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AND IN NEW HAVEN...

McLucas Trial

The New Haven Railroed — '
therwise known as the first of the
ew Haven 9 trials — got underway
last week: Lonnie McLucas, Black
Panther Party member on trial before
a white middle aged jury, judge and
prosecutor.

As Tom Hayden has said, “‘the
facts are as irrelevant in this case as
facts are irrelevant about Vietnam and
whether the Vietcong commit terror.
lt‘f people are worried about these things,
we should say one thing: the US should
withdraw its troops from Vietnarp and
from the ghettoes and let the people of
Vietnam and in the ghettoes of this
ountry decide for themselves.” The
froceedings inside the courtroom are
mportant only because they let you do
wo things: counter the lies printed
ibout the Panthers in the establishment
»ress, and educate people about
‘he judicial system in this country

’
{
j

State’s Attorney Arnold Markle
egan the prosecution with testimony
hat ranged from fishy to grossly ir-
tlevant. He spent the first day proving
1¢ obvious: a dead body had been
>und in a swamp on May 21, 1969.
{arkle showed the jury dozens of 8 X 10
lossy photos of Rackley's dead body,
iken by different people, in black and
hite, color, slides, from the back and
ant, clathed end naked , sad s0 on,
fver shout the fimd doren, defenss
1ornry Theodore Kool ohjected
it the deluge of pletures was highly
Aoy tepeelily vines They

1 heen connected 1o Lonnie jnany
iy, Judpe Mubwy turmed him dawn
a2 whole thing was particularly wnfair
‘cause Lonmie v mod on trisd st

Is timie for murder - that will come
ter i the state can't get him an this
umi = but oty for kidnapping
wlting in death, conpieacy to

Inap end marder, snd binding.

Theee were several flahy things
oul the evidence Lhe siale presented
wkle proudly held up and passed
wend the |ury each anlicle of clothing
il Rackley wan mappossd [0 he weazing

yii ety of New Haven Nere gre a few

when he was killed, One item wasa
Safari jacket that was supposedly found
under Rackley’s head, partially under
water, Markle read a note which he said
was taken from the pocket of the jacket.
It was in two handwritings, and was
said to be from Ericka Huggins to Bobby
Seale. The state plans to use it to
implicate both of those people in the
murder, Strangely enough, the ink on
the note had not run at all, and the
jacket, unlike the rest of the clothes,
was completely clean and of an
unidentified chamical. It also had
absolutely no bldod on it, despite the
fact that the back of Rackley’s head was
supposedly blown off with a .45 butlet.
The whole thing looked even more
pi when the medi took
the stand. He said the original report
stating that there were two bullet holes in
the jacket was “incorrect,” which.upon
ination, it was. The defe also
brought out that the shirt Rackley was
upposed to be wearing had two bullet
holes in it around the heart, but had no
blood on it. Apparently, either Alex
Rackley had no blood or else the State
blew its story in the first week. '
Perhaps in order to beef up its

presentation, the State brought out
Loretta Luckes, the first of 3 former

defendants in thie raee whn haus turnad

Hoad
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photoyVirginis Bisisdel

“their own skine. Upon crom-examins-

Judge Muleey, in charpe of Low-
S Eridd, war bvrerviewed (i JPES far

chiipe commenrs:

O the New Haven schiood sty
ation: 1 think we have & protty good
sl of tenchers The anly prablem that
v ptdeiing el now Is what ta do wiik
thase Megroes, "

1 hia children foing to achool
with black kids: “T dor't object a1 bong
ut they behave themaelves, Where there
e litike hoodhuma rather than kids,
I'd object,”

On Wlack leadership: “These ls no
real bradership vnnes Mosmey They
are all vying for & peece of the cake.™

et Luckes revealod the deal dhie had
gotien: |8 months to seven years for
Compiracy 10 Khdnap, which hasa
panible IS5 year sentence, She also mid
that sha “hopes the quality of her
testimmay for the atafe will gat the

odber chargey againgt her dropped.”™

In wthes wonds, i the tays the right

things, she can be owt of jadl as soon sx the
Haw Haven 9 trialy arn over,

Even s, her Iestlmony made
wlate's witnen Geomge Sams ook alot
worse ihah defendant Lonnie McLugas
The only dameging thing 1o the New
Haven @ the state could get her (o wy
wan that she had seen water being
baifed and taken dawngtales ol
"amther hesdquarters, and had ween
Hackiey tied 10 a bed, with
poople dreming bls wosnds, Lackey
never said anything about a kidnapping,
a torture, or a murder.

Luckes showed how hard it is
for the state to get its witnesses to say
the right thing. At several points Markle
had to “refresh her memory” by showing
her a statement she had allegedly made
when she was arrested. But even this
didn’t always help: at one point Luckes
said: ‘I don't even understand what I

said here myself.” After lunch, she

ns

g’

anpwered Markle "s questions moge to
i saisiaciion. ‘On crossexamination

she revealed that she had gone over
her testimony with him during lunch,
one of “six to ten” such conversations
they had,

Luckes’ cross-examination was quite
revealing: shie said that she had never
seen Lonnijeiwith a gun, and that at all
times it wasGeorge Sams who was in
control and giving orders. Since
he always carried a .45 pistol, she and
the others were comstantly afraid for their
lives. She also said that Sams was
constantly brutalizing the Party members
he woke her up once and told her that
if she fell asgleep again he would slit her
throat. He forced her to do 200
kneebends for not being able to say
the 10 point program perfectly. Finally
he pointed a gun at her head for reading
the program wrong, asked her if she
wanted to die, and expelled her from
the Party.

Sams will be the key state witness
against Lonnie in the near future.

Markie then called to the stand
Frances Carter, Secretary of the local

Panther chapter and one of the New
{cont. on page 18}




Numbbr 44

New Bedford

Anti-poverty
Swindle

{cont. from page 1)

there use quotes from Bobby Seale to illustrate

what they have to say about New Beatora, 1t's an
indication of the legitimacy tiie Fantner's muiant
and outspoken position has given to the Black sense
of oppression. ’

Four years of federal anti-poverty programs
have done their part, too. New Bedford has had
more than its share - more than $100 million in
federal funds in the last eight years, one of the
highest per capita federal outlays in the country.
It appears to have purchased little more than a
disproportionate share of disaffection. .

In the first place the federal programs
promoted the belief, by word and deed, that
the problems were real. The director of On
Board, the official channel for all anti-poverty
funds in the city, helped to organize the Poor
Farm march in 1968, which dramatized the
city’s need for housing, and made current the
figures still quoted today: 3,200 units of low
income housing, and 5,000 middle income units.
This is equivalent to new housing for 16% of the
city’s population,

Federal programs have organized tenants
unions in public housing, and have begun to
create day care centers. They have talked incess-
antly of the need for jobs.

All this would have had no radicalizing
effect had it made a dent in the problems it so

freely admitted. Instead, the programs only used

e . At o the Black ity.
Boston's Channel 2 sent its Black crew to New
Bedford last week to interview people in the
street about conditions. Almost everyone inter-
viewed had been in one federal training program
or another: All of them had great difficulty finding
work afterwords, few now had jobs,

A woman went to school to learn hair- _
dressing, only to find she could only work in
Black shops, and that none needed full time help.
Another went first into the youth corps, where
she was paid $35 a week to carry trays while
others, older, not in the program, were paid $60.
She quit and went for 16 weeks of training, only
to find that no one was hiring Blacks. A man
joined the service, learned about jet engines, and
found when he got out he couldn’t get a job un-
loading freight cars.

The explicit anti-poverty programs, whicn
account for about $15 million of the $100 million,
don’t even pretend to create jobs or housing, which
are the real needs, so they only raise false hopes.
The urban renewal programs, which account for
most of the rest ($37 million for north terminal
and south terminal areas and many more million to
construct Interstate highway 195) create some em-

« ployment and a little housing. But the housing is
too expensive for the people in the West End, and
the money that doesn’t go to designers, construc-
tion company coffers, and kickbacks doesn’t even
create enough employment for the white construc-
tion unions.

Ironically, the poverty programs have begun
to train spokesmen for the discontent they have
crystallized. One of the earliest programs, the Job
Corps, avoided this by getting its trainees out of
the city. It contracted IBM to set up a camp to
which unemployed youth could be sent to live,
where they would work at whatever jobs IBM or
the state found for them. The new programs, which
hire people from the community for some of the
lower positions, keep potential spokesmen in the
city and in daily touch with the community. On
Board staff, for example, were active in the cam-
paign to ramame a public school in the West End
after a black Civil War hero. In addition, anti-
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poverty bureaucracies provide conditions of work -
white directors with final authority over black

-personnel with only small working latitude -

which set the stage for on-the-job politics. Blacks
have occupied the offices of both the two major
anti-poverty organizations, On Board and Model
Cities, in the last four months, demanding greater
control.

Such political practice, the presence of
massive programs which legitimate the problems,
they don’t solve, and a national Black militant
presence have brought the Black ity a long
way from the simple rage of Newark.

- Not all the changes came about siowly. New
Bedford’s ‘Black’ community has always had two
distifct parts, the Blacks, who lived mainly in the
West End, and the Cape Verdans, who lived in the
south. They were in some ways less together than
many Black communities - until the shooting

In whaling days - New Bedford was the
whaling capital - Portuguese and Yankee whites
picked up light skinned Blacks from Portugal’s
Cape Verde islands to be harpooners, and West
Indian Blacks to be galley boys. The caste distinc-
tion rooted in different jobs and different skin tone

t embedded in geographical separation (West End
vs. South End), and Cape Verdan's have always

been allowed in higher, but still low level, positions
of power in the city. Many Cape Verdans were
light enough to ‘pass’ over to white, and the com-
munity came close to thinking of itself as white.
At least one New Bedford white thinks the
change first became noticeable, particularly among
the young, at the time of Martin Luther King’s
assassination. Lousy over-all economic condi-
tions - the decline of northern textiles has left
Eastern Massachusetts in the same economic cate-
gory as Appalachia - have since been dramatically
worsened by the current recession. The ‘last
hired and first fired” rule that applies to all non-
whites has cut deep into the Cape Vardan Com-

" munity. The city now claims the over-all unem., . l

ployment rate in the city to be 16%, and admits

30% unemployment in the Black community.
Poverty and urban renewal destruction of

South End housing have begun to force Cape
Verdans toward the West End. All these things
meant it was no accident that Lester Lima, a Cape
Verdan, was sitting with other Cape Verdans and
Blacks outside the Black Brothers office in the
West End, when white men opened the door of
2’57 Chevy and fired a I2 gauge shotgun into them.
That shot did a lot to make the Cape Verdan
community think Black.

Joan Bird is FREE

Joan Bird, one of the Panther 21 who has
been held on $100,000 bail in New York’s
Women'’s House of Detention since April 1969,
was released July 7. Money for her bail was
raised by the Committee toFree Joan Bird.

The group is a part of a city-wide Women’s Union
who has working for several months using the
slogan “$1 from 100,000 women.”

The Panther 21 are charged with conspiring
to blow up New York department stores, po-
lice stations, and the Bronx Botanical Gardens.
The only other woman charged, Afeni Shakur, was
released earlier this year, also on $100,000 bail.

Because of the uncertain state of the Mar-
ket, $40,000 was all it took to “‘purchase”
$100,000 worth of State bonds in Joan’s case.

After she was released, Joan joined other
women outside the Women’s House of Detet2ntion
and chanted with them for several minutes.

The House of Detention was the scene of a demon-
stration on International Women’s Day, March

8, when women chanted “Free Joan Bird”, and
women inside shouted “Raise our bail!” When

Joan was released, women inside and out shouted
much as they had on March 8.

Joan's trial is expected to begin sometime
in August.




