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FORMER BLACK PANTHER ASSATA SHAKUR

is still bealing in Cuba, after evading COINTELPRO and charges

of murdering a New Jersey State Trooper in 1973

HE BLACK PANTHER PARTY
e, the Nation of Islawm, the St

the Semathern Clirist
tan Leadershup Con

dernt Nowmiolent Coordinating Compmittes and the Black
[ iheration Aty (BLA) share at least one thing in cont
i They all soere targets of the FBI's counter—mtell;
pemee pragrant (COINTELPRCY. Former Panther and
BLA actmtst Assata Shak CAOIN-
TELPRO srpfvors nose Mg in poli

Frome 1971 to 1973, 5/

i 15 oope of the fer

eal exile.

RILEF ]

fth six crimes

Cacguittal, On May 2,

charg

i I 1 T fa ot
pg preprreler, ot of relricly reslted e disnnssal o
1973, wien New Jersey State P

ac ihe ws 1 the New fersey Turnpike,

¢ o Heers stofifa

aut left Ber-tn commparmon, Lavd Malik Shakr, and trooper

Werner Foers . Four vears later, she was convicted of Foer

ster's muurder and the assanelt of another officer, despite nenrologists

amount of repression at the end of the "60s and the early part of the
s, which Forced |'u.'np||.- 1o have o £O T PISON O '..-;|!-\..|'!‘|1|.'.|r.
EMERGE: Repression?

SHAKUR: Against polincal activists, specifically
tor example, in the Black Panther Party, We were the number one

There was a/case,

target of COINTELPRO, the counter-intelligence program that was
set up by |. Edgar Hoover and the FBI 1o ‘neurmalze” polincl
acnivists. Hoover deemed the Black Panther Party 1o be the most dan
gErOUs Organizanon o the secunty of the L nired Stares. Whar they
did was not enly my oo kill — actually out and ou kill — people like
Fred Hampton and Mark Clarke, they sec people up on false charges,
they drove people crazy. They did everything to oy and crmuinalise
[V Imovement, i"'“_i Iy IO .II.'\”H'l DL Moyt

EMERGE: What did the BLA mean o you?

SHAKUR: To be hon

est, | would be dead if it weren't for the people

A SUAVIVOR

ile seatedd i the car witl: ber bands in
rpsically mcapalile of palling a trigger.
¢ oued cif @ Clindon, N,

Sentenced ol

ltter spaark srowiht Shakear back to the public's atten-

tice, and Gony, Christ Todd W hitrenan bhas :":.'.'!_I.dnl‘.'ll Shakur's return

o MNew Jersey-ro stand trial,

EMERGE: As o former member of the Black Panther Parrv, what do
vou constder 1ts most important L'_IL.:.L'f.':"

SHAKUR: | think the most it
Party was the facr that it was nor just 3 party thar wanted a piece of
!

rant legacy of the Black Panther

the ple. It was a parry thar waned to make a whole new st ol
.L||_.|_|:|;._a. far the hbermtion of African people 0 the United Staves. |
think that the Black Panther Partv was one of the first revelotionary
organizations that had a sense of not only strugghng, for thehibera-
tion of Black people, but had a vision of changing the ennre sociery,

EMERGE

Black Liberanon Army What were the prmary goals of thar angin

Afrer the Rlack Panther Parry, you were a member of the

zznion and how were they achieved?
SHAKUR; Actually, the Black Liberanon Army was not an army, an
organized body, What the Black Liberation Army was was very dif

ferent - different pars of the country, Therd was an enommeoss
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whi toak the risk, who said, “We are poing o have vou come into

onr howse, We're going ro take care of vou. We'lre going to protect

voul, We're pomg to strusple with vou o whatever way wecan.”™ If i

wiere not for those sisters and brothers, who ook those posit
would be absolurely dead

EMERGE: It sounds ke one of the g
SHAKUR: Keeping

|'|l'"\'.' Ty PoOf

als was keepang you alive,

ET BIYE ETIVISION

each People can’r even

re persecuted by the government. [nmy specihic

case, they were trving to accuse me of harboning or aiding and aber-
Eing FLERIEIVES

EMERGE: Dhd vou?

SHAKUR: Nao

very public realit

¢ really, Not becanse 1 wouldn't have. [ was. ina

I WS LITIPOsst

1d [ was very above ground,

ble at that time for m

<o aid or abet or lade fugnves, but Teertanly
would have, Teerainly felt thar people who were persecared by the
hould be hid-
den, shonld be fed, should be cared for. and | was willing to do thar.
EMERGE: In hindsight, what do vou wish the BLA, or you as an
inclividual member
SHAKLUR: One of

rnight not live unnl the next day. We didn’t take into

on unjust charges should b T‘._\'!I.'l."ll.'l.l.

EOVETITIEE
EOVErTIment

T I'I'i'lrl'.'1 I anyl |'|j11£ b

nd done di

mistakes thar we made was thmking thar we
seconnt thag we
had to build families, that we had o butld strong relationshops with
each arther, We had o make a 'way to educate our childeen, and have
them not be solated and oot grow up alone feeling ditferent from

other children, bur o have a commumity, a safe place where they







could express themselves, where they could have children their age

who were politically conscious. I think many of our children grew

up feeling isolated, not having that sense of community.

EMERGE: In the incident on the New Jersey State Turnpike, who

shot state trooper Werner Foerster?

SHAKUR: The gun that shot Werner Foerster was found under the

body of Zayd Malik Shakur, in his hand. Blood was on the trigger.

So you can draw your own conclusions from that.

EMERGE: Forensic evidence indicates that your gunshot wound

incapacitated you from firing a gun. Even The New York Times

reports that the prosecution could not prove that you fired the fatal
shot, What was vour convic

shit Foer

mviaived v

SHAKLUR: My convicoion was based on the color of my slan, | was

i I‘._H\' |,'| £5T1, ‘.=1\'. Ty II-L' .|1 1E A0l

or on the New Jersey law thar states that all parties

1 killing a police officer are equally responsible:

convicted by an all=-White jury, The prosecution brought in not ong
SIgle WIITHESS, | Wils -.!'lll' with my hands in the air We ||I1':"|'I hawve
a name for it then. Nobady had heard of racial profling, We didn't
even think abour that just deiving down the New Jersey Tumpike,

or-me IS

just being Black, was o dangerous thing
to 'do. It never eocurred 1o me that [ was
gomg o be shot ke that

The convicton was a forgone conclu
ston given the pre-trial publicry, given
the all-White racist jury, and given the
total prejudice of the judge. They used the
socalled felony conviction law 1o mot

ot a

only chorge me with the murde

New [ersey state roper, thiey

ng Zavd

Wialik Shakur, even though the

charged me with |

police clearly stared that he was
shior by police. To be frank
with vouw, when | found our 1

was -acoused of killing Zavd, it

atfecred me psychologically.
EMERGE: Did you receive sup-

art from other notivists?
SHAKLUR: Mo, it was very
hard because most of them
||'.'|._'-.| in Mew “:::.‘L_ ||'|a."- Jl.'h'j
w0 come 0 New Jersev every LTOBICGILAPH
dav, and the judee would W Ay Sz
threaten o throw them off the B
case if they came onesecond late, Bill Kunstler came on cthe case;
this: was afrer Stanley Cohen [my fiest lawyer] died. The judge
called off every dime that was state money that was 1o be allotred
for expert witnesses. He also rried to get Ball Kunstler theown ofl
the case, and actually had a hearing, which went on for weeks,
[nstead of preparing for the case, we wert dealing with showmng
camse for why Bill Kunstler shouldn't be thrown off the case.

My other lawyer was Lennox Hinds, who had been at the head
of the Matonal Conference of Black Lavwvers: Théy cried o dishar
him. He was representing me on the civil case because during the
whole time of the trial and more than a vear before the wial, | was
held 1n o basement of a men’s prison, i soliory conhinement, in a
cell thar was like abour more than 0 degrees, with blinding Hores-

cent bulbs that were turned on 24 hours a day. His case went up to

the supreme L.our because he told the weuch, thar it was legal

Iynching, and that [ was being rulroaded,
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Lefi, Assata Shakur's self—titled autobiography
was published in 1987, Center, Middlesex County, N.1., author:
ties escort Shakur to court during the tral in 1976. The FBI wanted poster for

Joanne Chesimard was issued in 1979, following a federal warrant for her armrest.

EMERGE: You’ve said that you don’t believe that there is justice in
the United States for anyone.

SHAKUR: No, I think that the rich White people have more ‘of a
chance of receiving justice than anybody else. What they do is just
buy freedom. It has nothing to do with justice. They just have
almost immunity. Class immunity, race immunity, whatever you
want to call it, but that’s not justice.

EMERGE: What would it take for the United States to develop a
system that is just?

SHAKUR: Well, you can’t have criminal justice without having
social justice, without having economic justice, without having edu-
without having health-care justice. T mean for
them, justice isjust us— White people; just us — rich pe
EMERGE: Ina 1998 open letier,

DAPTIngE 1M Ve

. P
canonal ushice,

LENIN '\-.'!IHI WOl WETE a5t

st A v Coulkd go

rial becaise i wis 50

back to the rrial’s bemnning, what would vou do differently?
SHAKUR: I've thought about that a lot. During the trial, a few

it of just elling the lawyers, “Go home, 'l

timies, | oreally the

1 hudd done it before, but evervbody felt thar we

rom m

diefend mvself.”

e se 8I‘ﬂ L

peeded to make a recond. The tral was so untair that nebody even
saw it. The lowvers weren't talking aboot winning or losing, thes
were just talking abour geming an appeal.

My faith i the appeals court was slim to none. It was very hard

for me to conceive of conducting a trial with the vision of gettin

appeal. The judge was like the prosecurors and the prosecutors had

urfimited resources. We couldn't even afford o have basic expert

wilnesses. IFwas just s0 ratally unfair that 1 should have just hred

i mivself. Everybody was like, | would

1 r {
|.|".‘|".|'1-|.i|'l\.| el T ©

«d in a minute, The problem was that, to be perfectly fio

est, | would have had o bard rime admittng it then, but solicary
cophiement — woek aifer wex |_, dav aler |_|_.'- — {fofs '\.l-:l‘:-_".!.1ll'.-|.'.
s vou. | was noo my normal self. 1 was not as SIrOng as | usually
am. It got to the pont where Loouldn't even reacl,
EMERGE: You couldn't reads

SHAKLUIR: | L'-.I|.'_'|'r CONCCIITae.
et o

some kind of snmulus — nothing, no radio, no welevision, nothing

| would just look at the book my

ing math because | had o have

mother broughe me, | rém

wirked down there
EMERGE: How long were vou in -.--Iir.!":. 2
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SHAKUR: Altogerher, more than rwo vears, 5o 1 started deing
math problems hke they have in Mensa, for people who are sup
posed to be super intelligent. They had these problems, and |
wimld sir there and thar was the only way [eould have most of my
concentration again. For me, thar was the hardest thing because |
am a people person and people are my joy, my kife, my luxury, |
was i a cell with 2 guard looking in on me 24 hours a day in frony
of the cell, and feeling like an animal. So | think thar if 1 had it o
do over again, Twould defend myself.

EMERGE: You mude a danng break our of prison i 1979, Flow
didd vou break out?

SHAKUR: [ did noe break our, 1 was libersted, That's all 1 have o
sy abwour that.

EMERGE: How did vou end up m Cuba?

SHAKUR: | don't want to fallk about thae.

EMERGE: How many times have you met Fidel Castro?
SHAKUR: | don't know. 've seen lum and 've been introduced o
hirn, but 1 don’t really know Fidel Casero. It not like, "How va
deoin’, Fidel2™ When | came o Cuba, I respecoed Fidel, 1 had a ot

ot respect for him, and now [ can say thar as a leader, he hos really

given me faith. [ can say thar | love bin He muose work ae lease 18
howrs a dav, He s a compulsive teacher; that's one of the reasons
thar he is so mtelligent. Fidel gives such long speeches, but they
eeally are classes, IF you loek at coumrries thar are helping African
peaple, Cuba is the number one countey, in terms of sending doc-
tors, trammg doctors. Becanse of selidarioy thar the Cubans have
— not just the government, bur the Cubans themselves — they
have shown [solidarity] to not only Africans thae struggle in the
Unired Stares, buestruggle all over this world. They have given so
much with so fittle resources. You can’t belp bur love them. I i
wasn't bor Cuba fighting for Angola, | don’t think thar South
Atfrica would be free o apuribend today.

EMERGE: Flow was it for yvou to integrare into Cuban sociery ?
SHAKUR: Ir was hard, Procvour basie Black sister from the seates,
and | miss my people. | miss my misic, | miss the culiare, 1 miss the
verbal interchange. [ miss my ebonics, It was difficulr becanse | had
t0r learn o new language. [had o learn a different colure,
EMERGE: Is the situation with Flian Gonzalez relevant o vou,
persinally, and o Afncan-Americans, in general?

SHAKUR: Well, the hardest pain for me is the separation from miy
daughter and separanon from my family nght now, Pve seen my
grandson onee. Commmumcation 15 hard. There s nathing in my life
thar s harder than o be separated from my child and my grand:
chuld Thar's a pan that everybody thioks that they know. 50 when
ook at o government who s going to take a child who warched
his mother die — he's 6 years old — and 1o say thar hae chald can
niot be with his Bather, his Eamily, lns grandparenes..thars 4 mon-
ster. The people in Muami have no scruples, no principles. Whe do
they think they pre? These Miami politicians want to wse that child
as o ool a trophy, What goes through thelte minds? They're not
interested i lberating anvbody.... All they're interested in s germing
the property back that they think they lost in Cuba,

EMERGE: A bill calling for your extradition passed ananimonsly
in Congress. Some Congressionn] Black Covcus members have said
that they wouldn't have supported it if they understood that you
were om the list, Flas anyore reached oo to you te apologize?
SHAKUR: Well, Maxie Waters wrote a lewter to Fidel Castro,
Shie was very clear, She said thar they had been bambooaled, that
the bill had been introduced during a session that was supposed o
b a noncontroversial sessicn where the leaves are renamed with

streets or whatever and they snock this part in in berween. They
psed my slave name |Joanme Deborah Chesimard], Part of 0 wos
the strategy to shide it in so that nobody would koow alout i, The
other part is just a slave-maseer, cacist mentality thar 15 not only
the case with the newspapers and relevision stations that gell vou,
“Nigma, we call vou what we feel like calling you.”

EMERGE: New Jersey Governor Christine Todd Whitman has
raised the bounty for vour capture from 525,000 ta $100,000. Has
that atfected vour ife?

SHAKUR: It certainly hasn't made it caster. lr was not just a ques
nion of her raising the bouncy. It was a question of the chict of de
New Jersev stare police also saving that he was going o look for
privire donors, people who would contribute money 5o thar he
could ire soldiers of fortune. that's o mercenary, That's somes
body that will do anything for money, whether 1015 kill, kidnap,
madm or torture, Essentially, it is the same effecr as having a con-
tract on my life and on my liberey,

EMERGE: Are you worried thar vou will be used as o bargaining
chip or returned from Cuba?

SHAKUR: It's possible, bur | believe thay che people here in the
government have principles, manain those principles and are not
afraid of the United Stares government.

EMERGE: Arc there any mssues regarding Black people in the Unie-
ed Sraves thar particolarly eoncern vou?

SHAKUR: | rthink we are becommg conscious as o people that
racism wounds, oppression wounds. When vou're wounded vou
need poheal. That was one of the things that [ found our abour my
life, I came to the point thar | realized, *Wow, Limust heal.”
EMERGE: How did vou heal?

SHAKUR: T'm still healing, It's o process, comimg to grips with all
that pan. | used o oy eo qust e i in the back of miv head. T feles
that people wanted me o be this scrong Black worman and 1 had o
be thar. T am a srong Black woman, bur ar the same rime, 1 starced
to be honest encugh with mysell and say in many ways; 1 am a
watlkiog wound, That means [ have to heal, 1o ry 1o undersrand
what happened, to try o heal spiritually and poe try to hide i
EMERGE: Was there some twrming point thar enabled you restan
expressing voursell and o start healing oo conscious way?
SHAKUR: | think when my daughrer went back o the United
States to study, | fele she made the nighe decisin, Bur at the same
time, [ was geiel-stricken. Ivwas like [ was losing, hor again, ['was
o full of grief T eouldn't express i 1 didn't even wane to look ar i
[ was s tense, and [ really couldn't focas in on what was happen-
g o me unol a feend gave me an article that deale with the bio-
logeal and  emotonal changes they wenr through when  the
mother separates from the child, and the grief and the anger. |
wondered why she pave me this. Then | realized it, and a tear
cante. | realieed thar | must work on i and oeed o do that to be

a better person.

EMERGE: If your conviction were averturned today, what would
you ded

SHAKUR: | honesdy don't know. | think that | would meer with
sopmeof my closest riends and ger some opmions on what 1 should
do. whar would be the correct thing to do. It would not be casy for
me 1o go back to the stares. D would want 1o go back only because
| love people there and because | believe thae | have a duty o
struggle for my people and to free political prisoners, to fight o
save Mumia [Abo Jamal|'s life. Those are the things thar | would
think about, and ey mo figure our what my work should be, | eell
vou, it would not be casy for e, m
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