lite. A man's gat his hand at your

someone’s jacking yo' ass, ‘cause I'd been sitting
there for a while, somebody could have been
makin’ me or somethin’, You know what I'm
sayin’? Even though he was in a police
car, he didn‘t come; he didn't operate
like a police officer. The first thing
flipped through my mind, you know,
was try to protect myself or, “What's goin’
down?" But afterwards it just started setting in
on me, the more and more that | thought about it

was the reality of what could of happened to a
brotha’. You know? Just as easy as | was able to

walk away and talk about i1, | could of just been
dead. Just flexin’ from my ego, just flexin’ from
the response of going for something else besides
my water bottle. You know what | mean?

Dishonne: Yeah | feel you...just in defense
of yourself.

Dwayne: Um huh. | read about that Iittle sister
out there in LA, and then in New York man, I'm

like...man. What's so different about my thang?
After all that | found out about the whole thing
that the DWB situation, and the racial profiling
and all that shit. | didn’t know nothing about it
before, and that's what even tripped me out more.
While all of this is happening around me, you
know...and I'm being in my own little world, from
my house to my studio. From off stage, to a hotel
room, whatever, and | ain’t trippin’ on what's
going on right around me. You know. | run into
my little partners who be telling me, “I got ran on
by the pohlice...such and such and such.”™ But,
until it happened to me, | knew nothin' about it.
You know what | mean?

Dishonne: Right

Dwayne: So that's why | kind of like stepped out
more so, because | know a lot of folks, and it's
maore personal with me,

Dishonne: So, exactly at what point did you
decide to take this thing a step further, and make
up in your mind that you weren't just going 10 let
the incident die like so many similar incidents
around the country. You know, the ones that we
never hear about?

Dwayne: Um. A situation, the more you Sit on i,
and really think about it, you start feeling
ike...man, I'm a fuckin® parson. | got bills just like
you, and they can get up there. And you start
thinking of all the things you gotta go through,
and you trying to be a positive brotha’, a righteous
man, and do what’s nght by your children and
your family and the whole bit, and just for your
folk’s in general — around you. You
think how a police officer can just
violate your rights. Come at you like,
“Nigga you ain’t shit”. You know
what | mean? Anyway, | went to hire my
attorney a few days after the incident. We initially
had two meetings. One was when | first hired him,
and the next one was when | got the chance to
look at the transcript of the police officer’s state-
ment...




Dwayne: Right...then | saw this bold face fuckin’
he in the officer’s statement. | was like, “Oh shit!”®
And then from there you...from me taking a trip to

New York and finding out about the Diallo situation
and all of that. All that. It's a number uf
things - why I'm pursuing thin?ts

here. | mean | put that for
$1,000,000.00 but that ain't shit when

you think about a mothafuckas’ life.
All | know is that, if I'd of died, that little

$1.000,000.00 wouldn't take care of nothing for
me. You know what | mean? My family could
pay a couple of bills, but you couldn’t pay for the
price of a person’s life with it. Anyway...
Dishonne: Go ahead

Dwayne: It's not just here anymore. It happened
to me, here, in Oakland, but it's like, nation wide.

This shit is happenin® all the time,

Dishonne: 50 what steps did you have to take?
Did you call the police on the police or what?

people of all colors...just people. No
one should be treated that way.
That's just the bottom line.

Dishonne: 50, did any music come out of that
incident !

Dwayne: Oh, yeah. Hell yeah! Um, Strange Fruit
- you heard that track?

Dishonne: No.

Dwayne: Strange Fruit was written by Billie
Holiday. She says, “southern trees bare strange
fruit, biood on the leaves, blood on the roots”, and
| put my little tag on it. | say, “society bears no
truth. Tell me.. what's really goin® on?™ All | did in
that song was describe my whole little situation,
but the hook tells that the world that’s when |
personally found out that, “southern trees bare
strange frut™. The hook just tells it all.

Dishonne: Is that track going to be included on
your new: solo release this 1all?

Dwayne: Well what Dwayne: It's performed by the Toni's.

happened i5, when | Dishonne: That
shot the messaqge via WHEN WRONG IS RIGHT. RGHT IS WRONG! sounds good. | hear
one friend, he shot it to - s > that you're working
Davy D [a radio person- “THE HOSPITALIZED” with some cool

ality at KMEL radio : s artst on this project.
station in San Fran- | Carlos Santanay
cisco), Davy hooked up ‘f Dwayne: Yeah

an email, and it went and that's just foorn
from New York to | kickin® it. That's all
Atlanta 1o Texas, -4 've been doing

Louisiana, and wherever
else — even over in
London. Then |stared
getting all these calls
about it — Oakland’s
Mayor Jerry Brown, and
everything. I'm just
doing my thang. When
I'm in my zone, and
especally when | get
calls after like 6 and 7
o'clock, | don't want to
work, | wanna just kick
it, and when people are
calling me wanting 1o
discuss that an all, I'm
like, "What s this?™ I'm trying to coverup. |
hadn't talked to Jerry since | supported him dunng
his mayoral election, and all of a sudden I'm
getting these calls. So, | took the laid back
approach and | started focusing in more-an what
was going on besides me taking my trips, besides
things - happening around just me, besides me
bringmng my kids to the studio — everything. It

started 1o just play all in. | feel like | would

REMEMBER ME ! I'M
BERMIE GOETT. T WAS
(W A SUEWAY Cal wHEN L

have been a punk ass not to go out
there and try a‘nd represent. You know
what | mean/

Dishonne: Who are you representing for?

Dwayne: I'm representing for folks!
The black people, the brown people,

since we [Tony,

MY NAMD 1 TUNAS

MOHAMED ., 3 WAS Toni, Tonél pul our
ILEaLL

a?:'lm Y e I.::\it album out. |

WY CAR. . 5 FOUGHT PACE I've been hangin

out. | ran into
Carlos Santana,
went over 1o his
studio, and we
jammed. Terry Ellis
from En Viogue has
2 | been over here a
i few times. We
were back in
Mississippi and |
was chilling with
Hootie and the Blowdfish, we kicked it. Then,
there's other artists from the Bay Area. From
Berkeley, from Qakiand - Najee. I'm working with
some mad cool pecple on this project
Dishonne: What exactly, if anything, would you
like to change about the community?

Dwayne: Just be an example. That's all
people need to do. You can do what-
ever you do, and still lead a normal
and respectable life.

WITH A BLADE ., THEY
CNERPOWERET MC aCar
ME, SPIT ONME, calle s
HER-’LI:MI. WANE 5 AN
BRraE MY JAW. L was
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Sometimes when 1 think of M:u'i]yn Buck, ;
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prisoner in Dublin, C/
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think of her as 2 preachers daughrer. 1 imagine

Marilyn as a young woman, searching for the truth,
searching for meaning, in this tormented world, 1

imagine her in the segregated south, smack n the

muddle of the bible belr, trying to understand the

nature of gnnd and evil trymg to understand the
nature of nght and Wrong.

Fﬂl‘ too m;m]; PWP]E gﬂudnn:ss 15 X |::ll'||.’!-'.5--|-.’-|.:i h].l
meaningless rituals thar have nothing to do with

the moral and ethical Lhﬂﬂﬂnbfﬁ. that we are iﬂuﬂg

l_'-'.]-I.'I,]1r

They go to church on sunday, dressed in

their Sunday best, wearing golden crosses around
their necks, while ignoring the burming crosses of
racism., | here are (oo many pﬁ:}}‘-l-: who say their

October 22 Coalition

www.unsioppable.comi 22
1-888-NO-BRUTALITY, email
Oct2 28unstoppable com
October 22, P.O. B 2627,
New York, NY 10009,

Cartact the national office o
connect with the struggle in all
parts of the country. Check the
website for the powerful Call
for October 22 1999 ta Stop
Police Brutality, Repression
and the Criminalization of 3
Generation. Mark your
calendar for 10/22/99. show
at your local events, wear
black, fight back|

Speakers and student/
youth action

Lontact Andre English at (S08)
301-1802 in New Jersey.
Andre & @ membert of Ociohet

225 National Coordinating
Lommittee and deserves big
props for building a Student/
Youth Network around the
issue of killer cops and
pohtical prisoners. He and his
crew can armange for youth
speakers and events and

cultural happenings, 5o get in
touch with them

Community Based
Services

WWWLNCUR].OIg

821 Liberty Avenue, Pittsburgh
PA- 15222, Phone (412) 261-
1086, fax (412) 261-1312.
Dedicated to educate, mobilize
Oiganize and empowes
neighbarhoods throughout
urban America, including
advocacy for police brutality
VICLIMS, Orisis imtervention, and

riiirs] mrases

-l'lll-JIII
ed in the eHore to free As

prayers, but never once pray for those who are being
preyed on. They do not confront the evils of op-

Pression, the evils ot POVETTY, of L':'-[].‘-I-l_"lt[éllli‘.l-n, or po-
litrcal repression, TI'hey think of themselves as moral,
but never examine the inequities and the injustices
of this world, nor do they condemin the inhumane
system that perpetuates those tnjustices, trampling
on the lives of so many Iﬁtﬂp]-: n the Process, | think

of her

as someone who wrestled with the moral

Pmbf-:ms of our times, and who was not been afraid
o take pri:wiplc-:i positions around those issues.

h’iﬁﬂ[}f“ h:ll:] = | E]."II:I-iE-E‘. ahe could have remaimned
silent, she could have reaped the benefits of white-
skin-privilege, but instead she chose the path to righ-
teousness. She was not placated with the appearance

Black Panther Collective

www.panthercollective.com
PO Box 20735 Park West
station, New York NY 10025-
1516, Contact: Shaka Shakur
Phone (917) 702-2478

Whiie not as publicized as
their successul video camera
Campaign to monitor cops, the
Black Panther Collective is
equatly active in the
community organizing food
and clothing drives,

Black Panther Party Ten Point
Frogram, March, 1972 Point #7

We want an immediate end 1o
police brutality and murder of
black peaple, other people of
coigr and all eppressed people
inside the United States

National People's
Democratic Uhuru
Movement (NPDUM)

Www. Lhurumovement. orng,
email apspuhuru@acl.com

It you're fram Brooklyn you'll
Enow Uhuru Movement from
Dead Prez's-concents, videa
shoots, and political education
events. NFDUM, a national
organization founded by Omali
feshutela, was at the center of
& 1996 community action in 5t
Petersburg, Florida that
successiully repelled thie police
from Uhuru House- see weh

site for stary and pics. You can
attend M1 and Sticman's PE

classes every Sunday at
4PM @ 357 Marcus Garvey
Bivd between Putnam and
Jefferson take the A or € train 1o




of nm':.litt:.': shHe J'lmE';i'u for the essence of morality. She
has never been just another vouce singng in the choir,
byt someone who has nsen her voice o Prase reedom,
and to condemn captvity, She has defended the have-

nots, the ]’"E.'\-'I.'L'I‘]r.‘fii-i, and as a woman she has .-.Iruggied
for the liberanion of all women.

Marilyn i1s someone who has continued to gIOw
and to dﬂ'-:h}p. she went from supporting the Civil
HKaghts movement, to supporting human rights and the
nght to self-determination for oppressed people. She
went from -:ﬂnL:Iuﬁ\':'nrliml.;-I paverty to mm‘[fmning 0=
:mpﬂf}' capitalism that causes it. She went from con-

demmng LS. military mtervention to condemnmg mnter-
national impenalism.,

Mﬂl‘ll}’n 1S someone who has not unil'.' Prr.lcht‘d Againsd
evil, but she has devoted her life to destroying it. Because
she has been so relentless, because she has been so unequivo-
cal, because she has been so unshakable in her beliefs, the
police, the FBI, the CIA, and all the other instruments of
repression m the ULS. have tried to nail her to the cross. ...

The n;‘.-nI}' reason that she remamns mncarcerated 15 be-
cause of her political beliefs and because of her political
activism. As a political prisoner !"'»Larl\}‘n has continued
L0 JIOw, and continued to demonstrate COtrage and con-
viction. She has continued to creare, to celebrate life, and
to embody the spint of goodness. She needs and she
l'f!."!'-L'I"l.'l."!'- the SO ol all those who are commuitred (o
the cause of .-u--.:r'.!I] justice, She necds m]d ..‘i|.':-1'-|,'-|:'1:|.‘:: the
support of all those who are commutted to freedom and

: ! : Tt
(o the abolition of pan and suffering on this earth.

Hﬂril}'n 1S DO lq:.-ngrr the preacher’s daughrer. She is
preacher and a teacher in her own “i:'l'“' Her sermons ane
WTItlen m poems, 1 essays, and m the ].ugu.‘u:.;r of ll'.:'i-'i.'l'l'll"'.ii.".
She 15 one of the finess rx.un}'nluu oof paditical and personal
mntegrity on this planet. She deserves to be supported, she

'-fl"'vl"l""-“l"'.n LD ?[1:' TL"E-E."I:ﬁ.'It"-.i.. .I:I:I-L'i 1]1:‘ -L',!:'S.:’[‘I.-'i*:-. (0 I:"l-li_' fh::'.

Anthony Baez
Foundation

Jews for Racial and
Economic Justice

Parents Against Police
Brutality

hotline, fawyer refefral services
and a cop observation

b Cameron Place, Sronx NY
10453, Phone (T1E) 364-2879
or (/18) 798-2466. fax (71E)
b53-1681

Iris Baez’s hight for justice for
her son energizes and inspires
everyone in the movement. The
Foundation not only
coordinatiés évents in the
Commundty. they have akko
ORe k2y In GOCumenting cases
for the Stolen Lives Projent

Bay Area PoliceWatch

NEtWOrk, 3mondg their many
proects. Moch respect to Van
Jones for his sofid work oves
the long term

MNational Congress for
Puerto Rican Rights

105 East 22 Streel, Now York
NY 10010, Phone (2121 614-
5453 fax (212) 260-2861

Richie Peser has focused on
potce Brutality issues snce his
time with the Young Loeds.

54 Fulton Sireet, 665, New
York NY 10038. Phone (212)
964-9210, fax (212) 964-9275
The voice and commitment of
forward-thinking Jews is having
a big impact an the way the
mamstream & talking about
poiice brutality in New Yok

Malcolm X Grassroots
Movement

nitpfmembets.aol comimgm

MEGM is based out of
jackson, Mississippl but has

Phone (718) 601-1863.
hMarganta Rosano—who
Ghoulani blamed for her son
Anthomny's death, calling her “a
neglectiul mother™ on the
airwaves when she challenged
him during a radio program—
works with PAPB, as does
Nwcholas Heyward S¢

Peace and Justice
Foundation

8604 Second Avenue, Dept.
173, Silver Spring MD 20910

The Natwon:
]|:|[ M1.'-|':I|:'r| 51 rase] Stlftf' |.1|:I|:|_. h.' mation 1' E:;:I'I'Igrl'l'si_i FI'LI'II-" h-':ﬁfﬂ o Lﬂ".;- MJ;I'E!EE EE”.EH.I: P'h'ﬂﬂf |;3|::' I:I EE'I 'EE'.“':' Fr:ll
: 010 logether the annual Racla ' (301) 681-3681. Founded b
san Franscisco CA 94105 Justice Day event in the New York, Atlanta and othe .. Fu f
Phone (415) 543-9444 spring. Shouting out Megan ces—Qqo0 10 the website for Eﬁ;ﬁmﬂfﬂhﬂﬂ >adlakhan,
rl | e I 1 : LSRRV :
Operating out of the Ella Baker * who coordinates the cop yout local email, phone and VIE FRACE 200 Aduce

Foundation’s focus is on police
beutality, political prisoners
and community work.

aodress information, Karl
Franklin holds i1 down with
at the Center fon

Constifutional Righte,

Center for Human Rights,
FohcoWatch runs a brutality

walch projects
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lane Onel £ a8 painter whao lives
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siage of the "Millions for
Mumia™

of Puerto Rican Bannar

panting in support of Puerto
Rican potitical prisoners

Martin Luther king Ir Bxd feet oo on capvas

Lritéd Farm

VWorkers Limon, Amnesty

internaugnal, Nonmternvention

in Chile and San Francisco
Women Agains! Rape

ol & metalic on camas

L
3
g
g
i
&
£
&
=t
1:.
[
E .
Z
i
=
=

Widbons for Mumils Bx 16 feat

-

‘1"-.

-,

14
AM "HMOol141¥

; e N
-

. e
T




Sundiata is a brilliant mathematician, artist, and commit-
ted freedom fighter for the New Afrikan Nation. In 1969
he was imprisoned without bail in the notorious Panther
13 case. After being acquitted in 1971 he was forced
underground by police harassment and joined the Black
Liberation Army. After he, Assata Shakur, and Zayd Malik
Shakur were ambushed by police on the New Jersey
Tumnpike in 1973, Sundiata was sentenced to life plus 30
years because a cop died in this incident. Zayd Shakur
was also killed. Sundiata is one of the longest serving
political prisoners in the world. B asked him what has
made it possible to hold on for all these years:

Lﬂq}king back : can only l:ruh,r :-;pfak for m},r:wl!'
on what makes a PP/POW stay strong, but 1 don't
think my expetiences are much different from most

PP/POWs who have remained strong in their

beliefs despite long harsh years of imprisonment.

When 1 decided to join the Black Panther Party

— meaning 1d decided to wage serious struggle
against the system — 1 knew that the most

probable outcome would be death or impns-

onment and that there was only an outside chance

of victory m our lifetime, S0 my decision wasnt
made lightly but only after sober reflection of the
consequences, But ) had simply come to the point
where 1 couldn’t tolerate the mjustices that
this so&iety heaps upon Blacks, other people of
color, and the oppressed. i decided 1 would
rather fight against it than acquiesce to it. In
other words, at the very outset my decision to
struggle was a step upon the path of no return.

But '[‘Eﬁlﬂiniﬂg sm:ing 15 not a one-tume
deciston that's written in stone. The enemy
has a thousand-and-one ways and a

liferime to test a PP/POW's

. ":_'l !!-,.l.l:- 1l |'.-J|' [k

TESET VL. .I'.I'I.”.'i-l. ht" -I:I'I.:ll'.'i'i 1 Enﬂﬁ-'[.-]ntl}'. l.1!'-1.|-.:l"!|-' i.'l'}-'
threats to life and limb but just as often thru
'-:'l':l'-:l:l'.":l':-i I:'lf- EIZ'I]T'I.]_"I.'I.EII.'['H'!'-I.".. Lo ':ﬂ]";l'.‘ 1.1'“.'.' '."..:'Ifl-'}' '||-'|-".i':I:|-r LIt
or “slow your roll” Every long-held P P/POW
knows what t'm talking about. All of us have
at ane tume or another questioned whether we
made the wisest decision or compromised too
much in a particular situation,

Often when ('m faced with a hard decision,
that is, whether to do the right thing at
the risk of great personal sacrifice or to
compromise (and one knows when he or she
has compromised whether others know it or

not at the ome) 1 usually unmediately siam the
doot to the offer, tell them, “Hell no! 1 amt

the one!” case closed. No chance of mulling
aver, petting weak and selling out. Then 1 stand

ready to deal with the consequences.

A problem is that over time, or at times, it
becomes hard to rell whether one has become
too foolish, proud, obstinate, rrational, or
even masochistic to make sound decisions on
tough issues. At those times, 1 go to the
hardest, strongest comrade or friend

available whose judgement 1 value,
lay the situation out and ask
their advice. Usually
they advise the

19305 a< the Bruderhot Community, which he had

jed, was being targeted by the Nazl regime be
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hard choice that 1 didn't care to make alone — and 1 gnic my teeth and 1‘!':3-'

¥

follow their advice. ,

f‘-"I.ll':.ing hard decisions is never easy bui experience almost always :
- a

proves 1t o be the best pﬂl‘h in the Inng run. H-j.' 1fn|r|_|._1 50 the most one . -' |
; |IlI

can expect is to become accustomed to it thru repitition until it be-
comes a habit and part of one’s character. Altho it's néver easy,

making hard decisions is the key to staying strong.

for more information:

WWW prsonactivist ong/pps-+pows/sundiata.htmi
write Sundiata:

#39794-066 Bax 3000

USP Allenwood

White Deer PA 17887

In the life of a community

several decisive questions will

need to be confronted again and

again: how are we called? to what are

‘ we called? will we follow the call? Only a

few are called to the special way that is ours. Yet

those who are called - a small, battle-

tried band, who must sacrifice themselves again and
again will hold firmly for the rest of their lives to the common
task shown them by God. They will be ready to sacrifice life itself for
the sake of unity.

People tear themselves away from home, parents, and career for the sake
ot marriage; for the sake of wife and child they risk their lives. In the
same way It IS necessary to break away and sacrifice ev-
er}rthing for the sake of our calling to this way. Qur witness to volun-
tary community of goods and work, to a life of peace and love, will have
meaning only when we throw our entire lite and livelinood into it.

The strongest love and jUEtiEE goes to social outcasts. Who-
ever experiences this justice of love will never feel like a benefactor con-
descendingly distributing alms, but will know the tulfillment of his deep-
est calling in service and interdependence with all people. Whoever lives
In this spint draws the kingdom of God into the present. Where this spirit
s alive, the kingdom of God rushes violently in and is
won by storm. It reveals itself everywhere as good news for the
poor, liberation for the oppressed, enslaved, imprisoned.

Retlections on Strueele and Stavine Strone




