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By Jack Turner

For some time many Black orga-
nizations have maintained that
Blacks imprisoned are political
prisoners rather than criminals.
Recently, with the arrests of radi-
cal young white leaders, the con-
cept has gained wider credibility.
But, still, the notion of American
political prisoners is a disputed
issue.

Recently three prominent law-
yers who have been involved in the
defense of the Panthers, Angela
Davis and the Chicago Seven gave
their views on the matter to the
Harlem News. A U. S. attorney
declined to comment. The lawyers
are Haywood Burns, Director of
the National Conference of Black
Lawyers, Charles Garry, attorney
for Bobby Seale, and Gerald Lef-
court, attorney for the Panther
21) and co-attorney with William
Kunstler for the Chicago Eight.
All three lawyers said they be-
leved that there were several hun-
dred Americans, primarily Black,
in prison or on trial for their polit-
ical beliefs and expressions rather
than for any crimes they have
committed.

Burns explained, “I think the
most obvious examples of political
prisoners are those persons who
have the legal process used against
them by virtue of the kind of polit-
ical expression that they make,
whether that expression be in
speeches, organizations they asso-

Haywood burns

ciate with, or in certain activities
they engage in. I think that Angela
Davis would be an example of a
political prisoner and I think that
many of the Black Panthers would
be an example. I think we can go
through a catalogue of people, in-
cluding people in the peace move-
ment and people in the student
movement who are finding them-
selves victims of the legal process
by virtue of the unpopular political
ideas they express, That’s the eas-
ier definition.”

According to Lefcourt, “It gets
a little more difficult to understand
when you get into the more tradi-
tional areas of criminal law. If a
Black man in Harlem is arrested
because he is wearing a shirt made
out of the American flag and pros-
ecuted for flag desecration, it’s
easy to see how that could be a
political case when construction
workers wear the flag on their hel-
mets and Roy Rogers wears a flag
costume on TV. Beyond those ex-
amples we get into the more com-
plicated area such as the Chicago
8 case where they were charged
with crossing state lines with the
intention to incite a riot and con-
spiring to do so. To me that is
very clear criminal prosecution—
clear political criminal prosecution.
It’s political because the anti-riot
statute that they were charged un-
der was specifically passed for Rap
Brown and Stokely Carmichael. It
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was even called the Rap Brown
law. Now we come to the still
harder case, the Panther 21 case.
There was a case where the charge
was not something you’re thinking
a8 you cross state lines, as in the
Chicago case; it’s not desecration
of the flag; it is a charge of con-
spiracy to murder, arson, attempt
murder—serious criminal
charges.”

Lefcourt went on to explain that
the case was political when all fac-
tors related to the formation and
stated purposes of the Panther
Party are considered. He said,
“Everybody knows that the Pan-
thers were not banding together
nationally to get rich. Everybody
understands that the motivation
for starting the party was for po-
litical reasons.”

Lefcourt said the New York City
Police Department’s secret police
sought to infiltrate the party as it
was being set up and that “there
was no criminal activity. The
Party hadn’t even begun and all
you had was agents running to
join.” They wanted to join, lead,
control and destroy the Panther
Party because of what it repre-
sented in the country.”

All three lawyers said that to
some extent they agree with the
charge that all Blacks in jail are
political prisoners. Burns said,
“The category that is perhaps not
as easy to get agreement on is the

extent to which is it correct to say
that any poor or non-white person
who finds himself behind bars in
the U. S. today is a political pris-
oner. In its larger sense, a political
prisoner really means someone
who’s a victim of a social gystem
and who finds himself where he is
today by virtue of the strucural in-
equalities that are built into the
law and which reflect that social
gystem. By that I mean we have a
legal system that, rather than
transcending the sicknesses of so-
ciety, really reflects those sick-
nesses. The society is racist, the
legal system is racist. The society
discriminates against the people
who don’t have money. The legal
system does the same thing. Any-
body who is poor and non-white
and who is a victim of the social
system, is also a victim of the
legal system and I would think a
political prisoner,” Burns empha-
sized.

Charles Garry extended the defi-
nition of political prisoner to say
that “as a matter of fact, the mem-
bers of the Black Panther Party
come cloge to being prisoners of
war, which is a step removed from
being a political prisoner. See, 8
political prisoner is a person who
has lost confidence that the estab-|
lished laws will take care of the
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a Interview with David Poitndexter

By Jack Turner

David R. Poindexter II1, who
was charged by the Federal Gov-
ernment with “knowingly” har-
boring professor Angela Y. Davis
from justice and was acquitted
in Federal Court in New York
April 12, talks about sister Angela,
the jury system and many other
subjects in the following inter-
view. Parts of the interview by
Harlem News’ Jack Turner were
done prior to brother Poindexter’s
trial,

Turner—-There has been some
question about your name,
whether it's junior or the third.
Poindexter—My name is David
Rudolph Poindexter, III.
Turner—The press has been
describing you as a “mystery
man.” Why such a description?
Poindexter—I think my local
press (Chicago) has a great deal
of information about me. I was
born and raised in Chicago and
from time to time made the press
on a lot of issues and I don't
think I was a mystery. I think
the prosecuting attorney in this
case, John Doyle, wanted to
justify an exhorbitant bail—a
bail that was tantamount to a
ransom of $100,000. Arrest any
citizen, especially any black
citizen in this country, on any
given day, and you’re not going to-
find out too much about him. They
were able to dig up all the vicious
stuff they could with no problem,
because the FBI has kept a file on
me for years. That’s the sort of
thing they do to people who do
not silently stand by and watch
a racist, repressive system smash

people.

Turner—The FBI and Chicago
oplice claimed that for two years
they kept you under aurveillance.
Were you aware of this?

DNA

PPED

Poindexter—Yes. The FBI is so
clumsy in their operation and so
inefficient that they could not
follow themselves around. I think
anybody in this country who is_
political—and I mean political in
the sense that they do more than
vote every four years—is under
investigation. I think recent files
that have come to light back that
up. Men like Ralph David Aber-
nathy and Martin Luther King
and peoglle who, at one time or
another, signed a petition have
been under observation by our
government.

Turner—Are there any kinds of
things a person can do to neutral-
ize these kinds of tactica?
Poindexter—Every time the fed-
eral pigs knock on their doors
and ask them about their neigh-
bors. they can do as my neighbors

have done, slam the door in their
faces. I took to carrying a tele-
photo lensed camera around with
me and photographing them. 1
probably have the best rogues
gallery of federal criminals of
anybody in the country. I don’t
know what would stop it other
than demanding the return to the
right of privacy, the right to
carTy on your own business with-
out the intimidation of the federal
government,

Turner—How long have you
known Angela Davis?

Poindexter—That maybe a sub-
ject of trial. I think it's sufficient
to say that we have known each
other for a number of years.
Turner—Some blacks have been
asking why did Angela chose to
stay in the country when it ap-
peared that she could have left
during the time from the first
announced hunt for her until she
was caught.

Poindexter—Well, you have to
look at the whole history of the
Angela Davis case. It was pin-
head, Mickey Mouse Reagan's
idea to run her off the campus at
UCLA and silence her forever.
They seized upon the very un-
fortunate set of circumstances of
San Raphael to run her out of the
country, or to imprison her or

to take her life. She's a native
born American. She has a right
to stay in this country and if

- you're going to have freedom in

this country all the freedom
fighters can’t go to Cuba, Algeria
or Timbuctu—somebody has to
stay and fight. And since the
charges against her were so
strange, so weak, she saw no
reason to leave the country. It
would only give credence to the
big lie. But at the same time she
wasn‘t behoved to walk up and
give herself to her oppressors.
That didn’t make any sense either.
Some of the folks ought to
ask the question too, why it
should be necessary for anybody
who's decent and right in this
country to have to flee? Why Rap
Brown, who sweated it out in
Alabama to put together a coali-
tion that brought some rights to
the people of Mississippi, Alabama
and Georgia, has to be estranged
from his wife and his family and
friends; why Eldridge, who is a
brilliant writer, should have to
wither away in Algeria? Why
people have to leave this country
is the question, not why they did
not leave it.
Turner—You indicated that you
were aware of the FBI and
Chicago Police spying on you.
Does that mean that any kind of"
contact you had with Angela
would be spied on? Is that
correct?
Poindexter—No that’s not cor-
rect. The FBI is not omnipotent.
They can’t watch everybody at
the same time but they wish to
spread that paranoia. From time
to time they have looked at me
and what I was doing and other
people. As I say, without stool
pigeon help, without bought and
paid for information, they couldn‘t
find anybody doing anything.
They have a long record of not
finding anybody doing anything.
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Decontrol:
no help to Tenants

Giving himself and the pre-
dominantly Republican Legisla-
ture much praise for passage of
the rent decontrol bill, Gov.
Rockefeller on Jun. 2 signed into
law a measure which is strenu-
ously opposed by most Black
tenants in the city.

In signing the measure, which
takes effect July 1, 1971, Rocke-
feller claimed the decontrolling
represents “a major reform of the
rent contro] programs throughout
the state to deal.with housing
problems severely worsened by
rent control itself.”

The only “problem” presented
by rent control was that greedy,
recalcitrant landlords were unable
to raise rents on some apartments
sky-high. Rent control provided
checks and limitations.

The claim put forth by the
governor and his vassals that rent
control kept rents so low that
landlords couldn’t make enough
profit to keep up proper main-
tenance of their buildings is
simply not true.

At least in areas inhabited by

Blacks and Puerto Ricans, land-
lords have generally allowed build-
ings to fall into ruin even where
rent control was not in effect.
While such dwellings were deteri-
orating the rents were often
increased. .

Because of the hilgh’tur‘!io;ehr

rate in many rent controlled build-
ings occupied by Blacks, the land-
lord was able to increase rents by
a certain percentage each time
there was a turnover. Conse-
quently, the owner was increasing
his income and did not usually
make any improvements to the
building.

The argument that removal of
controls from more than 1.3 mil-
fion apartments will stimulate
private investment in constructing
new ‘“nonsubsidized” housing is
empty. First, the only housing
under rent control was built prior
to 1947. Some dwelling units in
the city which the bill killed are
governed by rent stabilization
laws prohibiting raising rents by
more than 12% at any one time,
Many other dwellings were ex-
empt from both laws. So any
private investor wanting to build
in New York in the last 10 years
or 80 could have done so without
being affected by rent control.

Even when the argument is
changed to claim that removal of
rent control law stimﬂg‘l.gtes private
investment in housing because
the “psychological barrier” is
torn down, the argument is un-
convincing. Removal of the con-
trols is no guarantee that new
ones won't be enacted by a future
legislature. So why would a
builder be “psychologically” com-
forted by Albany’s recent action?

There has been no rush by
investors to build either subsidize(
or nonsubsidized housing where
it is most needed in places such

. seem.£0.

as Brownsville. The investora the
governor had in mind obviously
don’t want to build in Brownasville
where vacant land has been avail-
able for years.

Those landlords in such areas
can step up harrassment of ten-
ants to force them to move
‘“voluntarily” and decontrol, then
increase the rental on the apart-
ment for the next occupant. With
housing so extremely and chron-
ically short in Black areas of the
city, landlords will be able to
charge fantastically high rents.

Of course, the ability of land-
lords to do this and get away with
it depends partially on tenant
reaction,

Despite Rockefeller’s uncon-
vincing statement that there will
be harsh penalties for landlords
caught forcing tenants out, sev-
eral tenant organizations are
already talking about rent strikes
to prevent landlords from
usurping their powers.

The Harlem Tenants Union,
(headed by Jesse Gray), and the
Metropolitan Council on Housing
are organizing buildings in prep-
aration for a possible rent strike,

If landlords put the squeeze to
Blacks, as many expect, a massive
rent strike is likely to occur.
People such as the governor don't
-care-about the
shortage problem facing Blacks
in New York, and this failure
may only be corrected by drastic
action by tenants.

By Jack Turner

Radical lawyers
con't from 1

redress of the underprivileged and
he relates to some physical expres-
sion of the disagreement with the
law and these are men and women

of the highest conscience,” he said.

*1 draw a distinction between a
political prisoner and men and
women who are a part of a colony
who are being oppressed, as ana-
lyzed by Fanon [Frantz Fanon, au-
thor of The Wretched of the
Earth]. [The latter] express them.
selves either vocally or physically
and form armed self-defense in or-
der to preserve their human
rights and dignity and values,”
Garry stated.

Instead of being merely political
prisoners, Garry said he considers
such people “warriors fighting for
liberation actively and would be
considered in my opinion analogous
to prisoners of war by the oppres-

sor against the oppressed, by the
mother country against the
colony.”

When asked whether acquittals

a change from the past when they
probably would have been found
guilty on the same charges, Garry
said “No, it doesn’t mean that at
all. In the first place, the Panther
21 should have never been arrested
and prosecuted. The case against
them was a frame-up by the estab-
lishment. It was part and parcel

of the genocide that is going on
against the Panther Party. And
the fact that a jury which was a
cross section of the community life
of New York saw through this
sham, fraud, railroad, and acquit-
ted, just means that when the peo-
ple get a chance to see for them-
selves, when you can spend 8
months in trial to expose this,
when you can get jurors whom you
can question before they get on the
jury, it just means that when you
can have that kind of situation the
power of the people is such that
they will see that these warriors
had been jailed for political
reasons.”

One development which gives
credibility to the notion of political
prisoners and which consumes so
much of lawyer’s time is the prac-
tice of various state, city and fed-
eral governments lodging different
charges against the same persond
and transporting him from prison
to prison.

“Right now when Seale finishes
this [New Haven murder conspir-
acy trial] unless he can get bail he

is set to serve four years for con-
tempt (mwmgu‘rmé cz'mvr*

the Chicago 8). Based on that
four-year term for contempt, an
Oakland judge revoked his proba-
tion and he can get sent to the
penitentiary for that,” Garry ex-
plained. “You see, this comes from
the concentration of power on the
part of the establishment which
allows them to arrest dissidents,
people they fear will upset the sys-
tem—people like Bobby Seale and
Huey Newton who have charisma.”
The various governmental juris-
dictions that bring charges against
groups such as the Panthers usu-
ally arreet them on conspiracy
charges based on little or no evi-
dence. Often bail is denied or set
80 high that the accused must re-
main in jail. According to Burns,
conspiracy charges have been the
easiest to use to lock up a person,
but he sad, ‘I think the conspiracy
charges are really falling into dis-
repute. People aren’t able to accept
at face value the charge when con-
spiracy is involved.” However, get-
ting grand jurors to throw out
some of these charges before they

reach a jury instead of acting as
a “rubber stamp” for the prosecu-
tion is still a big problem, Burns
said.

Burns described some of the ef-
forts being made to eliminate use
of high bails to keep persons in
jail, which would lessen the num-
ber of persons locked up because
they cannot afford pre-trial bail.
He said, “For example, in New
York City there has been orga-
nized a group called the Women’s
Bail Fund. They have some very

. ’.
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innovative technigues in dealng
with this question of pre-trial re-
lease. What the Fund has done is
raise a sum of money and pooled
it for bail and after the trial the
money goes back into the Fund for
a rotating use for some other de-
tainee. If it can expand, this will
be at least one method of dealing
with pre-trial release and people
can be carrying on normal activi-
ties with families, on jobs, etc.,
while awaiting trial.”

None of the lawyers foresaw any
methods that would prevent vari-
ous governmental jurisdictions
from bringing charges in the first
place, but all hoped that with the
recent rash of defeats in courts
suffered by the prosecutors, the
governments will be less hasty ta
bring charges that they can’t
prove.

Robert A. Morse, assistant chief
U.S. attorney for the Civil Divi-
gion and Edward Boyd, deputy
chief of the Criminal Division in
Brooklyn agreed to be interviewed
on the subject of political priso-
ners, but were unresponsive to
questioning. The brief conversa-
tion proceeded as follows:
Reporter: “Several groups and
individuals including lawyers have
charged that persons such as
Bobby Seale, Angela Davis, the
New York Panthers and the
Chicago 8 are political prisoners
or were prosecuted for their poli-

“tieal-bellefs rather than any =~

actual crimes. Do you feel that
there are political prosecutions
or prisoners in the U.8.7”
Morse: “We don’t discuss matters
that are not within our jurisdic-
tion or not pertaining to a specific
case.” The Department of Justice
forbids any discussion of ques-
tions relating to political matters.
“1 would suggest that you
write a letter to Atty. Gen Mitch-
ell and ask him to comment on
the question. 1 personally don’t
believe there’s anyone in prison in
the United States for political
reasons,” but as I said we don’t
discuss matters in the abstrac-
tion. We're very busy so if you
don’t have anymore questions,
we've got other things to do”
Boyd didn’t have anything to
say during the conversation.@




Poindexter, Con't

Turner—At this time are you
trying to do things, despite your
upcoming trial, to help Angela
win her freedom?
Poindexter-—Not only Angela, but
all political prisoners. While
Angela is a dear friend, she means
not one iota more than Bobby
or Ericka or the Panthers that
are on trial here or in the every
major city where I have been and
seen people on trial for no other
reason than they dared to speak
out against an unjust system.
There are literally thousands
of people in this country who are
in jail not for any crime but for
what they think. And they mean
a great deal to me and I'll.always
speak out for those people. What
this is about is bringing back
some honor to this country and
developing a society where people
can live without fear of oppres-
gion, without someone looking
over their shoulders ,without the
knock on the door in the middle
of the night. I cannot be free
until all political prisoners are
free and Angela cannot be free
until all political prisoners are
free.
Turner—Have you been speaking
to those issues while awaiting
triel?
Poindexter—As much as I can.
The court has placed severe limi-

limited me to Miami, New York
City and Chicago. And Miami
only under special permission of
the court.

A recent ruling has allowed me
to travel somewhat on the East-
ern Seaboard in search of a home,
but I am not allowed to engage
in any political activities. That
First Amendment guarantee does
not cover me anymore. That's
been snatched away by a racist
court.

Turner—Can you speak to small
groups or anything?
Poindexter—No, with the excep-
tion of the three major cities
and even there I'm under a
strange sort of court order which
limits my speaking, though we
have defied that court order in
New York City and Chicago and
Miami and will continue to do so.
Turner—What are some of the
kinds of questions that come up
when you speak to groups?
Some of the kinds of things they
want to know most?
Poindexter—Black people and
poor and oppressed people are
swept up in the voyeur mentality
of this country. They want to
know about Angela—“what kind
of a lady is she”—and that sort
of crap which we try to sidestep
other than to say she's a nice
lady, she’s “perty” and she went
to school. But many people are
interested in what she did in
California, what she is about,
what her history is, and I out-
line that. Long before anyone

knew she was a communist, long
before any of the publicity came
about in California, three thou-
sand students enrolled in her
class. She was Chairman of the
Bobby Seale Defense Committee
in California and when the
Panther headquarters was raided
there, she brought out 5000
people to City Hall to protest that
raid.

She was involved in the defense
of the Soledad Brothers, for she
understood fundamencally the
State’s right to imprison was the
ultimate weapon to take the
lives of people, and she under-
stood that thousands of brothers
are in prison because they are
black and poor in & country where
you’re supposed to be white and
rich and for no other reason.
She is a Marxist-Leninist, which
means she viewed capitalism as
an evil, oppressive system and
fought against it. She understood
that the Vietnam War was the
system’s way of dealing with its
own failure, its own inability to
hire people. That's what the
whole war machine is about. She
understood that black folks didn’t
have any right or reason to fight
in that war and spoke out against
that war. That’s why she has asked
and others have asked and I have
asked that all peace demonstra-
tions interject into the American
peace movement anti-racism and
not just let white liberals deter-
mine the moral grounds for the
end of the war, but to bring
some character and some real
struggle into that thing. They
have asked a lot of questions.
They ~Riave asked whywe were
not in the ghettos when we got
caught instead of a midtown °
motel and I think the answer to
that is very simple since the
search was centered in the ghettos
of this country. Hundreds of
women that looked like Angela
were arrested or harangued. And
there’s a great stool pigeon system
in the ghetto, so that’s why we
were not there for those persons
who want to know that.

A lot of people have insinuated
that I was an FBI agent. My
only answer to that is that I have
not been able to find anybody who
has been man enough to stand
in my face and say that because
that’s a quick way to get your
jaw cracked.

Turner—Do they ask about your
money ?

Poindexter—I tell them it's none
of their damn business. That I
didn’t get it as a dope peddler
or a slum landlord. They ask why
Angela is a communist. I think
Angela has answered that in a
very direct way. And that is, if
you make a list of the ten most
racist men in this country you will
find ten of the most anti-<commu-
nist people in the country too,
and that anti-communism and
racism go hand in hand. Ain't no
communist lynched no black folks,
ain’t no communist put up no
Jim Crow signs in this country,
ain’t no communist Dixiecrat
politicians. And that’s why she’s
a communist.

Turner—Do you think that this
kind of dialogue begins to help
people conceive of something dif-
erent from what they get through
the news media or through their
cultural upbringing in this
country?
Poindexter—1I think it is another
phase of our revolution that
started a lot of years ago. I
think some people are clear and
some people never will wake up.
Those who are centered in their
own greed—I'm talking about
black folks now—those who
think that they can live this life
and be ‘successful,’ those that
think they cans ‘get ahead,’ that
think they can ‘have something,’
are fools and you can never get to
them. But with those who under-
stand that their destinies are
tied to those of the oppressed
people around the world and who
want to join those people in
revolutionary struggle, some
gains will be made. And every-
day someone’s head gets right.
You see, we have asked for
public housing and public housing
has been public prisons. We no
longer ask for that, we ask now
for the indigenous people to have
the right to determine what their
neighborhoods shall be and the
ownership of those neighborhoods.
We have asked for integrated
quality education and we found
out that we weren’t going to get
that and we asked for alternate
new forms of education that
represent our goals. I'm not inter-
ested in an educational experience
for my child that’s westernized

with all sorts of little nuances I )

 Want"Hi to"BE able" to

write, add, multiply and d1v1de
and 1 want him to be able to
learn to do it in the shortest
amount of time. I'll give him the
cultural experiences at home. We
want the right to align ourselves
with forward-looking people
around the world. One of the
tests black people face is whether
they can be brothers and sisters
and feel compassion for a woman
who is guilty of no crime, who is
imprisoned, abused, and whom
the State has destroyed and taken
from the presumption of inno-
cence.

Turner—You're saying that it’s
not possible for her to get a fair
hearing under these kinds of
circumstances?

Poindexter—It's completely im-
possible. We know from time
immemorial in this country that
the courts have been an instru-
ment for the suppression of the
rights of black folks. How can
you get justice from your oppres-
sor? If Angela is guilty of any
crime at all, if Angela is guilty
because she supplied some
weapons—which she did not—
how much more guilty must we
be who supplied the weapons to
Calley ?

Turner—It seems that over the
years and increasingly so now
the blacks involved in anything
are later brought up on some
dubious charges.

Poindexter—This is not new, this
is historic. If you look at black
leadership in the 20th century
every major black leader was .
killed, imprisoned or exiled.

can look at Marcus Garvey, Mal-
colm X, W.E.B. DuBois, Martin
Luther King. You name him. All
of them have been persecuted,
prosecuted, exiled or destroyed
and the rare instance where a
black leader escaped he has been
bought off. Not only this, we
have now gone over to young
white leaders such as the so-
called Chicago conspirators. Just
speak out against war and racism,
you're-going to jail. There’s no
way around that in a fascist
country with constant surveilance
and camps for suspect people and
the President’s right to suspend
the constitution . . . In the past
black people have been the
weathervane and the vanguard
of decency in America and have,
therefore, been first to feel the
lash of the storm.

Part 11
Turner—Now that the trial is over
to you have further thoughts on
the whole jury and judicial process
in this country?

Poindexter—Yes. Some very inter-
esting things came out of this jury
selection, some of the questions
that were asked the jurors.

First of all my defense counsel
was not allowed in the Federal
Court to ask the jury any ques-

- tions as to-bias-oranything elss.: - =

The judge asked what is known as
preemptory questions. They bring
a panel of 80 people in, six of
whom are non-white. You have ten
challenges, which means you can
challenge one eighth of the jury
for no reason at all and then you
have what they call challenges for
cause, but since you cannot ask
questions it would be very difficult
to arrive at cause. The key ques-
tions that were asked the jurors
that in my mind struck a respon-
sive cord was that on the first
panel six members had been on ju-
ries before and four of them had
been on more than one jury before.
And I just thought to myself that
1 personally didn’t know any black
people who had ever served on a
jury.

Now there’s a mathematical re-
lationshiv of probabilitv that 12
people, six of whom—60%—had
served on juries before and four
out of that six had served on jureis
more than once, then jury duty
among whites must be a resonably
common occurrence and a rarity
among blacks. And to think that
came about by accident, by random
chance, is a little too much for me
to swallow. Especially since in
most juriadictions better than
50% of the defendants are black,
which really gets to be a thing.
Turner—You didn’t have a chance
to ask any questions of the jurors
yourself to determine qualifi-
cations?

Con't on next page



Poindexter, Com,t

l.’oindexter—No we didn’t ask the
jurors any questions at all. We
submitted a list of questions in a
voir dire as it ia known in law to
the iudge (John M. Cannella) and
he chose to ignore it and simply
ask questions to 12 good white
folks such as ‘do you feel any ra-
cial vrejudice ?” They of course
would say no. Or did the pretrial
publicity affect them in any way?
N9w when I outline all of this you
might very well say, ‘but look they
arrived at the right conclusion,
thev found you not guilty.’ But
that’s not the point, the point is
that long before they arrived at
any conclusion, I don’t think my
rights were protected, or that I
was in a just situation. That’s the
point. .

You have a luck of the draw.
Eighty names are placed in a drum
and they are pulled out one by one
and if you got five jurors and 80
people, the mathematics are very
clear as to where you are and what
influence you can have. In my case,
the chances were one in 16 to get a
black juror who would be my na-
tural peer.

Turner—Is it unusual or is it the
normal procedure for a judge to do
the questioning since I have read,
in the case of Bobby Seale for ex-
ample, where he and his lawyer
have questioned potential jurors
and have had them disqualified? I
thought that was standard proce-
dure. *

Poindexter—No, it’s only standard
in a state court. It varies from
court to court even in the state
courts. But in the Federal Courts
it’s standard procedure to have the

judge question the jurors en masse.

Turner—Group therapy.
Poindexter—Precisely, and you get
group response. That’s a very apt
point. When you get a group of
people in & box they tend to wish
to identify with the group. And
you start that group conditioning
by a series of questions which they
:(l’l appropriately nod their heads

In my case it took twice as long
to select a jury as it did in the Chi-
cago Conspiracy case. And in my
case they selected the jury in an
hour and some minutes. There are
many elements in this case. The
question of violence in California,
the question of communism, black
militancy, and a lot of other things
that were very preducial and that
you couldn’t get to the heart of
without questioning each juror
individually. The idea of investi-
gating 12 people—who are in a
trial situation and the trail starts
the day they are called-—also does
not give you the time to go into
their backgrounds for a cause.
When a jury selection takes two
weeks or 8o and you have that
time to look into their backgrounds
yourself, this would be a very
lengthy and a very expensive
process. So, the jury selection in
itself is very unfair to black, poor
and Third World defendants.

Turner—Now that you have been
acquitted many people will say
that shows that the jury system is
just and equitable because you
were given a decision that favored
you. What would your response
be to that?

Poindexter—My resp is that
the jury in my trial was only a
portion of the jury system. The
grand jury is a jury system too
and had it been able to fulfill its
role without being stampeded, I
never would have been tried in the
first place because the evidence,
according to the indictment, was
not there. If there was insufficient
evidence after 49 witnesses ap-
peared at my trial to get a con-
viction, how could five or six wit-
nesses before the grand jury find
enough evidence for an indict-
ment? They had no prima facie
case to begin with.

But the essence is the guy who
originally lodges the charge. Some-
where at some point in time some-
body either in the Justice Depart-
ment, State Attorney’s office or a
policeman has to make a judgment
as to whether your conduct is
criminal. And if that guy is alien-
ated from you, if he does not un-
derstand the circumstances under
which you live, nine out of ten
times his judgment is going to be
incorrect . . . people must be
judged on why did a mando a
thing, not just the blanket ‘he did
it.” And if you judge what those
circumstances are you can tell if
his conduct was normal, rational,
reasonable or whether it was crim-
inal, illogical and harmfnl.. It’s my
contention that a government bent
upon the death and destruction of
people in Vietnam and all over the
world, a racist, oppressive govern-
ment, cannot judge the actions
fairly of black, poor and oppressed
people. Such a government’s own
fears and hostilities make it place
sinister implications on very nor-
mal acts. :

People who are now on trial and
are respected in their communities
like Afeni Shakur and Joan Bird
are characterized by a prosecutor
as nameless, faceless, wandering
waifs. Huey P. Newton is called in
some sections of the press an ur-
ban guerilla and they dwell heavily
on some of his rhetoric and never
~gport his positions concerning the
housing, feeding and care of peo-
ple. The classic example is the ex-
ample of Angela. A woman who is
Phi Beta Kappa, Magna Cum
Laude, speaks four languages and
is a philosophy professor. Yet
when she is discussed in the me-
dia, she is called or referred to as
an “avowed communist” with some
ginister implications or “a mili-
tant” or “revolutionary” which are

" all key code words. How can you

expect justice from such a system?
How ? How ? How ? It’s ridiculous
to believe that anyone would think
of 12 black people judging a white
for anything, even I would say
that that is unreasonable and that
some latent prejudices might seep
forth. But it is usual that a black
defendant is judged by 12 whites.
And that’s spposed to be normal,
acceptable and reasonable. So, jus-
tice is impossible In this country
and I would hope there would be a

moratorium on any further arrests
in at least the extremes—those
areas where political judgment
comes into play. I feel that if a

guy is wantonly irresponsible, our
community can get him in tow and
check. We don’t need outsiders to
come in to tell us what our r "
tions to repression should be: -
only should there be a moratbﬁuuf,
but there should be amnesty {6t BIT
political prisoners. Those people-
that most immediately come to
mind are Angela, Bobby and Er-
icka, the Panther 21, the Harlem 5,
Huey P. Newton, the exile should
be lifted from Eldridge Cleaver
and Rap Brown should be allowed
to come home again.

I think in every city committees
of leading black citizens and activ-
ists will pick those people in their
indigenous areas who they feel
they want to give parole to in
some cases, immunity to in some
cases. and pardon to in some cases.
Turner—You made some crucial
comments on the press. It seems
that in almost everything blacks
do the press interprets it for the
public and almost without excep-
tion the few blacks that are in-
volved in the press are not even
given the assignment of interpret-
ing what’s happening to blacks and
you have this kind of distortion
where somebody is only interested
in blacks when guns are going off
and they won’t cover much of any-
thing else.

Poindexter—A couple of personal
observations. During the course of
this trial and up until now I've
been an urban dweller and & rea-..
sonably erudite guy and I have
been involved in businesses where
press associations were very help-
ful to me in Chicago and New York
and other major cities—but I have
never yet met one black persow
that worked for major media who
did not feel confined and repressed
and always shaky and insecure. 1
never met one who felt that he was
really able to give a fair and defini-
tive picture of what was going on.
Many of them resent this, resent
that they were only put into the
black community when there were
negative hazardous assignments
that other whites didn’t want to
take, could never develop a full-
time perspective on what the com-
munity was deing and where it
was and where it was at to

'aasen the tensions and bring about
4 reasonable response.

And all felt that they had no
chance of really going up the chain
of management command in the
newspaper business where deci-
sions were made about editorial
policy. They resented that in the
major dailies across the nation—
and you must remember that in
most cities of the north black peo-
ple make up 25 ot 60% of the pop-
ulation—nobody that’s black
formed public opinion. It's formed
by whites for whites and to whites

and not poor white, but to the very
affluent, to a very racist segment
of the white population who
profits from the degradation and
repression of black and poor and
Third World people.

P
N eSS

They use the information to jus-
tify their dealing. In Oakland we
have a recent case where the press,
which was hostile to community
control of the police force, played
up supposed bomb scares, played
up some distorted numerical game
on the number of policemen who
would quit their jobs if there was
community control. Very negative
things.

What controls a newspaper is
two or three things: its circulation
and its advertising. And generally
the circulation and advertising is
determined by a survey of where
the potential afluent market is.
Now we know from the U.S. Gov-
ernment Abstractus on income and
population that blacks have a me-
dian income that’s 50% that of
whites, so naturally a guy who’s in
business gears his market to the
most receptive customer. Whether
they have an intrinsic right or not,
he usually sides with those custom-
ers, so it’s not unusual to find that
newspapers don’t want to alienate
even a minority of whites who may
be potential buyers or subscribers
by printing certain positive things
about blacks.

Business in this country means
rip off as much as you can as
quickly as you can from whomever
you can and look for the fattest
pigeon. In the end, such slanted
news coverage, such sensational-
ism, has the tendency to delude
those whitea concerning where
their real self-interest is in dealing
with other ethnic groups and sati-
ates them. It allows their foreign
policy judgments to be so com-
pletely blind that we find ourselves
in a Vietnam situation where you
cannot trust the press to print the
truth. It destroys the very founda-
tions of a democracy.

Turner—I understand that now
that you have your own trial out of
the way you will devote more time
to helping Angela.
Poindexter—Yeah. The major as-
pects now will be raising the visi-
bility of this campaign and making
major figures, white and black,
across this country make a moral
commitment to the release of An-
gela totally and to immediate bail
while she awaits the ordeal of trial.

Angela was just named as one of
the 100 most influential black peo-
ple in the country [by Ebony mag-
azine] and I would hope that oth-
ers on that list would understand
her influence for good and positive
acts and would act as moral guar-

_antors of her bond. We say put up

one dollar bond for Angela and
10,000 people should stand behind
that one dollar in terms of their
honor. They would be in disgrace
if she should forfeit such a bond:
Such an action would say that as a
national insatitution she is impor-
tant to us, and that we have a cer-
tain moral outrage that she is in
jail and Calley runs free.

All power to the people. @



