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Ramona Africa A \“5 3 SR
survived the : R %
Philadelphia ® Nk
police bomb- R ,
ing of the
MOVE group
and still is
rebuilding
her life.




PERSPECTIVE

O PHILADELPHIA CITY LEADERS IN 1985,
MOVE simply meant trouble: uncompro-
mising, foul-mouthed misfits who had
preached and demonstrated against “the
system” for more than a decade, disrupted
public meetings and blasted street corners
with their loudspeakers. 5

But today, in martyrdom, MOVE has come to mean
much more.

Initially, MOVE was just a dreadlocked band of
back—to-nature activists who took the surname of its
leader, known as John Africa (Vincent Lopez Leaphart,
before MOVE), who founded the group with Donald
Glassey, a White college instructor who in 1981 began
informing on the group: for the federal ‘government
Self-described revolutionaries, MOVE fed stray ani-
mals, fought police and harangued their neighbors. ;

But with the bombing of their row house in West.
Philadelphia at the direction of the city’s first Black;,
mayor, W. Wilson Goode, MOVE. would becorme

symbol, its members internationally known victims of #

‘alleged government misconduct and police brutality.

On May 13, 1985, in response to complaints from :
neighbors, city off1c1als embarked on a violent plan to *
force members of the group out of their heavily forti-

fied home at 6221 Osage Ave. Law enforcement want-

ed ostensibly to execute four arrest warrants and force

‘MOVE off the block. i
" After machine~gun fire and fire depdrtmeﬁt w
“cannons failed to oust the radical group, a pohce offi-
cer riding in a state helicopter dropped G474
Tovex TR=2 plosives onto'the roof of the house
The gnited a fire and 4 dea
events watched by #elevision viewers ‘across the city
and natioh; When tﬂe day long siege'was over:..
o Scattered, ‘charred bones and the body parts of 11
people wergrexcavated from the site; the torso of John

Africa was found under the rubble:

o Five children had been killed.
e Two city blocks, with 61 homes, were reduced to
rubble. ‘

MOVE members had tried to survive in the burn-

- ing house by huddling in the basement under wet blan-

kets. But in the end, only a woman, Ramona Johnson

y Africa, then 30, and a 13-year—old boy called Birdie,
#igot out alive.

For the most part, firefighters and more than 500
pohce stood by and watched the fire burn, doing noth-
ing after the bombing.

But both Ramona and the boy (renamed Michael

a‘lMoses Ward by his biological father, a non-MOVE

member who took custody) said police shot at group
members ang children as they tried toi flee the burning
house The remains of Ward’s mother, Rhonda
Afrlca, were riddled: with fragments from shotgun
buckshot. :

As the: fire raged," near VeryOne was repeating
the same question: “Why don’t they put out the fire?
Why don’t they put out the fire?”.....

In the days that followed, people outside Philadel-
phia expressed shock and outrage. Goode said at the
time he would do it again, a position he later revised.

A decade ago, people were blaming MOVE. But
not now. ‘

“Today, I don’t hear people blaming MOVE. Peo-
ple are looking to ‘the system’ and saying that’s un-
conscionable. Did they have to destroy 11 people and
burn down 61 hotises>” asks Father Paul M. Washing-

ton, a.Philadelphia Episcopal priest who mvestlgated

the tragedy. .
Gerald Wayne Renfrow, who hved across the street
from MOVE and lost his home in the fire, says that

L MOVH

for him, what happened “makes every day a sad day.”...
That sadness, he says, is exacerbated by the fact

that no police officer or government official ¢ ever was \

charged with a crime.
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“Brutality doesn’t begin and end with MO VE. Pe

: .mh‘:m'.imr action,

I'he blame has not been

says Renfrow, now living

“We need a fair resolation,
asstgned and the guilty penalized,”
one of the histisesthe city rebult for him on the original sie.,

il GovERNMINT'S deadly and destrucove response
to neighbors! complains about MOVE and the
eriminal justice systern’s failure 1o indict any police
ar phiblic officials have rurned the sadness of May 13
o 2 moral victory for the strategy of John Adrica,
it the view of Ramona Afnica,

= Brutality exasted long before MOVE, bur the strategy of John
Afnea forced official brutality into the open where it couldn’r
be denied.” Ramona Afncasays in an Epterge interview, Africa
15 the anly, person invalved in the tragedy who ever faced crimi
nitl charges for what happened that day. She served seven years
it the Stite Correctional Instinition for women in Muncy, Pa.

There were two related prosecutions: A tenant in one of the
Burned homes, dissatisfied with the property sertlement reached
with the cire, shot and seriously wounded his attomey and was
sentenced o seven to 20 vears in jail m 1988, Also, the develop-
er hired by the gity to rebuild the hooses was convicied of steal
ing 8137000 from the building fund.

Amid smokeand waise=high water, Ramona was raken into
custody as she Hed. She was tried and acquitted on charges that
shiz assanlred rm||‘_'g- ofticers but was conwicted of rior and con
spicacy in connection with MOVE's treatment of its neighbors,

“Bruality doesn't begin and end with MOVE. People are
bting in jail cells and beagen on streer comers,” sdys Ramona,
who lives in one 6F owo holses that MOVE sall operates in
.I“hilm._h_'Irl]u;{.. “Hut wie put ieoue there o set that example. The
whole world warchid™ v

Accprding o Ramona, MOVE means to generate, 10 move
st Sthi System, T WhichS8Rrong. = Our belief s life and the
detinitioniaflifeas movemen, ™ she says

jElfTba.-gl:ﬁlJ]ﬁﬁl‘hbWh“h’ stttgele began m 1978, Aranother
mmmwr W|d1 \-‘]L}\."l 'u,,'lu we members |‘|.1|| bheen bran
dishing mgl:}nn,‘rhn iy, then led by Mayor Frank Rizeo,
ﬂﬂrﬂ‘h‘-ﬂ MU‘"-"\; s house i’ Wm: Philadelphia’s Powelton Vil-
lqﬂ:, and 'l.‘lﬂﬂmui i du‘ﬁplu: & restraining order apainst de
amiakishis the house, {"!m. P{llj..; officer was killed, gight other
affiers and firefijheen were
wounded, and mné MOVE
members went to jail far
murder, cath seitesced to
A0t 100 yearss = =

Ater failing to win -
prsoned - members. release
5]:::14;11 established  Jegal
T EANS, Mﬂ‘ﬂ: memhess b

1983, following the stritegy
if lju.l‘m Africa, hcgan_miging
4 pnlque protest 1o farcegov:

“They barricaded their new
residente i an amiablemad-.
il amd working=class néith
“bachood on the cioe’s: west
side. Thu:,"; wired an elaborang
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The cunimh'brliun tumad twao city blocks iniu an “urban h:tﬂeﬁalﬂ 4

loudspeaker system and for two and a half vears, according
MOVE

high—decibel, profanit—laden prowst speeches through a bull-

ntghbiors, members made almost daily 12-hour-long,
hioen, begmning in the afternoon and contmuing past midnight
“We all agreed MOYE had a right to protest. But when they
set up their privtest smge on our block, they made us hestages.”
savs Renfrow,
Beleapuered neighbors demanded ity help, and the ciy
adopted a policy of aveidance, On May 1, 1985, neghbors held

a press conference blastng the ciry’s innction and seeking the

help of then-Gov. Richard Thormburgh
Ciry officials met and decided to act. And so ar dawn on
May 13, 1985, Philadelphia Police Commissioner
Sambor would himself mke up a bullhorn, announce o MOVE
thar

rovw hose,

Cirepore

“this is America™ and order them to Iesve their two-story

OWE HADY BEEN on 118 loudspeaker talking tough
and threatening police who had encircled the
MOVE  aunted
LEHTH |'|j'_|'|1. IMAKITE |‘:T||'II_' CONTE-
5 White

mner

evacuated  block thar 1
would be
ments with descriptions of the office
wives and davghters spending death
benefits on Black lovers

At one point, the group named possible intermedianes (a
MOVE member outside the house, two radio personalinies and
a television news reportes), saying:

“MOVE bur wie know

well that the strategy of John Africa has pur you in a predica

ain't asking for no communication,

vou have to \_IH'IIHI.II]:L.E[L' with us, where you'll
Wit fo stop this confrontation.

MOV LL|'|1 talking -all mghr, bur the hrst polce commuim-
came: at 3:35 with
announcement. When MOVE did not come our ar 530 a.m.,
police
entering the houses on both sides af the MOVE houpse

Ar & aum., a gun batth

fired approsimately 10,000 rounds of ammunition ar the house.

Mt 'A.‘.'.|1 LT

CAOn =T 1 | LOommissioner ‘1.1|‘.|':‘-|r'x

fired tear pas and smoke projecnles o cover officers
B

ensued, durng which 32 city police
|'|]i|.l\J{'|T-‘|'l'l.l |'||_|.||,_|_' wsed Lzis, M=16s, a Browming automatc rifle,
1 Thompson submachine gun, M &0  machme puns, shotguns
sifenced .22 caliber
Warer can
nons from fire trucks pounded

and a
automanc  rifle,
the house for hours. Philadel-
phia police preparedness cut a
sharp comtrast 1o the rwo pis-
toils, 2 shofmon and a 22 cal
iber rifle that larer would be
found mnder the rubble ar the
burned—out MOVE site.

For the people who lved
for miles around the "urban
bartieficld,” the trangquiliny of
a clear SPring MOrmusg wis
wrecked by gunfire for about
90 minites.

The gunfight, accompanied
by the of tedr gas

police use




‘residence in an amiable mid-.

tality doesn’t begin and end with MO VE. Pe

“Wie need o fair resolution. The blame has not been
asspned and the guilty peoalized,” says Renfrow, now lving in
nneof the houses the gy rebuilt for him on the onginal site.

HE covERNsEn"s: deadly and destrucove response
to nelghbors” complaints about MOVE and the
criminal justce systerm’s failure to indict any police
e public officials have tumed the sadness of May 13
into a moml victory. for dhe strategy of John Afrca,
i the view of Ramona Afnca,

“Prutalicy exised long before MOVE, but the strategy of John
Afniea forced offianl Bragality into the open where it couldn't
be denied,” Ramona Africa says in an Emerge interview. Africa
is:the only person invalved in the tragedy who ever fac ed crimi-
ntl l.'h.l!l-‘gﬁ for what |1.'.1|‘p¢.'|14.'d that day. She served seven years
at the Stare Correcnonal Institution for women in Muncy, Fa.

There were two relaned prosecutions; A tenant in one of the

Whtirned homes, dissatisfied with the properry settlement reached

with the cirv, shot and seriously wounded his atrorney and was
sertenced toseven to 20 vears in jail in 1988, Also, the develop-
er hired by the ity to rebuild the houses was convicted of steal
ing §137,000 from the building fund.

Amid smoke and l.\-.]l__\.'[—!:u!_l'h water, Ramona was taken into
custody as she fled. She was tmed and acguitied on charges that
she assaulted police officers bur was convicted of riot and con
spiracy in connection with MOVE's treatment of its neighbors.

“Brutality doesn't begin and end with MOVE, People are
Biing in jail cellsand bearen.on street corners,” says Ramona,
awho lives in one of two Howpses that MOVE still operates in
Philacelphins “Bur we puf it 9t there to set that example. The
Whole'world wareEd > '

Aconrding o Rgona, MEVE means 1o generate, to move
against "rhe Systeig Twhich tt swrong. *Our belief is life and the
dictinitiGn OFlife s movemeng, “she says.

For [huamuﬁﬁ?twhﬂll. strugple began in 1978, At another

: jmx&mlmﬂqn with MOVE, swhose members had been bran
-~ dishing weapons, the dity; '|'|"|.:|1 led by Mayor Frank Rizeo,

stormed MOVE's hnum in Wm* Philadelphia’s Powelton Vil
hgt, and 'htlﬂdm_u| ity d{'.ﬂ"ﬂtﬂ f restraining order agamnst de
In‘ﬂhihﬂﬁ.lhl. et l[‘*I"H. pal[ck afficer was killéd, cight other
officers and FrrHLhm were
wounded, and nife MOVE
s SRRyl
murder, cach sedtedoed ! oo
A 1o 100 ¥ears:
Adrerofaling to win im-
prsoned | members | release
;};:mugh.. estblished  legal
mieans, MOVE members in
1983, following the mw- of
o Jhlm Africa, began staging
A Mmiggue protest 1o force: gmr- :

ACTHIIL.

They barricadad theisnew

o= antl working—cliss nt*‘?gh
borhood on the cn's west

idde. They wired an elaborare. The confrontation turned two city blocks into an “urhan battiefield.”
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loudspeaker system and for two ancd a half years, according to
neighbors, MOVE members made almost daily 12-hour-long,
hiph—decibel, profanity—laden protest speeches through a bull
hormn, beginning in the afternoon and continmmg past midnigh

“We all agreed MOVE had a right to protest. But when they
set up their protest stage on our block, they made us hostages,”
savs Hentrow.

Beleaguered neighbors: demanded ity help, and the city
.|._|rrprm1 i [1||||L'5.' of avoidance, On May 1, 1985, 1||_'|!_'||1|I1|:'l- held
A press conference |‘I|E.l'\’.'.ll.'r'. the city's inaction and seeking the
help of then=Gov, Ric hard Thornburzh.

Ciry officials met and decided to act. And so at dawn on
May 13, 19835, Philadelphia Police Commissioner Gregore
Sambir would himself rake up a bullhiorn, announce o MOVE
that “this is America” and order them o leave 1|:r.|1' TWi—SIOTY
rovw house.

OVE HALD BFEN on 1ts loudspeaker malking tough
and threatening palice who had encircled the
evacuared block. MOVE raunted that it
long fight, making biting com-
ments with descriptions of the officers” White

would be

wives and daughrers spending thelr dearh
benehits on Black lovers.

At one point, the group named possible mrermedianes (4
MOVE member outside the house, two radio personalines and
a television news TepOrter), sAving:

“MOVE ain't asking for no communication, bur we know
well that the strategy of John Africa has put you n a predica-
ment where vou have o communicate with us, where you'll
want to srop this controntation.”

MOVE kepr talking all nighe, but the first police conmun-
cation came at 5:35 a.m, with Commissioner Sambor’s
announcement, When MOVE did not come out ar 5:307a.m.,
pr'-|1.;|- fired tear gas and smoke |"r|||:'«,tll'-r."~ to cover officers
entering the houses on both sides of the MOVE house.

At & a.m., # gun battle ensued, during which 32 ary police
fired approximaccly 10,000 rounds of ammunition at the house.
]‘I*..'!_|d-:_-|r-|::_| |'-||||L|_' wsendd Theas, M=165, a Broswning auromartic rifle,
i Thompson submachine gun, M-60 machine guns, shotguns

and a silenced .22 caliber
aptomatc rifle. Water can
nons from fire trucks pounded
r||_:_' |‘-|I-|j:-{ s h-.|||r\. E'I31I|.!1_1L|
phia police preparedness cut a
sharp contrast to the Two pis
tols. a shoteon and - a .22 cal-
iber rifle that latec would be
found umder the rubble at the
burmed—out MOVE sire.

For the people who lived
for miles around the “urban
hartlefield,” the tranguility of
a clear spring morming was
wrecked by gunfire for about
90 muntes.

The gunfight, accompanied

by the |'-|-||L'|_" 5 of tear gas




Father Paul M. Washington was on the paned that faulted the city for what happened, May

nd explosives, which tore through adjoining side walls and
collapsed the fronts of noighboring houses; conrinued through
the mormng. But by lare afternoon; city officials were frustrared
at the ineffectiveness of those effores and decided 1o take more
Llr.l“”\ acoion to end the standotf,

Ar }127

hebicopter drapped a sarchel filled with explasives onto the roof

po, i Philadelphaa police officer ndimg 10 a stare

of MOVE's row house. The goal was 1o dislodie a shed-like
rool-top bunker that was giving MOVE a mcical gun bartle
advantage. The bunker withstoad the bomb blase inirially —
but e roof crughr hre, Events then moved guickly vt of con
trol -'l'I'Lw.l-'!I.J'l'l"-T.“"-:-ll.' INYESTIEALIVE COMmuImissicrn:

¥:4% pomsa: Police first saw fire.

6:08—6:12 punv: The police and fire commissioners confermed
With the fire

burned, the fire could be contained, police commissioner Sam

commuissioner's reassurance thar once the bunker

hor decided ro ler the fire burn
6:20 pon.: The bunker fell through the maf,
634 pom: The Firse fire alarm sounded, bur
ettors to behe the Tames were Limited
7= pom: Gunfire 'was ceparted in the
alley behind the house. It was during this time
that MOVE members toed 1o escape
7:35 pama: The pwor badly burmed sarvivors
were taken into costogdy ||1.r|'.-.' allev as they Hed
through smoke and water,
930 pome: Firefishiers bezan fightmg the blnee,
34 pum.: The sixth fire alarm was sounded
1141 pame: The fire was declarsd under
coritrol

M THE ExsUING 10 YEARS, there werte invies-

ngattons buat o mdicoments. First was a
detatled, publicly -aired investigation com-
mussion; 15 fimal report, completed o
March 1986, was highly critical of rop
city officials, even though Goode had
appomted commission members
The report found that: “The mavor, the
IMANAEINE I.J”I'l.“ll_ the '|\|||'-|.<' COMMmissioner
ind the fire commissioner accepred the sugpes-
tiont of an aerial attack on a !'|~||.||_i|_-|r1||'r_| oW
housse known by each of them o be pecupied
by a lorge number of adolts and children, By

ing the bombing, each of these individu-

.|.|'||'I
ils exhibired a reckless Li'.\!"x','_-ll".i tar lifte and
Property

The ri port also not d: “The mavar i s

only 30 seconds before approving the dropping
ol l."\.'l"'!ll'q‘-:'._“

On the decision i r|:;!'|r the hire, the
commussion wrote: * Alliwang the fire to bum
shaild have been rejecred out=ol<hand. That it
wits not rejected connot be justified under any
circumstances,”

A grand jury headed by a

IVCSTIEATION,

Repubbean  district artorney and  released in

1988, six months aber Goode was

ht hack ne mdictmienies,

te=elected mavor, browg

e TS

Siime [
.'.I1-:'|IE thetr I-\.I'U'n.'.-hn.l;_"l_' of the contents and orgins of the bomb

ippeared to have: perjured themselves

a mixture of (=4 and Tovex explosives), According to the [hs-
mct Artorney Ronald 1 ( astille, now a Pennsvlvama Supreme
Court justice, those officers could not b aarly mchicried -.-\.:'-i-:|'.r||'|'\
arty. officials, “those morally responsible,”™ could not be charped
and successtully |l||:-:y:-;':=_'.|';_"

William H. Brown UL a prooinent lawver who headed th
commission, says thar the grand jury apphied a double standard of
justice in not indicting the officers who perjured themselves before
the prand jury.

T explanation that they were qust small fsh has never
been a standard for not indicting,” savs Brown. lndicoments
agalnst those officers might have been used as Jevi FAge to get
miormaton from them about the shocting as MOVE members

tried e escap




