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FORMER BLACK PANTHER ASSATA SHAKUR

is still bealing in Cuba, after evading COINTELPRO and charges

of murdering a New Jersey State Trooper in 1973

HE BLACK PANTHER PARTY
e, the Nation of Islawm, the St

the Semathern Clirist
tan Leadershup Con

dernt Nowmiolent Coordinating Compmittes and the Black
[ iheration Aty (BLA) share at least one thing in cont
i They all soere targets of the FBI's counter—mtell;
pemee pragrant (COINTELPRCY. Former Panther and
BLA actmtst Assata Shak CAOIN-
TELPRO srpfvors nose Mg in poli

Frome 1971 to 1973, 5/

i 15 oope of the fer

eal exile.
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fth six crimes

Cacguittal, On May 2,

charg

i I 1 T fa ot
pg preprreler, ot of relricly reslted e disnnssal o
1973, wien New Jersey State P

ac ihe ws 1 the New fersey Turnpike,

¢ o Heers stofifa

aut left Ber-tn commparmon, Lavd Malik Shakr, and trooper

Werner Foers . Four vears later, she was convicted of Foer

ster's muurder and the assanelt of another officer, despite nenrologists

amount of repression at the end of the "60s and the early part of the
s, which Forced |'u.'np||.- 1o have o £O T PISON O '..-;|!-\..|'!‘|1|.'.|r.
EMERGE: Repression?

SHAKUR: Against polincal activists, specifically
tor example, in the Black Panther Party, We were the number one

There was a/case,

target of COINTELPRO, the counter-intelligence program that was
set up by |. Edgar Hoover and the FBI 1o ‘neurmalze” polincl
acnivists. Hoover deemed the Black Panther Party 1o be the most dan
gErOUs Organizanon o the secunty of the L nired Stares. Whar they
did was not enly my oo kill — actually out and ou kill — people like
Fred Hampton and Mark Clarke, they sec people up on false charges,
they drove people crazy. They did everything to oy and crmuinalise
[V Imovement, i"'“_i Iy IO .II.'\”H'l DL Moyt

EMERGE: What did the BLA mean o you?

SHAKUR: To be hon

est, | would be dead if it weren't for the people

A SUAVIVOR

ile seatedd i the car witl: ber bands in
rpsically mcapalile of palling a trigger.
¢ oued cif @ Clindon, N,

Sentenced ol

ltter spaark srowiht Shakear back to the public's atten-

tice, and Gony, Christ Todd W hitrenan bhas :":.'.'!_I.dnl‘.'ll Shakur's return

o MNew Jersey-ro stand trial,

EMERGE: As o former member of the Black Panther Parrv, what do
vou constder 1ts most important L'_IL.:.L'f.':"

SHAKUR: | think the most it
Party was the facr that it was nor just 3 party thar wanted a piece of
!

rant legacy of the Black Panther

the ple. It was a parry thar waned to make a whole new st ol
.L||_.|_|:|;._a. far the hbermtion of African people 0 the United Staves. |
think that the Black Panther Partv was one of the first revelotionary
organizations that had a sense of not only strugghng, for thehibera-
tion of Black people, but had a vision of changing the ennre sociery,

EMERGE

Black Liberanon Army What were the prmary goals of thar angin

Afrer the Rlack Panther Parry, you were a member of the

zznion and how were they achieved?
SHAKUR; Actually, the Black Liberanon Army was not an army, an
organized body, What the Black Liberation Army was was very dif

ferent - different pars of the country, Therd was an enommeoss

32 EMERGE = MaY 2000

whi toak the risk, who said, “We are poing o have vou come into

onr howse, We're going ro take care of vou. We'lre going to protect

voul, We're pomg to strusple with vou o whatever way wecan.”™ If i

wiere not for those sisters and brothers, who ook those posit
would be absolurely dead

EMERGE: It sounds ke one of the g
SHAKUR: Keeping

|'|l'"\'.' Ty PoOf

als was keepang you alive,

ET BIYE ETIVISION

each People can’r even

re persecuted by the government. [nmy specihic

case, they were trving to accuse me of harboning or aiding and aber-
Eing FLERIEIVES

EMERGE: Dhd vou?

SHAKUR: Nao

very public realit

¢ really, Not becanse 1 wouldn't have. [ was. ina

I WS LITIPOsst

1d [ was very above ground,

ble at that time for m

<o aid or abet or lade fugnves, but Teertanly
would have, Teerainly felt thar people who were persecared by the
hould be hid-
den, shonld be fed, should be cared for. and | was willing to do thar.
EMERGE: In hindsight, what do vou wish the BLA, or you as an
inclividual member
SHAKLUR: One of

rnight not live unnl the next day. We didn’t take into

on unjust charges should b T‘._\'!I.'l."ll.'l.l.
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T I'I'i'lrl'.'1 I anyl |'|j11£ b

nd done di

mistakes thar we made was thmking thar we
seconnt thag we
had to build families, that we had o butld strong relationshops with
each arther, We had o make a 'way to educate our childeen, and have
them not be solated and oot grow up alone feeling ditferent from

other children, bur o have a commumity, a safe place where they













