
~

:Janon {Continued from page 9)

SONG. ALL THIS WHITENESS
THAT BURNS ME.
I SIT DOWN AT THE FIRE
AND I BECOME AWARE OF
MY UNIFORM. I HAD NOT
SEEN IT. IT IS INDEED UGLY.
I STOP THERE FOR WHO CAN
TELL ME WHAT BEAUTY IS?

For any black person who has
at any time had delusions about
integrating into a dominant white
society, this book should provide
painful, indispensable reading. In
form it is not well written. Fanon
wrote it in a sketchy, jumpy style,
now tersely aphoristic, now almost
pedantically analytical. But the
contents are some of the most im-
portant ideas dealing with the cen-
tral despair of the black soul, the
fact that black women and black
men are constrained to live in a
world deliberately constructed to
reduce and to sicken us, and that
as a consequence there is no such
creature as a normal black person.
We're all pathological cases, the
main differences being between
those who can see through the syn-
dromes we call our personal life
styles and those who imagine
they're doing very fine, thank you.
What the book offers us is a com-
plete picture of the integrationist
personality stripped of all pre-
tences, with all clothes removed,
bare and naked right down into
bones and guts.

AM LOVED LIKE A WHITE
MAN. I AM A WHITE MAN.
HER LOVE T AKES ME ONTO
THE NOBLE ROAD THAT
LEADS TO TOT AL REALIZA-
TION ...I MARRY WHITE
CULTURE, WHITE BEAUTY,
WHITE WHITENESS. WHEN
MY RESTLESS HANDS CA-
RESS THOSE WHITE
BREASTS, THEY GRASP
WHITE CIVILIZATION AND
DIGNITY AND MAKE THEM
MINE.
I DO NOT FEEL I SHOULD BE
ABANDONING MY PERSON-
ALITY BY MARRYING A
EUROPEAN. ..

Partly as IJreparation for his
work as a psychiatrist, partly in
order to look more deeply into per-
sonal and social questions agitat-
ing his mind, Fanon wrote his first
book in 1950, when he was 25
years old. It was published in 1952
with the title Black Skin, White
Masks.
THIS BOOK, IT IS HOPED,
WILL BE A MIRROR. ..IN
WHICH IT WILL BE POSSIBLE
TO DISCERN THE BLACK
MAN ON THE ROAD TO DIS-ALIENATION. ,

ALL AROUND ME THE
WHITE MAN, ABOVE THE
SKY TEARS AT ITS NAVEL,
THE EARTH RASPS UNDER
MY FEET, AND THERE IS A
WHITE SONG, A WHITE
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